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AIR is juſtly allowed one of 
the propereſt means to form young 

x FA minds to the love of virtue, as it 
N condeys 4 ſenſible pleaſure along 

( I with its inſtruction, the beſt pai't 

of cohich would be laſt without it, Precepts are 
commonly obſerved to be dry and unpleaſant to 
youth, whereas e xamples as powerfully attract 
Qs they agreeably entertain. Upon which account, 
we can never begin too ſoon to accuſtom our 
children to this met bod of inſtruftion. The miſ- 


fortune is, that the generality of parents and 


maſters are prepoſſeſſed with a notion that thoſe 
tender years are as yet rather to be diverted than 
inftruted; the conſequence of which is, that 
they only furniſh them with ſuch kind of ſtos y- 


books and fables as fill their heads with trifles, 


which they can never forget too ſoon; beſides 
that it gives them an uubapꝑy bent towards all 
- fuch 
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fuch filly amufements, and a difreliſþ for every 
thing that is more ſolid and inſtruttive. 


TT is with a view of rooting out this popu- 
lar and pernicious error, that I have ſelected 
the following hiſtories, and endeavoured, as 
much as may be, fo to adapt them to the capa- 
cities of the younger ſort of readers, as to be 
able to divert and delight thoſe who are not ca- 
pable of reaping any greater benefit from them, 
and by this means to render the otherwiſe dull 
and heavy taſk of reading, pleaſant aud delightful, 
and, at the ſame time, to improve and inſtruct 
thoſe who are bleſſed with a ſuperior genius. 


IT tis indeed ſomewhat difficult to determine 
how ſoon reaſon begins to exert itſelf in thoſe 
tender minds; but if we will liſten to experience, 
it will quickly convince us, that in general it 
doth, or may be aſſiſted to diſplay itſelf much 
earlier than <ve commonly think, and that in 
ſome children wwe may diſcover ſuch early proofs 
of it as fill us with ſurprize and delight. It 
7s true indeed, that inſtances of this kind are but 
few and rare in compariſon of the reſt ; but 
cohat then, muſt they therefore be neglected up- 
on that account? Do they not rather deſerus 
our greater care and attention for that very 
reaſon ® Befides, who can tell whether the 
ſcarcity of them be not wholly owing to the 
wrong and unhappy turn which thoſe of - the con- 

trary 


- 
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trary ſort have received, either in the nurſery, 
or at their firſt ſchooling ? Who can tell how. 
many a bright genius has been crampt, miſled, 
or euen ſpoilt, by the firf®. books that were 
given them to read; which, if carefully led 
and ed by a judicious band, might not on- 
ly have fhined in a brighter ſphere, but have 
ſpurred others, by their example, out of their. 
dull and ſluggiſh pace. 


IT is an excellent maxim in education, that 
children ſhould never be taught any thing which 
they muſt afterwards be obliged to unlearn; and 
if ſo, can any thing be more abſurd, or do a great- 
er injury to them, than accuſtoming them to ſtories 
of Tom Thumb, the Seven Champions, and 
ſuch other ridiculous traſh ? Might not their ten- 
der minds have been agreeably diverted, and with- 
out all doubt betrer improved by ſome true hi- 
ſtories, judicioufly choſen, agreeably told and a- 
dapted? How this doctrine will go down with 
the bulk of parents aud maſters I know not, but 
ſure I am, that the moſt penetrating and learned 
part are on my fide ; and this is the motive that. 
has induced me to beſtow ſome few. ſpare hours. 
now and then in making the following collection, 
and ranging each biftory under . ſome proper 
head, ſuch as may beſt tend to inſpire them with 
a love of reading, and at the fame wow 
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their heads with ſuch notions as will in all like» 
Abood mate them both wiſer and better, 


" TO anſwer as much as poſſible the end pro- 
poſed, I have avoided confining this Collection to 
any particular time or place, and much more to 
our own country'; and have extracted ſome part 
out of the ſacred books,' and the reſt, by far the 
greateſt, out of the hiſtories of ancient and ce- 
lebrated nations, ſuch as the Aſſyrians, Babylo- 
nians, Medes, Perſians, Greeks, Romans, Par- 
thians, and even Chineſe, as being the moſt like- 
ly means either to diveſt young people of that 
partial fondneſs they atherwiſe are apt to con- 
tra for their own, or to inſpire them with a 
juſt value and efteem for thoſe ancient, warlike, 
and virtuous people who ſhone in the world, tho? 
at ever ſo great a diſtance of time or place. 


"AND to give our young readers an early 
notion that hiſtory is not barely calculated to 
pleaſe their curiofity, or fill their heads with 
25 tleſs knowledge, but was dgſigned to warm 
their hearts with the love , virtue and virtuous 
actions, I have ranged the following hiſtories 
under proper moral heads ſuch as, Patriotiſm, 
or the love of one's country, Duty to Parents, 
Conjugal Piety, Fidelity, Magnanimity, Sc. 
And under :others have ſhewed the fatal effects 
bf Ambition, Cruelty, Rebellion, and other ſuch 
like vices, Zach diſtint# head is moreover in- 
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troduced with a Preface, as a more proper 
way to fix their attention to the ſubjett they are 


upon. 


UPON the whole then, this little book, 
which ſeems, at firſt fight, but a luſus pueri- 
lis, @ kind of childiſh amuſement, or at beſt a 
help to reading, may, in the hands of a diſcreet , 
and judicious parent or maſter, become a ſerious 
and eſfectual means to form a tender mind to the 
love of virtue, and hatred of vice; to ſay 
nothing of the ſingular uſe it may be of to diſ- 
cover the different talents and diſpoſitions of chil- 
dren, and how far they are, or are not c 
of improvement, and accordingly either beſtow 
or ſpare his labour, according to the old adage, 


Naturam furca expellas licet, uſque recurret. 


CONTENTS. 


I ATRIOTISM; or, the Love of our 
Country. | 


Codrus, King of Athens, ſacrifices his life to his country. 2 
Meneceus, prince of Thebes, loſes his life to ſave his 
country. * 3 
M. Curtius, à noble young Roman, throws himſelf into a 
dreadful gulph to ſave Rome. 4 
Licurgus, the Lacedemonian /awgiver, ſacrifices his time, 
happineſs and life, to the ſervice of Sparta. 5 
M. Attilius Regulus, i, put to à cruel death for his ſingu- 
lar love te his country. | ef 7 
Cato hurried by his exceſſive fondneſs for the Roman gle- 
ry into unjuſlifiable actions. 10 
Razis, an old venerable Je, his deſperate death 12 
Joſephus's narrow eſcape thro' the deſperate obſlinacy of 
his countrymen. 14 


The deſpcrate cataſtrophe of the Saguntines. 15 
II. Ingratitude to Patriots, and the ſignal puniſb- 
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Arte- 


CONTENTS | 


iha's valeur and ronduct᷑. . mT 159 
2 » ber excellent endowments. 155 
1 


Axiothea, her intrepid bravery and death. : 
The allant behaviour of the Jewiſh matron and her * 


Megallis her cruelty to her ſlaves puniſhed and bande 
; 172 
VII. Severity of parents to their children. 


L. Junius Brutus, à Roman conſul, inflifts a capital fue 
niſoment on his two Jons for treaſon. 180 

T. Manlius Torquatus tries and baniſpes his fon Silanus 
for male. adminiſtration, whilf be for grief and ſhame 
tills himfelf. 183 

Spur. Caſſius accuſed, and put to death by his father. 185 

Titus Manlius cazfes his jon tobe executed before his yu 
for fighting contrary to his order. 

Aulus Fulvius puts his fon to death for joining in Carl 
line's conſpiracy. 190 

Lew Gwi Chen, a Chineſe general, puts his fon to death 


or diſobeying his orders. | 191 
The authority of a mother over her childrin, although 
married. 193 


A mother kills her fon for rebelling againſt his prince 194 
_—_ vere ſentence againſt his brave ſon Jonathan. 195 
's remiſſneſi and Abſalom's unnatural rebellion = 
8 puniſhed. 
Eli and his two ſons ſeverely puniſhed, 2 for their 


evickedneſs, and he for his remiſſne/s to them. 207 
Tullia's ingratitude and inhuman een the beſt of for 
thers. 1 


Choſroes cauſes his father Hormiſdas 75 be depoſed and 
_ anurdered, is himſelf afterwards mnhumanely treated and 
butchered by bis own fon Siroes, who is ſoon after cut 
off, and the kingdom taken away from that race of par- 
ricides. 221 
Antipater, ting of Macedonia, cauſes his mother Theſ- 
ſalonica pay inhumanely butchered before his face. 225 
Tigranes of /linately rebellious againſt his father. 226 


Mithridates and Orodes murder their father. Orodes - 


&ills Mithridates ; is ſtrangled by his fon Phrahates, 
Re | 229 


VIII. Tyranny 


CONTENTS. 


VIII. Tyranny and cruelty ſeverely puniſhed, | 
Pharaoh's cruelty to the Iſraelites, and dreadful over - 


throw in the Red-/ea. 234 
Alexander, king and higheprieft of the Jews, bbs inhuman 
ſeverity againſt the Phariſees. | 239 
Herod's cruelty, and dreadful death. 246 
Antiochus's cruelty, and miſerable end. 255 
Ptolemy Philopater' s cruel defigns againſt the Jews mira- 
culoufly defeated, His death. 260 


Tn: s cruelty, impiety and death, 264 


| IX. STRATAGEMS. 
Nathan's fratagem to make David pronounce Sentence a- 


gainſt himſelf for his double crime. 267 
Huſhai's ſtratagem to defeat the avicked and bloody counſel 
of Ahitophel. 269 


Solomon's 138 and wiſe judgment concerning the 
two contending mothers. 272 
The king of Syria's ſtratagem againſt the prophet TG: de- 
Feated by a counter: ſtratagem. 273 
Alexander ſtratagem to - pacify the  Incenſed Phariſees 
after his death. 275 
The ſtratagem of Smerdis the Mage in ſeizing the crown of 
Perſia diſcovered and defeated by a counter-ſtratagem. 277 
Oebares's tratagem to get his maſter Darius choſen king 
of Perſia. 282 
Archidamus“ noble ſtratagem to ſave the citizens ' bf 
- Sparta. 1 a8 
Melanthus Ai Xanthus Ly an « you firatagem. 284 
Hannibal's ſtratagem to get his elephants acroſs the _— 


Herod's ftratagem to deſtroy the Banditti in Galilee. 255 

Eraſiſtratus's ſtratagem in favour of the- young: 192 
Antiochus. 9502 

Simon's awicked ſtratagem againſt the pious Onias. 

Jaſon's and Menelaus's auicked firatagem ſeverely pun ga. 


294 

Damaſcen's ſtratagem in favour of Herod. 296 
Archimedes's various machines, ſtratagems, and lament- 
ed death. 298 


Armen s ſundry Aratagen ,and wonderful eſcapes. 301 
SELECT 


9. 8 CT 5 
HISTORIES 


MoRAL SUBJECTS, e. 


W e 8 85 


PATRIOT ISM; or, the Love of our 
 CounTRy. 


Ah — 


E love of one's country is a virtue 


E 


that is naturally rooted in all noble 
minds, It was on this that all na- 
tions, from the Scythians and moſt 
barbarous people, up to the more 

" polite Greeks and Romans, agreed 

to beſtow the greateſt rewards in this life, and the 
greateſt honours after death. The following are 
ſome of the moſt remarkable examples which we 
meet with in antient hiſtory, IT 


B Coprus, 
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* Coprus, King of ATHENs, ſacrifices his life 
to his country, | 


8 the laſt and beſt king of Athens *, 
had reigned about one and twenty years, be- 
loved by his ſubjects, and dreaded by his enemies. 
His country. was at length invaded by the Heracli- 
dæ t., and in danger. of falling a ſacrifice to their 
conquering ſword; when the good old king found 
means of ſaving it by the following ſtratagem, 
tho' at the expence of his own life. He was in- 
formed by his ſpies, that the enemy had conſulted 
the oracle about the ſucceſs of the war, ? and 
had been promiſed a compleat victory, provided 
they could avoid killing the Athenian king; for 
which reaſon, they had taken all proper care to 
prevent it. Codrus, to fruſtrate their precaution, 
went one night into their camp, diſguiſed like a 
homely country man, and fell a quarrelling among 
ſome of their guards; from words they fell to 
blows, and the king, who came with a reſolution 


8 —_— — — Al. — —_—— 
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* One of the Grecian commonwealths, governed ö 
by a ſenate, at the head of which was a king of their } 
own chooſing, 1 

+ Theſe were the deſcendants of Hercules. He A 
had formerly conquered this and ſome other countries of 3 
Greece, from which his ſucceſſors had been ſoon after 
diſpoſſeſſed, and theſe were come to recover them. 

A cuſtom among the Heathen, probably in imi- 
tation of the Jews, who were obliged to conſult their 
high-prieſt, or ſome other prophet, upon all public 
emergencics. How theſe oracles were conſulted, may 
be ſeen in Potter's Antiquities. 


to 
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to loſe his life, beſtirred himſelf with ſuch brave- 
ry, that he ſoon fell dead at their feet. On the 
morrow, when his body was diſcovered, covered 
with wounds, and weltering in his own blood, the 
enemy were ſtruck with ſuch pannic dread, that 
they immediately marched out of the Athenian 
territories, without ſtriking one ſtroke, or com- 
mitting any further hoſtility, 

When his death had reached his ſubjects ears, 
they conceived ſuch a veneration for their magna- 
nimous prince, that they eſteemed none worthy to 
bear the royal title after him; and, from that time, 
put the government of Athens under elective ma- 
giſtrates, called Archons or Chiefs. Their grati- 
tude did not end here; they choſe his ſon Medon 
to that dignity, and continued it to his poſterity 
during twelve generations; that is, for near two 


hundred years. Juſtin, Caſtor in Euſebiuss Chro- 


nicle. 
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MENnECEus, prince of THEBESs, loſes his life 
| to ſave his country. 


T this prince's time, the kingdom of "Thebes was 
involved in a bloody civil war between two ſons 
of CEdipus, Eteocles and Polynices. Their unhappy 
father was run mad, and wandering through the 
world, and theſe two had agreed that each ſhould 
reign one year, and then reſign the kingdom to the 
other. Eteocles, who was the eldeſt, having reign- 
ed the firſt year, refuſed to comply with his bro- 
ther's demand; upon which, Polynices came with 
a powerful army, and beſieged him at the ſeven 
gates of his capitol, In this emergency the oracle 
being conſulted as uſual, anſwered, that the conteſt 
B 2 might- 
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might be happily terminated, if Meneceus, the 
youngeſt and laſt of the royal race, who was then 
in the city, would willingly ſacrifice his life to the 
God of war. There wanted no more to inſpire 
the generous prince with a noble ardor to fave his 
country, As ſoon as he heard the anſwer of the 
oracle, without enquiring into the truth or validi- 
ty of it, he made a brave ſally on the beftegers, and 
fought with ſuch deſperate fur 77 as convinced the 
world that he readily ſacrifice his life to the peace 
and happineſs of his country, Cicero, Statius, 
Apolloderus, Pauſantas, 
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M. CunR T1Us, a noble young ROMAN, throws 
himſelf into a dreadful gulph to ſave RoME. 


"7? E City of Rome was in his time under the 
tmoſt conſternation, being in danger of being 
ſwail-wed up by an earthquake, which had alread 
opened a monſtrous gulph in their very forum. All 
the citizens and {laves had in vain tried to fill it 
up with all the ſtones, earth, and all the rubbiſh 
they could get far and near. At length they had 
recourſe to their augurs *, who told them, that 
the impending miſchief was not. to be prevent- 
ed but by flivging into the chaſm the thing in 
which the power and ftrength of Rome conſiſted. 
Whilſt they were deliberating about the meaning 


of 


*** —_ —_————. —_ 


* A kind of ſoothſayers or fortunetellers, who pre- 
tended to pry into futurity, by inſpecting the entrails of 
victims, by the flight of birds, and other ſuperſtitious 
ways, of which you may have a full account in Baſil 
Kenets Roman antiquities, 


by 2 1 - i — . N 
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of this intricate anſwer, Curtius, the noble youth 
we are going to ſpeak of, preſented himſelf to 
them, and asked them, whether they had any 
ſtronger or more valuable ſupport than arms and 
valour. He ſcarce ſtaid for an anſwer, but being 
fully perſwaded that his death would prove the 
means of ſaving his country, he went and accou- 
tered himſelf in ſtately armour, and being mount- 
ed on a horſe richly caparizoned, rode through 
crowds of ſpectators of all ranks, till he came to 
the dreadful gulph. Here, after he had devoted his 
life afreſh to the ſafety of Romę, with an intrepid 
courage, more eaſy to be admired than followed, 
he leaped into the chaſm with his horſe, whilſt the 
aſtoniſhed multitude celebrated the heroic deed with 
the higheſt praiſes, His memory has been ever 
ſince held in great admiration by all nations, and is 
ſtill celebrated in hiſtory as one of the nobleſt in- 
ſtances of patriotiſm, Titus Livius, Valerius 


Maximus, Orefius, St. Auſtin, &c. 
CC G De: 


LycuRGUs, the Lacedemonian lawgiver +, ſa- 
crtfices his time, happineſs, and life, to the ſer- 
vice of SPARTA. 


1 aus had ſuch a ſincere love for his coun- 
„that he voluntarily baniſhed himſelf from it, 

to ſuppreſs ſome factions that had been formed in fa- 
B 3 vour 


+ Lacedemon was another Grecian ſtate, governed 
very much like that of Athens, with this difference, 
that the Athenians had but one king, and the Lacedemo- 
two, the one for the war, and the other to preſide over 
Civil affairs. Their capital city was Sparta; whence 
they were ſometimes called Spartans, and ſometimes La- 
cedemonians, + 
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vour of him. Upon bis being recalled at the ear- 
neſt requeſt of the Lacedemonians, whoſe ſtate was 
in danger of being totally overthrown during hts 
abſence, he readily complied, and upon his return 
ſet himſelf about making a thorough reformation 
in it, To render it more effectual and laſting, he 
gave them a new body of laws, ſuch as he had 
compiled from theſe of Crete ®, and other polite 
nations through which he had travelled during his 
exile, To enforce the ſtricter obſervance of them, 
he called together their two kings, the ſenate, and the 
commons, and told them, that he had but one 
thing more wanting to put the finiſhing ſtroke to 
his laws, which was to go to Delphos, and there 
conſult the oracle concerning what might be want- 
ing to perfet them. At the ſame time, he took 
care to bind them all by a ſolemn oath, that they 
ſhould not deviate from, or alter any thing in 
them till his return from Delphos. * hey all rea- 
dily took the oath, not ſuſpecting any thing of his 
detign ; upon which he went immediately to the 
Delphic oracle, where having procured its approba- 
tion to them, with a promiſe that the Spartan re- 
public ſhould flouriſh as long as they were ſtrictly 
kept, he conveyed the anſwer to his countrymen, 
whilſt he, having taken his laſt farewel of thoſe 
friends that had accompanicd him thither, volunta- 
rily ſtarved himſelf, and, by that means, fixed an 

eternal ſeal and obligation to his laws. 
The grateful Lacedemonians erected a temple to, 
and inſtituted ſacrifices and other ſolemn rites in 
| honour 


* An iſland in the Mediterranean not far from Greece, 
in which Minos is ſaid to have reigned, and to have gi- 
ven the Cretans the belt body of laws that were then 


extant, 4 
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honour of this great and generous lawgiver, whoſe 
memory continued in higheſt veneration as long as 
the Spartan republic laſted, Plutarch in the life of 


Lyrurgus. | 
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M. ATTIL1IUs REGULUS, #s put to a cruel 
death for his ſingular love to his country, 


of ih E moſt noble and heroic inſtance of patrio- 
tiſm, is that of the famous Marcus Attilius Re- 
lus. He had been choſen conſul “, and ſoon after 
defeated and taken priſoner by the Carthaginians , 
who uſed him with great ſeverity during the time of 
his impriſonment. They being at length tired with a 
war in which they had exhauſted their ſtrength and 
treaſure, began to think of making a peace with 
Rome. With this view they began to ſoften the 
rigour of his captivity, and having engaged him by 
a ſolemn promiſe to return to Carthage, they pre- 
vailed upon him to go to Rome with their ambaſ- 
ſadors, and uſe his intereſt with the ſenate to accept 
B 4 of 
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*The conſuls were the chief magiſtrates of the Ro- 
man commonwealth. They had only two at a time, 
and theſe were choſen yearly from among the patricians 
or nobles. As foon as their election was declared, they 
calt lots for their reſpective provinces, whether to govern 
the ſtate at home, or head their armies abroad ; and 
when engaged in war againſt two diſtinct nations, each 
had his diltin&t appointment determined likewiſe by lot. 

+ A warlike and opulent ſtate on the coaſts of Africa, 
often at war with the Romans, till quite ſubdued and 
deſtroyed by them. Their capital was Carthage, a 
ſtrong maritime town, excellently well fituate for trade, 
and for the command of the Mediterranean ſea. 
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of their peaceable propoſals. Upon their arrival 
before the gates of Rome, Regulus refuſed to enter, 
alledging that he was now no longer a ſenator, but 
a pr:ſoner and a ſlave to the Carthaginians; for 
which reaſon they had their audience without the 
walls, where he backed the Carthaginians propo- 
ſals for a peace and exchange of priſoners. 

As it was the cuſtom for the ambaſſadors to with- 
draw whilſt the ſenate was deliberating upon an an- 
ſwer, Regulus withdrew alſo with them, and 
would not be prevailed on by any means to be pre- 
ſent at their debate, till the Carthaginians, who 
were his maſters by right of war, had obliged him 
to it, His behaviour at that auguſt aſſembly was 
ſuch as became his preſent misfortunes ; and, when 
it came, to his turn to ſpeak, he expreſſed himſelf 
to this effect: Tho? I am a ſlave at Carthage, yet 
1 am a free-man at Rome, and as ſuch ſhall now 
exhort you not to agree by any means to the pro- 

{als made now to you, but to proſecute the war 
with the utmoſt vigour. The Carthaginians are quite 
diſpirited, their treaſure and forces exhauſted ; they 
have ſcarce any but mercenaries * to oppoſe againſt 
you, ſo that they muſt ſhortly yield to your ſuc- 
ceſsful arms. | 

As for the exchange of priſoners, you have a 
conſiderable number of brave officers, who may 
hereafter be ſerviceable'to you, them I would have 
you to exchange ; but as for me, who am now 
grown old and uſeleſs, you, need not beſtow one 
thought upon, but ſuffer me to return to my cap- 
tivity according to my promiſe, and let the gods 
take care of the reſt.” The ſenate, greatly affected 

with 


— 


* Troops hired from other ſtates, and conſequently 
ſeldom ſo faithful to their maſters as true born ſubjects. 
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with his magnanimity, endeavoured by all poſſible 
means to retain him, but all to no purpoſe. Tt 
was neither in their power, nor that of his neareſt 
friends and relations, nor even of his virtuous wite 
and children, to diſſuade him from keeping his 
word, and returning to his confinement &. As 
ſoon as the noble captive was arrived, the exaſpe- 
rated Carthaginians, who were by that time ac- 
quainted with what had paſſed at Rome, not only 
condemned him to death, .but reſolved to invent 
ſome new kind of torments for him, to ſatisfy 
their reſentment. To this end, having cut off 
both his eyelids, they kept him for ſome time in a 
dark dungeon, after which, they expoſed him to a 
hot ſun at noon-day, which he could not behold 
without moſt excruciating pain ; after which, they 
ſhut him up in a kind of a cheſt, ſtuck all over 
with nails, with their points inward, ſo that he 
could neither lie, fit, nor lean, without exquifite 
torment, and where they ſuffered him to expire 
with hunger, anguiſh, and want of ſleep. App:- 
an, Cicero, Livy, Aulus Gellius, Valerius Maxi- 
mus, &c. | 
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* He told the ſenate with an admirable intrepidity, that 
he knew what dreadful treatment he mult expect from 
the exaſperated Carthaginians; yet, ſince his love for his 
country had prevailed upon him to come and give the 
ſenate his ſalutary advice, he hoped the honour of the 
Roman nation would ſupport him under them, ſince no- 
thing could be more dreadful to a true Roman ſpirit than 
a bale action, or breach of his word. This ſaid, he lett 
them, amidſt the tears and lamentations of the whole 
city, and embarked for Carthage with the ſame calm- 

nels, as if he had been going to a country -feat, 
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I muſt be owned, however, that this ſpirit of pa- 
patriotiſm has been carried up to ſome exceſſes 
that are altogether unjuſtifiable ; and this not by 
raſh, hot-headed youths only, but by men of age 
and experience, of gravity and great integrity. It 
will not therefore be amiſs to give two or three 
inſtances of it by way of caution, ſince every ac- 
tion muſt ſtand ſelf- condemned, let it low from 
what motive ſoever, that is contrary to the ſtrict 
laws of Juſtice, reaſon, and religion, 


Caro hurried by his exceſſive fondneſs for the 
ROMAN glory into unjuſtifiable attions, 


E T © was a ſincere and rigid lover of his coun- 
try, always watchful againſt every thing that 
ſeemed to endanger it. He was, moreover, a man 
of great probity, juſtice, and piety. And yet, when 
the king of Cyprus had been unjuſtly condemned 
to loſe his crown through the intrigues of Clodius, 
who owed him a grudge ; Cato, who was no- 
minated to be the executer of that ſcandalous and 
tyrannic decree, ſcems at once to have made ſhip- 
wreck of all his other virtues, or rather to have 
ſacrificed them all to what was then falſly ſtiled 
the intereſt of his country, and without difficulty 
or remorſe, went and ſeized upon the Cyprian 
kingdom, and brought that once free and brave 
nation under the Roman yoke. 

But never did he betray this exceſſive and unju- 
ſtifiable fondneſs for his country more, than when 
he ſaw it irrecoverably enſlaved by one of her 

ſub- 
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jets . Till then Cato had with pleaſure beheld his 
beloved Rome lording and triumphing over the 
reateſt part of the world ; innumerable free and 
warlike people unjuſtly brought under her tyrannic 
yoke; whole nations put to fire and ſword, for 
bravely attempting to regain their liberty. Rome 
was the idol of his heart; and the greater number 
of nations were ſacrificed to her ambition, the 
more he thought it redounded to her glory. But 
now this haughty conquereſs of the world is enſlav- 
ed by a Cæſar, Cato's philoſophy is at an end, and 
he thinks it now a diſgrace to outlive her ruin, and 
reſolves to put an end to his life, rather than to owe 
it to the betrayer of his country, Accordingly, 
having vented his grief in ſome fruitleſs exclama- 
tions, and taken , what care he could for the ſafety 
of his few remaining friends, he ſhut himſelf up 
in his bedchamber, and ran himſelf through with 
his fword. His fall having overturned the table, 
the noiſe alarmed thoſe that were in ſome of the 
next rooms, who, ruſhing in, found him weltering 
in his own blood, and himſelf in a kind of ſwoon. 
Butus, one of his friends, took that opportunity to 
B 6 put 


This was Julius Cæſar, once a noble ſenator and 

experienced general, who had filled all the great poſts of 
lionour with great applauſe; but, flaſhed with his too 
great ſucceſs, and hurried on by an unmeaſurable ambi- 
tion, turned his arms at length againit his own country, 
and having defeated her nobleſt patriots at the famous 
battle of Pharſalia, marched directly againit Rome, and 
in a ſhort time ſo effectually deprived it of its former 
ny, that it never more recovered it, but became 
wholly ſubject to the arbitrary will of a ſucceſſion of ty- 
rants, under the ſpecioustitle of emperors, tho? the greateſt 
part of them were rather moniters of crucly, pride, 
and every deſtructive vice. 
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put in his bowels, which were hanging out, and to 
ſew up the wound ; but our deſperate patriot being 
by this time come a little to himſelf, thruſt him a- 
way, and with his own hands ript up the wound 
afreſh, and expired a few minutes after. Thus Ca- 
to ended his life by ſelf- murder, whoſe death would 
have been much more glorious, had he bravely fell 
with ſword in hand in the ſupport of the ſinking 
republic. Appian, Plutarch, Dion Caſſius, Sueto- 


mus, &c. 


CETELCERELEIHECE & 7% 65 29 


E * extravagant love of one's country was not 
confined to the Romans; not only the 
Greeks and other nations afford us numberleſs in- 
ſtances of it, but even the Jews themſelves have 
fallen into the ſame vitious extrem. The follow- 
ing one ſeems even to outdo that of Cato. 


RAZ Is, an old venerable JR w, his deſperate death, 


HE Jews had lately made a noble puſh to 
ſhake off the yoke of Antiochus king of Sy- 

ria, under the conduct of their brave general Judas 
Maccabeus, and his valiant brethren; when Nica- 
tor, an old experenced Syrian officer, was ſent to 
reduce them with a powerful army. To execute 
it the more effectually, he began his hoſtilities 
with attacking the caſtle of an eminent Jew named 
Razis, at that time an aged member of their San- 
hedrim *, and highly eſteemed for his wiſdom and 
courage, 


— 
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* 'The fanhedrim was the grand council of the Jews. 
It conſuſted of ſeventy two perſons of learning and inte- 


grity, 
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courage, but eſpecially for his virtue and piety. 
The place being very ſtrong and well guarded, the 
«Syrians, inſtead of beſieging it in form, found out 
a more expeditious way of ſetting it on fire, in 
hopes that Razis and his men would rather ſurren- 
der than be burnt alive. But the old man, after 
a long and ſtout reſiſtance, finding that he muſt ei- 
ther be taken priſoner, or periſh in the flames, 
choſe rather to ruſh on his own ſword, and die by 

his own hand. The wound however not proving 
mortal, and the ſoldiers being ready to force into 

the caſtle, Razis ran up to the top of one of the 
turrets, and flung himſelf headlong down, in hopes 

that the fall would have put a ſpeedy end to his 

life; but this proving likewiſe ineffeQtual, the 

Jewiſh heroe raiſed himſelf on his feet, ran furi- 

ouſly through the midſt of the beſiegers, and with 
incredible ſwiftneſs gained the top of a neighbour- 

ing ſteep rock, leaving a rivulet of his blood behind, 
which guſhed out of his wounds, As ſoon as he | 
found himfelf out of their reach, he tore his own ; 
bowels with his nails, and flung them down at his 
aghaſted enemies, and went out of the world more 

like a deſperado than the heroic faint which they 

ſince made him. 2 Maccabees xvi. | 


Jos E- 
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grity, among whom were a number of prieſts and Le- 
vites, with the high- prieſt at their head. Theſe met 
upon all emergencies in a large ſtately room adjoining to 
the temple of Jeruſalem, Their authority reached to 
all matters eccleſiaſtical, civil, military, and criminal, 


and their ſentence was definitive, and without appeal. 
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JosEPAUus's narrow eſcape through the deſperate 
obtinacy of his countrymen. 
39 EPHUS, the Jewiſh hiſtorian, tells us ſuch 
another deſperate exploit done by forty of his 
countrymen after the ſurrender of Jotapa to 
the Romans, where he himſelf had command- 
ed in chief. To prevent being taken priſoner, 
he went and hid himſelf in a neighbouring ca- 
vern well ſtored with proviſion, where he found 
thoſe forty Jews concealed for the ſame reaſon. He 
was however betrayed to the Roman general Titus 
Veſpaſian, who ſent him a meſſage, with a promiſe 
of life and friendſhip, if he would ſurrender him- 
ſelf to him. Upon his refuſal he ſent him a ſe- 
cond, and after that a third, without any effect; in 
ſo much, that the Romans threatened to burn him 
and his men, but were prevented by their noble 
general, who had a deſire to take him alive. 
Joſephus finding it dangerous to reſiſt any long- 
er, propoſed to his men to ſurrender on honourable 
terms, and acquainted them with Veſpaſian's ge- 
nerous offer, But they, inſtead of complying, 
upbraided him with treachery and cowardice, and 
_ threatened to kill him if he offered to ſtir out, aſ- 
ſuring him one and all, that they would die with 
their own hands rather than yield themſelves priſo- 
ners. He attempted in vain to convince them of 
the unlawfulneſs of ſelf- murder, but found them ſo 
reſolutely bent upon it, that he was forced at length 
to propoſe this expedient to them, that they ſhould 
all in their turns draw lots who ſhould kill the next 
man, and ſo go on till there was but one leſt, who 
ſhould 
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ſhould be obliged to kill himſelf, They agreed to 
it; and it ſo happened, that only Joſephus and ano- 
ther were left alive, and him he eaſily perſuaded 
rather to ſurrender, than to kill, or to be killed by 
him, Thus he eſcaped the fury of his deſperate 
countrymen, and went to throw himſelf at Veſpa- 
ſian's feet, who received him with unuſual kind- 
neſs, and proved a ſtedfaſt friend to him ever aſter, 


CCC 


His deſperate ſpirit had in time got to ſuch 

heighth, that not only whole cities but nations 
were infected with it. Hiſtory is full of the cata- 
ſtrophies of many otherwiſe brave and generous 
people, who have choſen the moſt dreadful deaths 
rather than ſubmit to the conqueror. Of which 
take the following inſtances, with which we ſhall 
cloſe this article. 


The deſperate cataſtrophe of the SAGUNTINES. 


ANNIBAL, the Carthaginian general, had 
already made ſuch conſiderable conqueſts in 
Spain, that, elated with his ſucceſs, he entred the 
territories of the brave Saguntines with a numerous 
army, and contrary to the treaty lately made with 
Rome, beſieged their capital city Saguntum. The 
beſieged defended themſelves with inexpreſſible 
bravery during the ſpace of fix months againſt him, 
At length, when they found it impoſſible to hold 
out any longer againſt his ſuperior force, they re- 
ſolved one and all to periſh rather than yield them- 
ſelves priſoners, Purſuant to this dreadful reſolution, 
they firſt began with ſetting fire to all their _ 
| e 


16 SELECT HISTORIES 


eſt effects; ſoon after which they ſhut themſelves 
up in their . houſes, where, having killed their 
wives and children, they ſet fire to the city, and 
periſhed in the flames. T. Livy, &c. 


Much of the ſame deſperate and dreadful nature 
was the reſolution of the Phocians * againſt the 
'T heffalians , which gave riſe to the proverb of 
Phocian's deſpair, tho' it was crowned with much 
better ſucceſs. The Phocians being apprized that 
the Theſſalians were invading their country with a 
great body of horſe through one of the narrow 
paſſes that leads to it, took ſuch care before hand 
to ſtrew the way with old earthen veſlels and bro- 
ken potſherds, which they covered with earth, 
that when the enemy came to the place, their hor- 
ſes were ſo terribly annoyed with it, that they were 
intirely cut off, 

Shame and revenge ſoon brought them again 
with ſuch a powerful army, that the Phocians 
were quite diſheartened with it. They ſent one of 
their generals at the head of three hundred men to 
obſerve the number and motions of the enemy, 

with 
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* The Phocians were a brave Grecian ſtate. Their 
kingdom, called Phocis, was very rugged and mountain- 
ous, and all its avenues were difficult of acceſs. 

+ The Theilalians were neighbours to the Phocians ; 
but as their country was plainer, and afforded good 

aſture ground, they were chiefly famed for their fine 
_ of horſes, and for a well diſciplined cavalry, 
which was ſo excellent among them, that they are ſup- 
poſed to have been the firſt introducers of it into the art 
of war. But in ſuch a mountainous country as Phocis it 
could be of little uſe, which 1s the reaſon that, tho' 
they were almoſt at conſtant war with them, yet they ge- 
nerally came of with loſs, 


„ . 
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with orders not to engage them upon any account, 
but to return by ſome private paſſes, and brin 
them word of their ſituation and ſtrength ; but he 
unfortunately falling into their hands, was intirely 
cut off with all his men. As ſoon as the Phocians 
received the diſmal news of his defeat, their firſt 
care was how to ſecure their wives, children, the 
ſtatues of their gods, and whatever elſe they had 
moſt valuable, from falling into the enemies hands, 
whilſt themſelves went and encountered them, re- 
ſolved either to conquer or die with ſword in 
hand, Purſuant to this reſolution, they ſent 
their families and rich ſpoil into a convenient 
place, which they had ordered to be ſurrounded 
with piles of wood. They committed them to 
the care of a ſufficient number of reſolute men, 
with expreſs orders, that if they loſt the day, they 
ſhould murder all the wives and children, and ſet 
fire to the place, and throw both them and their 
riches into the flames. They immediately march- 
ed againſt the Theſſalians, and the remembrance 
of the dreadful fate that muſt attend their near- 
eſt and deareſt relations, if they loſt the day, 
made them fight with ſuch deſperate fury, that 
they once more gained a complete victory, and 
returned triumphant to their country and families, 
Pauſanias, Apollodorus, Strabo, &c. 
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Ingratitude to PAT RIOTS, and the fignal 
puniſhments of it. 
AS DIDEON, the brave judge and re- 
ANY fiorer of Ifracl *, was ſcarcely cold 
Din his grave, before Abimelech, a ba- 
ſtard fon of his by a concubin, con- 
ſpired with the inhabitants of She- 
chem Þ to deſtroy his other ſons, to 
the number of ſeventy, whom he had by his own 
wives, and to anoint him king of Iſrael; all which 


was but too eaſily compaſſed by the help of money 
and treachery. | 


Jotham 


* 
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* The Iſraelites, after the conqueſt of the land of 


Canaan under Joſhua, were governed by chief magi- 


ſtrates, whom they called judges, moſt of them chofen 
by God himſelf. Gideon was one of that number, 
who, by the divine aſſiſtance and appointment, deliver- 
ed his nation from a hard ſervitude, under which they 
had been reduced by their neighbours the Midianites. 


Gideon, with three hundred men, gained a compleat 


victory over them, reſtored peace and oy in Iſrael, 
judged his nation above forty years, and died in a good 
old age ; but was ſoon forgotten by his ungrateful coun- 
trymen, as you may find by the ſtory we are now re- 
lating, taken out of the ſixth and following chapters of 
the book of Judges. | 

+ Shechem was a city near Samaria, in the tribe and 
mountainous part of Benjamin. Abimelech dwelt in 


that city, and it is likely that his mother, Gideon's con- 


cubine, was a native of it, and related to the houſe of 
Millo, a conſiderable family in that city, which there- 
fore eaſily joined with the treacherous Shechemites in 
their horrid murder and treaſon. 
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» Jotham was the only one of Gideon's children 
who eſcaped the common maſſacre, and who, 
whilſt the Shechemites were rejoycing with their 
new king on a plain near mount Garizzim, got 
up to the top of the mount, where he could be 
eaſily heard by them, and at the ſame time be far 
enough out of their reach, upbraided their vile 
ingratitude in the ſevereſt terms, by a moſt excellent 
and well adapted parable to the following purpoſe *. 
T he trees went forth on a time to chooſe a king 
over them, and ſaid to the olive, come and reign 
over us. But the olive anſwered, how can TI fore- 
go my ſweetneſs and fatneſs wherewith they ho- 
nour God and men, to be promoted king over 
you? i then invited the fig- tree; but ſhe 
| likewiſe anſwered, that it was not worth ber while 
to forſake her admired ſweetneſs and delicious fruit 
for the imaginary honour of a troubleſome govern- 
ment over them. They next addreil-d themſclves 
to the vine, who gave them likewiſe the ſame re- 
pulſe, alledging that her excellent wine, which 
did cheer the hearts of men, was of top great 
value to be exchanged for ſuch a kingdom as they 
offered to it. At length they applied to the bram- 
ble-buſh, which gave them this notable anſwer ; 
If you truly deſign to anoint me king over you, 
come now, and truſt yourſelves under the ſhadow 
of my branches, and if not, let fire come out of 
the bramble and devour the cedars of Libanus, 


And 


— — 


* We have choſen to ſet down the whole parable in 
words at length, to ſhew how early this excellent way of 
ſpeaking was in vogue among the Jews, as well as to 
expoſe the vanity of the D who attribute the ho- 
nour of its invention to ſome of their own nation, tho? 
they ”_ near a thouſand years after the time of Abi- 
melech. 
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And now, continued he, by way of applica- 
tion, if you have dealt juſtly and uprightly with 
the houſe of Gideon, in preferring Abimelech to 
all his other other ſons, joy and happineſs attend 
you and your new king; but if not, let fire come 
forth from Abimelech and devour the Shechemites 
and houſe of Millo, and let fire from Shechem 
and Millo come and deſtroy Abimelech. 


This application proved no leſs prophetical than 


it was juſt. The fire of jealouſy and diſcord was 
ſoon kindled between the Shechemites and their 
treacherous king, and broke out into an open war. 
Abimelech ſurprized the Shechemites, entred the 
city {word in hand, and deſtroyed all that came in 
his way; the reſt took ſanctuary in a temple, 
where he cauſed them to be ſmothered to death b 
a fire of green boughs which he kindled round a- 
bout them. As for himſelf, after a ſhort and 
thorny reign of two or three years, he was killed 
before the walls of Thebez, which he was then 
beſieging, by a piece of milſtone flung out by a 
woman, which fell upon his head, When he 
found himſelf mortally wounded, as if he had 
been more aſhamed to die by the hand of a wo- 
man, than of his treaſon and other butcheries, he 
preferred, as it were, a ſecond death, and ordered 
one of his ſervants to diſpatch him with his ſword, 
Thus fell the bloody traitor and his murdering aſ- 
ſociates by each others hands, as a juſt judgment 
for their ingratitude to their late worthy judge and 
deliverer, Judges 7, 8, and 9th chapters, 
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M. CoRloLANUs's revenge en the ungrateful 
RomaANs. 


Color Ax us, a young noble patriot, 
ſo ſirnamed by the Roman conſuFComini- 
us, for his brave exploits at the ſiege of Corioli *, 
had, in a great meaſure, ſaved Rome from being 
deſtroyed by the Wolſci, who made deſperate in- 
roads to its very gates, at the time when it was 
afflicted with a terrible famine ; by making a bold 
incurſion into their territories, and defeating them 
at ſeveral pitched battles, and returning again load- 
en with rich plunder and proviſion, particularly of 
corn, For this he was profecuted by the envious 
tribunes, who were got up by this time to an into- 
lerable exceſs of power and inſolence 1. Theſe 
condemned 


— m 


* * 


* It was the cuſtom of the Romans to reward their 
braveſt generals with the ſirnames of theſe provinces or 
cities which they conquered, or in which they atchiev- 
ed any ſignal exploit. Thus Scipio was ſirnamed Afri- 
canus from his conqueſt of Africa, Druſus was firnamed 
Germanicus from his ſucceſsful wars againſt the Ger- 
mans; and Marcus is here ſirnamed Coriolanus, for ſav- 
ing the conſular army by his conduct and valour at the 
ſiege of Corioli. 

+ The tribunes were a new kind of magiſtrates, cho- 
ſen in favour of the plebeians or common people, to ſup- 
preſs the pride and tyranny of the patricians or nobles, 
who were naturally prone to lord it over them. But in 
a ſhort time theſe tribunes, ſupported by the populace, 
became as great tyrants in their turn, and inſulted it as 
much over the nobles. This became the ſource of end- 
leſs factions and jars, each ſide taking all opportunities 
that offered to get the better of the other. 
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condemned that brave patriot to the common 
death of a traitor, which was to be thrown head- 
long from an high rock called the Tarpeian mount, 
from which however he was reſcued by the ſenate. 
He was tried a ſecond time by the people, the 
cowardly ſenate having now given him up to them, 
and condemned to be baniſhed. Upon which, he 
retired to thoſe very Wolſci *, who had ſo lately 
felt the effects of his conduct and bravery, and 
having acquainted their general with the ungrateful 


returns he had met with from his own country- 


men, and aſſured him that he was now come to 
aſſiſt him with his arms and counſel againſt the Ro- 
mans, was immediately admitted into his friend- 

Theſe two ſoon made Rome ſhake. Coriolanus, 
at the head of the Wolſci, had taken ſo many 
towns from them, that they began to think of re- 
calling him from his baniſhment, when he came 
and encamped with his army at the very gates of 
the city, and threw it into the utmoſt conſterna- 
tion. In this diſtreſs the ſenate ſent him ſome of 
his beſt friends to excuſe the fury of the tribunes 


and people, and to exhort him to withdraw his 


hoſtile arms from his native country, Coriolanus 
remained inflexible, alledging, that a count 
which had treated him like a cruel ſtepmother, 


was not worth his concern, At length, when 


neither prieſt, augurs, nor the moſt ſacred perſons 
in 


—— — 


et 


* The Volſci were a brave warlike people in Italy 
who had been often forced to take up arms in defence < 
their country againſt the ambitious and incroaching Ro- 
mans, and were at length, like all the other ſtates in 
that neighbourhood, forced to ſubmit to their all- con- 
GHCTINE arms. 
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in Rome, who came as ſuppliants to him for 
peace, could obtain a favourable anſwer from him, 
and all things ſeemed ripe for a ſucceſsful aſſault on 
the proud city, a noble lady, named Valeria, be- 
thought herſelf of an expedient to ſave it from the 
impending ruin. 

She went at the head of a body of Roman ma- 
trons to Veturia, Coriolanus's mother, and there 
finding her and her daughter Volumnia bathed in 
tears, earneſtly entreated them both, as mother 
and wife to the oppreſſor of his country, to go to 
his camp, and by their prayers and entreaties, as 
well as their intereſt and authority, to endeavour at 
leaſt to bring him to amicable terms. The two 
excellent ladies did, with ſome difficulty, accept 
of the mediatorial office, being afraid leſt a repulſe 
from him ſhould prove more dreadful to them than 
all the miſchiefs which they were threatened with, 
At length they ſet out for his camp, attended 
with a great train of matrons, where Coriolanus, 
who was informed of their approach, came indeed 
to meet them, but with a full reſolution, whatever 
reſpe&t or deference he paid to perſons ſo dear to 
him, not to grant them any thing of what they 
came to ask. But the ſight of them ſoon convin- 
ced him, that his heart, haughty as it was, was 
not proof againſt ſuch powerful interceſſors. Both 
mother and wife addreſſed him with ſuch affectio- 
nate ſpeeches, and accompanied them with ſuch 
floods of tears and tender expoſtulations, as quite 
diſarmed his reſentment, and melted him into duty 
and compaſſion, He raiſed them both from their 
knees, led them to his pavilion, and there agreed 
vith them to withdraw all his forces from the Ro- 
man territories, without committing” any further 
hboſtilities. 

Coriolanus performed his promiſe by the next 
| | morning, 
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morning, to the inexpreſſible joy of the Romans, 
'The ſenate offered the two noble matrons what re- 
ward they ſhould ask for their important ſervice, 
and, at their deſire, built a ſtately temple at the 
public expence to the fortune of women, and ap- 
pointed Veturia the firſt prieſteſs of it. Thus was 
the Roman republic ſaved from imminent deſtruc- 
tion, which their baſe ingratitude to a worthy pa- 
triot was like to have brought upon them, Cori- 
olanus however proved the unhappy victim of his 
own generoſity, Immediately upon his entring 
the territories of the Volſci, he was accuſed by one 
of their generals, named Tullus Attius, of having 
betrayed them to the Romans. Coriolanus was 
juſt upon the point of vindicating himſelf before a 
general aſſembly, when Attius, who was no leſs a- 
fraid of his eloquence than of his power and brave- 
ry, cauſed him to be ſtabbed by ſome of his fac- 
tion. | 

This treachery proved fatal to the Wolſci. The 
conſuls, remembering their late danger, reſolved 
to take the field againſt them as ſoon as they heard 
the news of his death; in which expedition they 
ſucceeded ſo well, that they gave them a total de- 
feat, Livy, Plutarch, Dionyſius Halicarnaſſus. 
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His ungrateful ſpirit was not confined within 


the Roman territories. Many a brave and noble 


patriot has felt the ſad effects of it in almoſt every 


country. In monarchies, either through the jea- 


louſy of a tyrannic prince, or the envy of his wick- 
ed miniſters, In commonwealths, ſuch as Athens, 
Carthage, &c. by the cabals of ſome ambitious 
competitor, or by the fury and madneſs of a popu- | 
lace eaſily incenſed againſt virtue and bravery, or | 


by 
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by factious and deſigning wretches, who are ſworn 
enemies to both. | 


CimoN's great and noble ſervices to the ungrate- 
ful ATHENIANS, 


Coos the brave Athenian general, had gain- 
ed ſo many glorious victories over the Perſi- 
ans and other enemies of Athens, that he had rai- 
ſed that republic to a great heighth of power and 
grandeur, and himſelf to the higheſt poſt of ho- 
nour in it. Cimon was an accompliſhed com- 
mander, knew when and how to make uſe of arms 
when he was bent upon new conqueſts, or how to 
weaken an anemy, by raiſing revolts among them 
by his ſecret intrigues, At home he was a perfect 
ſtateſman, and partly by his authority, but more 
by his affable behaviour, had made a conſiderable 
reformation in the commonwealth, 
Cimon had two powerful enemies in it, the one 
Themiſtocles, a haughty and ambitious rival “*, 
the other the common people, who _ not 
rook 


* — cc 


* 'Themiſtocles was long ago arrived to that heighth 
of power and credit at Athens, that he had cauſed Ari- 
tides, a noble patriot, to be baniſhed by the populace, 
becauſe he was ever oſing his violent and arbitrary 
meaſures, and had been the greateſt inſtrument in raiſing 
Cimon to that heighth he was then in, to be an effectual 
check againſt his incroachments. Ariſtides was grown 
ſo jealous of Themiſtocles, and he of him, that let ei- 
ther of them be ever ſo much in the right, the other 
was ſure to thwart every thing he propoſed to the general 
aſſembly ; infomuch, that Ariitides was heard to ſa 
one day at their coming out, that the Athenians would 
n ſafe, till they had ſent him and Themiſtocles * 
to gcal. BE 
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brook to fee their power curtailed, and their credit 
leſſened by that worthy patriot, who thought it more 
juſt and expedient to beſtow the adminiſtration of 
public affairs to perſons of quality and note, than 
to raiſe men of the loweſt rank to it. Theſe there- 
fore, animated by Themiſtocles, aſſembled in a 
tumultuous manner into the forum, and demand- 
ed an oſtraciſm * of the magiſtrates, which they 
not daring to deny at that juncture, Cimon was 
thereby diveſted of all his dignities, condemned to 
baniſhment, and even forbid to ſerve as a volun- 
teer in their then war againſt the Lacedemonians, 
It was well for the republic that Cimon did not 
carry his reſentment againſt thera ſo high as many 
others have done, elſe he might then eaſily have 
ruined them. For, ſoon after his baniſhment, they. 
were ſo broken into factions at home, and had fach 
powerful enemies to fence againſt abroad, that _ 
mu 


— 


* Oſtraciſm was a kind of tumultuous ceremony, ve- 
ry antient and common among all the Grecian repub- 
lics, by which the diſcontented populace demanded the 
baniſhment of any perſon of note that was become ob- 
noxious them. The manner in which it was performed 
was as follows: 3 | 

Every citizen was to take a piece of broken tile, pitcher 
or ſhell, called oſtracon, from which this ceremony has its 
name, upon Which he was to write the name of the per- 
ſon to be baniſhed, and to throw it into a railed ſpot of 
ground in the market-place. Here, if the number of 
tiles did amount to fix thouſand, they proceeded to take 
all the names that were writ upon them, and he that had 
the greateſt number, was of courſe condemned to baniſh- 
ment ; but if they did not amount to that number, 
which often happened in thoſe cities' which had not a- 
bove eighteen or twenty thouſand citizens, the oftraciſm 


975 not take place, nor was any perſon to be puniſhed 
Y It. ; G 
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muſt have ſunk: under the double weight. In this 
emergency their pride was forced to come down, 
and he was again recalled to ſave his country, after 
their defeat at the famed battle of Tanagra. The 
noble exile.did not heſitate a moment, but returned 
to Athens, - and forgetting all but his love to his 
country, ſet about reforming the abuſes which had 
crept in during his abſence, which was no ſooner 
done, but he bent his arms againſt the Perſians, 
and gained a freſh victory over them; after which, 
he invaded the ifland of Cyprus, and, had he not 
been unfortunately killed at the fiege of Citium, it 
is thought he would have conquered that, and the 
whole kingdom of Egypt. Plutarch, Cornelius 
Nepos, Cicero, Athenaus, &c. 


7 


Driox 'of SYRACusE reſtores liberty to SICILY, 
notwithſtanding the SYRACUSANS ingratitude 
70 him, | * C 0 


92 was one of the moſt illuſtrious citizens 
and patriots of Syracuſe &. In his time the 
kingdom of Sicily was not only engaged with the 
Romans and Carthaginians in a tedious and ex- 
penſive war, but ſadly corrupted within, through 
the weakneſs of their young king, and the luxury 

8 C 2 1 and 
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* Syracuſe was the metropolis of Sicily, a conſiderable 
iſland in the Mediterranean, over againſt Italy. It had 
Ja very commodious port, and was fo excellently well li- 
tuated for trade, that it became one of the richeſt and 
XE wealthieſt cities of thoſe parts. It was at firſt under a 
ZE republican government, till Dionyſius, their general, a 

W man of unmeaſurable ambition and policy, found means 
to reduce it into a ſtate of ſlavery;and became the hate- 
ful tyrant, of it. ws 
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and baſeneſs of his courtiers v. Dion juſtly conſi- 
dered, that a reformation at home was the moſt 
likely means to enable them to be ſucceſsful abroad. 
He began at the fountain head, by introducing to 
the king perſons of the greateſt ſenſe, learning 
and virtue, and at length perſuading him to ſend for 
the famous Athenian | philoſopher Plato g, as the 
moſt capable perſon to form him in the true art of 
government, | 2: 
Plato ſoon became a great favourite of the king 
and of all good men, ſo that by the help of his wor- 
thy friend Dion, they quickly reformed the ſtate 
to ſuch a degree as alarmed all the diſſolute courti- 
| | ers, 


— — 


— — —— 


* This was Dionyſius II. ſon of the tyrant mention- 
ed in the laſt note. He had been greatly neglected in 
his education by his unnatural father, to whom all virtue 
even in his own children was obnoxious ; but he was in 
other reſpects a prince of a ſweet and excellent diſpoſi- 
tion. This procured him an eaſy acceſſion to the throne, 
contrary to his father's will, who at his death would have 
left it to one of his ſons by Andromache, another wife, 
who was a Syracuſan by birth. Whether therefore Di- 
on deſigned indeed to perſuade him by degrees to reſtore 
Syracule to its antient liberty, or only to inſtruct him how 
to rule it in a more mild and moderate manner than his 
father had done, his deſign was truly laudable, and wor- 
thy of ſuch a noble patriot. 

+ This excellent perſon had formerly been invited to 
Syracuſe by the late king, and received there with: great 
Lindneſs; but as Plato was too great an enemy to ty- 
ranny, not to cenſure him ſometimes for it, he at laſt ſo 
oftended the tyrant, that he was condemned by him to 
be ſold for a ſlave at the common market for a trifling 
ſum. Some philoſophers however, out of reſpect to that 


great man, went and bought him, and ſent him back to | 2 


Greece, with a caution to avoid converſing with tyrants, 
unleſs he could do it more artfully and agrecably. 
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ers, and ſet them upon ſome expedient to ward a- 
gainſt two ſuch powerful enemies to their de- 
bauchery. The 8 king, awakened now, as 
it were, from a lethargy, had utterly abandoned 
his former pleaſures and luxury for the purſuit of 
all princely virtues, inſomuch, that his court be- 
gan to ſhew, at leaſt in outward appearance, an in- 
clination to follow his example, but, at the ſame 
time, had procured the recall of Philiſtus “, as a 
proper perſon to defeat all Dion's deſigns. 

\ Philiſtus began with ridiculing the rigidneſs of 
= Plato's precepts, as unworthy, or at leaſt unfit for 
a king, and then proceeded to raiſe jealouſies a- 
gainſt that philoſopher, as having a deſign to per- 
ſuade.the young prince to reſign his crown, When 
he and his creatures had ſufficiently filled his head 
with fears and miſtruſt, they counterfeited a trea- 
ſonable letter. againſt Dion, filled with ſuch black 
articles, that Dionyſius, unable to contain himſelf, 
ſhewed it to him. with ſuch a rage, that he would 
not ſo much as hear what he had to ſay for him- 
ſelf, but ordered him immediately to get into a veſ- 
ſel, which he had cauſed to be prepared to carry 
him into Italy, and there to leave him, 
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* This man was an experienced officer of old Dion y- 
ſius, and a perſon of great learning, but had been ba- 
niſhed by the ſuſpicious tyrant. And it is no ſmall 
wonder, that a man of his character ſhould joyn againſt 
J \ fo noble a deſign as that of Dion, which he could not 
but obſerve was calculated for the common good of his 
country. But whether through jealouſy, ambition, or 
XX fome other unworthy motive, Philiſtus ſuffered himſelf 

to be carried away by the cabals of a corrupted court, 
not only to cppoſe, as he did, all Dion's meaſures, but 


even to joyn with thoſe that were hatching that noble 
patriob's ruin. | | 
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Dion obeyed, and Plato ſtaid not long after him. 
The uſage he met with from that king made him 
glad to return to Athens, inſomuch, that he would 
not accept of his preſents, but ſailed away as ſoon 
as he could. | unto: | 

In the mean time, Dion, during his retirement, 
was finding out the means of reſtoring the antient 
government not only to Syracuſe, but to all Sicily, 
and with a ſmall army, which he put on board, 
ſoon landed at that iſland ; where the firſt news he 
heard was, that the king had left it, and was fail- 
ed for Italy. He immediately cauſed it to be pro- 
claimed that he was come ta root out tyranny, 
and reſtore liberty to the Sicihans, and was joyned 
with ſuch numbers of citizens and others from all 
parts of the iſland, that he ſoon gained a complete 
victory over the tyrant's troops, in which he ſigna- 


lized |bimG6lf with | incredible bravery... T i 


ceſs did indeed animate the Syracuſans to puſh on 
for liberty; but their former ſlavery had ſo debaſed 


their minds, that they began to ſuſpe& their brave 


benefactor of a deſign of ſeizing the crown for 
himſelf ; and, being encouraged to it by Heraclides, 
one of Dion's rivals, obliged him, by. force of 


arms, to retire into the territories of the Leontines, 
by whom both he and his handful of men were re- | 


ceived with all the real marks of affection and e- 


ſteem, as was due to fo noble a patriot, 


This ingratitude of the Syracuſans did not go 
long unpuniſhed. The citadel of that capital, 
which ſtill held out for Dionyſus, having received 
ſome reinforcement from him by ſea, took a favou- 
rable opportunity during Dion's abſence to make a 
ſally in the dead of night upon them, which they 


did without any oppoſition, the whole city, which I 


had ſpent the preceding day in feaſting, being now 
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in a profaund ſleep, The havock they made of them 
was hardly to be expreſſed, They murdered all 
they came at without diſtinction, plundered the ci- 
ty of what they found moſt valuable, and left the 


ſtreets running with blood, and covered with dead 


bodies, The city was next in danger to be ſet on 
fire by the enemy, when the-ungrateful citizens 
were forced at length to ſend an humble deputation 
to their old deliverer, entreating him to forget all 
paſt injuries, and come ſpeedily to their relief. Di- 
on was eaſily prevailed on, and upon his arrival at 
Syracuſe, found the city in flames, and the enemy 
murdering all that they met with, He was forced 
in many places to march with his troops through 
the fire, and ſometimes over the rubbiſh of houſes 
burnt down, defore he could reach the Dionyſians ; 
but his valour overcame all theſe obſtacles, ſo that 
he ſoon joined iſſue with them, drove one part of 
them back to the citadel, and left the reſt weltering 
in their blood. The city thus regained, the cita- 
del was ſoon after forced to ſurrender ; after which 
Dion ſet about reſtoring the {tate to their antient li- 
berty, and ſhortly after died. 

As for Dionyſius, he took the advantage of the 
troubles that aroſe after Dion's death to return into 
Syracuſe, where he got himſelf once more reſtored 
to his kingdom, but was ſoon aſter forced to ſur- 
render it to 'Timoleon, whom the Corinthians had 


VE ſent againſt him, and was by him 1 th in a 


galley to Corinth, where, having laviſhed the 
— he brought with him, and being ready to 
ſtarve, he betook himſelf to keep a ſchool for a 
livelihood, Plutarch, Diodorus Siculus, &c. 
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FILIAL DuTyY and PIETY. 


| inforced in holy writ, with the pro- 


2 
9 
* 1 
5 
. 


A 
3) i 05 miſe of Iong and happy life here, ane 
: $s © Z a bliſsful eternity hereafter. The 
very light of nature repreſents it in 
| ſuch lovely colours, that all nations, 
antient as well as modern, batbarous and illiterate 
as well as learned and polite, have deſervedly given 
it the greateſt encomiums and encouragement. A 
dutiful child was juſtly eſteemed not only a moſt 
uſeful member of ſociety, but even a great orna- 
ment to it. The ſtubborn and diſobedient, on the 
contrary, were looked upon as the very bane of it, 
and monſters in nature; and ſuch as theſe were ac- 
tually condemned to death by the law of Moſes. 
Hence it is, that there is hardly a heathen nation 
that has not produced ſuch ſignal inſtances of this 
filial piety, as muſt put many of our profeſled 
Chriſtians to the bluſh. Of which take the follow- 
ing ones for a ſcantling. 


8 60 and duty to parents is a virtue 


— 
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EN EAS“ fill piety to his aged father. 


N FAS, the ſon of Anchiſes, Face of WM 
Troy, is chiefly famed and dj{tingurhed, - 3 
frum other antient heroes, for his filial gffection+3 
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and piety to his decrepid father. The old prince 
was eighty years of age, when the city of Troy, 
his capital, was, after a ten years ſiege, taken by 
the Greeks, and burnt ; ſo that he muſt have ine- 
vitably periſhed in the flames, or fallen a ſacrifice 
to the enemy's ſword, had not his-brave and affec- 
tionate ſon made his way through all dangers to 
come to his reſcue, and on his own ſhoulders con- 
veyed him to a place of ſafety. This noble action 
it is that raiſes Æneas's character above all his other 
exploits, and has received the greateſt commenda- 
tion from all the writers of antiquity, as a pattern 
worthy the imitation of poſterity. Cato, Diony/. 
Falicarn. Virgil, Apallodorus, &. | 


SO eee 


T1Tvs, the ſon ef MANL1vus, his noble ſtrata- 
gem to ſave his cruel and unnatural father, 


ANLIUS, for his haughtineſs and cruelty, 
ſirnamed Imperioſus, had made ſo ill an uſe 
of his dictatorial dignity *, that immediately aſter 
his depoſition a proceſs was begun againſt him, 


C5 and 


* It was a cuſtom among the Romans upon great 
emergencies to chooſe a chief magiſtrate, whom they 
endowed with a ſupreme and abſolute power, under the 
name of dictator. He could make peace or war, pu- 
niſh or reward, without conſulting the ſenate, or any 
conſul -or tribune, His power was to laſt ſix months, 
during which he was never to ſtir out of Italy, leſt he 
ſhould, by the help of the ſoldiers, or any other foul 
means, get the power confirmed to him for life. After 
the ix months were expired, he was to lay down his 
commiſſion, and then he might be tried and puniſhed if 
he bad abuſed it, 


returned to his confinement, 
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and ſeveral black articles laid to his charge, of 
which he had a copy delivered to him, that he 
might either clear 1:imſelf from, or be puniſhed 
for them. One of them, among the reſt, was, 
that he had confined his ſon Titus to his country- 
ſeat, and obliged him to work there among his ſer- 
vants and ſlaves, under pretence that he had an im- 
pediment in his ſpeech, and was a youth of a dull 
and flow capacity, The whole city had already 
condemned him, both as an unnatural parent and 
tyrannical magiſtrate, and were in hopes to ſee 


ſome ſevere puniſhment inflicted upon him. None 


were found that pitied him but his much injured ſon 
Titus, who took it ſo to heart that he ſhould fur- 
niſh any aggravation to his father's guilt, that he 
took up a noble reſolution to ſave him at the hazard 
of his own life. 

Accordingly, on the day before the trial, he left 
his father's farm early in the morning, and came 
directly to the houſe of Pomponius, the tribune 
that was appointed to try him, and ſent to deſire 
to ſpeak with him. The tribune eaſily admitted 
him to a private conference, not doubting but he 
came to bring ſome freſh accuſation againſt his bar- 
barous father ; but he was ſoon undeceived, to his 
great ſurprize and aſtoniſhment, when Titus draw- 
ing out a dagger, clapped it to his breaſt, and ſwore 
that he was come with full purpoſe to ſheath it in- 
to his heart, unleſs he engaged himſelf by the moſt 
ſolemn oaths to deſiſt from the proſecution againſt 
him, Pomponius was fo terrified at this unexpect- 
ed compliment, that he was glad to promiſe him 
what he asked, and to ſwear to the faithful per- 
formance of it; after which, Titus contentedly 
| The proſecution was 
-- accordingly dropped, and the people, who could 
not but highly admire the exalted piety of the ſon 


towards 


= 
= 
4) 
4 f 
4 MW 


_ BF a,” Cary)” * FRE 22 A ; 3 — 2 As kD * 
* * * * 1 * W. *. 2 A 3 * 
VC K e 5 A By. 3 * 
r 1 1 " „ 1 2 + : 
BS * 7 4 5 wa 4 . . 2 . = 
- LA. — -— LE he rd Yin 1. ME. - > < : one >. - 
d » + * 


1 word pa 
n * 
1 
*4% . 

WATT 2 
A b * 


Ps 
1 


th 
222 


o* 


— 
1 1 


— , 


* * cum = TYP 1 9 


1 5 w' e ws 


WO IE" 


EY 8 
WS 1 * 


4 "WM —_ 
2 — 
WF. 22 r 


* mh > 


& II 2 TER * 1 nad” T7,” *. *s * 
be q : Ta, N . 2 EST i. . 
a as —_ Ty x a + ts n. n wget 
. L : © ox = SAL #7" x w 1 I, ** 
Pre r 9” SY SO TY i ao "R l” a 
K 2 2 . 1 * l 1 * 3 = * 7 J 5 po — 8 9 
4 3 . 
I 


a. == 2 ee ts * - 
——_—_— . 


Baſt 
* 2 


ar 


en MoRAL SuBJEcTs, &c, 35 


towards a moſt inhuman father, applauded the tri- 
bune's conduct in rewarding it with Manlius's 
diſcharge, From that time both Titus, and, for 
his ſake, the haughty Manlius, became the admi- 
ration of Rome, and both were raiſed to ſome of 
the higheſt dignities in the government. Tit. Livy, 
Cicero, Valer. Maxim. &c. 


e een 


ANTIGONUs, the noble prince of MACEDONIA, 
his ſingular tenderneſs for his father. 


0. Is noble prince is juſtly famed for his piety 
to his unfortunate father, once the potent 
king of Macedonia, but, through a long ſeries of 
ill ſucceſſes, reduced to the loweſt eſtate by his un- 
grateful ſon-in-law Seleucus, king of Syria *. De- 
metrius, that was the unhappy king's name, find- 
ing himſelf forſaken by his treacherous army, and 
ready to be betrayed into the hands of his enemy, 
was adviſed by the few friends that were left about 
him to ſurrender himſelf, which he e 

C 6 did. 


K 


* After the death of Alexander, his vaſt empire, as 
he left no children, was divided by conſent between the 
head generals of his army, each of them taking the ti- 
tle of king, and erecting the territories that fell to his lot 
into a kingdom. But they ſoon grew jealous of cne ano- 
ther, and after ſeveral freſh partitions, which raiſed new 
diſcords, fell into open wars, in which each endeavour- 
ed, by force of arms, to aggrandize his own dominions 
at the expence of ſome competitor. And this was the 
occaſion of the enmity and war between the great Deme- 
trius and Seleucus ; the fiſt of which was by far ſuperi- 
or in valour and merit, tho' the latter proved more for- 
tunate than he. 
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did. Seleucus at firſt received him with tokens of 
the greateſt reſpect and friendſhip, proteſting that 
he thought himſelf more obliged to fortune for giv- 
ing him this opportunity of ſhewing his clemency 
towards him, than if he had gained a complete vi- 
Qtory over him. But he ſoon after convinced him, 
that he meant nothing more by all theſe florid ex- 
preſſions, than to amuſe him, and ſecure him fo 
faſt, that he ſhould never have it in his power to 


regain his liberty. 


Accordingly he ſent him ſoon after into a ſtrong 
caſtle in an iſland, and there kept him cloſe priſon- 
er, where he might have leiſure to reflect on his 
paſt misfortunes, without any the leaſt poſſibility 
of remedying them. When Demetrius found him- 
ſelf in this forlorn and deſperate condition, he ſent 
a letter to his generous ſon to acquaint him with it, 
not to defire him to undertake any thing towards 
regaining his liberty, for that he expreſly forbid him; 
but, on the contrary, to enjoyn him to look upon 
his father as dead, and himſelf as king in his ſtead, 
to govern his ſubjects with moderation and juſtice, 
and by no means to part with any cities, lands, 
or treaſure to Seleucus by way of ranſom, or to 


give credit to any letter to the contrary, tho' writ- 


ten with his own hand, and ſealed with his own 
ſea]. 6 

This noble difintereſtedneſs in the father, made 
ſo deep an impreſſion on the heart of the heroic 
fon, that, inſtead of obeying his command, he 
ſought for nothing ſo much, as how to procure his 
freedom. But as he was too inferior in ſtrength to 
attempt it by force of arms, he endeavoured to ob- 
tain it by pacific means, by intereſting ſeveral 


princes and ſtates to ſue to Seleucus for his liberty, 


whilſt himſelf offered him all the provinces which 
he held in Greece, which were very conſiderable, 
together 
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together with ſome large ſums of money, and at 
length his own perſon as hoſtage for his father's 
releaſe. Seleucus lent a deaf ear to all his offers; 
but Demetrius being afraid leſt his generous ſon 
ſhould make ſuch new and large ones as might be 
thought worth accepting, ſeems to have only fought 
how to prevent it by haſtening his own death, by 
giving himſelf up to drinking and banqueting, 
which, with his confinement, and want of exer- 
ciſe, brought an incurable diſtemper upon him, 
which carried him off in the third year of his im- 
priſonment. 

Antigonus's piety did not end with his father's life; 
but when he heard of his death, and that his aſhes 
* were ſent to him by Seleucus, he failed with a 
noble fleet to the Archives + to meet them, de- 
poſited them in a rich urn of gold, which he pla- 
ced on the poop of his royal galley, under a ſtately 
canopy, ſet his own crown upon it, and ſtood by 
it in deep mourning, and with his eyes bathed with 
tears, In this mournful pomp they entred the ha- 
ven of Corinth, where he left all his father's trophies 
as ſtanding monuments of his former valour and 

ſucceſs, 


— 


* It was the cuſtom among thoſe antient nations to 
burn the bodies of the dead, and to depoſite their afhes 
in urns, which were placed in ſome conſpicuous part of 
the houſe. You may ſee how this grand ceremony 
was performed by the Greeks and Romans in Potter's 
and Kennet's antiquities, mentioned in ſome of the fore- 
going notes, 

+ The Archipelago is the furthermoſt part of the 
Mediterranean towards Conſtantinople. For tho' this 
ſea be but ſmall and inconſiderable in compariſon of the 
main ocean, yet every part of it bears a different name 
according to the territories to which it joins, as you may 
dee by the map of Europe, 
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ſucceſs, - but ſent the royal urn to Demetria, a fa- 
vourite City, built by the deceaſed king, and called | 
by his own name. 


Gnn,ο”⁰ον⁰ννν,ẽ'Q ee 
T VRO, expoſes his own life, to ſave that f | 


his father. 


EROD, the haughty and cruel king of Ju- 

dea, had, in one of his deſperate fits of jea- 
louſy, cauſed his virtuous and innocent queen, Ma- 
riamne, a princeſs of the moſt exalted character 
and merit, to be unjuſtly condemned to death, 
and led to public execution, He had two noble 
ſons by her, Alexander and Ariſtobulus, whom he 
had ſent to Rome to be educated under the emperor 
Auguſtus's eye. As ſoon as theſe young princes re- 
ceived the melancholy. news of their mother's ca- 
taſtrophe, they could not forbear expreſſing their 
grief and reſentments at it in ſuch terms as their 
love and piety towards that beſt of mothers inſpired 
them with, but which ſo enraged their jealous fa- 
ther, that he immediately cauſed them to be tried 
for treaſon, and to be condemned to loſe their 
heads, At the ſame time he cauſed Antipater, 


a younger ſon by another wife, and a prince of a 


baſe character, to be declared his ſucceſſor, 

Among thoſe who came to diſſuade him from 
putting theſe two brave princes to death, and ex- 
poſing his old age to the mercy of the arrogant and 
ambitious Antipater, 'was Tyro, an old, honeſt, 
and experienced officer, who, upon his admittance, 
did aſſure him that this young prince did entertain 
ſome treaſonable deſigns againſt his life and crown, 
and was upon that account become odious to the 
chiefs of the Jewiſh nation, He had ſcarce done 


ſpeak- 


| on MoRAL SUB JES, &c, 
IT ſpeaking, when the ſuſpicious king ordered him ei- 
ther to declare immediately who thoſe Jewiſh 


b chiefs were, or elſe to be led to the rack, and there 
have their names extorted from him. 


IT unwilling to facrifice 


Tyro was EPR,” ſent to the torture, being 
5 o many brave men to He- 
rod's fury. They had already begun their bloody 
office upon him, where the brave old general muſt 
in all likelihood have expired in the midſt of his 
torments, as many more of both ſexes had done 
before under that cruel tyrant, had not his brave 
ſon freed him at the expence of his own life, Ty- 
ro, that was the brave youth's name, came at that 
very inſtant, and to fave his father from the im- 
pending danger, boldly confeſſed, that he alone, 
without his father's knowledge, had conſpired to 
murder the king, and fave his two ſons from death, 
upon which the old gentleman was releaſed, and 
his generous ſon in all likelihood put to death, tho” 
our author mentions nothing of it; but only adds, 
that his confeſſion was believed by none but the jea- 
lous Herod, who immediately ſent orders to have 
his two gallant and worthy ſons ſtrangled in the ca- 
ſtle of Sebaſte. Foſephus's Antiquittes. 


TOLOLOLO LOO TOPOT OL OLOT  LOLOLOLS LOTS 


MAaRIAMNE's ſingular piety to her inhuman 
mother. 


We Kh rs virtue of filial piety has been equally con- 

ſpicuous in very many of the female ſex. And 

ſince we ſo lately mentioned the barbarous and un- 

Juſt puniſhment of the unhappy Mariamne, we 

ſhall begin with her. This excellent and much in- 

Jured princeſs having been unjuſtly Wr » 
| ea 
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death for diſloyalty, partly by the impetuous tem- 


per of a jealous husband, and partly by the, cabals 


of court ſycophants, and by evidences extorted by 
racks and torture, was led to public execution un- 
der a ſtrong guard. An object which drew tears 
from every eye but her own. One would have 


thought it out of the power of the moſt malignant 


fortune to have reduced her to a lower and more 
deplorable ſtate, and yet in her laſt extremity ſhe 
met with a ſeverer trial than all ſhe had undergone 
before, and which put her virtue to the hardeſt 
proof, | | | 

Her unnatural mother, a woman of a proud, 
ambitious temper, fearing leſt her turn ſhould come 
next, as ſhe indeed more juſtly deſerved it, could 
think on no better expedient to ingratiate herſelf 
with the cruel tyrant, than by inſulting her unfor- 
tunate daughter in her laſt moments. She met her 
as ſhe was going to the ſcaffold, loaded her with 
the bittereſt invectives, and finding that all her re- 


proaches could not extort one complaint from the 


ſorrowful princeſs, ſhe, in a kind of frentic fury, 
ſeized on her diſhevelled hair, beat her about the 
face and breaſt, as if ſhe had deſigned to ſupply 
the executioner's place, tho' with a more un- 
common and unnatural barbarity. Mariamne con- 
ſidering her ſtill as her parent, bore all blows and in- 
juries with the moſt ſurprizing conſtancy and pa- 


tience, neither uttering one ſingle complaint, nor 


moving a hand to defend herſelf, When parted 
from her by the guards, ſhe only caſt a pitying look 
towards her, which plainly ſhewed ſhe was more 
concerned for the baſeneſs of a woman whom ſhe 
ſtill honoured as a parent, than for the loſs of her 
own life, and with the ſame admirable patience and 
conſtancy reſigned her head to the ſword, Jeſe- 


ꝓbus's Antiquities, 
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ah! A JEPHTHA's daughter, her exemplary ſubmiſſion 
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to her father. 


EPHTHA's daughter, tho” a young virgin, and 
the only child of her father, gave no leſs ſignal an 
inſtance of her filial duty and piety even in.thoſe ten- 
der years.. Her father having been choſen judge and 
general over the Iſraelites, had made an inconſide- 
rate vow, upon his: firſt marching out _=_ the 
children of Ammon, that if he came off victori- 
ous, he would dedicate the firſt thing that came 
out of his own houſe to meet him at his return, or 
(if the creature was meet for it) offer it up as a 
burnt ſacrifice unto the Lord * Jephtha gained a 
complete victory, and was returning home in tri- 


umph, 


— . 8 — . r 
— — — 


* If it be asked what Jephtha muſt have done if a 
hog, a dog, cat, or aſs, or any other unclean creature 
had met him, for ſuch could not be ſacrificed to God; 
the anſwer is obvious, he muſt have exchanged it for a 
clean one of the ſame or greater value, and have made 
his burnt- offering of it. In like manner, his meeting a 
human creature, and ſuch being much more 'expreſl 
forbid by the law of God to be ſacrificed, he was fo 
much the more obliged to exchange it for one that was 
fit to be offered, of which the high-prieſt was to be the 
umpire; and the perſon ſo vowed muſt have been dedi- 
cated to the Lord, that is, have been wholly devoted to 
the ſervice of God, in ſome office under the prieſts and Le- 
vites, in the ſame manner as Samuel was dedicated to it 
by his own mother. For it muſt be obſerved here, that 
Jephtha by thus vowing the firſt living creature that 
came out of his own houſe, could mean no others 
but ſuch as were in his power to dedicate, as children, 
ſervants, ſlaves, or cattle. ; a 
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umph, when an object met him which daſhed all 
his joy, and in ſome meaſure ſullied all his glory. 
T his dear and only child, ignorant of his raſh 
vow, had no ſooner heard of his coming, but, big 
with joy at his ſucceſs, ſhe came out of the houſe, 
at the head of a company of young maidens, to 
welcome him with ſongs and dances. At the fight 
of her the Jewiſh conqueror was as it were thun- 
derſtruck, He vented his grief by tearing his 
cloaths, and other tokens ofthe deepeſt concern, 
and at length acquainted her with the vow he had 
made, and how dearly his victory muſt now coſt 
him, ſince it deprived him of the only object of 

his hopes and affection. | 
Here one would reaſonably have expected that 
the daughter's ſurpriſe and concern would have ex- 
cCeeded that of her father; but ſhe, without ap- 
pearing at all dejected at the melancholy news, an- 
ſwered him with an incomparable conſtancy, that 
ſince he had irrecoverably vowed her unto the Lord, 
ſhe was now ready to ſubmit to whatever was im- 
plied by bis vow; that ſhe was ready to ſacrifice 
her life to his honour and ſafety, ſince he had ob- 
tained by it ſuch a ſignal victory over the enemies 
of Iſrael. All therefore, added ſhe, that I beg of 
my dear father, is, that he would permit me to 
retire into ſome of the neighbouring mountains 
with a few of my companions to bewail my vir- 
ginity *, at the end of which I will ſurely return 
and 


— 


— — — — _ 


—_ 


As the young virgin ratified her father's vow, hy 
Which ſhe was to all intents adopted into the family and 
ſervice of God, ſhe became alſo obliged to continue a 

virgin all her life. Now marriage, eſpecially if attend- 

ed with a numerous offspring, was reckoned among the 

Jews one of the greateſt bleſſings ; and her being _ «ef 
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and ſubmit myſelf to what he ſhall decree con- 
cerning me. Such a dutiful and heroic anſwer could 


not but ſurprize both her diſconſolate father and 


all that were preſent at this mournful ſcene, Jeph- 
tha granted her her pious requeſt, and the young 
devotee having ſpent thoſe two months in that ſoli- 
tude, returned to her father, who conſecrated her 
to the Lord according to the tenor of his vow, by 
which means ſhe was obliged to perpetual virgini- 
ty, and himſelf thereby bereaved of the hopes of 
having any poſterity by her “. 


IrH1GENIA 


x 
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barred from it, and her father from having any grand - 
children by her, was the motive that induced her to re- 
tire into ſome ſolitary place to bewail her virgin ſtate; 
that is, her ſecluſion from the advantages of marriage 
and a poſterity. This was likewiſe a ſufficient cauſe of 
grief to her father, by whoſe raſh vow he ſaw her now 
unhappily deprived of them. 
hut He did not then put her to death, as the E and 
ſome Chriſtians imagine, but dedicated her to the ſervice 
of God, and of the tabernacle. Here the men ſo de- 
dicated were employed in fetching and cleaving of wood 
for the ſacrifices, bringing water 2 the prieſts uſe, ſweep- 
ing the courts of the tabernacle and temple, and the 
like. And the women, ſome in ſpinning of cotton for 
the lamps, ſome in mending the curtains and other fur- 
niture of the tabernacle, waſhing the prieſts garments, 
and other the like employ mens. | 
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Ir HIGENIA ſacrificed to DIANA. 


Dh E Greeks ſeem to have been ſuch admi- 
rers of the filial piety of this young Jewiſh 
damſel, as to be willing to tranſplant it into their 
own hiſtory, in the perſon of Iphigenia, the daugh- 
ter of Agamemnon, as follows. 

The Grecian fleet deſtined againſt proud Troy *, 
was a long while detained by contrary winds at the 
place of their rendezvous, when the confederate 
kings bethought themſelves of conſulting a famous 
ſoothſayer named Calchas, and prieſt of Diana : N 
57 what means they might appeaſe the gods, r 

obtain 


* The Trojan war is one of the oldeſt and moſt re- 
markable tranſactions that we have in profane hiſtory ; 
the occaſion of it was, it ſeems, that Paris, the ſon of 
Priam, king of Troy, had carried away thither Hellen, 
the wife of Menelaus, a fatal beauty to the Trojans, and 
Greeks, and kept her there by force; a thing which was 
commonly practiſed in thoſe early and barbarous times. 
Menelaus therefore, after having ſent ſeveral embaſſies 
to demand his wife again, found himſelf obliged to re- 
cover her by force of arms, and engaged a great num- 
ber of neighbouring princes and eſtates to his aſſiſtance, 
among whom was Agamemnon, the father of Iphige- 
nia. Paris, on the other hand, reſolved not to part with 
his prize, had ſuſtained a ſiege of ten years, but receiv- 
ed at laſt his due reward. Ihe city was at length ta- 
ken by the confederate Greeks, and reduced to a heap 
of ruins, and all its inhabitants deſtroyed by fire and 
ſword. 

＋ So the heathen called the moon; they worſhipped 
her under the notion of a virgin goddeſs, a great 1 
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1 obtain a more favourable wind to waft them to the 


place they were bound to. Agamemnon, king of 
Mycene, who bad been choſen chief of the confe- 
deracy, and commander of all their forces, was 
the moſt eager to know the cauſe of the divine diſ- 
pleaſure, which at once obſtructed their glory and 
revenge. He was greatly ſurprized when Calchas, 
who owed him an old grudge, told him that he 
was the cauſe of this irkſome delay, and that he 
had ſo greatly incenced Diana, that nothing leſs 
than the facrifice of his beloved daughter could ren- 
der that goddeſs proſpicious to him and thoſe under 
his command. 

Agamemnon ſhuddered at this unexpected an- 
ſwer. Iphigenia was a beautiful young princeſs, 
juſt upon the point of being married to the brave 
Achilles v. She had ever been a dutiful child to 
him, and he a fond and tender parent to = ; 

now 


— — — — 


of chaſtity, and a mighty huntreſs. For this reaſon 
they repreſented her as a young virgin in a looſe half 
Creſs, with a bow in her hand, and a quiver hanging 
behind her, and generally diſtinguiſhed her by a creſcent 
or new moon, Which ſerved as an ornament over her 

forehead. _ „ ** 
This prince was king of Phthya or Phthiotis, a ſmall 
kingdom near Theſſaly. His country was ſo well peopled, 
and. his ſubjects ſo induſtrious, that they were called Mir. 
midons or Piſmires, from their reſemblance to that provi- 
dent and laborious creature. The fabulous poets add, 
that he was in vulnerable in every part, but one of his 
heels, the reaſon of which they ſay is, that when his 
mother dipped him in the Styx, (a fabulous river, of 
which they tell a world of wonders) ſhe held him by 
the heel, ſo that the water could not come at that part. 
Iphigenia was to be given to him as a recompence for 
his engaging in the Trojan war, where he continued a 
long 
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how then could he conſent to ſuch an inhuman 
deed, and ſee her murdered at the foot of the cru- 
el goddeſs's altar? At length, after a long ſuſ- 
pence, and the moſt violent ſtruggles between love 
and glory, his unmeaſurable ambition, backed with 
the perſuaſions of his confederates, got the better 
of his paternal fondneſs, and he was prevailed upon 
to ſign as it were her death-warrant, and to have 
her ſnatched out of a loving mother's arms, to fall 
a ſacrifice to pride and tevenge. | 9 
Iphigenia was accordingly ſent for by her father, 
and upon her arrival to the Grecian army the fatal 
ſecret was revealed to her by his orders, and, to the 
ſurprize of all that heard it, was received by 
the young princeſs, not with tears and complaints, 
but with filial duty and ſubmiſſion. She ſuffered 
herſelf to be adorned with flowers and garlands, 
as the manner then was, and to be led to the altar, 
where the butcherly Calchas waited for his victim, 
as impatient to give it the fatal blow, as ſhe ſeem- i 
ed willing to receive it. Thus the Greek authors 
have dreſſed up the ſtory of this young princeſs af- i 
ter that of Jephtha's daughter, which happened but 
a century or two before the ſiege of Troy. As for ü 
her 
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long time without performing any exploit, becauſe he 
found himſelf deprived of her; but at length his cou- 
rage and reſentment were ſtirred up by a new-accident. 
His friend Patroclus, a perſon whom he loved as his 
ownſelf, was killed by the Trojans, upon which he gave 
a full ſcope to his revenge and cruclty, and having kil- 
led Hector, another of king Priam's ſons, he cauſed 
- him to be tied by the feet to his chariot, and dragged 
thrice round the walls of Troy. This indignity ſo pro- 
voked his brother Paris, that he ſoon after {allied upon 
him, and killed him by a wound which he gave him in 
the heel, the only place where he could be wounded. 
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er death they are not agreed. Some think ſhe 
* eas really ſacrificed by the revengeful prieſt; others 
ay that Diana out of compaſſion to her, took her 
s into the skies, and ſubſtituted a deer in her 
Mead, not unlike the different notions about the 
Mite of the Jewiſh virgin that gave birth to this. 
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Nuptial Fidelity, Chaſtity and Conſtancy. 


e obſerved at our entrance upon the 
e I 'C; {, head of filial duty, that the piety of 
e children to their parents was juſtly 
i eſteemed an almoſt infallible prog- 
wovoſtic of their proving eminent ex- 
= amples of ſocial virtues in whatever 
W eſtate fell to their lot. A tender and dutiful daugh- 
ter, for inſtance, can ſcarce be other than a tender 
and dutiful wife; and it muſt be owned, that the 
ſex has furniſhed hiſtory with many ſignal inſtances 
of conjugal fidelity and afteCtion in every age and 
= country. - | 


FFC 


CHELONIS, her extraordinary piety to her father” 
- and husband, 


HEI. oN IS, an illuſtrious Spartan lady, is juſt- 
ly famed for her having maintained this noble 
and amiable character, both as daughter and wife. 
Under the former, whilſt the Spartan ſtate was 
5 miſerably 
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miſerably torn by inteſtine broils, her father, the 3 | 


brave king Leonidas, was depoſed by the cabals of 


the oppoſite faction, and forced to wander for ſome 
time an exile; whilſt Cleombrotus, to whom he 
had given his virtuous daughter in marriage, was 


Taiſed to the royal dignity in his ſtead. And here 


it was that ſhe gave the moſt ſignal token of true 
filial piety, in chuſing to accompany her father in 


his baniſhment, rather than ſhare with her huſ- ; 


band in the pomp and ſplendor of his new gotten 3 | 


kingdom. | 

Some time after Leonidas was reſtored again, 
and Cleombrotus forced to take ſanctuary in the 
temple of Neptune *, where his incenſed father- 
in-law foon reached him, and having reproached 
him in the ſevereſt terms for his want of duty and 
gratitude, was juſt going to condemn him to death, 
In this interval came in the noble Chelonis clad in 
deepeſt mourning, and holding her two children in 
her arms, and throwing herſelf at her father's feet, 
made the following glorious ſpeech in behalf of 
her husband, | 


„This mourning attire and dejected counte- | 
% nance, and all theſe other ſigns of inexpreſſible 


© woe, too great to be concealed, were heretofore 
% put on, not to plead for Cleombrotus, but to 
4 partake with you in your baniſhment. - And 
„ now you are reſtored to your country and king- 

| | « dom, 
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* The god of the ſea among the Heathen. It is ſur- 
ther to be obſerved, that thoſe temples or places of wor- 
ſhip were held ſo ſacred among them, that perſons uſed 
to take refuge thither to skreen themſelves from their 
enemies, or even criminals to avoid puniſhment, and it 


was looked upon as a profanation of thoſe ſanctuaries 
to force any perſon out of. them. 
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& dom, muſt I fill be doomed to grief and miſe- 
& ry? Or, would you have me attired in my fe- 
c ſtival Ornaments to rejoyce with you, when 


I = << you have doomed to death the man to whom 


% you gave me for a wife? Either he muſt ap- 
t peaſe you by mine and my childrens tears, or 
ce muſt ſuffer a greater puniſhment than he de- 
c ſerves; for he muſt inevitably ſee me die before 


&« him, who am ſo very dear unto him. To what 


&« end ſhould I live, or how can I ſhew myſelf 
&« among the Spartan ladies, if it appear that I 
«© was not able to move compaſſion either in my 
husband towards my father, or in my father to- 
„ wards my husband? I was born, it ſeems, to 
© be diſgraced both as a wife and a daughter in the 
«© perſon who is neareſt to me in that capacity. As 
« for my husband, I ſufficiently diſowned his 
„ cauſe, when I forſook him to follow you; but 
you yourſelf will now juſtify his proceeding, by 
5 * to the world that it is juſt to kill a 
* ſon-in-law, and be regardleſs of a daughter for 
© the ſake of a crown.” 

So noble and dutiful a ſpeech, from ſo pious 
and virtuous a daughter, might, on: would expect, 
have met with a ſuitable ſucceſs; but the inexora- 
ble father was too exaſperated againſt his ſon-in- 
law to forgive him ſuch an injury; ſo that all 
that the diſconſolate lady could obtain from him, 
was to have her husband's ſentence changed into 
that of perpetual baniſhment. Here again Chelo- 
nis's virtue triumphed over her father's ſeverity ; 
and ſince her unfortunate husband muſt be ba- 
niſhed, ſhe generouſly reſolved to accompany him, 
and be a partner of his misfortunes, Her father 
tried in vain all poſſible means to divert her from 


it; ſhe proved as inexorable to him as he had been 


to her ; upon which our author makes this judici- 
| ET = -,* ous 
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ous remark, that Cleombrotus was happier in his 
baniſhment with ſuch a wife, than he could have 
been in the poſleMon of the kingdom without her. 


Plutarch in the life of Avis. 
eee 


LUCRETIA, her rape and death. 


UCRETIA, a noble Roman lady, will ſtand 
foremoſt in the Roman hiſtory, as a monu- 
ment of chaſtity and conjugal fidelity. Her hus- 
band having at a drinking feaſt been indiſcreetly 
laviſh of his praiſes on her beauty and virtue &, 
gave a fatal opportunity to Sextus Tarquin, king 
of Rome, of beholding her, and becoming deſpe- 
rately enamoured of her. As he was a perſon that 
would not ſtick at the baſeſt actions to ſatisfy his 
brutiſh paſſion, he quickly returned to her houſe 


in 


— 5 — 


* Tarquin II. juſtly ſirnamed Superbus, or the Proud, 
and rather the tyrant than the king of Rome, was then 
laying Siege to Ardea, a city avout ſixteen miles 
ſouth of Rome, but not ſo cloſely as not to allow him- 
ſelf and his officers time for tevellings and diverſions. 
On- this fatal day he was entertaining ſome near rela- 
tions, and among the reſt Collatinus the husband of Lu- 
cretia. In ti.cir cups they began, it ſeems, to diſpute 
about which of them had the beſt wife, and agreed to 
decide the controverſy by paying each of them an un- 
expected viſit that very night. They ſet out accordingly, 
and whilſt the reſt were caught at ſome kind of diver- 
ſions, Lucretia alone was found at that late hour at her 
family-work among her maids, upon which they all gave 
her the preference; and 'I arquin, who had more time 
to obſerve her at an entertainment ſhe then made for 


them, conceived that unlawfal paſſion for her, which 


proved the cauſe of hers and his own ruin. 
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in Collatinus's abſence, - and being nearly related 
to him, was civilly entertained by his virtuous 
wife, and about midnight, by ſome private means, 
got into her bed- chamber. He found her in bed, 
and drew nearher with his drawn ſword, threatening 
her with immediate death if ſhe did not quickly 
roſign herſelf up to him. Lucretia would have 
ſacrificed an hundred lives to her chaſtity ; but 
when the ruffian threatened to ſtab with her ſome 
one of her domeſtics, and blaſt her reputation by 
laying his dead corps near to hers, her concern 
and dread of infamy threw her into ſuch an ago- 
ny, that ſhe eaſily became a defenceleſs prey to 
the raviſher. How ſhe ſpent the diſmal remainder 
of the night can only be imagined; but the re- 
ſult of it was a frm reſolution not to outlive the 
diſhonour and violence ſhe had received. 


11 The long-wiſhed-ſor Morn being come, ſhe 
Is ſent for her husband, her father, with ſome other 


near relations and perſons of rank, and in ſuch 
broken accents as her grief would allow, declared 
to them her laſt night's misfortune, begging of 
them with a flood of tears to revenge her honour 
after her death. The company, tho? filled with 
horror at the news, yet {trove at firſt to aſſuage her 
grief, by reminding her that no ſtain or infamy 
could ſtick where the heart was wholly innocent. 
She ſeemed only to give them the hearing, but 
continued unſhaken in her reſolution, and having 
embraced her father and her husband, plunged-a 
dagger, which ſhe had purpoſely concealed under 
her garments, into her breaſt, and expired ſome 
moments after at their feet. Thus died the Ro- 
man heroine a ſad ſacrifice to her honour, in ſpight 
of all the intreaties of her neareſt relations, who, 
from that hour, reſolved the deſtruction of the in- 
human raviſher, and accompliched it ſoon after, 

| D 2 whilſt 
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52 SELECT HISTORIES 
whilſt her death became a means of delivering the 


Roman ſtate not only from the tyranny of the 
Tarquins, but from that alſo of an abſolute mo- 


narchy. Tit. Livy, Dion. Halicarn. &c. 
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Por TIA, her conjugal fidelity, 


OR TIA, the worthy daughter of the great Cato, 

and faithful wife of the noble Brutus, had for 
ſome time obſerved, with no ſmall concern, her hus- 
band labouring under ſome great anxiety of mind &, 
which yet he was very induſtrious to conceal from 
her, However, as ſhe had the greateſt regard for 
him, ſhe reſolved not to extort the ſecret from 
him, till ſhe had tried how far ſhe was capable, 


P 


In caſe of need, to keep it even in the midſt of 


racks and torturess To this end, having one 
day plunged a ſharp knife into her thigh, the an- 
guiſh of which, together with the loſs of blood, 
had thrown her into a high fever, ſhe opened the 
myſtery to Brutus, who was flown into her apart- 
ment upon the firſt news, in words to this effect: 

I think, 


— i. —— 2 — 


®* Brutus had indeed the greateſt cauſe to be thus anxi- 


| ous and diſquieted, ſince he was embarked in no leſs 


an enterpriſe, with a number of other Roman patriots, 
than the aſſaſſinating Julius Cæſar, now in the heighth 
of power and glory, and to deliver the Roman empire 
from the ſlavery and tyranny under which that ambitious 
prince had reduced it; ſo that beſides the continual dread 
of a diſcovery, which might prevent their deſign, he 
had, moreover, the greateſt reaſon to fear the reſent- 
ment of Cæſar, to whom he was bound by the ſtrongeſt 
ties of blood, friendſhip, and many ſingular fayours, 
which he had laviſhed upon him. 
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I think, Brutus, thae I was not married to you 
barely to bear a ſhare in your good, but alſo in 


XX your misfortunes. But how can I do this, if you un- 


kindly conceal them from me. You may, perhaps, 
think our ſex too frail to keep any important ſe- 
cret ; nay, and I myſelf was fo fearful of it, that 
tho' Jam the daughter of Cato, and wife to Bru- 
tus, and, as ſuch, muſt have received ſome Ad- 


voantages above other women, yet would not de- 


pend upon my own courage and conſtancy till I 
had made this ſevere trial of it, and could con- 
vince you by it, that I am proof againſt all pain 
and grief, | 

Such an heroic declaration would have unlocked 
the breaſt of a man much leſs gencrous than that 
of Brutus, who, without any further heſitation, 
opened unto her the dreadful fecret, praying at the 
ſame time to the gods that his deſign might ſuc- 
ceed, and that he might live to be a husband wor- 
thy of ſuch a virtuous wife. He had indeed the 
firſt part of his wiſh, and Cæſar was, according 
to their agreement, ſtabbed in the ſenate ; but his 
death ſoon ſtirred up ſuch numbers of powerful and 
opulent avengers, that he and all his aſſociates were 
forced to leave Rome, and to go into diſtant pro- 
vinces to raiſe forces in their own defence, whilit 
Portia, as well fince as before the fatal blow was 
given, lived in continual dread upon his account, 
tho* ſhe outwardly concealed her affliction with 
ſuch conſtancy as is hardly to be imagined. 

Upon his embarking for Athens they had a moſt 
melancholy parting, which was the more heavy to 
her, as ſhe endeavoured to conceal rather than vent 
her grief to thoſe that were about her. And yet, 
great as her reſolution was, it was not proof againſt 
an accident which unexpectedly happened to her in 
the houſe where they lodged. She chanced to ſee 
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| there the picture of an antient hero taking a ſor- 
4 rowful farewel of his beloved ſpouſe, who held a 
* tender infant in her arms. This picture raiſed 
E ſuch a lively ſenſe of her own misfortunes, * and 
$ ſuch a dreadſul forebodding that ſhe embraced her 

IK dear Brutus for the laſt time, that ſhe burſt out in- 
8 to a flood of tears at the apprehenſion of the dan- 
gers he was going to expoſe himſelf to, ſo that her 
vaſt concern for him made her philoſophy and in- 
trepidity yield, which would have ſtood proof to 
any affliction which could have fallen to her own 
lot. 

And if the bare apprehenſion of his dangers could 
thus ſhake her long tried conſtancy, we may eaſily 
imagine what it muſt have done when ſhe heard 
the news of his total defeat and death. Her relations, 
and thoſe that were about her, were indeed fo ap- 
prchenſive of it, that they had taken timdly care 
to prevent her diſpatching herſelf by poiſon, Bey 
or dagger, and to have her fo cloſely watched by 
her women, that ſhe might not fall upon any other 
deſperate way of ending her life. But the diſcon- 
folate Portia found means to delude all their pre- 5 
cautions, by ſnatching ſome live coals out of the 
fire, and holding them cloſe in. her mouth till ſhe i 
was quite ſtifled to death, and expired in their A 
arms *. Plutarch, Dion. Sueton, Martial, Ta- Wl 
ler. Maxim. &c. | 1 
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* Plutarch indeed tells us, that there was a letter ſtill 
extant in his days from Brutus to his friends, complain- 
ing that they had unkindly ſuffered his dear and virtuous 
wite to die of melancholy and deſpair ; which letter, if 
genuine, ſhews that ſhe died before her husband; tho', 
were this the caſe, it ſhll ſhews that it was her extreme. 


grief and concern for him that was the cauſe of her 
death, 4 
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EF 


ARRIA, her heroic fidelity. 


RRIA, the faithful and affectionate wife of 
Cœcina Petus, a perſon of conſular dignity at 
Rome, is no leſs celebrated by antient writers for 
two eminent and heroic proofs ſhe gave him of her 
conjugal love and conſtancy. The one in her ten- 
der and afliduous care over him whilſt under a dan- 
gerous fit of illneſs, during which a favourite child 
of theirs happening to die, ſhe ſo ſuppreſſed and 
concealed her grief from him, that he had not the 
leaſt ſuſpicion of it; whereas, had he been once 
apprized of it, his concern, ſhe knew, muſt, in 

all likelihood, have haſtened his death. 
The other, and by far the more heroic, was, 
when he was ſeized in Dalmatia by Nero's orders 
for having joyned in a conſpiracy againſt him. Ar- 
ria, who had accompanied him till then, being 
forbid by the mercileſs ſoldiers to come into the . 
veſſel that was to tranſport him to Rome in order 
to be tried there, bravely reſolved to follow him 
in another, and to try all her intereſt at court to ſave 
her husband, reſolved, if ſhe failed, to die at leaſt 
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death, whether ſhe died of it, or laid violent hands on 
herſelf; but Valerius Maximus, Nicholas the peripate- 
tic, and Martial, affirm- the Itter, and that ſhe ſtifled 
herſelf, by ſwallowing ſome burning coals, and the laſt 
of theſe has left us a beautiful epigram upon it, which 
may till be ſeen among his other works. 
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with him. When ſhe found therefore that it was 
like to go hard with him, and that he had not reſo- 
lution enough to free himſelf from a worſe death by 
diſpatching himſelf, ſhe took a dagger, and plung- 
ed it into her own breaſt, and taking it out again, 
aſſured him that either it was not painful, or at leaſt 
ſhe did not feel the pain of it, and then reached it 
to him reeking with her own blood, to encourage 
him to follow her example, which he accordingly 
did, tho” far ſhort of his wife's conſtancy and in- 
trepidity. | 
Arria had a daughter of the ſame name, and 
brought up ſo carefully under her, that ſhe ſeemed 
an exact copy of her heroic mother. This young 
lady had likewiſe the misfortune to ſee her brave 
husband Thraſea condemned to death. This laſt 
died indeed with ſuch calm and heroic courage, 
that he would not ſo much as ſuffer his friends and 
relations to expreſs any grief or concern for his 
death, leſt that ſhould render them obnoxious to 
the jealous and blood-thirſty Nero, or afford a handle 
to his bloody engines to ſacrifice them to their ava- 
rice and cruelty. Arria was the only one who dared 
ſcorn ſuch a mean diſguiſe, being before hand re- 
ſolved to follow the example of her mother. But 
when Thraſea underſtood it, he expreſly forbid 
ler, ſince ſhe had a daughter, the pledge of their 
nuptial affection, who would ſtand in greater need 
of her nrotection than of her example, This mo- 
tive, backed with his commands, prevailed at - 
length on the brave matron to preſerve a life 
which ſhe would otherwiſe have more cheerfully 
parted with after the example of her mother and 
many other Roman matrons, amongſt whom it 
was reckoned, in thoſe days, as glorious a token 
of their fidelity to ſacrifice their lives to a dead 
| | EN husband, 
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husband, as it was thought ſhameful to ſurvive 
them *. Sueton, Tacitus, Martial, Pliny, &c. 


PAULINA, 
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* This miſtaken heroic ſpirit was, it ſeems, become 
very rife not only among the Romans, but among the 
Greeks and other nations ; and as the men ruſhed them- 
ſelves upon a violent death, rather than ſurvive the loſs 
of their honour, or ruin of their country, ſo the women, 
not to be behind hand with them, choſe to put a ſpeedy 
end to their lives, rather than ſurvive their unfortunate 
husbands, or the loſs of their reputation. This was in- 
deed juſtly condemned by Socrates, Plato, and other 
great philoſophers, as a piece of baſe cowardice rather 
than of a true heroic mind ; but all they could fay or 
write againſt it could not ſtop the current of the infection, 
which had ſpread itſelf almoſt over the world, and had 
been ſupported by the example of ſo many famous men 
and women in every country. 

This itch of falſe glory had inſinuated itſelf even in- 
to the hearts of the ſoft part of the female ſex, inſo- 
much that we find ſome Grecian cities ſo infected with 


it, that their young women had taken it into their heads | 


to diſpatch themſelves by poiſon, dagger, or any other 
violent means upon every little diſcontent, or perhaps 
only to appear as couragious as their neighbours. Inſo- 
much, that the ſenate could not find a more efſectual 
means to put a ſtop to it, than by paſſing a decree; that 
the bodies of all ſuch damſels, of what rank ſoever, 
that thus wilfully killed themſelves, ſhould be expoſed, 
in the moſt diſhonou able manner, to public view, 
which had ſach an effect upon them, that their mo- 
deſty ſoon got the better of their heroic frenzy. 
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PAULINA, her conjugal and heroic fidelity, 


1 was the virtuous wife of Seneca, 
once the worthy preceptor and inſtructer of 
Nero's youth, when that politic prince did ſo well 
conceal his inward cruelty and ſavage nature, that 
he was looked upon as a miracle of meekneſs. He 
ſoon undeceived the world, when, upon his mount- 
ing the throne, he gave himſelf by degrees to all 
manner of wickedneſs, rapine, and bloodſhed. 
Among the vaſt numbers of brave and noble pa- 
triots which that monſter of nature cauſed to be 
unjuſtly put to death, Seneca, whoſe excellent pre- 
cepts and ſtrict virtue were a continual reproach to 
his vices, could not long expect to eſcape his fury, 
The only deference that was paid to him was that 
he ſhould chooſe his own death, a favour which 
that tyrant ſometimes allowed to perſons of merit 
and virtue, 

Seneca received the bloody commands with a 
calmneſs and intrepidity worthy of himſelf, and 
entertained his friends with ſome excellent diſcourſe 
ſuitable to the preſent occaſion, The only thing 
that ſeemed to ſhake his philoſophy and conſtancy, 
was the extreme forrow which he ſaw his dear and 
virtuous Paulina overwhelmed with. He ſtrove in 
vain to aſſuage it by the tendereſt embraces and 
moſt endearing expreſſions; but, to his great ſur- 
prize, he found her deaf to all other comfort but 
that of dying with him; in which reſolution ſhe 
was ſo firmly fixed, that all his rhetoric, and the 
entreaties of her friends then preſent, could not 
ſhake her from it, 


Seneca, 
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Seneca, after having pauſed a while, not only 
approved, but applauded her conſtancy, and told 
her, that ſince ſhe preferred the everlaſting fame of 
a glorious death to the pleaſure of a ſhort life, it 
did not become him to envy her ſuch an honour, 
Let us then, added he, ſhare the glory of ſo noble 
and generous an end, tho* your ſhare is likely to 
exceed mine ſo far in it, He had no ſooner ſpoke 
but both cauſed the veins of their arms to be open- 
cd at the ſame inſtant, and Paulina, who was by 
far the younger and ſtronger of the two, bled fo 
freely, that her husband, whoſe blood flowed more 
ſparingly from his emaciated body , fearing leſt he 
ſhould not be able to behold her in her laſt agonies, 
cauſed her to be. removed into another apartment, 

Paulina however was reſcued from death by the 
order of the very tyrant who had condemned her 
husband; but whether out of pity to her, or which 
is more likely, leſt the death of both ſhould ren- 
der him more odious to mankind ; or laſtly, be- 
cauſe he envied them the glory of ſuch conjugal 
conſtancy and affection, we will not determine. 
His meſſengers came however time enough to bind 
up her wounds, and fave her life, But whether 
through her great loſs of blood, or grief to have 
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* Seneca had it ſe:zms been by ſome means apprized 
a while before that Nero had a deſign to take him off 
by poiſon, which had put him upon ſuch an abſtemious 
life, that he allowed himſelf no other food than common 
fruits. from the woods, and ſome dry bread, nor any 
other drink than water from the common ſpring. This 
thin diet, and want of ſleep, had fo exhauſted his aged 
body, that he was forced to open ſeveral other vems be- 
ſides thoſe of his arms; all which made him ſuffer the 
molt ſevere agonies, tho? he ſtill bore them with the ſame 
invincible conſtancy and calmneſs of mind. 
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been forced to outlive her husband, ſhe dragged a 
ſickly life but ſome few years longer, during which 
ſhe ftill retained the greateſt regard and reverence 
for his name and memory, Tacitus, Appian, Di- 
on, &c. 1 
Fre 
PETON IIIA, her ſingular fidelity and death, | 
P PONILLA, the wife of Sabinus, the Roman 

general in Gaul, is another inſtance of con- 
Jugal fidelity, and with whoſe untimely death we 
| ſhall cloſe this article. Sabinus her husband, whilſt 
at the head of the Gallic army, had taken occa- 
ſion of the tumults which reigned in the Roman 
empire, to get himſelf declared Cæſar; but being 
forſaken by the greateſt part of his army, and 
ſearing the reſentment of the emperor Veſpaſtan, 
he retired to a country-ſeat of his, and cauſed it 
to be ſet on fire by two faithful ſervants, to whom 
he had diſcovered his deſign. Theſe were after- 
ward to give it out that he had periſhed in the 
flames, whilſt he had conveyed himſelf, with all 
his treaſure, into a neighbouring cave, known on- 
ly. to them. 

Peponilla, who was a ſtranger to the ſecret, not 
only expreſſed the moſt real grief for his death, 
but reſolved not to outlive him, and had already 
abſtained for ſome time from all kind of food. Sa- 
binus, who loved her with an equal tenderneſs, was 
no ſooner apprized of her reſolution, than he 
cauſed her to be privately brought into his cave, 
where, after mutual embraces, he diſcovered his 
whole deſign; and ſhe, tho raviſhed with joy to 
have him alive and ſaſe, yet carried on her pre- 
tended mourning with ſuch dexterity, that no one 
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could have the leaſt ſuſpicion of its being any other 
than real, and of the deepeſt kind, By this 
means ſhe had a pretence of retiring often to him, 
and ſpending not only whole nights, but whole 
weeks with him, During this retreat ſhe had two 
=X children by him, which were brought up in the 
ſame cave, and yet ſhe managed her affairs ſo dex- 
terouſly, - that no one miſtruſted her during her 
pregnancy, 

Unfortunately for them, her frequent abſenting 
herſelf from her own houſe, raiſed a curioſity in 
ſome perſons to follow her to the very cave un- 
perceived, who immediately betrayed them to Ve- 
ſpaſian, who cauſed them to be brought to him 
in chains, Here the faithful matron throwing 
herſelf at his feet, and preſenting to him her two 
lovely babes, endeavoured by her cries and entrea- 
ties to ſoften him towards her husband. Such a 
moving ſcene drew indeed tears from his eyes, but 
that was all. The exaſperated monarch, upon 
what ſecret motive is hard to gueſs, tho? in other 
caſes juſtly famed for his mildneſs, condemned 
them both to die, and ordered them ſoon after to 
be hurried to execution, This unuſual ſeverity 
ſullied the character of the emperor more than any 
action of his reign, whilſt every one pitied the un- 
happy Sabinus's fate, and much more that of his 
faithful and virtuous wife, Tacitus, Suetonius, 
Plutarch, &c. 
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F this heroic fidelity is ſo highly admired in the 

conjugal ſtate, where there are fo many cauſes 

to create and enliven, ſo many endearments to 

cheriſh and improve it; it cannot but 3 
muc 
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much greater degree of admiration, where we ſee 
the ſame amiable virtues diſplayed even to a high- 
er degree, without being ſupported by ſuch power- 
ful and alluring motives, It would be endleſs to 
mention how many ſervants, and even ſlaves, have 
expoſed themſelves to the greateſt dangers, and 
ſuffered the moſt exquilite tortures with amazing 
firmneſs rather than betray their maſters, But 
ſince even the more tender ſex, of whom we have 
been ſpeaking under this article, has even outdone 
ours in this reſpect, we ſhall cloſe it with two re- 
markable inſtances of conſumate female conſtancy 
and fidelity, the one at Athens, and the other at 
Rome, 


LENA A, her admirable conſtancy and fidelity ta 
ARIS TOGIT ON, 


| © the ſon of Piſiſtratus, who, whilſt 
L a prince, had been much eſteemed. for his 
admirable mildneſs, was ſcarce well ſeated on the 
Athenian throne, before he began to alter his 
conduct, and tyranize over that brave nation with 
a ſeverity till then unknown to his predeceſſors; 
This immediately raiſed him enemies among the 
better ſort, who entred into a conſpiracy againſt 
him, of which however he had ſome timely no- 
tice given him. Among thoſe who felt the dire 
effects of his cruelty was the brave Ariſtogiton, 
who was immediately hurried to the rack, to 
make him confeſs the reſt of his accomplices, 
Ariſtogiton, inſtead of naming any of them whilft 
he was tortured, accuſed ſome of Hippias's beſt 
friends, who were upon his bare evidence hurried 
to immediate death. Upon further examination 
he named a much greater number of them, who 
thereupon underwent the ſame fate. At laſt, be- 


ing 
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ing asked by the tyrant whether he knew of any 
more? he anſwered him in a bold ſurly tone, I 
know no other now that deſerves death but thy- 
ſelf. 

The tyrant finding himſelf thus baffled, eaſily 
perceived that he ſhould never make any ſucceſsful 
diſcovery by his means, yet being eager to ſearch 
the plot to the bottom, ordered Leæna, a concu- 
bine of his, to be put to the rack. She endured 
it as long as the flouteſt courage could bear under 
it; at length, finding her patience likely to be at 
an end, rather than betray the man ſhe ſo highl 
eſteemed, or hurt any of thoſe friends of his that 
had a hand in the conſpiracy, ſhe bravely bit off 
her tongue, and ſpit it out, well knowing, that 
after her body had been ſo terribly mangled by the 
torture, that was the only member ſhe had left that 
could make a diſcovery, 

The Athenians were ſtruck with ſuch admira- 
tion at her matchleſs conſtancy and faithfulneſs, 
that had ſhe been any other than a concubine, 
they would have reared ſome ſtately monument or 
ſtatue to her memory; yet being unwilling that 
ſuch ſignal virtue ſhould be forgot or unrewarded, 
they ordered a lioneſs * to be carved, and ſet u 
on a pedeſtal without a tongue, with this inſcrip- 
tion, She herſelf bit it off. Polyenus's Stratagems, 
Plutarch, Pauſanias, &c. 
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* This emblem alluded to her name, Leena being 
the Latin word for a lioneſs, > 


* 


and many other ſuch crucl and blood thirſty tyrants, 
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ErIcHARISs, her heroic ſpirit, conſtancy and death, 


N the natural ſource of continual plots and con- 
ſpiracies againſt him. In one of theſe, in which a 
great number of ſenators and men of high rank 
had embarked themſelves, one Subrius Flavius 
had undertaken to ſtab him as he was ſinging on 
the ſtage *; but his heart failing him, the execu- 
tion was put off to a further day. In the mean 
time, Epicharis, a woman, till then ſeemingly a 
ſtranger to all virtue and honeſty, took upon her 
to come and upbraid their cowardly delay, with- 
out ever acquainting them by what means ſhe be- 
came acquainted with the plot. She did not ſtop 
here, but went about publickly railing againſt the 
tyrant both at Rome and in the neighbouring pro- 
vinces, and alienating the hearts of his officers 
from him. 
The delay of the conſpirators gave an oppor- 
3 tunity 


# 


* Nero was by this time grown ſo ſcandalouſly de- 
open that he left the care of the empire to a few of 
is own favourites, men of the moſt abandoned charac- 
ter, whilſt he gave himſelf up to the employment of a 
ſtage-player, being chiefly ambitious to appear on the ſtage 
at the head of the actors and fingers. In this laſt pro- 
vince he was ſo fond of excelling all the reſt, that it 
was next to high treaſon not to admire his voice and 
skill in ſinging and playing. We ſhall have a proper occa» 
ſion under one of the next articles to expoſe that monſter 
of nature in its true colours, as well as to ſhew the juſt 
but dre dful cataſtrophe which has attended both him 


£RO's tyranny and horrid cruelties had been il 
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unity to ſome of his creatures to diſcover the 
conſpiracy, upon which many of them were ſeized 


and put to the rack, where they betrayed their 


Laeareſt friends, and among them ſeveral who were 


quite innocent. Epicharis had acted her part too 


publickly not to be taken notice of, and hurried to 


the ſame fate, which, to the ſhame of thoſe pre- 
tended patriots who had gone before her, ſhe en- 
dured with the utmoſt conſtancy and intrepidity, 
not letting one word eſcape her that could betray 
her being conſcious of the conſpiracy. Her unſha- 
ken firmneſs put her executioners, who were aſham- 
ed to be thus baffled by a woman, upon inventing 
ſome new torments, which they in vain inflited 
upon her with unheard of cruelty; they were at 
length obliged to deſiſt, and put off all further tor- 
ture till the next day, in hopes the dread of what 
ſhe muſt expect on the morrow, joyned to what 
ſhe had endured that day, would overcome her 
obſtinacy, and extort a full confeſſion from her. 
How ſhe paſſed that dreadful night in her priſon . 
may be better imagined than told. However, ſhe 
had, it ſeems, bravely refolved to keep the ſecret at 
the expence of her life. Accordingly they came 
on the next morning to fetch her in a cloſe chair or 
ſedan in order to undergo a freſh torture ; for her 
whole body had been ſo diſtorted and mangled the 
day before, that ſhe could ſcarcely move one limb. 
But whilſt they were carrying her away, ſhe found. 
means, lame as ſhe was, to untie her girdle, and 
put it about her neck with a running nooſe, and 
having faſtened one end to the top of the ſedan, ſhe 
gave herſelf a ſwing off her ſeat, and ſtrangled 
herfelf ; ſo that when they came to ſet her down, 
they found her, to their ſurprize and mortification, 


tar enough out of the reach of their further cru- 


elties. 
Her 
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Her conſtancy is ſo much the more remarkable, 
whether we conſider her character, the lowneſs of 
her condition, ſhe being pu a freed woman *, 
or the rewards which a full diſcovery might have 
procured her, But what ought to raiſe her fame 
above all the reſt, is, that ſhe ſhould withſtand all 
theſe allurements, and expoſe herſelf to the moſt 
3 tortures, at a time when men of the high- 
eſt rank at Rome made no difficulty of accuſing 
and betraying their neareſt friends and relations, 
the innocent as well as the guilty, at the bare ap- 
prehenſion of a much leſs ſevere torture than what 
ſhe underwent with ſuch unſhaken and matchleſs 
intrepidity, Tacitus, Suetonius, Seneca, 


As Bis: 


* 'Theſe had been formerly ſlaves, and either after 


long ſervice, or for ſome ſignal one, or upon ſome other 


occaſion, were manumitted, or made free by their ma- 


ers, and from that time were called freed-men and 


freed- women. The ceremony of manumiſſion, or giv- 


ing thoſe ſlaves their liberty, was to be performed by 


their maſter in public court before one of the chief magi- 
ſtrates, who did cauſe their names to be inrolled, after 
which they were proclaimed free by the chairman of the 
court, and were at liberty to ſerve where and whom they 
Pleaſed, or carry on any other lawful buſineſs to their 


own emolument ; whereas, whilſt they continued in a 


ſtate of ſlavery, all their ſervice, labour and gains, how 
profitable ſoever, did wholly belong to their maſters. 


| 
| 


Auzfrrox, 2 Vice. The dreadful ef- 
4 fetts of it. 


[=== HE Greeks, Romans, and other 
SS) ({@> Reathen nations, were ſo far from 
NL [ee condemning this deſtructive paſſion, 
- that they applauded and cheriſhed it 
Nas a virtue, and the mother of all 
noble actions that were done amongſt 
them. At preſent the exceſs of it is indeed uni- 
verſally condemned; but there are {till thoſe, even 
amongſt us, who dare vindicate it under the ſpeci- - 
ous name of emulation, or a deſire of excelling 
others. But beſides that, it would be very diffi- 
cult to fix the boundaries between emulation and 
ambition, experience ſufficiently ſnews, that thoſe 
whoſe hearts are open to the one, will not be long 
free from the other. And we may further add, 
that from theſe two paſſions, if they are really 
diſtinct, there will ariſe a third of a ſtill more dan- 
gerous nature, namely, envy, the inſeparable 
companion of pride and ambition, and fruitful pa- 
rent of innumerable miſchiefs both to its owner, 
nd to all that oppoſe, or endeavour to eclipſe 
um, 

A heart thus ſtrongly bent to excel, whether in 
power, wealth, knowledge, or any other thing, 
will naturally be apt to hate all competitors, de- 
ſpiſe thoſe that come ſhort of him, envy thoſe that 

outſoar him, and if he cannot gain his 2 BY 
air 


68 SELECT HISTORIES 


fair means, which is too often the caſe where am- 


bition predominates, his vexation will not fail put- 
ting him upon the moſt diſhonourable and unlaw- 


ful ways to attain it. Happy therefore is he, and 
only he, who doth all his actions with a ſincere 
regard to God, and with a deſign to pleaſe him, 

Such a one is continually laying up an inexhauſti- 
ble ſtore of peace and contentment, which it is not 
in the power of the whole world to rob him of: 


Whereas, ambition is a never failing ſource of 
grief and vexation, and of every evil work, as 
you may ſee by the ſad effects of it in the following 
inſtances, 


COLOLOLOT OL FOLOLO TOES LOLOI SLOT OLOLS. 


HAmMAN's ambition and fall, 


H* MAN, a proud Amalekite, had been raiſed 
L 4 to the higheſt pitch of grandeur and happi- 
neſs in the kingdom of Perſia, He was prime mi- 
niſter and favourite to the then greateſt monarch 
in the world “*, and bleſſed with a numerous iflue, 

His 


— 


— 


* This great and potent empire was founded on the 
ruins of that of Babylon, and the conjunction of that of the 
Medes, as you have it in the prophet Daniel. Ahaſue- 
rus, who then reigned, is ſaid to have extended his do- 
minions over an hundred and ſeven and twenty provin- 
ces, Eſther 1. 1. which provinces, at leaſt the greateſt 
part of them, being as large, and ſome even larger than 
England, his empire muſt of courſe have been near 
twice as vaſt as Europe. Over theſe provinces were ſet 


a proportionable number of viceroys nominated by the 
king, who were obliged to raiſe him ſuch an annval tri- 
bute out of them of money, ſoldiers, corn, and other 


proviſions, 
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His wealth was as immenſe as his power, and all 
the ſubjects in the whole empire were obliged to 
bow the knee to him; and yet he himſelf con- 
feſſed to his neareſt friends, that there was ſtill one 
thing that ſoured all his happineſs, and made him 
miſerable in ſpight of all his wealth and grandeur, 
One would reaſonably imagine, by this complaint, 
that he had been apprehenſive of ſome powerful 
enemies, who were hatching his ruin, or that he 
had ſome ſecret dreadful diſeaſe or family diſcord 
that imbittered all enjoyments, No; there was 
nothing of all this, "The only cauſe of all this his 
vexation was, that Mordecai, an inconſiderable 
Jew, who fat at the palace-gate *, refuſed to pay 
any homage to him, 

Haman 


— 


proviſions as he required, and were accountable for their 
government to certain miniſters of ſtate likewiſe appoint- 
ed by the king. Over theſe was the firſt miniſter, who 
was next to the mg power and dignity. Such a 
one ſeems Haman to have been, Eſther 111. And in the 
ſame dignity Daniel had alſo been raiſed by king Ne- 
buchadnezzar, whilſt his three friends, Shadrach, Me- 
ſhach, and Abednego, were ſet over the governors of 
the Provinces. See Daniel ii. 48, 49. iii. 30. 

*The meaning of litting at the gates is, that he 
was either one of the porters of the palace, or perhaps 
one of the king's guards. And it was this poſt which 
gave him an opportunity of diſcovering a plot which 
had been hatched by two of the king's chamberlains 
againſt his life, for which they were both put to death, 
tho* Mordecai as yet received no reward for his faithful- 
neſs; that was reſerved for him by providence. for a 
more noble occaſion, as you may read it in the fifth 
Chapter of Eſther. 

As for the reaſon why Mordecai refuſed to bend the 
knee to Haman, it was becauſe he was an Amalekite, 

@ race 
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Haman could eaſily have cruſhed him to death, | 
but that he thought too poor a ſacrifice to ſatisfy 
his ambitious revenge, and nothing leſs than the Wi 
total deſtruction of the Jewiſh nation could ſuffi- 
ciently attone for Mordecai's crime. To com- 
plete his bloody deſign the more effectually, he 
took a convenient opportunity to exaſperate the 
king againſt them, by repreſenting them as the 
very peſt of mankind, as traitors and enemies to 
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all crowned heads, and as too rich, powerful and | 


malicious, to be ſuffered to live in any ſtate with- Wl 
out imminent danger. Ahaſuerus, who eaſily cre- 
dited all that his favourite miniſter told him, wi 


as readily perſuaded to ſign a cruel edit, and to 
have it diſperſed throughout his vaſt empire, en- 


joyning all his ſubjects to fall upon the Jews on a 


certain day therein named, and maſſacre and extir- 


pate that unhappy nation. 


As ſoon as the Jews had notice of this bloody 
decree againſt them, they had recourſe to prayers 
and faſting, every where intreating all-gracious 
heaven to interpoſe on their behalf, and turn the 
impending danger on the head of their inhuman 
adverſary. Their prayers were heard, and pro- 


vidence ſent them a powerful interceſſor with the 


king, who obtained a much greater and more glo- 
rious victory than their boldeſt hopes could ever 
have looked for. 
This timely advocate was queen Eſther, a Jew- 
2 


— 
_ 


a race which was deteſted by all the Jews, and curſed 
by God himſelf for their treacherous cruelty to the II- 
raclites aſter their deliverance out of the bondage of 
Egypt. See Exodus xvii. 8. to the end. 
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faithful ſubjects in 


on MoRAL SUBJECTS, Sc. 71 
iſh young _— niece to Mordecai *, whoſe merit 
and extraordmary beauty had raiſed her to the ſu- 


preme heighth of grandeur. She being previouſly ac- 
quainted with the grounds of Haman's hatred, 


went and apprized the king of it, cleared the 


Jews from all the unjuſt calumnies which that 
faithleſs miniſter had charged them with, and on 
her knees begged that her life and nation might 
not be ſacrificed to the cruelty and revenge of an 
ambitious adverſary, ſince he had not any more 

2 empire than the Jews were. 
Witneſs, added ſhe, the horrid plot againſt your 
life, which was ſo happily diſcovered to you by 
Mordecai. Alas, Sir, that very Mordecai is my 
uncle, and adopted me for his daughter; and that 
venerable old man, in ſpight of all the honours you 
ſo lately heaped upon him for his fidelity to you, 
is juſt going to expire on a gibbet fifty cubits 
high, Which Haman has cauſed to be erected for 
him. 

The king being by this time fully convinced of 
the perhdy, cruelty, and ambitious views of that 
wicked miniſter, immediately condemned him and 
all his family to be hanged on that very gallows 

| which 
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* Eſther was of the tribe of Benjamin. After her fa- 
ther's death Mordecai, who was her uncle, took care 
gf her education. King Ahaſuerus having. ſome time 
after repudiated his favourite queen Vaſhi for having 
diſobeyed his commands, Eſther was, for her extraordi- 
nary beauty, ſenſe and modeſty, choſen from among a 
vaſt number of other young ladies to ſucceed her in the 
affections and eſteem of the king, from whom ſhe had 
concealed her nation and parentage till the danger of 


the Jews made it neceſſary now to diſcover it, in or- 


. to ſave them, from ruin, or bravely to periſh with 
them | | 
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which he had prepared for Mordecai, gave all his 
wealth and riches to the queen, and raiſed that 
faithful Jew to all the dignities which Haman had 
enjoyed, The firſt care of Mordecai, after this | 
unexpected change, was to fave his nation from 
the impending ruin; and Ahaſuerus, who could 
not deny him fo juſt a requeſt, publiſhed a neu 

decree in favour of the Jews, who, from that 
time, lived in great peace and proſperity under 
him, whilſt the queen and her worthy uncle 
growing daily more in favour with that monarch, 
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made uſe of all their credit to procure them new 


privileges and immunities. This was the ſad and 
fatal end of Haman their cruel enemy, who might 


have enjoyed long enough the ſweets of his good 


fortune, would but his pride and ambition have 


permitted him to have overlooked the neglect of ſo : 
inconſiderable an adverſary as Mordecai then was. 


 Efther throughout, 
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PHILIP king of MACEDON's fatal ambition, 


HILIP was a prince of ſuch unbounded ambi- 
tion, that the limits of his kingdom ſeemed 
to him only like the walls of a narrow priſon. 
He had long been projecting the means not only of 
enlarging it, but even to get an univerſal monar- 
chy over all Greece, and thereby open himſelf 
a door to ſuch other conqueſts as his ambitious 
views ſuggeſted to him. To compaſs this, he 
neither ſpared money, pains, flattery, nor even 
treachery, By theſe means he had already made 
fevreral conſiderable conqueſts in "Thrace, ag 
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and on the Propontis *, and ſeveral other provin- 
ces, inſomuch that the Grecian ſtates began very 


early to look upon him with a jealous eye, and in 


time had dived into the bottom of all his deſigns 
againſt them. But they were on the one hand ſo 
harraſſed with inteſtine wars, and on the other 
their ſenate was ſo corrupted with Macedonian 
gold, that they could make but a faint oppoſition 
againſt him. The Athenians were the only ones 
who beſtirred themſelves moſt againſt him, out of 
their natural hatred to tyrants z and the famous ora- 
tor Demoſthenes did often fruſtrate his deſigns by 
his bitter ſpeeches againſt him and his deſtructive 
bribes, | | 
But for all this Philip found means, when 
Greece was in danger of being invaded by Xerxes, 
+ to get himſelf choſen generaliſſimo of all their 
forces 
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* Thrace was a neighbouring kingdom on the eaſt of 
Macedonia, only a river parted them, ſo that it lay ve- 
ry commodious for an invaſion. Euhea is a large iſland, 
an hundred and fifty miles long. and forty in breadth, 
once joyned to the continent of Bœotia by an iſthmus or 
{mall neck of land, but now ſeparated from it, and on- 
ly joined to it by a bridge. It had ſeveral convenient 
tarbours, and ſo was well worth Philip's conqueſt on 
that account. The Propontis or White Sea, as it is cal- 
led by the Turks, and Sea of Marmora by the Chriſti- 
ans, had likewiſe many commodious harbours for ſhips 
of war, all which were taken by that monarch, be- 
cauſe Macedonia was an inland country, and he aimed 
at being monarch at ſea as well as at land. 

T Xerxes was the ſon of Darius king of Perſia. 
When he took it into his head to conquer Greece, his 
army, upon a muſter, was found to conſiſt of one mil- 
lion and ſeven hundred thouſand foot, and fourſcore 
thouſaud horſe, beſides _ twenty thouſand that had 

the 
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forces by the aſſembly of the Amphyctions *, 
whom he had before hand corrupted by conſidera- 
ble preſents; ſo that having got an army ready, as 
he pretended, to execute their orders, he immedi- 
ately marched into Greece, and gained a fignal 
victory over the Athenians and other Grecian ſtates 

that 
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the care of the camels, wagons and baggage, His fleet 
conſiſted of above twelve hundred 0 ſhips, beſides 
three thouſand gallies and tranſport ſhips. On theſe 


ſhips he had above five hundred thouſand men more, ſo 


that he may be truly Taid to have had the valteſt army 
and fleet that any prince ever had. 

He is reported to have ſhed tears at viewing of them 
from an eminence, and to have given this reaſon ſor ſo 
doing, that there would not be one of them all left alive 
an hundred years after. It is likely he would have ſhed 


tears of blocd if he had foreſcen how much ſooner they 


were to periſh by his means thro' famine, peſtilence, 
and other calamities, znd himſelt forced to return from 
his arabitious expedition with ſhame and diſgrace. Of 
which we ſhall give a fuller account in one of the fol- 
lowing hiſtories. 

* The Amphyctians were the ſupreme court of 
Greece. This court was compoſed of the deputies 
which were ſent thither from all the Grecian ſtates and 
commonwealths. The place where they met was at 
Delphos, and their power was fo great and abſolute, 
that whatever was decreed by them they were all bound 
to agree to, and if any (late refuſed to abide by thejr 
determination, all the reſt were obliged to force them to 
it cven by warring againſt them. However, with re- 
ſpect to their naming king Philip generaliſſimo of all 
Greece, the Athenians, Thebans, and ſome others, not 


only refuſed to conſent to it, but even oppoſed it by force 


of arms ; the reaſon of which all the reſt knew very well, 
viz, that the Amphyctians had been bribed by that mo- 
narch to make that unjuſt choice, tho? at the expence of 
the Grecian liberty. | 
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that oppoſed his entrance, By this means being 
become as it were abſolute maſter of Greece, his 
next care was to endear himſelf to the Greeks by 
his generoſity, complaiſance, by games and public 
ſhows, and every kind of flattery, that they might 
not obſtruct the execution of the vaſt deſigns he 
had fo long projected and ſet his heart upon, one of 
which was the Perſian war, 

Philip being returned into Macedonia, whilſt 
preparations were carrying on for the war, had 
divorced his queen Olympias, the mother of Alex- 
ander, for ſome reaſons not to be ealily gueſſed, 
and married Cleopatra, the daughter of Attalus 
king of Pergamus. This did not a little provoke 
the young prince as well as his mother, who were 
both of too haughty and ambitious a ſpirit to brook 
ſuch a diſgrace, the one as the wife, and the other 
as the ſon and heir * king of Macedon *. 

2 It 
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* If Olympias thought it a diſgrace to be divorced by 
the king, the young prince had reaſon to think it caſt a 
much greater one upon himſelf, becauſe the mother's 
chaſtity could not be ſuſpected without calling in queſtion 


the ſon's legitimacy. Accordingly king Attalus, the 


new queen's uncle, had made no ſcruple to tell Philip at 
the nuptial fealt, and in the hearing of his ſon, that it 
was to be hoped now he would give the Macedonians a 
lawiul heir to the throne; for which, the hot youn 
prince threw a flagon at his head, with this reproof, 
You villain, am I then a baſtard? The ſcuffle grew fo 
high, that Philip thought fit to forbid him the court ; 
upon which he and his mother retired into Epirus, a 
neighbouring kingdom. a 
From this time Alexander conceived a mortal hatred 
againſt his father, Which Olympias did not fail to im- 
prove, till it is ſuppoſed they contrived the bloody de- 
gn of getting him aſlaſſinated. What might haſten 
the 


9 K 


flaver of their country; or, which is ſtill more 
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It is ſcarcely to be doubted but Philip, who 
knew their haughty temper better than any one, 
was afraid of their venting their reſentment in 
ſome private but miſchievous way ; and therefore, 
to prevent it as much as poſſible, and to make 
ſome ſhew of his retaining ſtill ſome regard and 
affection to them both, he ordered her brother Alex- 
ander's nuptials with his own daughter to be cele- 
brated in his metropolis with the utmoſt pomp and | 
ſplendor in the preſence of all the nobility of 
Greece, Macedon, and all the neighbouring king- 
doms, There wanted nothing now to raiſe him, 
as he thought, to the heighth of his wiſhes, but a 
ſucceſsful war againſt the Perſians, which he was 
to go upon ſoon after the nuptials were over. But 
in the midſt of all this fancied happineſs a bloody 
plot was hatched againſt him, which ſoon put an 
end to all his great projects and conquering ſchemes, I 
Pauſanias, a young nobleman, once a favourite of 
his, vut now, upon ſome private reſentment, be- 
come his bitter enemy, was the perſon who fram- 
ed the deſign of aſſaſſinating him in the heighth of 
his glory. 

It is not eaſy to diſcover whether he was encou- 
raged to this bloody deed by any of the Grecian 
ſtates, who, tho' they paid him now a ſervile 
courtſhip, yet hated him at their hearts as the en- 
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probable, whether the diſcarded Oly mpias, and 
| the 
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the execution of their parricide, was, that upon his be- 
ing recalled into ·ſacedon, and, to all appearance, re- 
ſtored to his father's good graces, yet he had ſometimes 
the mortification to be put in mind, that as the king had 
other ſons, it became him to behave himſelf fo as to be 


thought worthy to ſucceed him, 
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che young ambitious Alexander, had ſet him upon 


it. However that was, on the very day after the 
celebration of this ſplendid marriage, Philip was 
going in great pomp to the theatre, where ſome 
ſhows were to be exhibited in honour of his new 
married daughter, when Pauſanias, who had poſt- 
ed himſelf in a convenient place, ruſhed upon 
him, plunged his ſword into him, and laid him 
dead at his feet, The confuſion that reigned. 
among his retinue gave the aſſaſſine an opportunity 
to eſcape, but being quickly purſued, he was ſtabed 
to death before it could be extorted from him who 
had fet him on. Thus fell the ambitious Philip a 
ſacrifice to that predominant paſſion in the flower 
of his age, being but forty ſeven years old, and 
having reigned twenty four, His death opened a 
ſpacious field of conqueſt to his no leſs ambitious 
ſon and ſucceſſor, as we ſhall relate in the next 
hiſtory, Diodorus Siculus, Quintus Curtius, Plu- 
tarch, &c. | 
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The fatal effefts of ALEXANDER's ambition. 


HE greateſt, and we may juſtly add, the 
moſt unhappy ſlave to ambition, was Alex- 
ander, the ſon and ſucceſſor of Philip. It began 
to diſplay itſelf even in his tender years, when he 
is reported to have grieved and ſhed plenty of 
tears at the news of his father's conqueſts, out of 
fear left he ſhould not leave him a ſufficient portion 
of the world to conquer. As ſoon therefore as he 
was come to the crown, he was reſolved to give a 
full ſcope to this deſtructive paſſion, and, if poſſi- 
ble, not to leave one ſingle kingdom unconquered, 
For it is no wonder that he, who could ſo early 
E 3 look 


i 


- FS — 
4 - 
+. + 
— — 


78 SELECT HISTORIES 


to be ſacrificed to his unmeaſurable ambition, 


equals, but vaſtly his ſuperiors in power, wealth 


| raiſing himſelf to the ſummit of his deſires, but by 
| their total ruin and deſtruction, 

N It were endleſs to relate the inexpreſſible miſ- 
| chiefs which this ambitious and deſtructive project 
proved the parent of, How many large and brave 
| armies cut off! how many kingdoms ſubdued and 
| laid waſte! how many free and happy nations en- 
flaved ! how many rich and opulent cities plundered 
and deſtroyed! what incredible hardſhips both 
himſelf and his troops were forced to undergo ! 
what dreadful dangers they muſt be expoſed to! 
what difficulties to overcome] what deſperate at- 
tempts to under take both by ſea and land to allay 
this his inſatiable thirſt aſter dominion and glory 


8 We ſhall fingle out only two remarkable effects of 


this ungovernable ambition, viz, the burning of 

2 Perſepolis, and the imminent danger to which he 
expoſed himſelf at the ſiege of a city in India. 

Perſepolis, the antient and opulent ſeat of the Per- 

| ſan monarchs, had been forced to ſubmit to him 

after the defcat and death of Darius king of 

R Perla, 


* If one may gueſs at the beauty, riches, and mag- 


4 nificence of this metropolis, from the greatneis of its 
Mi monarchs, the wealth and luxury of its inhabitants, or 


even 


W hat was ſtill worſe, and more mortifying, is, 
that many of thoſe princes were not only his 


look upon his own father as a dangerous rival to 
what he imagined his own glory, (tho' in truth it 
was only the heighth of madneſs, injuſtice, and i 
impiety) ſhould look with much greater envy on 
all other monarchs, and eſteem them fit victims, 
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and merit; ſo that he could have no proſpect of 


ns 


on MoRAL SUBJECTS, Sc. 79 


Perſia, and the unhappy inhabitants uſed with the 
utmoſt cruelty by his command, tho' he had ſpar- 
ed the city on account of its opulence and magni- 
ficent buildings, Here he took up his winter quar- 
ters, and gave himſelf up to drinking and feaſting 
to paſs away the time, till the enſuing ſpring 
ſhould open him a field for new conqueſts, In one 
of theſe bacchanalian feaſts, Thais, a famed Athe- 
nian courtezan, then in company, propoſed the 
burning of the royal palace, alledging that it 
would give her an ineypreſſible ſatisfaction to re- 
duce that noble and ſtately edifice to aſhes in re- 
venge againſt Xerxes, who had ſo lately burned her 
native city. The king and his gueſts being all 
drunk, greedily embraced the propoſal. Alexander 
ſhewed them the way with a lighted torch in his 
hand, and was followed not only by his company, 
but by a great number of his ſoldiers, who were 
all eager to follow his example. The palace was ſeon 
ſet on a blaze, and not long after the whole city, 


it being impoſſible to have ſtopped the fury of the 


fla mes from ſpreading, had they been ever fo wil- 
4 ling 


even from the ruins that are ſtill to be ſeen, as we have 
them deſcribed by ſeveral eye witneſſes, ſuch as Thevenot, 
Le Brun and others, we muſt own it to have been one 
of the wonders of the world. But as the Perſepolitans 
were rather mou up to ſloth and eaſe than to v lour 
and warlike feats, they were ſo unfit for defence at the 
approach of the conqueror, that they only bethought 
themſelves on plundering Darius's treaſury, which was 
kept in that city, and to convey themſelves away with 
it. 'This put ſome of the magiſtrates, who were willing 
to ingratiate themſelves to Alexander, upon ſending him 
timely notice to diſpatch ſome of his forces to come and 
take poſſeſſion both of the city and treaſury, which he 
accordingly did, and found an immenſe quantity of gold, 
ſilver, and other rich plunder in both. 
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ling to do it, after the royal quarter was once ſet 
on fire. Thus not only the moſt ſtately edifice in 
the world, but the fineſt and moſt opulent city 
then extant were burnt down to the ground by the 
command of this ambitious conqueror, merely to 
ſatisfy the revengeful humour of a drunken and 
impudent courtezan, 

The other extreme of madneſs to which his 
ambition drove him, was in his expedition into In- 
dia, where, after the conqueſt of ſeveral kingdoms, 
and the gaining of a great number of victories, 
his ungovernable paſſion for glory and conqueſt, 
puſhed him headlong upon an action which rather 
became a madman than a prince and a general, 
He was beſieging one of the cities of the Malli “, 
and after the inhabitants had retired into the cita- 
del, had cauſed ſcaling ladders to be raiſed againſt 
its walls T. He was the firſt that mounted one of 

them, 
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* The Malli were a brave nation in India, who living 
in profound peace with all their neighbours, and dream- 
ing of nothing leſs than being invaded by ſuch a foreign 
power, were altogether unprepared - to make any reli- 
tance. And yet Alexander cauſed them to be hunted 
and maſſacred more like wild and deſtructive beaſts than 
fought with them as enemies, for which he was like to 
have paid very dear, had not his good fortune, or ra- 
ther his faithful troops, reſcued him out of the jaws of 
death. 

The antient cuſtom was to fortify their ci- 
ties, caſtles, &c. with very high and thick wall, and 
ſometimes with a double or treble wall, one within ano- 
ther. Some of theſe walls were fifty, ſome fixty, and 
ſome ſeventy cubits high, and between eight and ten, or 
even twelve cubits thick. The cubit of the antients was 
ſomewhat above twenty inches long. Along theſe walls, 
at proper diſtances, were high and ſtately towers, —— 
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them, followed only by three brave captains. As 
ſoon as he had gained the top of the wall, he 
opened himſelf a way through the defendants with 
his ſword, killing ſome of them, and puſhing 
others headlong down from the battlements. Here 
he ſoon found himſelf expoſed to the moſt immi- 
nent danger, being galled almoſt on every {ide by 
ſhowers of arrows of the beſieged, which were le- 
velled againſt him. His men below ſeeing him 
thus expoſed, made ſuch haſte to ſcale the walls to 
ſuccour him, that they broke the ladders, and came 
tumbling down to the ground. 

—_ Finding 
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reared their heads between thirty and forty cubits above 
the battlements of the wall, all of them well guarded 
by the beſieged. 

When the enemy came to lay fiege againſt any of 
theſe cities, their firſt buſineſs was to batter thoſe walls 
down, in order to open an entrance into the place, and 
to this end they had an engine called a battering ram, 
which was a large heavy beam, ſuſpended with a ſtrong 
chain, and armed at one end with iron ; and theſe being 
by a good number of hands put into motion, bounced 
at length with ſuch force againſt the walls, that they 
ſoon brought a ſufficient part of it down to be able to pour 
in their armed men through the breach. But when either 
the ſituation of the place would not admit of playing 
theſe engines againſt it, or the beſiegers were in too 
much haſte to get into the town, to ſtay the making of 
a breach, then they uſed rope ladders, which had ſtrong 
hooks faſtened at one end, and theſe they threw up with 
another engine. When the hook had once taken a 
a good hold to the top of the wall, the ſoldiers mounted 
the ladder with their drawn ſword in one hand, and 
their ſhield, with which they covered their heads, in the 
other ; and when, they were got to the top, their buſineſs 
was to repulie thoſe of the gariſon that guarded the 
walls and towers, and ſo to get down into the place as 
fait, and as many as they could, 
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Finding his ſituation too hot for him, and no 
hopes of being relieved by his troops, he flung 
himſelf down into the citadel, with his three offi. 


cers after him, where he preſently ſaw himſelf in 
greater danger than ever, being annoyed with vol- BR 
lies of darts and ſtones which the beſieged threw FR 


upon him, and at length wounded in the fide b 
an arrow, which occaſioned ſuch loſs of blood, 
that being unable to ſtand longer upon his feet, he | 
was forced to throw himſelf at full length upon his 
ſhicld, By this time Andreas, one of his captaing, 
having received a mortal wound in his head, was 
fallen down dead at his feet, and the other two, 
viz. Peuceſtas and Leonatus, being alſo deſperately 
wounded, had no other way left to defend their 
king, but by covering his body with their own 
ſhields, It was well for him that the beſieged ei- 
ther were not ſenſible, or dared hot take the ad- 
vantage of ſo favourable an opportunity of falling 
upon him, and in a few moments diſpatching this 
conqueror of the world, 

In this extremity the ſoldiers without, being ea- 
ger to ſave their prince, found means to ſupply 
their want of ladders with cramp irons, which 
they ſtruck into the walls, by which a ſufficient 
number having climbed up to the top, jumped 
down to his relief, and opened one of the gates 
for the reſt to come in. One part of them fell im- 
mediately on the beſiegers with a deſperate fury, kil- 
ling man, woman and child, without diſtinction, 
whilſt the reſt took up the body of their king, and 
bore it away on their ſhoulders into their camp, 
ſuppoſing him to have been dead. Here he conti- 
nued for ſome time in ſuch a weak condition, that 
thoſe that were about him deſpaired of his lite, 
whilſt the reſt of his army not ſeeing him appear 
as uſual, began to think him really dead, Lie 
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o BY bred ſuch a confuſion among them, that he was 


g forced, even before his health could well permit 
3, ST it, to cauſe himſelf to be carried about in a litter 
in to diſpel their fears, and reſtore peace and order 
among them, 

„ However, this ſignal eſcape, together with the 
»y RY reflections he was now at leiſure to make on the 
d, many dangers which he and his troops had already 
he undergone, the manifeſt wrong he did to his own 
is kingdom, in draining it of its ſtouteſt and braveſt 
„men, the vaſt diſtance he was from it, and the in- 
as KY ſuperable difliculties of carrying on a war into ſuch 
o, remote parts, made him at length reſolve to ſet 
ly KY afide the thoughts of all further conquetts in that 
ir part of the world. And it is not to be doubted 
»n but his troops, glutted and loaden with the rich 
i- WT ſpoils of ſo many brave nations, were all ready 
d- enough to ſecond the motion of returning once 
1s more to their beloved home. 

is We ſhall follow him but through one more of 


his extravagancies, but ſuch a one as ſhewed that 
tho' the current of his ambition was ſtopped from 
& ſpreading further one way, it did only ſerve to 
make it ſwell and raiſe itſelf the higher in another, 
And ſince the reduction of ſo many powerful ri- 
val monarchs he found was fo difficult, hazardous 
and expenſive, he bethought himſelf of a much 
eaſier way to ſet himſelf ſufficiently above them 
without all this danger and trouble; and that was, 
O horrid impudence and impiety ! to cauſe himſelf 
to be worſhipped as a god ®, This monſtrous de- 

| E 6 ſign 


* The antient heathen had, long before Alexander, be- 
gun to deify their deceaſed kings, and to pay them divire 
hondurs ; but from any thing that appears in hiſtory to 
the 


84 SELECT HISTORIES 


ſign being once reſolved upon, it was in vain, or 
rather dangerous to the laſt degree, even for his 
nobleſt generals or greateſt favourites to divert him 
from it. Several of them loſt ſome his favour, 
and others their lives, either for attempting it, or 
refuſing ſervilely to pay him thoſe divine honours 
which he exacted from them. Thus did that am- 
bitious prince go on from one degree of madneſs 
and vanity to another, till he was grown to ſuch a 
monſtrous heighth of impiety as to fancy himſelf 
a god, whoſe murders and rapines, cruelty and 
injuſtice, drunkenneſs and debauchery, and a nu- 
merous train of other vices, ought rather to have 
made him look on himſelf as the worſt of men, 
and a monſter of mankind, But when neither his 
own reaſon and experience, nor the remonſtran- 
ces of his ſobereſt friends could bring him to a 
due ſenſe of his mortality, his own vices and de- 
baucheries effectually and ſadly convinced him of 
It, being taken ill of a malignant fever, occaſtoned 
by his exceſs of drinking, which carried him off 
in a few days, in the flower of his youth, and 
put an end at once to all his conqueſts and vaſt am- 
bitious projects, How his kingdom was divided and 
torn by his generals after his death we have already 
thewn in a former note, page 33. to which we re- 
fer you. Quintus Curtius, Plutarch, &c. 

| XERXES's 
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the contrary, he ſeems to have been the firſt who took 
it into his head to be worſhipped whilſt alive, which 
cannot be attributed to any thing elſe but his extrava- 
gant and ambitious deſire of ſetting himſelf up above all 
the reſt of mankind, 
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XeRxEs's fatal ambition diſplayed in his expedi- 
tion againſt the GREEKS, 


WrrxEs's ambition was in ſome meaſure till 
more inexcuſable than that of Philip and his 
ſon Alexander, becauſe the dominions of theſe 
were originally confined within the limits of a 
ſmall kingdom, whereas thoſe of Xerxes extended 
themſelves over a hundred and twenty ſeven pro- 
vinces, the greater part of which were even larger 
than the whole kingdom of Macedonia, as we 
have hinted in a former note, page 68. ſo that his 
empire was already rather too unwieldy for one 
man to govern well; and it would have been 
much more to his honour, to have applied his 
thoughts and care in making his ſubjects happy 
and wealthy, than in ſeeking new conqueſts where 
he had neither right nor juſt provocation. And 
et we have already ſhewn in the hiſtory of king 
hilip, how he had already projected the conqueſt 
of all Greece, and all its neighbouring kingdoms, 
and -what a monſtrous army and fleet he had got 
ready againſt them, amounting in the whole to 
above two millions of men, See the note on 
Page 73. | 

But his ambition diſplayed itſelf in nothing fo 
much as in his engaging the Grecian confederates 
at ſea, who were ſo ſuperior, tho” not in number, 
yet in experience of maritime affairs, and hazard- 
ing at once both. his whole army and fleet to the 
ſucceſs of a naval fight; whereas by ſpinning out 
the war by land, he might have penetrated in a 
little time into the very heart of Greece, But 
Xerxes was too ſure of victory to liſten to ſuch 
ſalutary 
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falutary advice, and having reſolved on fighting 
the Grecian fleet, he ordered a throne to be reared 
on the top of an eminence, whence he might at 
once ſafely behold the engagement, and encourage his 
men by his preſence, having previouſly made large 
promiſes to thoſe who ſhould ſignalize themſelves 
againſt the Greeks. How blindly and headlong 
doth vanity hurry men to their ſhame and deſtruc- 
tion? and how weak is all this mighty force both 
by ſea and land under ſuch a head, when oppoſed 

againſt the wiſdom of an old experienced general, 
and of a valiant people, who fight not for con- 
queſt, but liberty ? 

TT hemiltocles, the brave Athenian admiral, was 
no ſooner informed that the Perſian fleet, which 
conſiſted of two thouſand ſhips, were ordered to 
engage him, but he wiſcly reſolved to wait for 
them at the ftraits of Salamis, a place where the 
ſea was ſo narrow, that they could not have room 
to exert themſelves, and to avoid engaging them 
till a certain wind began to blow, which aroſe eve- 
ry day regularly at the ſame hour, and was as 
. contrary to the enemy as it was favourable to him, 
As ſcon as he found it begin to blow, he gave the 
{ſignal for the onſet, and with his three hundred 
and eighty ſhips totally defeated the enemy, whoſe 
large and numerous ones, for want of room, did 
only embarraſs and hurt, inſtead of aſſiſting one 
another. In this action the Greeks loſt only forty 
ſhips, but of the Perſians above two hundred were 
ſunk, beſides a much greater number that were ta- 
ken by the enemy, whilſt the poor remainder made 
the belt of their way home ward. 

This terrible and unexpected defeat did ſo alarm 
the proud Perſian monarch, that he immediately 
reſolved to return into Perſia, and having left be- 


hind an army of three hundred thouland men 2 
9 
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der the command of two of his generals, Mardo- 
nius and Tigranes, he marched with all the ſpeed 
he could with the reſt of his army towards the 
Helleſpont, for fear the Athenians ſhould be there 
before him, and obſtruct his paſſage over the bridge. 
dee before page 73. In his flight his army under- 
went the moſt ſevere hardſhips, and for want of 
proper proviſions, were forced to live upon ſuch 
herbs and roots as they could get, and even upon 
the roots and leaves of trees, which occaſioned 
ſuch a mortality among them as ſwept off the 
greateſt part of them. The reſt, not being able 
to follow him faſt enough, were left behind to 
ſhift for themſelves, whilſt their monarch was glad 
to croſs the Helleſpont in a fiſher-boat, the bridge 
being broke by a ſtorm, and take up a ſhameful re- 
treat at Sardis, a city of Lydia, for that winter. 

'The other part of his army, which he had left 
under Mardonius and Tigranes, met with no bet- 
ter fate, the Greeks having defeated them with a 
great ſlaughter, among which the two laſt named 
generals were killed in the field of battle. They 
purſued and took a great part of the reſt, plun- 
dered and burnt their camp and all their ſhips, and 
returned home loaden with the richeſt ſpoils of the 
Perſians, among which were ſeventy cheſts full of 
money, Thus ended the fatal expedition, and 

with it all the vaſt ambitious deſigns of Xerxes, 
in a ſhameful and miſerable diſappointment, and 
with the almoſt total deſtruction of thoſe millions 
of men, with which but a year before he had 
marched ſo proudly over the Helleſpont. 

Xerxes, now ſadly ſenſible of the fatal effects 
of his ambition by ſuch a ſeries of loſſes and mis- 
fortunes, gave up all thoughts of war and con- 
queſts, and ſtrove” to ſtifle his remorſe and ſhame, 
by abandoning himſelf to luxury and —_— 

| his 
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This diſſolute way of living, tho' it might eaſe 
his mind in ſome meaſure, yet ſerved only to ren- 
der him more contemptible to his ſubjects. At 
length the chief captain of his guard, named Ar- 
tabanus, a native of Hyrcania, and a great favou- 


rite of his, conſpired againſt him, and by the help 
of one of the eunuchs of the palace, whom he had 
bribed into the conſpiracy, being led into the 
king's bed-chamber, ſtruck his dagger into his 
heart while he was aſleep. This was the end of 
the great and haughty Xerxes, whoſe ambition was 
the more to be blamed, becauſe he had ſeen the 
fatal effects of it in his predeceſſor's unfortunate 
expedition againſt the Scythians, of which we ſhall 
give an account in the next hiſtory, and which 
ſhould have taught him how much ſafer and more 
es it is for a monarch to protect than to en- 
arge his dominions. Herodotus, Diodorus Siculus, 


Juſtin, ; ce. 
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DaRr1vus's unfortunate expedition againſt SCYTRIA, 


W HEN a potent monarch invades a rich coun- 
try, one reaſonably ſuppoſes that covetouſ- 
neſs and ambition go hand in hand with him ; but 
when he wars againſt a poor, tho' brave and war- 
like nation, one may ſafely conclude, that nothing 
but a thirſt after vain-glory and unlawful conqueſts 
can prompt him to it. Of this kind was this ex- 
pedition of Darius againſt the Scythians “, a _ 

who 
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The Scythians were a brave antient nation, deſcend- 
ed from Magog the grandſon of Noah. (See Geneſis 


ch. x.) and had ſpread themſelves over all the Lon 
the un 
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ho had neither cities nor treaſuries, but dwelt in 
= tents altogether, lived upon the milk of their nu- 


merous flocks, cloathed themſelves with the skins 


of wild beaſts, and inſtead of houſes carried their fa- 


= milies in covered waggons drawn by oxen or hor- 


es, which were alſo large enough to hold all their 


bed and kitchen furniture. Gold and filver they 


deſpiſed as uſcleſs, and all their wealth conſiſted in 
their children and cattle; fo that one may truly 
ſay of them, that they were poſſeſſed by nature of 


all thoſe virtues, which the reſt of the world 


could ſcarce obtain by all their learning and phi- 
=2 loſophy, 


Had Darius not been blind to every thing but his 
ambition, the brave anſwer which they formerly 


ſent to one of the kings of Egypt muſt have de- 


terred him from ſuch an extravagant enterprize, 


What madneſs, ſaid they to him, mult it be for 


the rich and opulent Egyptians to invade ſo poor 
a nation as Ours, where there can be nothing 


got but death and wounds? Whereas we, who 
fight for our wives, children, and liberties, will 
fall upon you with double fierceneſs at the fight 
of the vaſt wealth you bring along with you. 


But 
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thern parts of Europe and Aſia, from Muſcovy quite al- 
molt to Tartary and China. Their paſtoral and active life, 
and plain diet, made, them fruitful, robuſt and ſtout. 
Their living in tents, and deſpiſing wealth and luxury, 
ſecured them from being envied or invaded by their 
neighbours, whilſt the inclemency of their climate ren- 
dered them fo fierce and warlike, that their very women 
were trained up to martial deeds as well as their men, 
and ſignalized themſelves with equal bravery on all oc- 
cations, No wonder then that all attempts of conquer- 


Ing ſo brave a people, did uſually retort to the diſhonour 
and damage of the invader.” 
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But_as Darius was not to be diverted from his de. | 
ſign by any ſuch conſiderations, they returned him 
the following meſſage when he ſent them his he. 
ralds to demand of them earth and water“. We 
have neither cities, houſes, fields, vineyards, or 
any other valuable treaſures, except our families, Þ 
and the ſepulchres of our anceſtors. And as we 
are known to all the world to fight as bravely for 
theſe as other nations do for glory or plunder, our 
invaders muſt of courfe run a much greater rizk | 
than we, 

To convince him that they were in earneſt, in- 
ſtead of the tribute demanded of earth and water, 
they ſent him a bird, a mole, a frog, and a ſmall 
bundle of arrows, without any farther explication, 
'T heſe however Gobrias, one of Darius's moſt ex- 
perienced generals, rightly enough underſtood to 
mean that the Perſians muſt never expect to gain 
any advantage over the Scythians, unleſs they 
could, like them, be as ſwift as birds, plunge like 
frogs, bury themſelves like moles, and keep as 
cloſcly united as that bundle of arrows. But the 
infatuated king, whoſe heart was ſet upon their 
conqueſt, found a way of explaining the riddle to 

8 his 
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* It was then the uſual way of thoſe proud conquer- 
ors to ſend their heralds to the nations they intended to 
invade, to demand of them the uſual tribute of earth 
and water. By which was not meant a ſupply or con- 
tribution of proviſions for their army, as ſome writers 
have imagined, but implied an immediate acknowledge- 
ment of ſubjection to the conqueror. If they thought 
fit to ſubmit, they immediately ſent to him ſome hoſta- 
ges and preſents in token of their ſubjection; if not, 
they had no other way left but to make the belt defence 
they could againſt him, fince their defeat was uſually at- 
tended with plunder, ſlaughter, and ſlavery. 
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his own advantage, and commanded his army, 
conſiſting of fix hundred thouſand men, immedi- 
diately to enter the Scythian territories, 

As ſoon as the news of his approach had reached 
them, Indathyrſus, who was no leſs politic than 
brave, made a ſhew of oppoſing him with his 
ſmall army, but his real deſign was, by counter- 
feited retreats, to draw the Perſians further and 
further into his territories, and by burning and de- 
ſtroying all the way he paſſed through, to tire and 
famiſh one half, and then cut the reſt in pieces. 
He ſucceeded in the firſt part of his deſign, and 
the Perſians followed him from country to coun- 
try till they were quite harraſſed to death, and in 
want of proviſions. But by this time the Perſian 
monarch's eyes being open to his extreme danger, 
and afraid of the enemies falling upon them in 
that wretched condition, reſolved to give over his 
raſh enterprize, and having cauſed a great number 
of fires to be kindled in his camp, he marched off 
by the light of them, leaving the ſick, old, lame 
and impotent, to the mercy of the Scythians, 
that he might have time to reach the Danube be- 
fore they could come to cbſtruct his croſſing of that 
river *. 

It was well for him that the Tonians T, who 
were left to guard the briege, and had been tam- 
pered 


8 — —— — — 


* The Danube is a large, rapid, and navigable ri- 
ver, that was one of the boundaries of Scythia on the 
fouth. It runs through ſome parts of Germany, Hun- 
gary, and other provinces, and diſcharges itſelf into the 
Archipelago or Turkiſh Sea near Conſtantinople. 

T The lonians were a Grecian ſtate, which had been 
conquered by the Perſians, and were forced to ſend a 
number of their forces to accompany Darius in this ex- 
pedition. 
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pered with by the Scythians to break it down, in 


order to expoſe the Perſian army to their reſentment, 
were diſſuaded from doing him that piece of ju- = 
ſtice, elſe both he and the remains of his army 

muſt have been inevitably cut in pieces. Darius | 
being got thus luckily on this fide of the river, re- 


turned to Sardis, where he took up his winter quar- 
ters, and was glad likewiſe to ſpend the next ſum- 
mer to refreſh the remains of his tattered army, af- 


ter the extreme hardſhips it had ſuffered in that raſh WW 


and unſucceſsſul expedition. Herodotus, Fuſtin, 
Diodorus Siculus, &c. I» 


Jorivs 
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7 — The Scythians underſtanding that theſe were 
eft behind to guard the bridge over the Danube, in or- 
der to ſecure him a retreat, had ſent ſome of their off- 


cers to prevail upon them to break down the bridge, 


and prevent thereby the Perſian army's flight. This 
advice, if it had been followed, would have infallibly 
cauſed the total defeat of theſe invaders, whereby they 
themſelves might have ſoon after recovered their liberty, 


But the daſtardly Ionians, tho' they had actually promiſed 


to demoliſh the bridge, and leave Darius to the mercy 
of the Scythians,. were intimidated' from it by one of 
their treacherous leaders, which gave the diſtreſſed mo- 


narch an opportunity of ——_ with his life, tho“ 


not without great loſs bath of his honour-andarmy. 
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Jorrus CxsaAr's boundleſs ambition deſtroys all 
his valuable qualities, makes him enſlave his coun- 
try, and at length hurries him to his own ruin. 


8 T* no inſtance did ambition diſplay its dreadful 
= effects ſo much as in the perſon of Julius Cæ- 
S ſar *, once the love and admiration, and after- 
= wards the enſlaver and tyrant of his country. Cæ- 
{ far had all the good qualities that could render a 

man amiable and eſteemed. He was learned and 
eloquent, courteous and liberal, He was a con- 
ſummate ſtateſman, and a complete general. He 
was, upon all theſe accounts, ſo beloved and reve- 
renced by the whole nation, ſo honoured and ex- 
tolled by his friends, and admired and eſteemed by 
his very enemies, that if the Roman ſtate had been 
reduced into a low or deſperate condition, he 
would have been univerſally looked upon as the 
propereſt perſon to have recovered it ; and if its 

preſent circumſtances had been ſuch, that an arbi- 
trary uſurper had been deemed preferable to a num- 
ber of petty tyrants, Rome could not have made a 
better choice than of him, Had Czfar's ambition 
then been leſs than boundleſs, it might eaſily have 
been ſatisfied with that high degree of honour and 
fame, of credit and authority, of love aud eſteem, 
to which theſe valuable qualities had raiſed him. 
| For 
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Ceæſar, from whom all the ſucceeding emperors or 
tyrants of Rome derived that title, was ſo ſirnamed from 
his being cut out of his mother's womb, who could not 
be otherwiſe delivered of him. 


BY 
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For tho? in each of theſe he had ſome equals, or 


even ſuperiors, yet in the poſſeſſion of them alt 


he was doubtleſs without a rival. If Pompey was 


as brave a general, Cicero a better orator, Cato or 
Brutus more ſtaunch patriots than he, yet all of 
them came ſhort of him in ſeveral of thoſe other 


valuable qualifications which he was maſter of, 
and in what was called the goods of fortune, in 
ſucceſs both at home and abroad, in the ſenate *, in 
the city, in the camp, in dignities, power and 
wealth, he exceeded them all. 

To this pitch of grandeur and happineſs was Cæ- 
far arrived, ſufficient, one would think, to have 
contented the moſt aſpiring Roman, but all too 
poor to ſatisfy his ambitious ſpirit, unleſs he could, 
by one bold treacherous puſh, raiſe himſelf above 
all mortals upon the ruins of his own country, 
and ufurp an abſolute and deſpotic power over that 
proud and haughty city, which had enſlaved the 
greateſt part of the world, He ſucceeded but too 
well in his deſign, and having defeated the brave 
Pompey's army, that was ſent to oppoſe his treaſo- 

nable 
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* It ſeems he had, by his addreſs and vaſt generoſity, 
got the greateſt part of the ſenate at his devotion. He 
ad engroſſed ſome of the molt confiderable polts in the 
city, and had been ſo ſucceſsful in the field, that he is 
oblerved to have gained fifty pitched battles, to have 
taken above a thouſand cities, moſt of them by aſſault; 
and if the hiſtorian Pliny may be credited, to have Kill 
ed eleven hundred and ninety two thouſand men. No 
wonder then if ſo much ſucceſs had ſo far intoxicated 
him, that he ſecmed to believe that the world was creat- 
ed for him; infomuch, that being once in extreme dan- 
ger of periſhing at ſca, and the pilot deſpairing of out. 
weathering the violence of the ſtorm, he ſternly forbid 
26 to ſear ſince he carried Cæſar and his fortune with 
im, | 
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r Sible project, he marched at the head of his victo- 
| KTious troops into Italy, entered Rome like a con- 
> Kuweror, and there gave the fatal blow, which put 
n end at once to her glory and boaſted liberty. 
RX And now Cæſar has no equal, no rival, no 
q ompetitor, but reigns abſolute monarch, and - 
| ith pleaſure beholds Rome, and with her the 
© world ſubdued under his feet. He has now at- 
© Stained the ſummit of his ambition, and ſeems 
| 10w to have nothing to wiſh, nothing to fear, 
Nothing to fear did I ſay? alas, fond man] thou 
never hadſt more reaſon to fear than now, And, 
whilſt thou reveleſt, and fleepeſt ſecure, drunk 
with thine exceſſive and ill-gotten power, thy 
E dreadful end is drawing on apace, and tho' thy 
enemies are brought ſo low that they dare not raiſe 
$a hand againſt thee, Rome ſhall find, even amon 
= thy friends, ſuch as will dearly revenge her loſs of 
liberty, and haſten on thee the doom that is due 
to tyrants and enſlavers of their country. 
= Theſe were the brave Brutus and Caffius at the 
head of a large number of brave patriots, who 
had been long conſulting the means of reſtoring 
the Roman nation to its antient liberty; and ſince 
that could not be brought about without firſt de- 
ſtroying the tyrant of it, they had come to a reſo- 
E lution to ſtab him in the ſenate, on a certain 
day, which they had agreed among themſelves *. As 


the 
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This day, ſo fatal to Cæſar, was, according to 
the Roman Kalendar, called the ides of March, and 
reached from the ſeventh to the fifteenth day of that 
month according to ours. Theſe days were reckoned 

backward ; the firſt was called the eighth, the ſecond the 
teventh, the third the ſixth of the ides, and ſo on to the 
tourtcenth, which was called the pridies, or day before = 
ides, 
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the greateſt part of them had received ſome ſignal 
favours from him, eſpecially Brutus, who, as we 
have hinted in a former hiſtory,, was nearly related 
to him, they were the leſs miſtruſted of any ſuch 
deſign. Cæſar, in ſpight of the remonſtrances of 
his friends, having reſolved to go to the ſenate- 
houſe on the fatal day, entercd the hall called Pom- 
pey's hall“, and fat him down on a chair of ſtate, 


that 
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ides, and the fifteenth was the proper day of the ides. 
The reſt of the month was divided into nones and ca- 
lends. The nones contained four days, the calends in- 
cluded the reſt, and both were reckoned in the ſame re- 
troverſe manner 

But to return to Cæſar. He had been in a great 
meaſure fore warned by a famous ſoothſayer or aſtrologer 
to beware of that day. Several very ominous preſages, 
which ſeemed to threaten his life, had induced ſome of 
his intimate friends not to ſtir out of his houſe on that 
day, or at leaſt not to go to the ſenate-houſe. But the 
ſame preſumption which made him defy the winds and 
ſtorms at ſea, made him deſpiſe all dangers likewiſe at 
land. And ſo confidently did he go to the ſenate, 
that meeting the aſtrologer in his way thither, he told 
him in a taunting tone that the ides of March were 
come. Ay, ſays the other, but they are not paſt. How- 
ever Czfar, who thought it beneath him to betray the 
leaſt token of fear, reſolutely went to the fatal place, 
and as ſurely met with his doom there. 


* 'This noble building had been reared by the great 


Pompey for the uſe of the ſenate. Hence the judicious 
Plutarch concludes that ſome deity had guided the whole 
action, and hurried Cæſar hither to his juſt doom, in re- 
venge of Pompey's death, who by this time had been 

murdered in Afia by one of Cæſar's generals. 
For Pompey, after his great defeat at Pharſalia, 
which decided the fate of the empire in favour of Cæ- 
ſar, was retired into Leſſer Aſia, where he had gathered 
a - up 
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that was placed in the middle of it, and was im- 
mediately ſurrounded by the conſpirators, who 
came with a pretence of interceding for a man 
who was in diſgrace with him, Czfar ſtarting up 
to puſh them from him, had his royal mantle 
pulled off by one of them, which was to be the 
ſignal for the reſt to fall upon him. Accordingly 
Caſca, one of their chiefs, came up and ſtabbed 
him in the neck; upon which he turned about and 
ſcized upon his hand that held the dagger, crying 
out in Latin, Wicked Caſca, what doſt thou mean? 
whilſt Caſca called on his brother in Greek to come 
and help him, In this confuſion the ſenators, 
who knew nothing of the deſign, were ſtruck 
with ſuch terror, that they had no power to come 
to Cæſar's aſſiſtance, which gave Brutus and his 
aſſociates an opportunity of ſurrounding him fo 
cloſely with their drawn daggers, that which way 
ſocver he turned himſelf he met with ſome ſtab, 
and ſo eager were they of the glory of diſpatching 
him, that in the hurry and croud they wounded 
one another, inſomuch that they were all covered 
either with their own or with Cæſar's blood. 
Brutus in particular was wounded in the hand by 

F Caſſius 
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up ſome conliderable forces, and taken ſeveral ſtrong ci- 
ties, Upon which Marcus 'Titius was ſent againſt him, 
with orders to watch his motions, and if he ſurrendered” 
himſelf, to receive him with all marks of honour ; but 
it he refuſed to ſubmit to the conqueror, to cut him and 
his army in pieces. Litius accordingly defeated him, 
and took him priſoner, and put him to death; for which 
le was ſo hated by the Roman people, who, in ſpight 
of Cœſar's greatneſs, retained ſtill a great veneration for 
their brave general and defender, that they drove-him 
away out of the amphitheatre, where he was exhibiting 
lome games to them at his own charges. 


98 SELECT HI STORIES 


Caſſius, who fell to his work more like a ſury 
than a man. All this while Cæſar defended him- 
ſelf the beſt he could; but as he tried to make 
his eſcape through them, he met Brutus with a 
naked dagger in his hand, the ſight of which fo 
ſtung him to the heart, that, without making any 
further reſiſtance, he only cried out to him, What, 
my Brutus, are you one of them? and, covering 
his face with his robe, ſuffered himſelf to be 
diſpatched by them. He received twenty five 
wounds before he fell, and when, through loſs of 
blood, he found himſelf ready to fink, he is re- 
ported to have had ſo much preſence of mind as 
to wrap up his knees with the skirts of his gar- 
ments, that he might not in his fall expoſe thoſe 
parts to view which nature and modeſty obliges us 
to conceal, Thus fell the great Cæſar in the 
fifty ſixth year of his age, a ſad facrifice to his 
unmeaſurable ambition, whoſe virtues and good 
qualities, had they not been wholly ſwallowed up 
by that deſtructive paſſion, might have rendered 
him the ornament and protector, inſtead of the 
tyrant and enſlaver of his country. Cicero, Plu- 
tarch, Suetonius, Florus, &c. 
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CROE SUS ambition reproved by SOLON, and 
| puniſhed by CYRUs. 


ROESUS'S ambition, tho? of a different kind 
from that of thoſe invaders and enſlavers of 
free nations we have ſpoken of under this head, 


was yet like to have colt him dearer than it did to 
any 


on MoRALSVUBJ EO TS, &c, 99 


any of them. He was king of Lydia *, and had, 
after his acceſſion to the crown, enlarged his king- 
dom ſo far as not to be inferior to any prince of 
that age, and gained fo many ſignal victories, that 
he acquired the higheſt fame and renown for his 
great wealth, ſtrength and wiſdom, | 
Amongſt the many great perſons that viſited his 
court, was Solon, the great and famous Athenian 
general and lawgiver , a perſon of ſuch conſum- 
mate 


* Lydia is an antient kingdom in Leſſer Aſia, ſup- 
poſed to have been founded by the deſcendants of Lud, 
the fourth ſon of Shem the ſon of Noah. See Geneſis 
x. 22, They were called Luddim from him, and from 
theſe the kingdom came afterwards to be called Lydia. 
The territories of it were not very large till Crœſus add- 
ed ſeveral conqueſts to it. However, what it wanted in 
extent, it made up in fertility, being exceeding fruitful 
in corn, wine and oil, on account of the many. rivers 
that run through it. But above all it had ſome very rich 
mines, out of which Crœſus is ſuppoſed to have drawn 
the greateſt part of his immenſe wealth. 

Lydia had likewiſe many large, rich and ſtrong ci- 
ties, the moſt conſiderable of which was Sardis the feat 
of Crce:us, a city cf ſuch importance, that when Xerxes, 
the king of Perſia, of whom we have lately ſpoke, 
heard that the Greeks had taken it, he ordered that one 
of his attendants ſhould every day, when le was at din- 
ner, cry aloud to him, The Greeks have taken Sardis, 
till he had ſnatched it out of tieir hands, as he ſoon af- 
ter did. By the noble ruins of it that are ſtill to be 
ſeen, it apptars to have been enriched with a vaſt num- 
ber of ſtately edifices, and doubtleſs Crœſus, whoſe am- 
bition in this reſpe& ran very high, had Leftowed im- 
menſe colt and labour in enriching and adorning it. 

Solon, the greateſt and braveſt man that Athens, 
or perhaps the world then had, was the perſon who had 
given that republic a body of laws, as Lycurgus had 
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mate wiſdom and probity, that he was received 
every where with great marks of diſtinction and 
reſpect; and ſo he was here indeed at the firſt. But 
Croefus, whoſe higheſt ambition it was to be 
thought the greateſt and happieſt of all mortals, aſter 
having entertained him in a magnificent manner, 
and ſhewed him all his immenſe treaſures, wealth 
and opulence, asked him one day who was the 
happieſt man that he had ever known, not doubt- 
ing but he would readily name him to be the per- 


ſon. But Solon, who was an utter enemy to all 


flattery, named, to his great ſurprize, one Tellus, a 
private man at Athens, who had carefully brought 
up a numerous iſſue, which all ſurvived him, 
whilſt himſelf was bleſſed with a glorious death, 
being flain as he wae fighting for his country, 
and after having gained a noble victory over the 
enemy. 

Crœſus, willing to try him further, asked him 
whom he thought the happieſt man next to his 
Tellus; and Solon named him a ſecond, and after 
him a third, both happy in a private capacity ; 
which ſo diſpleaſed the proud monarch, that he 
could not conceal his reſentment at his preferring 
the happineſs of any private perſon to that of fo 
rich and powerful a prince as he, Solon, not at 

all 
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to that of Sparta, of which we have given an account 
before, page 5. He did not indeed, like him, ſhorten 
his life to enforce the perpetual obligation of them, 
but contented himſelf with making the Athenians ſwear 
to the obſervance of them for ten years only, during 
which time He reſolved to travel abroad to prevent his 
being forced to make any alteration in them. Among 
other courts that he viſited, he took that of Croeſus in 
his way, where his honeſt plainneſs of ſpeech got him 
that cold reception that you will read by and by. 
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all moved at his diſpleaſure, told him very calm- 
ly, that there was no pronouncing any man hap- 
py till after his death. This laſt anſwer only 
ſerved to complete the contempt which Crœſus had 
conceived for him, and Solon was diſmiſſed as a 
man that had neither manners nor experience, Tt 
was not long however before he found ſufficient 
cauſe to alter his judgment concerning him, and 
was forced to confeſs that he was ſar enough from 
that heighth of happineſs which he tancied | himſelf 
ſo fully and ſecurely poſſeſſed of. 

Atys, his bcloved ſon, a prince of the moſt pro- 
miſing hopes, was ſoon after unfortunately Killed at 
a hunting match, the loſs of whom ſtuck ſo cloſe 
to his heart, that he abandoned himſelf wholly to 
grief and deſpair for near two whole years. Nor 
would it, in all likelihood, have ended there, had 
not Cyrus, the great king of Perſia's ſwift and 
continual conqueſts awaked him to a ſenſe of his 
own danger ; ſo that he began now to think it 
high time to look about him, and uſe his utmoſt 
efforts to ſtop the progreſs of that ſucceſsful con- 
queror. Creceſus accordingly raiſed, with all the 
ipeed he could, a very powerful army, and march- 
cd directly againſt him into Cappadocia, a pro- 
vince belonging to the Perſians, even before his 
allies could come up to him. Here both armies 
met, and had a ſharp engagement, which laſted a 

whole day without any great advantage on either 
fide, and night coming on, obliged them to part 
upon equal terms. Crcoeſus, finding it dangerous 
to hazard a ſecond battle, his forces being vaſtly 
inferior in number to the Perſians, took the op- 
portunity of the night, and -marched with all ex- 
pedition to his own capital, where he thought Cy- 
rus would hardly come to attack him, who had 
not been able to maſter him in the ficld, But he 
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was miſtaken, and Cyrus finding that he was re- 
turned into Lydia, purſued him with incredible 
ſpecd, ſurprized and defeated him, and forced him 
to retire once more into Sardis, where he quickly 
beſieged him, and forced him to ſurrender. Crcœ— 
ſus was on the brink of having been killed in the 
aſſault, but was miraculouſly ſaved by another of 
his ſons *, and was brought priſoner to Cyrus, to 
experience yet a much greater weight of diſgrace 
and miſery, 

Cyrus, whether exaſperated at the unfortunate 
king for thus untimely preſuming to obſtruct 
his carreer, or out of any private pique, im- 
incdiately ordered him to be loaden with fetters, 
and to be burnt alive, with fourteen Lydian 
rouths, on a large pile of wood, as a facrifice of 
thanks to the gods for his victory over him, Tt 
was on this mournful occaſion that the awakened 
Croeſus began to feel the truth of what the Athe- 
n.an philoſopher had told him ; and as he was 
mounting the dreadful pile, with a loud and trem- 
b'inz voice cried out, O Solon! Solon ! Solon! 
"Theſe words being diſtinctly heard by Cyrus, raiſed 
in him a curioſity of knowing his reaſon for his 
thus calling on that name; whereupon the now 
wretchetl captive gave him an account of the con- 
ference he had formerly had with that great man, 
and how truly he felt now the truth of what he 
had told him, that no man could be accounted 


happy till aſter he was dead, This ſtory _ 
ſuc 
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* 'This young prince, who it ſeems had been born 
deaf and dumb, ſceing his father in that extreme dan. 
ger, cried out aloud to the perſon who was going to kill 
nim, Spare Crœſus; upon which he was immediately 
Earricd to the conqueror, 
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ſuch a deep impreſſion on Cyrus, and gave him 
ſuch a lively ſenſe of the inſtability of human 
things, that he ordered his captive to be taken 
down from the pile, and from that time ranked 
him. among his friends and counſellers, as well 
conſidering that himſelf did not know how ſoon 


the caſe might be his own, and himſelf betrayed 


by an adverſe fortune into the power of an enemy. 
However, tho' he gave him his life, and treated 
him in an honourable manner, yet he ſeized on 
his vaſt wealth and territories, and thereby put an 
end to the Lydian kingdom. Herodotus, NXens- 
phon, &c. 
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HEzZEKIAH's ambition reproved by the prophet 
ISAIAH, 


„ mon tho* one of the beſt kings that 
ever the Jewiſh nation was bleſſed with, did 
yet ſuffer himſelf to be ſo blinded with this ambi- 
tious deſire of appearing great, potent and happy, 
that it proved the fatal cauſe of a long and diſmal 
ſeries of troubles to his kingdom. He had been 
miraculouſly delivered once and again from the 
power and fury of Sennacherib king of Aſſy- 
ria“, had reſtored peace and plenty in all his do- 

4 minions, 


Pe CET 


* This proud boaſting monarch had already conquer- 
ed a great many nations, and was coming againſt Ju- 
dca with an army of above two hundred thouſand men, 
with ſome of the braveſt and moſt experienced generals, 
in order to reduce the Jewiſh nation to his obedience, 
and tranſplant them into ſome other parts of his great 
empire, and re-people that country with ſome other na- 

; Uons. 
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minions, and had cleared it of all the abominable 
idolatries, which had been introduced by ſome of 
his impious predeceſſors, He had been moreover 
delivered from a deſperate diſeaſe, wherein God 
was pleaſed to work a ſignal miracle in his fa- 
vour *, and to add fifteen years more to his thread 
of life, which ſhould be accompanied with great 
proſperity and ſucceſs, All theſe were ſignal to- 
kens of the divine goodneſs, of which he was ſo 
ſenlible, that he miſled no occaſion of expreſſing 
the deepeſt gratitude for them by frequent thankſ- 


givings 
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tions. This was the policy of thoſe conquerors, be- 
cauſe when a people were once led captive far enough 
out of their own native country, they were in leſs dan- 
yer of revolting. | | 

i1czekiah, upon hearing of his coming, ſent and 
bought his peace at an immenſe ſum, being forced to 
rip the temple of all its gold and ſilver to ſatisfy the 
avarice of that proud conqueror; but that treacherous 
inonarch had no ſooner received his preſents than he 
tent his army ſtraight againſt Jeruſalem, and ſummoned 
it to ſurrender to him. But in the midſt of his prowels, 
God, who had promiſed by the mouth of his prophet to 
protect Jeruſalem and Judea againſt the Aﬀyrians, ſent 
his deſtroying angels in the dead of night into their 
camp, who made ſuch terrible havock among them, 
that Sennacherib was forced to return with ſhame and 
loſs into his own capital, where he was ſoon after mur- 
dercd by two of his fons, whilſt he was returning thanks 
to his god Niſroch for his latedeliverance. See the ſecond 
book of Kings, ch. xvili. xix. 

* This miracle was no leſs than the making the ſun 
go back ten degrees by the ſhadow of the royal ſun-dial. 
For Hezekiah having received the ſummons of death 
by the mouth of the prophet Iſaiah, could not be atter- 
wards eaſily convinced that God had granted him this 
long and unhoped for reprieve, without having it con- 
firmed by ſome ſignal miracle. 2 
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givings in the temple, and by an incomparable 
hymn which he compoſed in memory of his laſt 
deliverance, Thus far he had acted like a wiſe 
and pious monarch, and had ſhewed no tokens of 
his heart being in any wiſe elated at his flow of 
happineſs and ſucceſs, 

At length the news of his recovery, and of the 
ſun's going back, having reached Babylon, Bero- 
dach, the ſon of Baladan, king of that vaſt and 
potent empire, ſent ſome embaſſadors to Hezekiah, 
both to congratulate him upon his recovery, and 
at the ſame time to enquire into the reaſon of the 
ſun's ſupernatural retrogreſs, This embaſſy from 
ſo great and powerful a monarch, was received by 
the Jewiſh king with all the marks of joy and gra- 
titude, which he expreſſed by entertaining the em- 
baſſadors with the utmoſt magnificence, ſhewing 
them all the riches and opulence of his palace, of 
Is treaſury, of his capital, and of the other con- 
ſiderable places of his dominion, In a word, he 
was ſo clated with the honour done him by the 
Babyloniſh king, that he ſeemed to have quite for- 
got himſelf, and to have thought on nothing but 
diſplaying his power, wealth and grandeur, to the 
beſt advantage. 

This action was. ſo diſpleaſing to God, that he 
ſent him ſoon after ſuch a mortifying meſſage by 
the ſame prophet, as daſhed at once all his untime- 
ly joy. Ifaiah came to him accordingly, and be- 
ing informed by the king's own mouth who theſe 
embaſſadors were, and how he had admitted them 
to a full view of all his wealth and opulence, the 
prophet pronounced this dreadful ſentence againſt 
lim. Thus faith the Lord, Behol1 the days are 
coming when all that is in thine houſe, and all 
the treaſures which thy forefathers have laid up in 
tore unto this day ſhall be carried away to Baby- 
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lon. Nothing of it ſhall be left, ſaith the Lord. 
And of thy ſons that ſhall be begotten of thy bo- 
dy ſhall the kings of Babylon take away captives, 
and ſhall make them to ſerve as eunuchs in their 
palace, All which did accordingly come to pals, 
not indeed in Hezekiah's days, for God was pleaſed 
to ſpare his ſeeing ſo diſmal a cataſtrophe to his 
family and kingdom, but under ſome one of his 


ſucceſſors, when Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby- 


lon took and deſtroyed Jeruſalem and all the cities 
of Judea, carried away captive all the royal fami- 
ly, together with the whole nation, and an im- 
menſe quantity of gold and filver, and other coſt- 
ly plunder, and ordered ſeveral young princes of 
the royal blood to be eunuchs in his palace. See 
2 Kings XX, XXIV, xxv. 
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PYVRRHVs's extravagant ambition merrily reproved 


by the philoſopher CYNE AS, 


YRRHUS, a famous king of Epirus “, after 

having been twice dethroned by his rebellious 

ſubjects, had ſettled himſelf fo firmly upon it, and 
ſhe 


* Epirus an antient kingdom, ſo called from a Greek 
word which ſignifies continent or inland country, was ſi- 
tuate on the confines of Macedonia, and Theflaly on 


done ſide, and on the ſea called the Ionian Sea on the other. 


It was at firſt inhabited by Dodan the ſon of Javan, the 
grandſon of Japheth. See Gen. x. whence among ma- 
ny other great and antient cities it had that of Dodona, 
famed chiefly for a temple and oracle of the ſame name, 
and dedicated to Jupiter, who was hence called peng. 
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ſhewed ſuch bravery and conduct, that foreign na- 
tions began to court and value his friendſhip and 
alliance. Among theſe the brave Tarentines, 
who were then at war with the Romans, and in 
danger of being overcome and enſlaved by them, 
ſent an embaſly to him, to intreat him to come 
to their aſſiſtance, and take the command of all 
their forces, aſſuring him, that not only they, but 
many other warlike nations, both in Italy, Greece, 
and other ftates, would gladly joyn him, and fight 
under his banner. 

It is ſcarcely to be imagined how tranſported the 
king was at this advantageous offer. He dreamed 
of nothing now but of ſpreading his conqueſts as 
far as Alexander had done, and diſmiſſed the em- 
baſſadors with his royal promiſe that he would 


ſpeedily 


— 


The inhabitants, known by the name of Epirots, 
were a brave and warlike people, but ſomewhat impa- 
tient of kingly government, which made them often 
depoſe and drive their monarchs out of their kingdoms, 
Among others, Æacides, the father of Pyrrhus, had been 
dethroned, and reſtored. Alcetas, his brother, was 
murdered, with two of his ſons. Pyrrhus was but an 
infant at the breaſt when his father was depoſed, and 
narrowly eſcaped being murdered by the rebels, being 
carried to Glaucias king of Illyricum, and there brought 
up, and in time fet upon the throne by that friendly 
monarch. He was ſcarce ſeventeen years of age before 
there was a general revolt made againſt him in Epirus, 
for whilſt he was gone to king Glaucias's court, all his 
friends and adherents were driven out of the kingdom, 
and he forced to ſeek for ſhelter and ſuccour abroad. 
At length Ptolomy, king of Egypt, at whoſe court he 
had reſided ſome time, became ſuch an admirer of him, 
that he gave him his fiſter Berenice in marriage, and 
aſhited him with a ſufficient force to recover and ſettle 
himſelf in his kingdom. 
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ſpeedily enter Italy with a powerful army, and em- 
ploy his whole ſtrength againſt the common enemy. 
Pyrrhus had at this time a prime miniſter, named 
Cyneas, who was a great philoſopher, an experi- 
enced commander, and a complete ſtateſman *; 
but what was ſtill more valuable in him, he was 
a man of ſingular probity, an enemy to flattery, 
and very faithful to his maſter. Upon theſe ac- 
counts the king put ſuch confidence in him, that 
he could not forbear communicating to him all 
the vaſt projects he had formed upon the founda- 
tion of this new embaſly, and having got him in- 
to his cloſet, he opened his mind to him in terms 


to this effect: 


The Tarentines, my dear Cyneas, invite me 
into Italy, and what a large field of conqueſt is 
this like to open to my arms. How many Italian 
ſtates will joyn with me, and aſſiſt me in the re- 
duction of the proud and warlike Romans? Tell 
me freely, will not this prove a glorious and ad- 
vantageous enterprize? Here Cyneas, without 
ſeeming to diſapprove of it, asked him, whether 
he deſigned to turn his arms, if he ſucceeded in 

his 


* 


3 


This extraordinary man had learned rhetoric un- 
der the great Lemoſthenes, of whom we have ſpoke 
elſewhere, page 73. The military art he had learned 
under the companions of Alexander the Great. As for 
politics, he had been ſo long and conſtantly employed by 
Pyrrhus in his moſt important negotiations, that he was 
become the moſt conſummate maſter of it. He was 
moreover an Epicurean, a ſect of philoſophers not over 
rigid in their morals ; notwithſtanding all which, he al- 
ways maintained a moſt excellent character, was a real 
lover of truth, an enemy to court diſſimulation and flat- 
tery, and every way worthy the ſingular confidence 
which the king his maſter repoſed in him. 


4 
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his expedition againſt the Romans? To which 
the king quickly anſwered, that he deſigned then 
to paſs over into Sicily, where he ſhould find all 
things in confuſion, ſince Agathocles, who kept 
the Sicilians in awe, was but lately dead? And 
how many rich and fruitful provinces will be either 
ready to receive me, or be afraid of oppoſing me, 
after I have once conquered Italy ? Well, replies 
Cyneas, where will you go next after the reduction 
of Sicily? The thing ſpeaks itſelf, replies the 
king; I deſign to fail next into Africa, and try 
my ſucceſs againſt the Carthaginians ; that republic 
once conquered, I ſhall find few nations able 
to ſtand out againſt me. Greece, Macedonia, 
and a number of other countries, will ſubmit of 
courſe, and—— Well, anſwered Cyneas, inter- 
rupting him, what ſhall we do, and how ſhall we 
diſpoſe of our time, after we have ended all theſe 
conqueſts? Do, anſwered the king, I will then 
take my reſt after all theſe fatigues, and enjoy the 
pleaſures of life with you, 

This was the very point which Cyneas wanted 
to bring him to; ſo that, with a pleaſing ſmile, 
he asked the king, and what prevents you from 
enjoying that happineſs even now, and without 
buying it at the expence of ſo many hazards, and 
lo many troubles and fatigues? Is it not as much 
in your power now, as it will then, to enjoy all 
the gratifications of a- quiet life without all this 
ado? Happy are thoſe monarchs who have ſuch 
faithful and open-hearted counſellers, eſpecially if 
they have ſenſe and government enough to take 
ſuch wholeſome advice. But this did not prove 
the caſe of Pyrrhus, whoſe ambition was indeed 
ſomewhat cooled at firſt by this gallant ſpeech, 
but was ſoon heated again by the proſpect of a 
ſucceſsful war againſt Rome, We ſhall not fol- 

low 
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low him through that expedition, it being foreign 
to our deſign; but only add, that aſter a great va- 
riety of good and bad ſucceſs, he thought fit to 
retire into his own kingdom, where, his reſtleſs 
ambition not ſuffering him to continue long inac- 
tive, he made war againſt the Argives, and after 
having taken their capital, and entred it ſword in 
hand, he was unfortunately knocked down by a 
pan-tile, which a woman flung from the top of a 
houſe upon his head, after which a Macedonian 
took the advantage of his ſwoon to cut off his head. 
This was the end of the ambitious Pyrrhus, and 
of the Argive war. Plutarch, Cicero, Dion, Va- 
ler. Maxim, Pauſan, &c. 
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13 we diſmiſs this ſubje&t of ambition 
and its fatal effects, it will not be amiſs to 
give a few inſtances more with reſpect to the fe- 
male ſex: for women, tho' of a ſofter mould, 
have not been altogether ſtrangers to this aſpiring 
ſpirit. We find, on the contrary, that thoſe who 
have given way to it, have carried it many de- 
grees higher, and blindly ſacrificed parents, huf- 
bands, children, friends, honour, and every thing 
that is valuable, to that deſtructive paſſion. Were 


we to ſeek for living inſtances of it, Spain would 


afford us as pregnant ones perhaps as ever the world 
produced. But we do rather chooſe thoſe of early 
ages, wherein we can more clearly ſee the dreadful 
miſchiefs of it, than thoſe of our own time, where 
it is impoſſible for us to ſee when and where theſe 
miſchiefs will end. 
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ATHALIAH's ambition, cruelty, and downfal. 


THALIAH was the daughter of Ahab king 
A of Samaria “, a very wicked prince, and 
ſhe not inferior to him in any vice. Notwith- 
ſtanding which, Joram, king of Judah, had ven- 
tured to marry her contrary to the law of God, 
which forbid the Jews to contract any marriages 
with idolaters. Joram was ſoon after killed b 
Tehu, and after him his ſon and ſucceſſor Ahaziah. 
See 2 Kings ix. 14, and 27, As ſoon therefore 
as Athaliah heard the news of her husband and ſon's. 
death, ſhe reſolved to mount the throne herſelf, 


and reign lady paramount over the kingdom of 


Judah, 


I © —— — 
ä — 
* * 


* You may remember, that after the death of Solo- 
mon, his proud ambitious ſon Rehoboam loſt ten of 
ce twelve tribes of Iſrael, becauſe he would not conde- 
icend to make ſome fair promiſes to his tumultuous ſub- 
jets, as his old and faithſul counſellers adviſed him, but 
choſe the advice of his hot-headed companions, and ſent 
them away wiih ſour and threatening language. Here- 
upon they choſe Jeroboam, who was at the head of the 
revolt, to be their king, and here began the ſchiſm or 
diviſion between the two Kingdoms, viz, of Judah and 
Iſrael. See 1 Kings xii. 

Jeroboam, firit king of Iſrael, introduced ſeveral ido- 
latrous practices, which continued all the time of his 
ſucceſſors, till they were all carried away into captivity 3 
for which reaſon he is juſtly branded in almoſt every 
chapter of their hiſtory for having made Iſrael to fin. 
Omri, one of his ſucceſſors, did afterwards buy a hill 
from one Shomer, built a city on it, and called it by 
his name Shomeron or Samaria, and this city became in 
time the capital of that kingdom ; and lence the kings 


of Iſrael came to be called kings of Samaria. See 
I Kings xvi, 23, 24. | 
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Judah. There was one great obſtacle however to 
her deſign, viz. a great number of young princes 
of the royal family, who had all a right to the 
crown preferably to her who was a ftranger, and 
only a queen dowager in Judah. Several of them 
were moreover either her children or grandchil- 
dren, and for whom nature might have pleaded in 
the ſtrongeſt manner, had ſhe not been deaf to 
that, and to every thing but her own ambition. 
But being once enticed by that to entertain the be- 
witching proſpect of a crown, ſhe could eaſily look 
upon every thing elfe as victims fit to be ſacrificed 
to that predominant deſire. 

Accordingly Athaliah having, upon ſome pre- 
tence or other, got together all the males of the 
royal blood into her palace, and provided herſelf 
with a ſufficient number of butchering aſſaſſines to 
execute her bloody deſign, ſhe gave the word, and 
ſaw them all maſſacred before her eyes in one day, 
whilſt ſhe, relentleſs of their cries, ſtood by en- 
couraging the murderers to make a quick and fi 
nal end of the whole royal progeny, that nothing 
might hinder her reigning abſolute monarch over the 
Jewiſh kingdom. 

But - providence, who carefully watched over 
the poſterity of David, to whom the promiſe of 
a Meſſiah had been ſo fully and aſſuredly made, 
brought in at that inſtant the virtuous princeſs Je- 
hoſhebah, daughter of king Joram, and ſiſter to 
Ahaziah, who beholding with horror the dreadful 
maſſacre of ſo many young princes, had {till re- 
ſolution enough and preſence of mind to caſt her 
eye on young Joaſh, an infant, as he lay among 
the dead, and to convey him away unperceived to 
the temple, where he was carefully conccaled, and 


brought up by Tehoiada the then high- prieſt. 
rougut up by Row allah, 
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Athaliah, blinded either by her own paſſion, 
or, which is perhaps more probable, infatuated 
by a ſpecial providence, never miſſed the young 
prince; but relying on her own eircumſpection, 
and the fidelity of her bloody inſtruments, did not 
doubt but they had gone thorough ſtitch with their 
work, and that ſhe had no competitor left to the 
crown, In confidence of which ſhe reigned with 
an arbitrary ſway over the Jews, and as ſhe hated 
both their God and his worſhip, ſhe introduced 
that of Baal in Jerufalem, erected a temple to that 
falſe and abominable deity *, appointed a number 
of prieſts to officiate to it, and ſet Mathan, a re- 
negadoe Jew, over them, to the great ſcandal and 
deteſtation of the Jewiſh nation. 

All this while young Joaſh was carefully brought 
up in the temple, whilſt the worthy high-prieſt, 

W 
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* Baal was the deity which the antient Heathen wor- 
ſhipped. Its name ſignifies /ord, and might have been 
originally meant of the true God, But after they came to 
worſhip the fun, moon and flars, the ſun was generally 
meant by that name, For this reaſon molt likely they 
reared up his altars upon mountains and eminences, and 
on the tops of their houſes. Manaſſeh, a wicked king 
of Judah, introduced that worſhip among the Jews, and 
planted a grove to that falſe deity, and erected an al- 
tar to it on the terraſs of the royal palace; all which 
were afterwards deſtroyed by good king Joſiah, the 
grandſon of Manaſſeh, as you may read it at full length 
in the twenty firſt and twenty ſecond chapters of the ſe- 
cod book of Kings. 

Lo this abominable deity they offered, beſides incenſe 
and victims, human facrifices. And the prophet Jere- 
miah doth ſeverely „N. the Jews for having adopted 
dals inhuman kind of idolatry among them, and build- 
ing high places to Baal, and burning their children with 
le tor burnt-ſacrifices to him. Jeremiah xix. 5, 
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who beheld, with unſpeakable regret, the holy ci- 
ty profaned with all manner of idolatry, took ſpe- 
cial care to inſpire his tender years with a fincere 
love of God, and zeal for his religion. At length 
Athaliah's tyranny and impieties grew ſo intolera- 
ble, and the people ſo weary of them, that Jeho- 
jada thought it a proper time to put an effectual 
end to them, by placing the only remains of the 
houſe of David upon the throne, To this end he 
gathered all the prieſts and Levites to the temple, 
declared to them the ſecret of Joaſh's wonderful 
preſervation from the common maſiacre, ſhewed 
them their young king, who was then about ſeven 
— of age, and made them take the oaths of al- 
egiance to him. His next care was to furniſh 
them with arms, that they might be able to ſtand 
up in his defence, and to poſt them in the moſt 
advantageous parts both of the temple and city. 
As there was no time to be loſt at ſuch a criti- 
cal juncture, leſt the watchful and jealous queen 
ſhould get ſome intelligence of this glorious deſign, 
and find means to defeat it, he communicated the 
important ſecret alſo to all the chiefs and elders of 
the Jewiſh nation in all other neighbouring cities 
by proper meſſengers, the news of which was re- 
ceived every where with univerſal joy, At length 
on the appointed day the young king was brought 
forth into the inner court of the temple, where the 
high-prieſt anointed and crowned him in the pre- 
ſence of all the prieſts, Levites, and heads of the 
nation, who were come to the ſolemnity; upon 
which every corner of that ſacred place reſounded 
with the acclamations of, Long live king Joaſh; all 
which was immediately ecchoed in every part of 
the city and country by thoſe whom Jehoiada had 
poſted for that purpoſe, 1 
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It was not long, before the ſhouts of the people, 


| which came in crouds to the temple, alarmed the 


court, and Athaliah, who was ſtill a ſtranger to 
the ſecret, was raſh enough to croud in among 
them, expecting perhaps that her preſence would 
have diſperſed them, and quelled the unexpected 
tumult, She was ſoon made ſenſible of her error, 
when upon drawing nearer to the place where the 
royal throne was erected, ſhe ſaw the young king 
ſeated upon it, adorned with his crown and other 
enſigns of royalty, and ſurrounded with a number 
of his guards, whilſt ſhe herſelf was environed on 
every ſide with armed men, who, by their looks 
and behaviour, did eafily give her to underſtand 
that they were not poſted there for her defence. In 
this ſurprize ſhe, in a kind of fury and deſpair, 
tore her clothes and her hair, crying out, treaſon, 
treaſon; whilſt the armed Levites waited only 
for the word of command to fall on her, and hur- 
ry her to her doom. It was not long before Je- 
hoiada, who had conducted the whole ſcene, gave 
his dreadful commands concerning her, and or- 
dered her to be hurried out of that ſacred edifice, 
and to be put to immediate death. His orders were 
executed out of hand, and ſhe was led to the gate 
of her palace, at which the horſes uſed to go in and 
out, and there ſhe received the juſt reward of her 
murders, tyranny and impiety. The ſolemnity 
was concluded with the demolition of Baal's tem- 
ple, and the maſſacre of Mathan its impious high- 
pricſt, and of all that had been ſeduced to the wor- 
ſhip of that falſe deity. 2 Kings xi. to the end. 
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JEZEBEL's ambition, impiety and downfal, 


E Zz ERBE L was the daughter of Tſhtobal king of 
Sidon *, but had been married to Ahab the 
wicked king of Samaria, and infected him with all 
the idolatries and abominable cuſtoms of the Ca- 
naanites. So eager was ſhe to obliterate the wor- 
ſhip of the true God, and to introduce that of her 
falſe deities, that ſhe had cauſed altars and temples, 
and groves to be reared, not only in the capital, but 
in the whole kingdom of Samaria, She conſtant- 
ly maintained four hundred prophets or prieſts of 
thoſe groves at her own table, whilſt Ahab her 
apoſtate husband maintained four hundred and fifty 
at his own charges, who were prieſts of Baal +. As 
| for 
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* A kingdom in the Mediterranean Sea, not far from 
Judea, which was founded by Sidon, the eldeſt ſon of 
Canaan, the grandſon of Noah. See Geneſis x. 5, 6. 
The capital city of it was likewiſe called by the ſame 
name, and was ſo famous a ſea-port town, that the in- 
habitants of it, as well as thoſe of Tyre, were eſteemed 
the greateit merchants and experteſt mariners of thoſe 
times; from whence the cities of T'yre and Sidon came 
at length to vie with moſt other cities for wealth and 
opulence. | 2 

+ It ſeems as if the hushand and the wife had divid- 
ed the care and expence of this idolatrous worſhip be- 
tween them, each according to their proper provinces. 
Baal being the ſun, was allotted to the king, as 
Aſtarte, or the moon, more properly belonged to the 
queen; and as this laſt was chiefly worſhipped in 
woods and groves planted for that purpoſe, her ow 
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ſor thoſe of the true God, ſhe had ſuch a mortal 


| averſion to them, that ſhe cauſed all that ſhe 


could lay hands on to be barbarouſly butchered, 
and would have made a thorough riddance of 
them, had not Obadiah, the governor of the 
king's houſe, and a man that truly feared God, 
ſaved a hundred of them, and kept them concealed 
ſrom her, 1 Kings xvi. 3, 4. | 

us her husband ſeemed wholly abandoned to 
her wicked counſels, and to have been only a fit 
to] to execute them, her ambition could not be 
ſatisſtied to have made all theſe changes in religion, 
Ach to have introduced a worſhip which was ſo ſe- 
vercly forbidden by God, unleſs ſhe could at the 
ſame time gain an abſolute ſway in the kingdom, 
and govern it by her arbitrary will. And to what 
ex of pride and tyranny ſhe quickly grew up, 
the ſollowing inſtance will ſufficiently ſnew. 

Naboth, a wealthy Ifſraclite, of the town of 
Tezreel *, had, it ſeems, a vineyard adjoyning to 
the king's palace, which Ahab would have gladly 
purchaſed to make a kitchen- garden. He offered 
lim either the full price of it in money, or, if 
he liked it better, to give him another vineyard of 
equal, or even greater worth in lieu of it. This 
ſcems, at firſt ſight, a reaſonable propoſal, and Na- 
both a churliſh fellow for refuſing it to his prince; 
but it muſt be remembered, that the Iſraelites 
were expreſly forbid by the law of Moſes to mY 
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or, as they affected to call them, her prophets, were cal- 
led the prophets of the grove. We have ſeen, in a for- 
mer note, that the moon w.s worſhipped by the Greeks 
under the name of Diana. See the note on page 44. 
and by other nat ons under other names. 


* jczreel was a famous city in the tribe of Iſſachar, 
and ſituate on a large plain. 
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with their inheritance, ſo that he could not com- 
ply with his demand without an open infringement 
of God's command. However his denial did ſo 
mortify the king, that he went home in a very 
dejected humour, inſomuch that when he came 

to fit down to the table, he was not able to eat. 
Jezebel ſoon perceived this alteration, and be- 
ing informed by him what was the cauſe of his diſ- 
content, gave him a ſevere reprimand for his pu- 
fillanimity, and promiſed to put him ſoon in poſ— 
ſeflion of the wiſhed-for vineyard, Accordingly 
ſhe ſent an order to the Jezreelites, ſealed with 
the king's fignet, commanding them, after a .for- 
mal, hypocritical faſt, to ſet up Naboth on high“, 
and to hire falſe witneſſes to ſwear blaſphemy and 
treaſon againſt him, and then to have him imme- 
diately ſtoned to death. The bloody order was 
punctually executed, the magiſtrates of Jezreel 
not daring to diſobey the imperious queen, and news 
preſently ſent to her that Naboth was put to death 
according to her command. She thereupon inform- 
ed the king of it, who went the next day to take 
poſſeſſion of the confiſcated piece of ground. But 
in the midſt of it came the prophet Eliſha, who, 
after a ſhort, but ſevere reproof, for all his idola- 
tries, murders and impieties, plainly foretold him 
from 
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* This expreſſion of ſetting up on high, means only 
placing the criminal or perſon accuſed on ſome high and 
conſpicuous part of the court, that he might be eaſily 
ſeen both by the judges and the witneſſes. * 

It is in this ſenſe that Joſeph tells Pharaoh's butler 
and baker that the king would lift up their heads, that 
is, have them brought to their trial: for it is plain their 
heads were not lift up alike in any other ſenſe, ſince the 
one was reſtored with honour to his former poſt, and 
the other as ſhamefully hanged. 
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from the Lord, that his end was not afar off, and 
that the dogs ſhould lick his blood on the ſame 
{pot of ground in which they had licked that of 


the innocent Naboth. He alſo foretold him, that 


the fleſn of his impious wife ſhould be devoured by 
dogs before the walls of that very town that had 
unjuſtly put him to death by her order. 

Both theſe prophecies were punctually fulfilled 
ſoon after. Ahab was pierced through with an 
arrow as he fought againſt the Syrians, and the 
chariot in which he bled to death being waſhed at 
a pool near where Nabotis was ſtoned, the dogs 
came and licked his blood there. After this Je- 
hu, one of Ahab's generals, having rebelled againſt * 
him, came poſt haſte to Jezreel, where Jezebel 
was ready to receive him with her uſual pride and 
inſolence. She had taken care before-hand to adorn 
and paint herſelf, to repair thoſe defects which age 
had brought upon her, and was looking out of the 
window of an apartment which was over the city- 
gate. As ſoon as ſhe ſaw him, mounted as he 
was in his chariot, and. followed by a numerous at- 
tendance, ſhe asked him, in an imperious tone, 
what reward he thought muſt be due to him that 
drew his ſword againſt his prince, | 

Ichu, lifting up his head towards the voice, 


| ſaw her, attended by three eunuchs, and without 


vouchſafing her any anſwer, ordered them to 
fling her headlong down, which they accordingly. 
did; ſo that upon her fall ſome of her blood ſpout- 
ed up againſt the city wall, She was ſoon after 
trampled to death by Jehu's retinue, who rid over 
her as they entered the city. Jehu only ſtaid 
there to rake ſome refreſhment, after which he or- 
dered ſome of his men to take up her body and 
bury it; but by that time the dogs had devoured 
the greateſt part of it, ſo that there was * 

it - 
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left but her skull, the palms of her hands, and the A 
ſoles of her feet, which exactly verified Eliſha's w 
prophecy againſt that wicked and ambitious queen, w 
1 Kings xvli. xviii. xix. xxi. 2 Kings xi. hi 

a 


| Ss 1: 
CLEOPATRA gueen of EGYPT, her unbounded | n 
ambition, aud tragical end. 5 


LEOPATRA was no leſs fatal a ſacrifice to 
her exceſſive ambition, She was queen of a 
rich and opulent kingdom. She had, by her ad- 
dreſs, and the ſignal ſervices ſhe had done to the 
Romans, obtained an addition to it of ſeveral con- 
fiderable provinces, and an immenſe deal of wealth. 
As to her perſon, it was adorned with all the 
charms a woman could poſſibly wiſh, She was 
then in the flower of her youth, and admired by 
all who beheld her. Her wit and converſation 
were ſtill more captivating. A certain natural 
grace and ſweetneſs, which diſplayed itſelf in all 
ſhe ſaid or did; the harmonious tone of her voice, 
and the <loquences of her tongue; the different 
languages ſhe readily ſpoke, and the many arts and 
ſciences ſhe was miſtreſs of, made her be juſtly 
looked upon as a prodigy of her ſex, To which 
we may add, that the immenſe. treaſures ſhe had 
heaped up, enabled her to make, whenever ſhe 
pleaſed, the moſt magnificent figure of any cotem- 
porary monarch either by ſea or land, 
Among others of her deſperate admirers, Marc 
| Antony, 
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Antony, the famous Roman general *, was fo be- 
witched with her charms, the quickneſs of her 
wit, and agrecableneſs of her converſation, that 
he ſeemed to have quite forgot his martial trade, 
and to have given himſelf up wholly to a _— 

fu 


* Marc Antony had been one of Julius Cæſar's gene- 
rals, and a ſtaunch adherer to his intereſt, After his aſ- 
ſaſſination in the ſenate, he was one of thoſe who took 
moſt pains to exaſperate the ſenate and Roman people 
againſt Brutus and Caſſius, and the reſt of his aſſociates, 
which obliged them to leave Italy, and to go and raiſe 
new forces in their own and their country's defence, as 
we have ſeen under a former head, page 52. The con- 
fuſion that reigned in Rome after Cæſar's death, was 
in a ſhort time compoſed by his nephew Octavianus, 
whom he had appointed his ſucce ſſor. At firſt he took 
for collegues Antony and Lepidus, and theſe three hav- 
ing joyned their power and intereſt, did govern the Ro- 
man commonwealth in an arbitrary manner, and were 
called the triumvirate, or three head governors. 

Marc Antony in particular had been ſent with an ar- 
my to oppoſe the progreſs of the conſpirators, where he 
fell in love with the Egyptian queen. In the mean time 
diſcords and jealouſies ariſing between the triumvirs, and 
Octavianus being plainly perceived to aim at the empire, 
ard to overreacu his collegues, obliged Antony to op- 
poſe all his deſigns, and thwart all his meaſures. Among 
other things he repudiated his wife Octavia, the filter of 
Octavianus, at the inſtigation of Cleopatra, which com- 
pleated the breach between thoſe two triumvirs. As for 
Lepidus, he, being a perſon of inferior capacity in pub- 
lic affairs, was eaſily guided by Octavianus, and even 
quite ſet aſide by him. Had Marc Antony's paſſion per- 
mitted him to have looked a little more intentively after 
his own and his country's intereſt, it is likely that his 
rival might not have gained ſo many advantages over 
him; but as he had abandoned himtelf wholly to the 
ambitions views of that princeſs, he was incapable of 
ſeeing his own danger till it was paſt recovery. 
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ful daliance with her. Every day ſeemed to him 
deſigned for new pleaſures and paſtimes, ſometimes 
on their ſtately ſhips at ſea, ſometimes in their 
feaſts and bacchanalians on ſhore. But whilſt he 
continued thus forgetful of his honour, his intereſt, 
and indeed of every thing but his pleaſure, the po- 
litic queen omitted no opportunity of improving 
every diverſion to her advantage, and obtaining 
from him every thing that could gratify her ambi- 
tion or avarice, As long as Antony had it in his 
power to ſatisfy thoſe two predominant paſſions, ſo 
Jong he might depend upon her friendſhip and good 
graces, and with this principal view it was that ſhe 
condeſcended to accompany him in ſome of his ex- 
peditions with the utmoſt magnificence. But as ſoon 
as that unfortunate general became obnoxious to 
Cæſar, and was proſcribed by the ſenate, ſhe not 
only treacherouſly forſook him, but was moſt in- 
duſtrious in cauſing him to be abandoned by all his 
friends; and after having prevailed upon him to 
put the whole iſſue of his fortune to the hazard of 
a ſea- fight, contrary to their uniform opinion of 
trying his luck by land, ſhe retired from him with 
her whole ſquadron in the heighth of the engage- 
ment, and failed away towards Greece, leaving 
him to the mercy of the enemy, who quickly 
gave him a total defeat, 
Antony, not yet ſufficiently convinced of her 
gachery and ambitious deſign of ingratiating her- 
lf to Octavianus * who was now become for- 
* tune's 


—_— 
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* Octavianus, one of the greateſt politicians of his 
time, had careſully conveyed his proud rival far enough 
out of the way, whilſt he was ufing his utmoſt efforts 
to undermine him at Rome. To lull him the faſter 

- aflcep, he had given him his ſiſter Octavia in A — 
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tune's chief favourite, was at length forced to open 

his eyes after a ſecond defeat at ſea, where ſhe 

again cauſed her fleet, not to fail away as it had 

done before, but to go directly and joyn the enemy. 

This laſt proof of her perfidy threw him into ſuch 

a rage, that he marched directly to her palace, re- 

ſolved to ſacrifice her to his reſentment ; but the 
politic queen had taken care to convey herſelt and. 
all her richeſt jewels into a ſtately monument, 

which ſhe had cauſed to be reared for that purpoſe, 
and to order her ſervants to give it out that ſhe 
had killed herſelf to avoid falling into the hands of 
the enemy, which the too credulous Antony eaſily 

believed. Here ſhe kept herfelf concealed till ſhe 

could have an opportunity of ſurrendering herſelf 
to Octavianus upon honourable terms, not doubting 
but her charms and her treachery to Antony would 

procure whatever ihe ſhould think fit to demand 

of that conqueror, 

During her concealment in this place, word was 
brought to her that Antony, in a fit of deſpair 
at the news of her death, and of his own over- 
throw, had ſtabbed himſelf, but that the wound 
had not quite diſpatched him, tho' it was impoſſi- 
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and had made him ſuch advantageous terms, that he had 
all the leiſure hejcould wiſh to bring the whole ſenate into 
Vis meaſures, whilſt Antony's ſtrange behaviour in Egypts 
gave him ftil! freſh occaſions to work his overthrow. 
But that which gave him the greateit handle againſt him, 
was a will which was proved before the ſenate, wherein 
he had nominated his beloved Cleopatra heireſs of all his 
wealth contrary to the Roman laws ; upon which, and 
ſeveral other miſdemeanours laid to his charge, Ottavia- 
nus got him proſcribed, and declated an enemy to his 
country ; by which means, he was impowered to raiſe 
What forces he thought fit againſt him. 
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ble for him to outlive it. Her indifference for him 
could eal:ly have induced her to Jet him die in 
peace, and in his own way ; had not her ambition 
prompted her to think that it would be more glo- 
rious for her to ſee that once renowned warrior 
expire at her feet; upon which ſhe cauſed him to 
be fetched to her, and let down into her ſubterra- 
nean apartment, where he ſoon after expired in her 
arms. This laſt action completed her ruin, and 
gave Octavianus ſuch a ſingular contempt of her, 
when he came co be informed of it, and of her re- 
treat into that place; that he would not hearken 
to any terms from her, but ſent her poſitive orders 
to ſurrender herſelf to him, Proculeius was the 
perſon who was charged with this command; he 
ſtood without at the gate of the monument, and 
ſhe enſwered him from within, but refuſed to ſub- 
mit, unleſs Oftav:ianus would promiſe her the poſ- 
ſeſſion of the kingdom of Egypt for her children, 
and abſolute liberty for herſelf. This Proculeius 
was ablolutely forbid to do, and contented himſelf 
with encouraging her to depend upon his maſter's 
generoſity, But finding all his perſuaſions ineffec- 
tual, he ſet Gallus, a man of great learning and 
eloquence, to amuſe her with fine ſpeeches in praiſe 
of Octavianus, whilſt himſelf got up to the top 
of the monument by the help of a rope-ladder, 
attended with two ſervants, and came upon her 
unawarcs, 

The ſurprized queen, at fight of him, drew out 
a dagger, which ſhe always carried about her, and 
and tried to plunge it into her breaſt, but was pre- 
vented by Proculeius's ſnatching it out of her 
hands before it had done any execution. His next 
care was to ſee that ſhe had no other weapon or 
poiſun, by which ſhe might diſpatch herſelf ; after 
which, he ſent his maſter word that Cleopatra ys 
5 | * 
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his priſoner. Octavianus was extremely overjoyed 
at the news, becauſe he deſigned to carry her to 
Rome to adorn his triumph *, and ordered her to 
be uſed with all poſſible reſpect, and to be care- 


fully 


1 
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* Theſe triumphs were in uſe very early among the 
Romans, by whoſe laws every general, after having 
reduced any province to their obedience, was intitled to 
demand one at his return, as they were deſigned for an 
encouragement to them to fight manfully in the conqueſt 
of other nations for the glory of their own. 

They were therefore performed with the utmoſt magni- 
ficence, being a kind of grand proceſſion through {ome of 
the chief itreets of Rome quite to the capitol. Theſe ſtreets 
were adorned on that day with all the fineſt tapeſtry, 
paintings, and coſtly fluff, on each fide, and with ſtately 
arches between at particular diſtances, and called from hence 
triumphal arches, 'I'heſe were richly carved, and had the 
inſcriptions, Mottos, and coats of arms of the kingdoms, 
provinces and cities, that cccafioned the triumph; but 
the greateſt ſtreet ornament was the crouds of Roman la- 
dies that appeared on the balconies in their richeſt orna- 
ments and apparel. 

In theſe triumphs were carried, beſides the arms, en- 
ſigus of every city, province, all the rich plunder 
that was taken from them, drawn in flately chariots. Af- 
ter theſe came the principal priſoners of war marching 
on foot, and laden with chains; and laſt of all came 
the triumphant conqueror in a magnificent chariot, 
drawn by four ſtately horſes. And to complete the gran- 
deur of the ſhew, thoſe unfortunate kings, or queens, or 
princes, or princeſſes, which had the misfortune to be 
taken captive, were tied to the triumphant chariot, and 
marched on each fide as the chief ornament of it. 
The whole proceſſion was preceded, intermingled, and 
cloſed with a proportionate number of troops on foot and 
on horleback, with martial inſtruments of muſic, tro- 
Phies, and other decoratiohs. ; 

After the ceremony was over, the conqueror had it in 


G 3 


126 SELECT HISTORIES 


fully watched from killing herſelf, Cleopatra, who, 
it ſeems, was apprehenſive of his deſign, behaved 
herſelf ſo cunningly before him, and ſhewed ſuch 
ſeeming cheerfulneſs and unconcern, that their fears a- 
bout her leſſened by degrees, At laſt when notice was 
brought to her that ſhe was to embark for Rome 
in three days, ſhe ordered a magnificent entertain- 
ment to be prepared, at the end of which ſhe 
aroſe from table, and having wrote a ſhort letter, 
gave it with unuſual cheerfulneſs to the perſon 
who was intruſted with the guard of her, and de- 
fired him to deliver it himſelf to Octavianus. As 
ſoon as he was gone, ſhe went into her bed-cham- 

ber, attended with two of her maids, and havin 
attired herſelf in her royal robes, laid herſelf down 
upon her bed, where ſhe called for a basket of figs 
that had been brought to her by a faithful ſervant 
in the diſguiſe of a peaſant, In this basket was a 
deadly ſerpent called an aſp *, purpoſely concealed, 
which 


his power to diſpoſe of the fate of thoſe captives he had 
brought with him; ſome of whom he condemned to 
death, others to impriſonment, and to others he gave 
their liberty, according as his humour, intereſt, or ſtate 
policy determined him. Thoſe who deſire to know more 
of theſe Roman triumphs, may ſee them at large in 
Kennet's Antiquities. 

* This venomous inſect is the peculiar product of E- 
gypt and Lybia, the next kingdom to it. The bite of 
it is of ſuch a deadly nature, that it throws the perſon 
into a kind of lethargy, ſo that they ſoon after expire 
wi:chout any pain or uneaſineſs. Plutarch and Gallen in- 
deed will have it, that the oven bad preſerved this poi- 
ſon in ſome viol or other veſſel, and that ſhe only poured 
it into a wound which ſhe had opened in hgr arm with 
her teeth ; but how ſuch a quantity of that creature's 


venom could be either procured, much leſs preſcrved ſo 
long 
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which ſhe took out, and faſtened to her arm, the 
bite of which ſoon put an end to her life, Thus 
died the ambitious Cleopatra in the thirty ninth 
year of her age, and the twenty ſecond of her 
reign, to avoid the ſhame of being led in triumph 
by the conqueror; ſo that Octavianus was forced 
to content himſelf with having her carried in effi- 
gie, with the aſp faſtened to her arm“. Plutarch, 
Dian Caſſius, Suetonius, Velleius Paterculus, &Cc. 


AGR1P- 
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long before hand, can hardly be imagined, and it is 
motagpikely that ſhe made uſe of the aſp itſelf. 

er body was, according to her defire, magnificently 
buried with that of the unfortunate Antony by the or- 
ders of Octavianus. As for her children, they were car- 
ried to Rome to adorn his triumph. The eldeſt of 
them, whom ſhe had by Julius Cæſar, who had former- 
ly been her gallant during his abode in Egypt, was put 
to death as ſoon as the ceremony was over. Thoſe ſhe 
had by Marc Antony met with a milder fate, tho* they 
were deprived of the kingdom of Egypt, which from 
that time became tributary to the Romans, and a pro- 
vince of that empire, | 
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AGRIPPINA's fatal ambition, murders, treach- 
ery, and dreadful cataſtrophe. 


88 Agrippina's ambition have been con- 
tented with being the wife of a weak and in- 
dolent emperor * who ſuffered her to govern the 
Roman commonwealth with an abſolute ſway ; to 
promote her friends and her creatures to the higheſt 
poſts in the empire; to deprive the noble patriots 
of their dignities, eſtates, liberty, and even of 
their lives, either for being obnoxious to, or ſuſ- 
pected by her, or becauſe they had too much virtue 
and merit, or merely to make room for her favou- 
rites, then might ſhe have been the happieſt woman 
in Rome. But happineſs is not the portion of mortals 
on this earth; tho” if it was, yet that it could never 
fall to the lot of the proud and ambitious, is but 
too plain from all the inſtances we have given of 
the fatal effects of that ungovernable paſſion, tho' in 
none of them ſo truly verified as in the wretched 


unhappy 
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* Agrippina was then married to Claudius, the fifth 
emperor from Julius Cæſar, a very ſickly and inactive 
prince, wholly governed by his wife and favourite free- 
men. He had been forced to divorce his firſt wiſe Meſ- 
ſalina for her open and ſhameful lewdneſs, mur.ers, ex- 
tortions and tyranny. He did not however much better 
himſelf by this ſecond macriage, ſince Agrippina had all 
the ill qualities of the former, and was moreover a wo- 
man ot ſuch high ſpirit and unmeaſurable ambition, 
that ſhe ſoon got the aſcendant over him, Whilſt her weak 
and puſillanimous husband ſuffered her to do what ſhe 
pleaſed without controul, 
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unhappy life, and dreadful end of this unfortunate 
princeſs, 

Agrippina had bcen formerly married to Domi- 
tius Ah:nobarb1s, by whom ſhe had a ſon, ſince 
known by the name of Nero, the wickedeft prince 
that ever Rome had, as we ſhall fee in due time. 
Upon the death of her husband ſhe gave herſelf up 
to all manner ot wickedneſs, for which ſhe was 
baniſhed by Caligula, but recalled by his ſucceilor 
Claudius, who married her to Criſpus, a man of 
immenſe wealth, whom ſhe ſoon after murdered, 
that ſhe might enjoy it all. At length Claudius, 
wanting a wife to ſupply the place of the divorced 
Meſlalina, ſhe was propoſed to him, and even be- 
fore the knot was tied began to uſe the authority 
of an empreſs. Her behaviour, tho' haugluy and 
deſigning, did not deter him from marrying her, 


tho' her being his niece obliged him to put off the 


celebrating his nuptials till the marriage had been 
approved and confirmed by the ſenate “. 

As ſocn as that ambitions princeſs ſaw herſelf fo 
well ſecured upon the imperial throne, ſhe began to 
contrive the means of putting a project in exccu- 
tion, which it is likely ſhe had been hatching long 

G 5 before, 


* She was the daughter of Germanicus the emperor's 
brother, and till then there had never been any initance 
among the Romans of an uncle martying his niece. But 
as ſhe had ſo far ingratiated herſelf to him, that he was 
reſolved to wed her right or wrong, they had recourſe 
to the ſervile ſenate, which was the conſtant ſalve for 
every fore. And they, to ſhew a more than crdinary 
complai'ance for them both, not only pronounced the 
marriage lawful ; but ſome of the ſenators declared, that 
it the emperor delayed it any longer, he ought to be 
compelicd to it, . 
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before, and which was to ſet her ſon Nero, whom 
ſhe had by her firſt husband, upon the throne *; to 
bring which about, ſhe ſpared neither pains nor 
cH{t, flatteries nor cruelties, murders or treachery. 
She firſt got him contracted to the princeſs Octa- 
via, her husband's daughter, and three years after 
that, as ſoon as ſhe was ſixteen years old, to be 
married to her, and to be adopted by the emperor, 
tho' he had then a fon, who was already a very 
promiſing prince. | 
Claudius however began to open his eyes to her 
ambitious views, and to repent of the complaiſance 
which he had ſhewed for his ſon- in- law; ſo that 
he took one day an occaſion of exprefling it, by 
taking his own ſon Britannicus in his arms, and 
telling him in Greek that he would ſoon give him 
the manly robe, that Rome might at leaſt have a 
true Ceſar, This ſpecch was ſoon carried to Agripe 
pina by ſome of her ſpies, for ſhe had them every 
where; ſo that to be before-hand with him, ſhe 
reſolved to take the firſt opportunity to diſpatch 
them both out of the world. The emperor being 
oon after taken ill, was adviſed to the country air, 
and to the mineral waters of Sinueſſa; all which 
circumſtances appeared fo favourable to her helliſh 
deſign, that ſhe ſoon improved them to-her advan- 
| tage. A famous pulioner, at that time well known 
| to ner, was immediately ſent for, who prepared 
; her 


* 
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N * This deſign ſhe had ſo much at heart, that ſhe is 
| reported to have gone and conſulted ſome conjurers about 
1 it, who told her that her ſon would indeed become empe- 
l ror of Rome, but that ſhe would pay dear for it, ſince 
l he wonld afterwards- prove the murderer of her. To 

which ſhe replied, Let him murder me, or do what he 
will o me, ſo he be but emperor. 
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her a poiſon which was to impair all his ſenſes, 
and yet not diſpatch him but by degrees. It was 
given him in a favourite diſh of muſhrooms ; but 
inftead of operating according to her deſign, did 
only throw him into a vomiting and looſeneſs. 
which made her apprehenſive that the virulence of 
it would diſcharge itſelf by that means, and fru- 
ſtrate all her deſigns. In this deſperate incertitude 
ſhe had recourſe to his phyſician, a fit agent for 
ſuch a moniter, who under pretence of forwarding 
his vomiting, thruſt a poiſoned feather down his 
throat, which ſoon ended his life. 

As ſoon as the emperor was thus diſpatched, her 
next care was to put on {uch a ſhew of the deepeſt 
mourning, as might free her from the ſuſpicion 
of having had any hand in his death, that ſhe 
miglit the more eaſily prevail upon the ſenate and 
army to declare her ſon emperor in prejudice of 
the young Britannicus, who was the next heir. 
She carcied the difimulation fo well, that under 
pretence of the greateit rezard and concern for this 
young prince, ſhe carried him in her arms to a di- 
{tant apartment of the palace, where ſhe ſet guards 
over him and his two ſiſters, whilſt ſhe ſent Nero to 
ſhew himſelf at the head of the army, by whom 
he was, by Burrhus's means *, received with uni- 


G 6 veiſal 


* Zurrbus had been advanced by Agrippina to be ge- 


neral of Claudius's guards, and ſoon after to he gover- 
nor to her ſon Nero, to inftrut him in military affairs, 
as Seneca was his tutor in civil ones, of whom we have 
had occaſion to ſpeak in a former article, page 58. As 
therefore Burrhus knew that he owed his advancement 
to a woirgan that governed the empire, and could either 
promote him higher, or deprive him of all his prefer- 
ments, and even of life jifelr, he thought it dangerous 
% 10 
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verſal acclamations, and declared emperor. The 
ſervile ſenate ſoon followed the example of the ar- 
my; and tho' there were ſome in both that heſitated 
a while on account of Britannicus, who, if he had 
been allowed to ſhew himſelf, might perhaps have 
gained the ſtart of his rival; yet, as he did not ap- 
pear, they were at length prevailed on to follow the 
common cry in favour of Nero, 

This was indeed a main point gained; but as 
Agrippina could not be aſſured of it long g, whilſt 
Britannicus was alive, and had ſo many brave and 
faithful friends, ſhe quickly reſolved to ſend him 
and them after his father. She began with one of 
the principal of them, named Narciſſus, at that 
time in great credit at court, and cauſed him to be 
impriſoned ſor having dared to ſpeak in defence of 
that young prince, where he laid violent hands on 
himſelf, to avoid a morc cruel and ignominious 
death which the exaſperated princeſs had deſigned 
him. This however ſo far anſwered her end, that 
it intimidatod the reſt from daring to appar on 
Britannicus's ſide, At length the young prince's 
death was reſolved upon by the mother and fon, and 
determine o be put in execution with the utmoſt 

privacy 


— — — — — 
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to refuſe her any ching, tho' he was otherwiſe a man of 
great probity and valcur, and had perhaps in his heat a 
much greater regard for young Britannicus. 

He paid however dear for his complaiſance to her, be- 
ing poiſoned, as was ſuppoſed by every body, by the or- 
ders of Nero, Who, as Tacitus, and other hiſtorians tell 
us, ſent him a venomous doſe inſtead of a remedy againit 
his diſtemper. And what confirmed the ſuſpicion was, 
that when the tyrant{came to make him a formal viũt 
when he was dying, he turned his head from him, and 
to all his repeated inquiries about his preſent condition, 
ree only, Iam well. 
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privacy and ſpeed, The occaſion of this ſpeedy 
reſolution is too remarkable to be paſſed by in ſi- 
lence, and therefore we ſhall give it you in the 
margin *. | 

As Agrippina had taken care that all that were 
about that unhappy prince ſhould be of her own 
ſtamp, it was not difficult for them to compaſs 
their deſign, A doſe of deadly poiſon was accord- 
ingly prepared by the ſame woman who had diſ- 
patched the late emperor, and was made ſo ſtrong, 
that it was to operate as quick as a dagger, It 
was given him in a gl:ſs of water, as he was fit- 
ting at dinner with Nero and other young princes, 
and proved fo effectual, that he had ſcarcely 
ſwallowed it before he fell down dead, to the great 
ſurprize of all the other gueſts. Nero at firſt en- 
deavoured to amuſe them, by telling them that it 
was only an uſual fit of the falling ſickneſs, to 

| which 
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* Young Nero, Britennicus, and a number of other 
youths of the firſt quaiity, being ond day at their diver- 
ſion in the palace, the lot fell upon Nero to be c iofen 
king, who thercupon gave them all their reſpective com- 
mands; bat to Britannicus he gave uch a one as he 
thoug! t wou'd expouſ: him to the laughter of the court, 
which was, to ſtand up in the midit of the atiembly, and 
ſing a jong. Britannicus, tho? unuled to company, and 
eſpecially to ſuch an ocfice, acquitted himſelf of it in 
ſuch a ſweet and gentcel manner, as raiſed the admira- 
tion of all that heard him. He ſung hkewile a few 
verſes, intim ting that he was unjuſtly deprived of his 
birthright, and of the imperial dignity which he was 
born to, with ſuch modeity and concern as drew plenty 
of tears from the audience ; at which Nero was ſo ftung 
to the heart, that he immediately withdrew, and was 
followed by all the reſt 3 and from that time Agrippina 


and he reſolved to rid themſelves of ſo dangerous a com- 


petitor as ſoon as poſſible. 
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which he had been ſubject from his childhood, and 
from which he would ſoon recover; but they all 
faw too plainly that he was poiſoned, tho' none 
had the courage to tell him fo, 

Hitherto Agrippina ſeems to have no other am- 
bition but to raiſe her beloved ſon to the throne, 
and to have ſacrificed her husband, her glory, au- 
thority, friends, and every thing to that monſter 
of nature, But they are very great itrangers to 
that haughty princeſs's character, who think that 
ſhe carried her ambitious views no farther ; and 
ſhe was not long before ſhe let the world know, 
that her chief aim in raiſing him to that heighth of 
power and grandeur, was to have the whole and 
ſole government of him, and thereby to make her- 
ſelf greater and more arbitrary than ever, And 
it was this fatal pitch of ambition that ſovrred all 
her happineſs, made her unfortunate and wretched 
in the midſt of all her power and glory, and hur- 
ried her at length to her own deſtruction, For Ne- 
ro, who had artfully concealed his ſavage nature 
till he was firmly ſettled upon the throne, and had 
till then ſeemed to acquicice in all he ſaid or 
did, quickly grew weary of her tyranny and go— 
vernment, and eager to ſhake off a yoke which 
was likely to prove ſo irkſome and iuglorious to 
him, He was moreover perfuaded and encouraged 
to it not only by his flattering courtiers, but by 
his two brave and faithful governors, and by a 
number of other grave and conſummate ſtateſmen, 
to whom her pride and inſolence was become into- 
lerable; ſo that he began by degrees to alter his 
conduct towaids her, and to ſhew as great a reluc- 
tance, 2s he had formerly a more than common 
readineſs to obey her commands, or give way to 

her ambitious views, | 


As 
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As ſoon as that politic princeſs perceived this 
change, which boded nothing leſs than his yield- 
ing the reins of government to her, ſhe leſt no 
{tone unturned to prevent the ſad effects of it. She 
at frſt grew outragious to a high degree, upbraid- 
ed him with ingratitude to her to whom he owed 
the empire and all he had ; then, finding that he 
was not to be either moved with her reproaches, 
or ſcared at her threatenings, ſhe then began to 
fawn upon him, and to behave with the loweſt and 
baſeſt complaiſance towards him. On the other 
hand, Nero tried to pacify her with rich preſents, 
and by heaping more and more wealth upon her ; 
but at the ſame time gave her to underſtand, that 
thy he would ſpare her nothing that could ſatisfy 
her avarice, he never deſigned to indulge her ambi- 
tion ſo far as to be governed by her. As every 
action of his convinced her that he deſigned to be 
as good as his word, fo that ſhe muſt ſet aſide all 
hopes of even ſharing in the government with him, 
ſhe began to diveſt herſelf of all natural affection 
for him, and to look upon him not only as a ſtran- 
ger and a rival, but as an utter and a dangerous 
enemy, whom ſhe muſt now be as induſtrious to 
pull down, as ſhe had been to raiſe him, 

It were endleſs to tell the pains ſhe took, or the 
money ſhe ſpent in her continual cabals againſt 
him ; but as Nero had his fpies over her, as well 
as ſhe over him, he was quickly informed of her 
miſchievous deligns; the conſequence of which 
was, that he ordered her guards, which, as wi- 
dow to the late cinperor, ſhe had been honoured 
with, to be taken from her, turned her out of the 
palace, and confined her to a houſe which had be- 
longed to her grandmother. Here ſhe had time 
to think on her paſt miſconduct, being quite forſa- 
ken by all her friends, and in conſtant. fear yy 

thoſe 
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thoſe that were about her ; and not without great 
reaſon, ſince ſhe was ſoon after accuſed of having 
hatched a horrid conſpiracy againſt her fon. , It 
is true, her accuſers were perſons of a ſcandalous 
character, but ſhe was become ſo obnoxious to him, 
and to all the court, that ſhe would have been put 
to death immediately, and without any further tri- 
al, had not Burrhus interpoſed, and promiſed to 
try her himſelf, and to ſee her exccuted if ſhe was 
found guilty, 

Agrippina however had the good edu to be 
acquitted, but whether through the deference Bur- 
rhus bore to her, or to her own innocence, or to 
the bad character of the accuſers, is not caſy to 
determine. Happy would it have been for her, if 
ſo many repulles, diſappointments and dangers, 
had at length given a check to her ambition; but 
as no motive Was powerful enough to ſuppreſs it, 
ſhe took the opportunity of that recouciliation 
which her acquitment had procured her, to at- 
tempt the ſ-curing of his affections to her by the 
moſt ſhameful and unnatural proſtitution of berſelf 
to his luſt, when he had drunk himſelf out of all 
ſenſe of decency and honour, Her deſign was 
however happily prevented by Seneca, who was 
preſent at that ſcandalous ſcene, and took occa- 
ſion from thence to remind him, that the army 
and ſenate would foon be aſhamed to obey an em- 
peror that was thus abandoned to the vileſt of 
crimes; and that it was therefore exped! ent, for 
his own credit and ſafety, to remove her again from 
him. 

Nero, whether out of horror to his mother's baſe 
and unnatural attempt, or inſtigated to it by Po- 
pea, a ſtrumpet who then engroſſed his heart, de- 
termined, 2s ſoon as he could conveniently, to rid 


himſelf of her by poiſon, or any other W 
ut 
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But -as theſe appeared difficult to be executed with 
ſuch ſecrecy as ſhould free him from ſuſpicion, 
Anicetus, his admiral, propoſed a more effectual 
way, which was to invite her to ſea, and put her 
on board a veſſel, which ſhould be ſo contrived 
as to burſt open and fink her without recovery, by 
an artifice which he himſelf engaged to contrive. 
The plot thus laid, ſhe received one of the kindeſt 
invitations from her ſon to come and ſpend the ap- 
proaching feſtival of Minerva “* with him at Baiæ; 
to come to which place, ſhe muſt croſs a little arm 
of the ſea. She eaſily agreed to the journey, but 
having ſtill ſome miſtruſt of him, ſhe would have 
excuſed herſelf from going by ſea ; but he ſo blind- 
ed her with his more than ordinary careſſes, that 
ſhe was at leng'!: perſuaded to embark on the fatal 
veſſel in a calm and ſerene evening, attended only 
by one Gallus, who ſtood at the helm, and a lady 
named Polla, who was to lie at her feet, and en- 
tertain her with a diſcourſe on her ſon's filial affec- 
tion to her. 

In the heighth of their diſcourſe the veſſel ſud- 
denly ſplit; yet not ſo effectually, but the bed on 
which they were laid ſupported them from ſinking, 
till Polla, deſirous of ſaving herſelf, cried out for 

help, 


Fr — 
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* Minerva was worſhipped by the Romans as the god- 
deſs of wiſdom. She was dreſſed in a kind of half 
martial female dreſs, not unlike our Britannia, with a 
lance in one hand, and the other leaning on her ſhield. 
On her helmet was painted an owl, which bird was ſa- 
_ to that — 3 and eſteemed an emblem of wiſ- 

om. 

This feſtival of hers began on the nineteenth day of 
March, and uſually laſted five days, and was celebrated 
with the utmoſt ſolemnity and magnificence, with plays, 
fights, and other theatrical entertainments. 
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thoſe that were about her; and not without great 
reaſon, ſince ſhe was ſoon after accuſed of having 
hatched a horrid conſpiracy againſt her ſon. It 
is true, her accuſers were perſons of a ſcandalous 
character, but ſhe was become ſo obnoxious to him, 
and to all the court, that ſhe would have been put 
to death immediately, and without any further tri- 
al, had not Burrhus interpoſed, and promiſed to 
try her himſelf, and to ſec her executed if the was 
found guilty. 

Agrippina however had the good fortune to be 
acquitted, but whether through the deference Bur- 
rhus bore to her, or to her own innocence, or to 
the bad character of the accuſers, is not cafy to 
determine, Happy would it have been for her, if 
ſo many repulles, diſappointments and dangers, 
had at length given a check to her ambition; but 
as no motive was powerful enough to ſuppreſs it, 
ſhe took the opportunity of that reconciliation 
which her acquitment had procured. her, to at- 
tempt the ſ-curing of tis affections to her by the 
moſt ſhameful and unnatural proſtitution of berſelf 
to his luſt, when he had drunk himſelf out of all 
ſenſe of decency and honour, Her deſign was 
however happily prevented by Seneca, who was 
prefent at that ſcandalous ſcene, and took occa- 
lion from thence to remind him, that the e army 
and ſenate would foon be aſhamed to obey an em- 
peror that was thus abandoned to the vileſt of 
crimes; and that it was therefore exped!: ent, for 
his own credit and ſafety, to remove her again from 
him. 

Nero, whether out of horror to his mother's baſe 
and unnatural attempt, or inſtigated to it by Po- 
pea, a ſtrumpet who then engroſſed his heart, de- 
termined, as ſoon as he could conveniently, to rid 


himſelf of her by poiſon, or any other W 
ut 
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But as theſe appeared difficult to be executed with 
ſuch ſecrecy as ſhould free him from ſuſpicion, 
Anicetus, his admiral, propoſed a more effectual 
way, which was to invite her to ſea, and put her 
on board a veſſel, which ſhould be fo contrived 
as to burſt open and fink her without recovery, by 
an artifice which he himſelf engaged to contrive. 
The plot thus laid, ſhe received one of the kindeſt 
invitations from her ſon to come and ſpend the ap- 
proaching feſtival of Minerva * with him at Baiz 
to come to which place, ſhe muſt croſs a little arm 
of the ſea, She eaſily agreed to the journey, but 
having ſtill ſome miſtruſt of him, ſhe would have 
excuſed herſelf from going by ſea ; but he ſo blind- 
ed her with his more than ordinary careſſes, that 
ſhe was at leng'} perſuaded to embark on the fatal 
veſſel in a calm and ſerene evening, attended only 
by one Gallus, who ſtood at the helm, and a lady 
named Polla, who was to lie at her feet, and en- 
tertain her with a diſcourſe on her ſon's filial affec- 
tion to her, | | 

In the heighth of their diſcourſe the veſſel ſud- 
denly ſplit ; yet not ſo effectually, but the bed on 
which they were laid ſupported them from ſinking, 
till Polla, defirous of ſaving herſelf, cried out for 
| help, 


Mr 
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* Minerva was worſhipped by the Romans as the god- 
deſs of wiſdom. She was dreſſed in a kind of half 
martial female dreſs, not unlike our Britannia, with a 
lance in one-hand, and the other leaning on her ſhield. 
On her helmet was painted an owl, which bird was ſa- 
__ to that — 3 and eſteemed an emblem of wiſ- 

om. 

This feſtival of hers began on the nineteenth day of 
March, and uſually laſted five days, and was celebrated 
with the utmoſt ſolemnity and magnificence, with plays, 
fights, and other theatrical entertainments. 
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help, pretending herſelf to be Agrippina, and was 
preſently diſpatched, and ſunk by the poles and 
oars of the mariners, whilſt Agrippina, who ne- 
ver opened her mouth all the while, ſound means, 
what with ſwiming, and what by the help of 
ſome fiſhermen, to get ſafe on the next ſhore, 
without any other damage than her fright, and a 
wound which ſhe received on her ſhoulder, From 
thence ſhe cauſed herſelf ro be conveyed to her own 
country-ſeat, where, upon recollecting all the cir- 
cumſtances of that night's adventure, ſhe found 
reaſon enough to ſee that her deſtruction was deter- 
mined, However, as it was ſafer for her to con- 
ceal her fears, ſhe ſent to acquaint her ſon with the 
danger ſhe had ſo happily eſcaped, and, without 
betraying the leaſt ſuſpicion againſt him, told him, 
that ſhe wanted nothing but a little reſt to recover 
her from her diſorder. 

Her diſſimulation however ſerved only to render 
her the more ſuſpected, not only by him, but by 
even Burrhus and Seneca, who were too well ac- 
quainted with her turbulent ſpirit, not to revenge 
fuch an unheard-of attempt againſt her life, even 
at the expence of that of her fon; upon which 
they both judged it expedient that ſhe ſhould be 
diſpatched out of the way at any rate. Anicetus, 
who had miſled of his deſign at ſea, was the per- 
ſon pitched upon to execute it at land ; and he as 
readily undertook it. To that end he took an arm- 

ed detachment of his marines, and with them went 
and beiieged her palace; and having burſt the 
doors open, entered her bed-chamber, where they 
found her lying on her bed. They quickly fell to 
their work, and covered her with wounds, whilſt 
ſhe, as nothing diſmayed, preſented her womb to 
- them, bidding them to ſtrike at that part which 
ad conceived and brought forth ſuch a worn as 
i theig 
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their maſter, and expired quickly after. Thus fell 
the haughty and ambitious Agrippina, the grand- 
daughter to Auguſtus Cæſar, the wife of one em- 
peror, ſiſter to a ſecond, and mother to a thitd; 
and, by her dreadful fall, juſtified the prediction 
of thoſe Chaldeans, who told her that ſhe ſhould 
be killed by that ſon whom ſhe was thus raiſing to 
the throne, She had indeed long fince deſerved 


this doom by a long train of crying iniquities, 


tho* in nothing ſo juſtly puniſhed, as in her falling 
by the orders of that monſter whom her ambition 
had raiſed to the empire by the moiſt wicked and 
profligate means“. Tacitus, Suetomus, Dien Caſs 
Aus, &c, 


AFTER 
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* Some authors aggravate this parricide with a circum- 
ſtance, which, tho' of a piece with the reſt of Nero's 
bloody character, is yet omitted by others, viz. that he 
glutted his eyes with a ſight of his mother's mangled 
body, viewed and admired every limb, and even cauſed 
her womb to be ript open to ſee the place which had gi- 
ven birth to ſuch an inhuman monſter, 
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F TER having given thſe few inſtan- 

oe ces of the dreadful effects of female 

S)) ambition, we ought, in juſtice to 

V5 that ſex, turn our thoughts to ſome 

of thoſe eminent virtues for which 

they have been juſtly famed and admir- 

We have already taken occaſion to produce ſeveral 

remarkable examples of their chaſtity, filial and 

conj gal piety, which virtues may perhaps have. 
been unjuſtly ſuppoſed to be rather nataral than ac- 

quired, and to have been rather owing to the ten- 

derneſs of their nature, or exceſs of their fondneſs, 

than either to their education, the ſtrength of their 

reaſon, or any progreſs in philoſophy they were 

ever able to make. And if ſome of thoſe bright exam- 
ples ſeem to be of too excellent a kind to be aſcribed 

to their ſofter mold, ſuch women have been rather 

looked upon as prodigies of nature, which are at 

beſt but rarely to be met with, than as inſtances 
of thoſe vaſt improvements which their natural fa- 

culties are capable of, if timely, and as duly culti- 

vated as ours. 

For this reaſon we ſhall now endeayour to diſpel 
that unjuſt prejudice, by inſtancing in one of thcſe 
virtues in which that ſex hath ſignalized itſelf won-. 
derfully, tho', to all outward appearance, natu- 
rally the moſt unqualified for it; I mean valour 
and braverv, and that not in a few heroines here 
and there picked out of antient hiſtory, but in 
whole nations, among whom that ſex has been 
trained up to as noble a love of their country, and 
diſplayed as much courage and intrepidity +” de- 
ENCE 


A 
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fence of it as ours ever did, Of which take the 
following examples, as a ſcantling of what a bet- 
ter education than we generally give them might 
render them capable of “. | 


The 


— 


0 


* It is a juſt complaint, that the education of the fe- 
male ſex is ſo ſadly neglected, or we may rather ſay, ſo 
ſhamefully wharped to the wrong way, notwithſtanding 
their being capable of doing fo much good or ſo much 
evil in the world, either as mothers, wives, or miſtreſſes 
of families, or even as ſervants, according as they have 
been brought up by a careful or a negligent hand to 
thoſe important duties of life. 

As motkers or nurſes they have the care of our edu- 
cation, and on their wiſe or ill management doth very 
much depend the health and ſtrength, or weakneſs of 
our bodies, as well as the ſoundneſs or depravity of our 
minds. They lay the foundation to both, and as the lan- 
gu: ge we firſt learn from them is rightly called our mo- 
ther-tongue, ſo the tempers of our bodies and minds 
may be juſtly enough termed our mother-tempers, and 
with this vaſt difference, that we can much more eaſily 
rectify any wrong byaſs which they have given us in 
ſpeaking, than thoſe which our bodies or minds have re- 
ceived from their ignorance or miſconduct. What a 
monſtrous abſurdity, what an irreparable damage muſt 
it be to breed them up either to a careleſs neglect and in- 
difference, or to an almoſt total ignorance of that which 
is of the greateſt conſe.;uence to humankind. 

To ſay that the ſoftneſs of their nature makes them 
incapable of a higher education, or of the more ſolid and 
important offices of life, is doing them an unpardonable 
unjuſtice, ſince a little impartial obſervation would, on 


the contrary, convince us, that the generality of them 


have a finer ſenſe, readier apprehenſion, and a clearer 
and gentler diſpoſition than we; inſomuch that many of 
them have bcen able, by the meer ſtrength of their ge- 


us, 
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The bravery of the SY AR TAN Women, 
WE have already taken occaſion to ſpeak of 
the Scythian womens valour and martial 
exploits; but as the Scythians were a boiſterous na- 


tion, expoſed to the inclemency of a northern air, 
which rendered both ſexes fierce and untractable, we 


ſhall now remove the ſcene to the calmer and more 


polite 


*** — — 


— — 


nius, and in ſpight of their wrong education, to attain to 
a conſiderable knowledge not only of their family affairs, 
and of trade and commerce, but even of ſome of the moſt 
police and abſtruſe arts and ſciences. 

If their tender nature ſeems to have incapacitated them 
for any thing, it is for valour and martial deeds, and it 
is for this reaſon that we have choſen under this head to 
view them in that light, and to ſhew from undoubted 
authority, either that this pretended natural defect pro- 
ceeds from their bad edvcation, or if it be indeed natu- 
ral to the ſex, that it may be eaſily rectiſied by a good 
one; ſo that we muſt be forced to own, that if a due 
and prudent care in bringing them up from the begin- 
ning could inſpire them with thoſe heroic virtues, which 
are ſuppoſed peculiar to our ſex, there can hardly be 
found any excellence or perfection in life in which the 
* may not, if rightly cultivated, equal, if not ex- 
cel us. 

On the other hand, whilſt we only breed them up in 
the meaneſt and moſt contemptible part of pride, in a 
fondneſs for their own perſons, a deſire of beauty, an 
elegance of dreſs, in a delight after the moſt hilly diver- 
ſions or occupations of life, and as if the chief end and 
happineſs of their life conſiſted in being ſeen and admir- 
ed by our ſex, what can be expected of them, but that 
they ſhould give the ſame unhappy turn of mind to their 
children, and fill the world with a generation of fops and 
coque!s, till both ſexes are quite ſunk into the lowelt and 


molt ſhametul dregs of effeminacy. K 
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: polite parts of Greece, and there behold the great 
Spartan dames ſo early and nobly trained up to this 
manly virtue, that they ſeemed to have only want- 
ed the ſtrength and robuſtneſs of our bodies to have 
qualified them for the nobleſt exploits in the field. 
However, tho' the care of their domeſtic affairs 
obliged them to leave the more laborious trade of 
war to their husbands and to their ſons, yet the 
pains they took to inſpire them with valour and 
bravery, with a love of liberty, and with a con- 
tempt of death, did plainly ſhew them to be in no 
other caſe inferior to them than in the ſofter frame of 
their bodies. 

Nay, in ſome reſpects, they even ſeemed to ex- 
cel their men, if poſſible, in courage and bravery, 
never ſhedding a tear, nor repining at the deaths of 
their parents, husbands, or children, if they died 
but honourably in the field ; but ſhewing the ut- 
moſt remorſe and indignation, if any of them ei- 
ther eſcaped by flight, or betrayed any tokens of 
cowardice in engaging their enemies, It was their 


conſtant cuſtom, it ſeems, when they took leave 


of their departing ſons, to remind them either to 
return armed as they were, or be brought ſo upon 
mens backs; that is, either dead, or deſperately 
wounded “. So ſhameful did they think it for 

their 


* 


— 


— 


* It was a law amongſt the Spartans, that ſuch as were 
ſlain in the field were nevertheleſs to be brought back 
into their own country, and honourably buried. On ſuch 
occaſions it was uſual to make a public panegyric upon 
them, in order to inſpire the living with courage and a 
contempt of death, whenever the public ſafety obliged 
them to expoſe their lives in its defence. This was indeed 
their belt and only way, fince thoſe that Red were either 
in danger of being flaia even by their own 3 for 

ring- 


» Pn EET ED 


ſet him upon the throne. Pyrrhus, Whole aim was to 
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their neareſt_relations to return from the war in 
any other-way, that hiſtory tells us of a Spartan 
lady, who being informed that her ſon was com- 


ing home diſhonourably from a battle, ſent a meſ- 


ſage to ſtop him with this ſhort epiſtle ; Sen, fame 


| ſpeaks ill of you ; wipe off that ſcandal, or be ns 


more. | 

But their bravery did not confine itſelf to 
the giving of precepts, and reading of lectures 
of courage and intrepidity of valour and brave- 
ry, of honour and patriotiſm 3 but whenever 
occaſion required it, they could ſhew them a no- 
ble example of thoſe heroic virtues, by arming 
themſclves in defence of their country, laws and 
liberty, and encouraging the men to their duty, 
by expoſing themſelves to the ſame dangers as they 
did, Sparta has more than once owed its ſafety 
to this female valour, of which it were needleſs 
to multiply inſtances; the following one ſhall ſuf- 
fice to ſhew how bravely they could act as well as 
ſpeak whenever their country ſtood in need of their 
afliſtance, 

Pyrrhus, an ambitious monarch, of whom we 
have ſpoken under a former head, was come un- 
expectedly upon the city of Sparta with a powerful 
army“, at a time when they were leaſt able to 

; make 


— —— 


bringing a diigrace upon their families, or at beſt were 
looked upon as infamous cowards, and as ſuch deſpiſed 
and deteſted by all that knew them, 

* Pyrrhus's pretence for this invaſion was, that the 
Spartans had rightly choſen Areus for one of their kings, 
(ſee the note at page five) inſtead of his uncle Cleony- 
mus, Who thereupon retired to him, and perſuaded him 
to come againſt them with an army, and ſore: them to 


take 
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in make a defence againſt him; and had he begun 
n his attack on the very evening in which he fat 
down before it, it is likely he might have made 
- WE himſelf maſter of it by the next day. The Spar- 
e WW tans, tho' in the utmoſt ſurprize and conſterna- 
tion, reſolved to take the advantage of the ſhort 
interval to make what preparations they could for 

a vigorous reſiſtance, The ſenate being aſſembled 
to conſult upon it, their firſt reſolution was to ſend 
their wives and daughters immediately to Crete, a 


neighbouring iſland, ſpoken of before, page ſixth. 
After which, they went on deliberating upon ſuch 
other means of defence as their ſhort time and im- 

minent danger would permit. Whilſt this was de- 
bating in the ſenate, the women, who had been 
apprized of their firſt reſolution, likewiſe aſſem- 
bled themſelves, with a deſign to thwart, if poſſi- 
ble, a decree, which, tho' intended for their ſafe- 
ty, yet reflected, they thought, ſo much ſhame 
and diſgrace upon their ſex. They ſoon came to 
a reſolution, immediately after which they deputed 
a noble lady, named Archidamia, to go and com- 
municate it to the ſenate, 


H This 
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take this opportunity to enſlave the republic, eaſily con- | 
ſented, and ſent a haughty meſlage to the ſenate, that | 
they ſhould either receive Cleony mus for their king, or | 
he would ſoon make them ſenſible that they were no bet- 
ter than other men. | 2, 
To this they bravely anſwered, that if Pyrrhus was a | 
god they ſtood in no fear of him, ſeeing they had done 
no injury to any one ; but if he was a man, they feared 
him till leſs, ſince they thought themſelves as good as 
he; which fo provoked that proud monarch, that he 
fell upon them with double fury, and would, in all like- 
linood, have made himſelf maſter of their city, had not 
the women prevented it by their extraordinary bravery. 
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This lady went accordingly, and entering the 
ſenate with a ſword in her hand, addreſſed them 
with the following ſhort but heroic ſpeech. ** Do 
„ not, my lords, think ſo meanly of the Spartan 
women, as to imagine that they will ever out. 
4 live the ruin of their country. Inſtead of deli- 
„ berating where to ſecure us, rather conſult how 
« toemploy us in its defence, and reſt aſſured that 
«« we will either conquer or die with you.” They 
were as good as their word, and a trench being re- 
ſolved to be ſunk between the city and the ene. 
my's camp, theſe heroines appeared moſt of them 
in their ſhiſts, and beſtirred themſelves with ſuch 
indefatigable induſtry in conjunction with their old 
men *, that they completed it by the next morning, 
and fortified it with a ſtrong barricade, which they 
patched up together of carts, wagons, and other 
lumber, faſtened together as well as they could 
with chains and ropes, 

On the morrow, whilſt the enemy was march- 
ing towards them, they were at firſt all buſy in 
arming their men, and repreſenting to them how 
noble an opportunity now offered itſelf to them 
of either conquering or dying in defence of their 
country in the fight of their mothers, wives and 
daughters T, who would be, one and all, aſſiſting 

them 


_ y_ " — 
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This was a ſignal proof of their wiſdom as well as 
bravery ; for they, by this means, preſerved their young 
ones from the fatigue of that night's work, that they 
might be the better able to ſally next morning on the 
enemy. | 

+ Theſe kind of diſcourſes made ſuch ſtrong impreſſion 
even upon their youth, that they behaved not only with 
inexprefiible bravery, but what is ſtill more remarkable, 


with ſuch calmneſs and preſence of mind, as can be 
| | more 
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them in ſo glorious an enterprize. Accordingly, 
when the attack began, one part poſted themſelves 
upon the trenches, where they kept ſupplying the 
combatants with arms, ammunition and refreſh- 
ment. Another part came and took up the dead 
and wounded, and carried them off, A third part 
were taken up with dreſfing the wounded, and tak- 
ing care of thoſe that were diſabled ; whilſt the 
moſt robuſt and ſtout mingled themſelves with the 
men, and fought with equal eagerneſs and valour 
with them. The attack began and ended with 
the day, and was carried on and defended on both 
ſides with the utmoſt obſtinacy and bravery, and 
without any advantage on Pyrrhus's ſide, notwith- 
ſtanding his being ſo vaſtly ſuperior to the beſieged, 
This fo exaſperated the proud monarch, that he 
renewed the onſet on the next morning with a de- 
ſperate fury, but was as fiercely repelled from with- 
in. A great {laughter was made cn both ſides, 
one ſide fighting to retrieve the honour of yeſterday's 
repulſe, and the other being reſolved rather to die 
H 2 than 


— 


more eaſily imagined than deſcribed. We ſh ll give one 
inſtance for all, but ſuch a one as well deſerves to bz 
reco. ded. 

Phyllius, a noble Spartan youth, happeacd to be en- 
gaged in that quarter where Pyrrhus charged in perſon, 
and conſequently where the cn my diſplayed their ccu- 
rage and valour to the greateſt advantage. He ſuſtained 
the attack in the very front of the Spartan ranks with 
uncommon intrepidity, till ar length being all over covered 
with wounds, and finding his ſpirits qu.te ſpent thro” the 
lois of blood, he called to his commanding officer, re- 
ſigned the poſt to him which he was no longer able to 
maintain, and having obtained his permithon, retired as 
far as he could crawl behind the ranks, that he migut 
be able to die out of the reach of the enemy. 
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than yield, This muſt, in all Iikelihood, have 
proved their fate, notwithſtanding their valour and 
noble defence, conſidering the ſmallneſs of their 
ſtrength, and ſuddenneſs with whici they were 
ſurrounded by the enemy's army, which conlifi:d 
of no leſs than twenty thouſand regular forces c 
foot, beſides elephants, and two thoufand Ho ts, 
But what through the bravery and aiifance 1 + 
Spartan dames, anda timely ſuccour whici 574 ve 
king Areus found means to convey ini city, 
Pyrrhus was forced to deſiſt, and to torun his arms 
againſt the Argives, where he received his death 
by the hand of a woman, as we hau formerly 
hinted. See page 110. Plutarch, Ariſiotle Politic, 
Tuſtin, Pauſanias, &c. 


nennen 


The bravery and courage of the AR GIVE and 
ARCADIAN Women, 


E mentioned more than once the death of 
Pyrrhus, occaſioned by a ſtone flung from 
the battlements of an houſe on his head by an 
Argive woman, The city of Argos “ is famous 
tor 
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* This city and kingdom, one of the ancienteſt of 
all Greece, was founded, according to the fabuliſts, by 
Inachus, the ſon of Oceanus and Thetis, by which are 
meant the ſea and the land. And here it will not be 
amiſs to take notice of an extravagant piece of vanity 
in the deſcendants of thoſe founders of antient kingdoms, 
to diſguiſe the obſcurity of their origin, by repreſent- 
ing them as the offspring either of ſome of their gods, 
or of the earth, or of the ſca, or of ſome riyer, and ſuch 
like wonderful deſcent, to amuſe the vulgar, and 1 

em 
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for the warlike exploits both of its men and wo- 
men. It may indeed be affirmed of all the king- 
dms and ſtates of Greece, that by their continual 
hoſtilities, either with each other, or againſt thoſe 
monarchs that often invaded them, war was be- 
come as it were habitual to them ; but yet much 
of their valour and bravery was owing to their way 
of training up their youth to manly courage, to a 
deſire of fame, and a love of liberty; fo that the 
women, by being ſo conſtantly converſant with 
thoſe endearing topics, became, by degrees, inſpir- 
ed with the ſame heroic principles, even to a de- 
gree of emulation with the men; and to ſuch a 
degree of valour were thoſe of Argos grown, that 
when their kingdom was invaded, and their capt- 
tal upon the brink of being taken by the brave and 
warlike Spartans, they armed themſelves cap-a-pee, 
and made a bold and unexpected ſally upon them, 
which ſucceeded ſo well, that the enemy was for- 
ced to retire, whilſt their own husbands, who had 
before been forced to give way, were, by this 
ſudden turn, inſpired with ſuch freſh courage, that 
they quickly came to their aſſiſtance, and helped 
them to give the Spartan army a total repulſe. Pau- 

fan. Apollodor. &c. 
Even the antient kingdom of Arcadia, fo fa- 
mous for its inhabitants ſweet and delightful ru- 
| H 3 ral 
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them with a greater regard for their ſucceſſors. But the 
wiſer and more learned knew better in what ſenſe theſe 
pretended divine originals were to be taken, tho' ſopom- 
pouſly ſwelled by poets. As for inſtance, the firſt king 
of Argos is ſaid to have been the ſon of the Ocean and 


'Thetis, becauſe he came hither by ſea from ſome other 
country, 
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ral life *, for their numerous herds, pleaſant rivers 
and paſture grounds, and for their paſtoral ſongs, 
muſic and poetry, that the country ſeemed wholl 
confecrated to the god Pan ; even theſe rural re- 
gions, I ay, where one would hardly ſuppoſe any 
other weapons in uſe but the ſpindle and the ſhep. 
herd's crook, any trade going forward but ſpin- 
nin: and carding, or any ſounds but thoſe of the 
reed and pipe, are no leſs celebrated for the number, 
bravery, and exploits of their heroes and heroines, 
It is very probable indeed, that their paſtoral kind 
of life did oblige them very early to learn the uſe 
v5 the ſword and ſpear, to preſerve their harmleſs 

flocks 


— — — * 


* Arcadia was fituate in the very heart of Pelopon- 
neſus, a peninſula, or ſemi-iſland, joined to the conti- 
nent of Greece only by a narrow neck of land. As 
this ſma!l kingdom therefore was ſurrounded on all fides 
by other ſlates, and was moreover watered with a great 
many rivers, its paſture grounds were ſo ſpacious and 
fertile, that the inhabitants made it their chief buſineſs 
and trade to breed vaſt quantities of large and ſmall cat- 
tie, with which they ſupplied all the neighbouring king- 
QGOms., 

They were fo inured to this paſtoral life, that after 
they came to learn the trade of war, they commonly 
went clothed with only the skins of ſuch wild beaſts as 
they killed in their woods, and all their weapons were 
a bundle of javelins, which they carried behind their 
backs, and a lance in their hands; both which they u'ed 
with ſuch dexterity, that they were generally courted in 
all the wars between the other ſtates. 

ban was reckoned the god of the ſhepherds, and 
protector of their flocks, and as ſuch was worſhipped 
more or leſs by all the Heathen, as they were more or 
leſs addicted to a paſtoral life; for this reaſon he had a 
ſtately temple in the city of Tegea, much reſorted to 
not only by all Arcadia, but by all the neighbouring 
nations. 
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flocks and herds not only from wolves and bears, 
but much more from their more fierce and rapaci- 
ous neighbours. So true is it, that there is no con- 
dition of life ſo peaceable and harmleſs, ſo low and 
abject, but is expoſed to dangers, and will ſooner 
or later be forced to ſeek for its own ſafety either 
ſrom the ſhield or ſpear. Witneſs the poor and 
warlike Scythians, of whom we have ſpoken un- 
der a former head, page 88. 

As ſoon as the Arcadians began to find them 
ſclves under a neceflity of defending their mean and 
ruſtic poſſeſſions againſt their encroaching neigh- 
bours, they took care to inure their women to the 
martial trade, which they however divided between 
them in ſuch a manner as beſt ſuited both ſexes ; 
the men, as the moſt robuſt and ſtrong, were to 
ſally out againſt the enemy, and the women to ſtay 
and defend their territories, Hence it came that 
they proved ſuch expert ſoldiers, the men in the 
offenſive, and the women in the defenſive way, 
that their alliance was courted by all their neigh- 
bours, inſomuch that the former uſed to hire them- 
{clves for auxiliaries, as our Switzers now do, to 
any prince or ſtate that would give them the beſt 
pay, and left their country to be defended by the 
latter, which they did with incredible bravery, 
not uy during the reigns of five and twenty 
kings, but for a long time after, when they had 
formed themſelves into a commonwealth upon an 
occaſion very much to their honour, and which 
you may, if you pleaſe, read below in the mar- 
gn. 


„4 But 
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* This brave nation were ſuch profeſſed enemies to ſa- 
cr1 eg?, treachery and falſhood, that they ſtoned Ariſto- 
Ciates I, who was their twenty third monarch, for hav- 


ing 
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But theſe brave female warriors did not ſo whol- 
ly confine themſelves to their province, but they 
could, when occaſion wanted, act likewiſe with 
ſurprizing valour and dexterity on the offenſive, 
by which means they have frequently turned the 
victory to their ſide, which was, to all appearance, 
wholly leaning on the other; of which take the 
iollowing inſtance, 

The Spartans, often at war with them, had 
undertaken an expedition againſt Tegea, one 
of the moſt conſiderable cities of Arcadia, under 
their king Charilaus, They were ſo fluſhed with 
the aſſurance of a victory, through the ambigu- 
ouſneſs of a deceitful] oracle, that they had brought 
whole wagon loads of chains to load their Tegean 
priſoners with, and had moreover contracted with 
a conſiderable number of merchants, who were to 
buy them at a price agreed upon, and were _ 

ally 
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ing attempted to debauch a young lady, prieſteſs of Di- 
ana, and afterwards ordained that none but married wo- 
men ſhould perform that prieſtly function. 

Soon after this, Ariſtocrates II. the twenty fiſth and laſt 
Arcadian king, was condemned, and put to the ſame 
kind of death for his treachery to the Nleſſenians his al- 
lies, whom he betrayed to the Spartans then at war with 
them; and, as if they did not think that puniſhment 
ſufficient, they caſt his hody out of their territories, and 
left it to rot above ground. They moreover erected a 
monument upon mount Lycæus, on which they cauſed 
an inſcription to the following purport to be engraved, 
5 order to perpetuate the intamy of that treacherous 

eed. 


The baſe betrayer of Meſſena's tate, 
Has met at length a well deſerved fate; 
Ja vain perſidious traitors juſtice ſhun, 
Hail, mighty Jove ! ſave our Arcadian throne, 
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ally come with them, and had brought the pur- 
chaſe money in their ſacks. The Tegeans, who 
were apprized of this, fought with incredible fury, 
but being inferior in number, were like to have 
been overpywered by the enemy, when, in the luc- 
ky m.nute, came a party of Fegean women, who 
had purpoſely poſted themſelves in an ambuſcade, 
and ſallied out with ſach fierceneſs upon them, thut 
they gained a complete victory, and brought the 
Spartan king and his men captive into 'Tegea, 
loaden with thoſe very chains with which they 
thought to have carried them off, The merchants 
likewiſe and their money became a prey to the 
conquerors, who returned home triumphant, at- 
tended with an immenſe plunder, and a great num- 
ber of priſoners. Herodot. Pauſanias in Arcadic, 

1 | 
This laſt inſtance may well ſpare us the trouble 
of producing any greater number of them, ſince 
it ſo plainly ſhews that valour and bravery are 
not confined to any country, climate, or ſex, but 
riſe and fall in every one, as they are either culti- 
vated or neglected. For it Arcadia, a ſmall king- 
dom, inhabited only by ſhepherds and ſhepherdeſ- 
ſes, inured to a plain ruſtical life, and famed chiefly 
for their tuneful ſtrains, and tor the excellence of 
their paſtoral poetry and muſic, could, in due 
time, become ſo fertile in male and female wari- 
ors, as to be inferior to no other kingdom, we 
may from thence be allowed to draw thoſe two 
plain concluſions, viz. That courage and valour 
may be the product of every country, and com- 
mon to either ſex. Secondly, That as neceſſity is 
tne mother, ſo a plain, active and laborious life, 
is as much the beſt nurſe of it, as luxury and cafe 
are the bane of it. And if one contrary is beſt 
diſplayed by another, time was when our ifle was 
5 an 


ber of inſtances in which that ſex has diſtinguiſhed 
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an excellent nurſery of ſuch heroes and heroines, 
who were ſo well inured to martial deeds, that the 
mutually ſtrove who ſhould ſignalize themſelves 
moſt in the defence of their country, as Julius Cæ- 
ſar himſelf found to his great ſurprize, And if 
you are deſirous to know the reaſon why we come 
now ſo ſhort of thoſe brave ancient Britons, you 
need but compare their way of living with ours 
to find out the true ſource of our preſent dege- 
neracy. | | 

If we deſcend from generals to particulars, and 
conſult antient hiſtory, we ſhall find a vaſt num- 


itſelf in the field, and at the council board ; and, 
whether on the throne, or at the head of fleets and 
armies, have diſplayed the moſt conſummate wiſ- 
dom, as well as the moſt heroic and intrepid valour, 
We have had in this our iſland a Boadicea govern- 
ing a brave and warlike nation with ſurprizing con- 
duct and ſagacity, and leading them armed to the 
defence of their country againſt the encroaching 
Romans with unſhaken bravery. We could even 
inſtance in ſome who have lived in later ages, were 
they not out of our propoſed province : But it will 
be more proper to ſeek them abroad among foreign 
nations, and in ſuch remote ages and climates, of 
which we are apt to entertain a leſs favourable opi- 
nion than we do of our own, 


ZANARA, 
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Z AN ARA, queen of the SAccx, her valour, 
wiſdom, and exploits. 


H1s great princeſs reigned over the Sacks or 
Saccæ * at the time when the Parthians re- 
volted from the Medes, in the reign of their king 
Artibarnas, The fame of her wiſdom, valour and 
clemency, had reached already far and near, Her 
ſubjects, till then rude and barbarous, had been fo 
well civilized and diſciplined by her, that they 
were become in great eſteem. She had likewiſe 
reſcued ſeveral provinces of her. kingdom from the 
tyranny of the neighbouring princes, and bleſſed 
them with the ſweets of her milder reign. The 
beauty of her perſon, which was in no way inferi- 
or to that of her mind, made her admired and 
H 6 courted 


Mi 
—e— 


* The Sacks or Sacc were a branch of the Celtes or 
Gomerians, the deſcendants of Gomer, the eldeſt fon 
of Japhet the ſon of Noah, from whom are alto de- 
ſcended our Welſh, who ſtill call themfelves in their 
native language Gomerai, or ſons of Gomer. 

Theſe Sacks, it is likely, were ſo called by other 
nations, on account of their living wholly upon plunder 
and rapine, whilſt they retained their own or {ome other 
name peculiar to their tribe. But after they came to be 
cultivated and diſciplined by their excellent queen, that 
appellative became as honourable as it had been reproach- 
{ul till then, | 

As for the Parthians, they are {uppoſed likewiſe to 
have been a branch of the antient Celtes ; they were a 
brave warlike nation, and famed for their martial ex- 


pioits both before and ſince their coming under the yoke 
ef the Medes. 
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courted by many great monarchs; but ſhe prefer. 
ed the glory and happineſs of governing her native 
ſubjects beyond all theſe advantageous alliances ; 
upon all. which glorious accounts, ſhe was juſtly 

eſteemed a prodigy of greatneſs and goodneſs, 
The Parthians, who had long groaned under 
the uneaſy yoke of the Medes, thought this a pro- 
per time to regain their liberty, Zanara's known 
averſion to tyranny, gave them reaſon to hope that 
ſhe would readily take under her protection a brave 
ancient people, who only ſought to ſhake off the 
fetters of oppreſſion and ſlavery. They were not 
miſtaken; that generous princeſs was no ſooner 
acquainted with their noble reſolution, but ſhe en- 
gaged to aſſiſt and protect them in it. This im- 
mediately cauſed an open rupture between the 
Medes and her; a war was immediately declared 
between the two kingdoms, the particulars of 
which we ſhall omit, and only obſerve in the 
whole, that ſhe ſo harrafſed the enemy, and got ſo 
many victories over them, Mat they were glad at 
length to agree to a peace, in which ſhe took care 
to procure the moſt advantageous terms to thoſe 
ſhe had taken under her protection, whilſt ſhe con- 
tented herſelf with the glory of what ſhe had done. 
After her death, her grateful ſubjects, out of a 
ſenſe of the great bleſſings they had enjoyed under 
her reign, and of that pitch of wealth, power, 
glory and happineſs, to which ſhe had raiſed them, 
erected a ſtately monument in memory of her, 
which, if our author has not exaggerated, was 
three furlongs ® in breadth, on the top of which 
was 


_—. 
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* A furlong is the ſixteenth part of a mils, ſo that à 
monument of three furlongs in length mult appear a pro- 


digious thing, unleſs we will ſuppoſe that the author 
ou 31g 
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was a pyramid of a furlong in heighth. On the 
ſummit of it ſhe was repreſented by a golden co- 
loflus, or a golden ſtatue of her of an extraordina- 
ry ſize, (for ſuch it muſt indeed have been to be 
ſeen at ſuch a heighth and diſtance) and adored her 
memory, as if ſhe had been their goddeſs rather 
than their queen, Diodorus Siculus, 
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ARTEMISIA's valour and conduct. 


* 


H1s princeſs was queen of the ſmall king- 
dom of Caria *, but. for her courage and 
wiſdom deſerved to have governed as large an em- 
pite as that of Xerxes, whoſe ally ſhe then was, 
and whom ſhe accompanied in ſeveral expeditions, 
and particularly in that fatal one againſt the Greeks, 
of which we have given an account under a for- 
mer head, page 85. This queen, who delighted 
in martial deeds, and had a peculiar ſagacity in 
weighing and ſoreſeeing all the advantages and diſ- 
advantages of any ſtep that was either taken or re- 
folved upon in that monarch's council, is obſerved 
by our author to have been the perſon who gave 
him the beſt and ſoundeſt advice upon all occaſions, 
tho* ſhe was generally thwarted by the reit of his 

generals, 


. ee, 
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meant here the incloſure or wall that ſurrounded the py- 
ramid that was reared in the centre, and ſerved to keep 
people from approaching too near that building, which 
was held in ſuch high venere tion by thoſe that let it up. 

* Caria was a province or ſmall kingdom of Aſia 
properly ſo called, the capital of which was Halicar- 


naſſus, for which realon ſhe is uſually called queen of 
Halicarnaſſus, 
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generals, out of a ſervile complaiſanee to their 
ambitious maſter. In particular, ſhe was ſo tho- 
rough a miſtreſs in maritime affairs, that ſhe could 
eaſily perceive his almoſt total ignorance of them; 
for which reaſon, tho' ſhe had joined him with a 
number of her ſhips, the moſt completely built, 
and beſt equipped of any in his fleet, yet as ſhe 
ſaw bin ſo far inferior to the Greeks, ſhe diſplay- 
ed all her wit, ſenſe and eloquence, in diſſuadin 
him from that fatal engagement with the Greeks, 
wherein he met with a total overthrow, and 
gave him ſuch demonitration of his danger, that 
nothing but an invincible infatuation could have 
hurried him upon it. 

We nced not repeat here the ill conſequence of 
his rejecting her wholeſome advice, but only take 
notice, that it did not deter her from engaging the 
Grecks in conjunction with his fleet. On the con- 
frary, ſhe fought with ſuch valour and gallantry, 
that Xerxes, who, you may remember, beheld the 
whole action from an eminence on the ſhore, 
could not forbear crying out, that the women be- 
haved with the courage and intrepidity of men, 
and his men with the puſillanimity of women, 
For even when the Perfians and their auxiliaries 
had for the greateſt part given way to the enemy, 
and were ſeeking their ſafety by flight, her ſhips 
were the laſt that fled, which ſo enraged the 
Greeks againſt her, that they offered a conſiderable 
reward tu any that ſhould take her alive ; but by 
her peculiar valour and conduct ſhe found means to 
elude all their efforts, to get clear of their ſhips 
which were ſent in purſuit of her, and to get her 
own ſafe on the coaſts of Aſia. Herodot us. 
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ZENOBIA, her excellent endowments, 


ENOBIA was queen of the Saracens *, and 
/, took the reins of the government after the 
death of Odenatus her husband, who died whilſt 
the children he had by her were in their nonage. 
She was deſcended from the Ptolemies of Egypt, 
was beautiful, chaſte and temperate, and fo learned, 
that ſhe engaged in ſome conſiderable diſputes about 
religion, and protected ſome great perſons, particu- 
larly the famous Paul of Samoſata, from being dri- 
ven from his church and biſhoprick +. 

In 
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* The Saracens are an ancient people in Arabia the 
Happy. They are ſuppoſed to be the deſcendants of 
Iſrael the fon of Abraham, and that being athamed 
of their mother Agar his handmaid, they called them- 
{elves Saracens from Sarah his lawful wife. But this is a 
far-fetched ſuppoſition, and it is more likely that their 
name is Arabic, and ſignifies eaſterlings, or people of 
the eaſt. 

However that be, they did not begin to make any fi- 
gure in the world till about two hundred years after 
Chriſt. "They ſoon after embraced chriſtianity z and 
Zenobia and her husband were very famous for their 
zeal. But as ſoon as mahometiſm began to ſpread itſelf, 
the Saracens were ſome of the firſt that embraced it; 
ſo that their name is either wholly extinct, or confound- 
ed with that of Turks and Arabs. 

+. This Paul was a learned biſhop of Antioch, the 
capital of Syria, and had been condemned by the ſynod 
of that biſhoprick for ſome doctrines which he held that 
bordered a little too much upon thoſe of the Jews. Upon 
this account ſome people have blamed the queen for pro- 

| tecting 
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In war and in the council- chamber ſhe had ac. 
quired ſuch experience, that ſhe very much con- 
tributed to thoſe victories which her husband had 
gained over the Perſians, and which ſerved as a bar- 
rier to preſerve the eaſtern parts to the Romans, 
as Aurelian himſelf, the emperor who conquered 
and carried her away captive, doth teſtify in his 
letter to the ſenate ; tho” one would think ſhe de- 
ſerved a much better treatment from him upon that 
account. It is true Gallienus his predeceſſor had 
given Odenatus the title of emperor, and to her 
that of Auguſta, as an acknowledgement for theſe 
ſignal ſervices ; but ſoon after her husband's death, 
and her having made ſome conſiderable conqueſts 
in Egypt, Aurelian thought fit to forget all paſt 
ſervices, and, by declaring war againſt her, to put 
a ſtop to that further progreſs ſhe might otherwiſe 
have made at the head of her army. . 

Zenobia made the nobleſt defence ſhe could a- 
gainſt ſo powerful an enemy; but as her forces were 
vaſtly inferior to thoſe of the Romans, ſhe received 
two ſuch conſiderable defeats, that ſhe was forced 
to ſhut herſelf up in the famous city of Palmy- 
ra *, where ſhe defended herſelf with incredible 


bravery. 


* 8 _ 


tecting him, and accuſed her of*being herlelf Jewiſhly 
inclined. But it is more likely ſhe, being a wiſe and 
prudent woman, thought the ſynod's ſentence too rigid 
and uncharitable; and that a man, tho' in an error, if 
he appear to be ſincere, and in all other reſpects a good 
man, ought rather to he pitied than puniſhed for what 
is not a fault in his will, but a defect in his underſtand- 
ing, which it is not in his power to help. And if Paul 
was ſuch a one, it was the part of a good princels to 
protect him, | 

* This noble city was the metropolis of that part of 
Syria, called from it Syria Palmyrcne. It was a urs 
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bravery. But being here alſo greatly overpower- 
ed, and finding that Aurelian would ſoon make 
himſelf maſter of the place, ſhe reſolved to retire 
out of it, rather than to yield herſelf priſoner to 
him “*; and taking the opportunity of the night, 
ſhe made the beſt of her way towards the Euphra- 
tes, with a deſign to croſs that river, and to go and 
cither raiſe ſome freſh forces, or to ſeek an azylum 
from the Roman power, Unfortunately for her, 
Aurelian was made acquainted with her flight; 
upon which, being unwilling to loſe ſo glorious a 
prize, he had her cloſely purſued, She was over- 
taken at the ferry, juſt as ſhe was going to croſs 
the river, and brought back to the conqueror, 
who conducted her to Rome, and forced her to 


adorn 
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of more opulence than ſtrength, elſe Zenobia might 
have mave made a much longer defence. 

To give a bare sketch of the magnificence of this ci- 
ty from the noble remains of it that are ſtill to be ſeen, 
would require ſome ſcore pages, beſides that it would be 
out of our province. Thoſe that are curious to know 
more of it, may fee a full account of it in Thevenot, 
La Rocque, and Le Brun's travels, or more particularly 
in the firſt volume of the Univerſal Hiſtory, compiled and 
printed in our own language z a work highly e!leemed by 
all the learned, as a complete treaſury of all that is valu- 
able in the hiſtory of all nations from the creation of the 
world to this preſent time. 

* As ſhe but too well knew the fate which all royal 
captives muſt expect from the Roman conquerors, ſhe 
had, it ſeems, reſolved at firſt to avoid it by a volunta- 
ry deith, as Cleopatra had done before her, ſee page 
120. but being a Chriſtian, religion ſoon deterred her 
from that deſign, and prevailed upon her rather to ſub- 
mit to her misfortunes with patience and reſignation, 
than avoid them by a deed ſo contrary to reaſon, and 
much more ſo to the goſpel. 
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adorn his triumphant chariot, with her hands and 
feet bound with golden chains, She was moreover 
obliged to bedeck herſelf with all her jewels, which 
were ſo many and large, that tho' ſhe had a ver 

ſtrong and healthy conſtitution, ſhe was hardly 
able to bear the weight of them“. After the ce- 
remony was over, Aurelian gave her her life, and 
with it a country-ſeat near Rome, where ſhe ſpent 
the reſt of her days in ſolitude and retirement, 


Procopius, Trebellius, Pollio, Aurelian, &C, 


AXIOTHEA, 
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Some authors tell us, that theſe triumphant conque- 
rors were wont to have a man ſtanding behind their cha- 
riot to cry aloud to them at proper periods, Ce/ar, Re- 
member that thou art a man. IL his, they ſay, was done 
to prevent the magnificence of the ceremonies ſo far daz- 
ling their eyes, as to make them think themſelves to be 
above the reſt of their ſpccies, 

But how Cæſar could behold a diſconſolate captive 
queen, whom he had ſo lately ſtripped of her kingdom 
and liberty, inhumanly tied to his chariot, loaden with 
fetters, and made a gazing-ſtock to a rude-and inſulting 
muititude, and not rather think himſelf ſunk vaſtly be- 
low the dregs of humanity, is what would puzzle any 
ſerious man, or indeed any one who was not as much 


blinded by his ungovernable ambition as theſe Roman 
tyrants were, 
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Ax lo THEA, her intrepid bravery and death, 


His lady was married to Nicocles king of 

Paphos“, a ſinall kingdom in the iſland of 
Cyprus, of which we have ſpoken formerly, ſee 
page 10, After the death of Alexander the Great, 
by whom that noble iſland had been taken, and the 
diviſion of his large empire between his generals, 
of which ſee the note on page 35. Cyprus fell to 
Antigonus's lot, together with the kingdoms of 
Syria, Phenice, Judea, &c, But as he was en- 
gaged elſewhere, Ptolemy, another of the conque- 
ror's generals, invaded it with a powerful fleet, 
and reduced the greateſt part of it to his obedi- 
ence, obliging all the kings of it to pay him ho- 
mage, . 

Ptolemy was ſoon after informed that Nicocles 
held private correſpondence with Antigonus, and 
being apprehenſive that his example might draw 
the other princes into a revolt againſt him, and 
join themſelves to his competitor, reſolved to rid 
himſelf of him. As all Alexander's generals had 
been inured to the bloody trade of invading and 
conquering, of enſlaving, and even murdering 


thoſe unfortunate monarchs that fell into their 
hands, 


—_ 


* This kingdom received its name from its famed ca- 
pital Paphos, a city recorded in the Acts of the Apoſtles, - 
tor being the place where St. Paul converted the Roman 
governor Sergius to the Chriſtian faith, after he had 
truck the ſcrœerer Elimas with ſudden blindneſs, Acts 
xiii. 6. & ſeq. That city was ſituate at the utmoſt welt 
end of the iſland. 
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hands, Ptolemy did not ſtand upon niceties in take 
ing any of them off that became ſuſpected to him 
but to rid himſelf the more ſpeedily of the brave king 
of Paphos, ſent two of his intimate friends thither, 
with inſtructions to diſpatch him without further 
ceremony, 'Theſe being landed at Cyprus, went 
and demanded a ſufficient number of forces from 
Menelaus, who was made governor of the iſland 
by Ptolemy, With theſe they ſurprizea Nicocles 
in his capital, and ſurrounded him ſo cloſely in it, 
that he could find no means to eſcape, 

As that unfortunate prince was too well apprized 
of Ptolemy's bloody orders, he ſent to defire the 
two deputics to give him leave at leaſt to be heard, 
and if he could not clear himſelf, and juſtify his 
own actions, then he would lie at the mer- 
cy *; but this was denied him, on pretence that 
they were fully convinced that hEheld an intelli- 
gence with Antigonus, and were come not to try, 


but 
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* lt could have been no difficult matter for Nicocles 
to have juſtified every thing he had done in favour of 
Antigonus, ſince Cyprus was, by the common conſent of 
all the generals, allotted as part of his new kingdom. 
And this they very well knew, and therefore ſhunned 
the liſtening to any defence he could make for himſelf, 
which mult have cleared him in the eyes of all impar- 
tial judges. a 

But we ſee by this that the fatal conſequences of Alex- 
ander's ambition were far enough from ending with his 
life, There was ſcarce a kingdom or province that was 
not unavoidably doomed to ſuffer much more by the diſ- 
ſentions and wars betwixt his ſurvivors. Thus here Ni- 
cocles was doomed to death for ſiding with Antigonus; 
but had he joined with Ptolemy, he muſt have expected 
no better fate from Antigonus after he had recovered that 
Hand from him, as it actually happened to many others, 
who had been ſorced to fide with the ſtrongeſt, 


on MoRAL SUBJECTS, Sc. 165 


but puniſh him for it. This anſwer threw the 
deſperate monarch into ſuch a fury, that whilſt 
they were cndeavouring to force into his capital, 
he, without taking the leaſt care of his family, 
ruſhed upon his own ſword, and died upon the ſpot, 
Not ſo did his brave and heroic queen Axiothea, 
Ske had ſeven daughters by him, who ſhe foreſaw 
muſt fall as ſo many victims to the Juſt and rage 
of the conquerors, the thought of which appeared 
more dreadful to her than the moſt excruciating 
death; and how to ſave them from it ſhe could 
not ſee, unleſs it was by diſpatching them out of 
the world before her. As there was no time to be 
loſt, ſhe ordered them all to be brought to her apart- 
ment, and there acquainted them with their wretche, 
ed condition, and the danger they were in of being 
ſacrificed to a parcel of brutiſh raviſhers, telling 
them, at the ſame time, how much more glorious 
it would be for them to free themſelves from ſo 
odious and ſhameful a fate by a voluntary death. 
This ſhe aſſured them was what ſhe had already de- 
termined with regard to herſelf, but how to put it 
in execution, and leave them behind her expoſed to 
ſuch dreadful and unavoidable danger, was what 
ſhe could not by any means determine herſelf to, 
She exhorted thoſe therefore that were of age to be 
touched with a ſenſe of their impending ſhame and 
miſery, to give her at leaſt this laſt token of their 
duty and love of virtue, to ſee them die before 
her, and ſhew that heroic example to their younger 
filters, which her extreme concern for them would 
not permit her to do; proteſting to them, with a 
flood of tears, and the moſt endearing embraces, 
that ſhe would not outlive the laſt of them one 
minute, but bravely accompany them in a noble 
death, rather than accept of ſuch a ſhameful life 
as muſt fall to their lot, if they fell into the ene- 
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my's hands. The heroic mother no ſooner oh. 
ſerved in them a readineſs to yield to her advice, 
than having taken a tender- embrace of each of 
them in their turn, diſpatched them one after ana- 
ther, and laſt of all herſelf. Some of her rela- 
tions having beheld with wonder and amazement 
every circumſtance of this cataſtrophe, ſet fire to 
the palace, threw themſelves into the flames, and 
were conſumed in the ſame funeral pile with the 
noble Axiothea and her virtuous daughters. Dia- 
dorus Siculus Polyenus's Stratagem. 
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His inſtance of maternal piety and bravery 
| has indeed no parallel in prophane hiſtory ; 
Sut as that which we read of in the ſecond book 
of Maccabees, and in Joſephus, of a Jewiſh ma- 
tron who beheld ſeven of her ſons martyred before 
her eyes for the ſake of religion, and ſuffered her- 
ſelf at laſt the moſt exquiſite death, doth ſo far 
excel it in every particular, I ſhall cloſe this head 
of female valour and intrepidity with it. 


The gallant behaviour of the JEWISH matron and 
her ſeven ſons, 


HE Jews were at this time in ſubjection to 
Antiochus, ſirnamed Epiphanes *, king of 
Syria, a great enemy of their religion and nation. 
Among 


Ibis ſirname ſignifes 7//u/frious, tuo' that prince 


had ſcarce any thing remarkable in him but his vices, 
tyranny and impiety. But it was the cuſtom of thoſe 
Heathen princes to take upon them ſuch pompous fir- 
names as they leaſt deſerved, or rather as were quite op- 


. poſite to their character. 'T'hus one prophanely called 


himſelf 
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Among thoſe that ſuffered the moſt cruel deaths 
were theſe ſeven young Jews and their heroic mo- 
ther, who being ſeized by order of that tyrant, 
and having bravely declared, one and all, that 
they were ready to undergo any torments rather 
than forſake their religion, were all butchered in 
the moſt horrid and cruel] manner one after the 
other v. The firſt of them had his tongue, and 
the ends of his hands and feet cut off in full ſight 
of his mother and fix brethren, and was flung in- 
to a red hot copper pan, where he was ſoon broiled 
to death. The ſecond had the skin of his head 
ſtripped off with the hair, after which being asked 
whether he would eat ſwines fleſh, which was for- #7. Bl 
bid by the law of Moſes +, and having reſolute” 2» i 
ly refuſed it, he was likewiſe put to the ſame tor? ur | 
ture and death with the firſt. _ Phe third had his 2 
tongue and hands cut off, and then was tortured 
alſo to death with a conſtancy and bravery which 
ſurprized the king and all the beholders, to whom 


he 


—— 


» 


himſelf Theos, God, tho' he rather deſerved that of a 
devil. Another, a parricide, took that of Philopater, 
cr lover of his father. Another ſtiled himſelf Phila- 
delphos, or lover of his brethren, who had got to the 
crown by the murder of them. 

The book of the Maccabees doth not tell us where 
this horrid ſcene was perpetrated. Joſephus, the Jewiſh 
hiſtorian, thinks that it was done at Jeruſalem, the ca- 
pital of the Jews, in order to deter the reſt from their 
religion; but it is more likely to have been acted at 
Anticch the capital of Antiochus's kingdom, where St. 
Jerom tells us their tomb was ſtill to be ſeen in his time 
in that city, together with a church dedicated to their 
memory. | | 

+ This was the uſual trial they put them to, becauſe 
ſwine's fleſh was abominated by all the Jews, as expreſly 
forbid by God himſelf, Sce Levit. xi. 7. Deuter. xiv. 8. 
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he declared, that as he had received his limbs and 
life from his God, ſo he readily reſigned them ta 
him, rather than to offend him, or break his laws, 

The fourth, fifth and ſixth, were likewiſe 
brought forth, one after the other, and having 
given likewiſe an ample and intrepid teſtimony of 
their being ready and glad to part at any rate 
with this ſhort miſerable life for the ſake of that 
inexpreſſibly better which they hoped to enjoy in the 
next world to all eternity, were likewiſe tortured to 
death by ſeveral ways, without uttering one com- 
plaint or groan, inſomuch that their tormentors 
could not forbear admiring that wonderful calmneſs 
with which they endured the moſt exquiſite pains, 


Whilſt theſe were each in their turn condemned to 
" theſe tortures, the reſt of the ſurvivors ſtood by to 


encourage them to continue ſtedfaſt in their reli- 
gion, and not for any pains of death to make ſhip- 
wreck of their conſcience, But, above all, their 
pious and heroic mother was more than ordinarily 
ſollicitous to confirm and comfort them under their 
dreadful tortures; ſometimes by reminding them 
of thoſe eternal and inconceivable joys which 
would ſpeedily be the reward of their fidelity and 
conſtancy; at other times, by ſetting before them 


the dreadful and never-ending puniſhment which 


was allotted to all thoſe that apoſtatized from their 
God, and his holy religion. And this ſhe had the 
fairer opportunity to do, becauſe ſhe ſpoke to them 
in their own Jewiſh language, whilſt the Syrians, 
who did not underſtand it, imagined that ſhe was 
rather bewailing their obſtinacy, and trying to per- 
ſuade them to fave their lives by obeying the king's 
command, which was what they had indeed brought 

her thither for, 
She was at length diſcovered at the bringing up 
of the ſeventh, who was the youngeſt of all, en 
whom 
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whom the king finding as intrepid and unſhaken at 
his threats as thoſe who had died before, endea- 
voured to win, if poſſible, by the faireſt promiſes 
of advancement, and of his being admitted into 
the king's favour, It was on this occaſion that he 
addreſſed himſelf more earneſtly to her, to try how 
far her perſuaſions would work upon her ſon to ſave 
his life, and make his fortune, by complying with 
the royal command. She promiſed the king that 
ſhe would uſe her beſt arguments to perſuade him, 
and ſo ſhe did accordingly ; not indeed to forſake 
his religion, but, on the contrary, to perſiſt unto 
death in the defence of it, and not to trouble him- 
ſelf about the torments that were preparing for him ; 
for theſe, ſhe told him, were but ſhort, and God, 
for whoſe glory he ſuffered, would ſupport and com- 
fort him under the exquiſiteneſs of them; but the re- 
ward, added ſhe, will be immenſe and eternal. The 
young man, thus encouraged by his picus mother, 
ſmiled at the tortures that were inflicted upon him, 
and quickly expired under them with ſurprizing 
courage and calmneſs, tho* not without reminding 
the tyrant Antiochus how dearly he would one day 
be repaid for all the cruelties he had exerciſed a- 
gainſt the people of God. | 
The king, finding himſelf thus baffled, not on- 
ly by the young martyr, but much more by his 
mother, fell into a deſperate fury, which he reſolved 
to wreck doubly on her, The book of Maccabecs 
doth not tell us what death he put her to, but on- 
ly that ſhe was executed after her ſons. But ano- 
ther ancient book, called, The Empire of Reaſon 
ſays that ſhe was tied to a ſtake, and whipped ll 
all her fleſh was torn from her ribs, and then flung” 
into the fame hot caldron where her fons had end- 
ed their lives, and expired there ſoon after, with 
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her hands and eyes lifted up to heaven. 2 Mac- 
cabees ii, throughout, Joſephus. Lib. de Temper, ra- 
tion. Abulfarag. Eraſm. Prefat. in Maccab. ii, 


V 
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ERE we now to purſue this ſubject 
further, and from this ſurprizing in- 
E ſtance of courage and intrepid piety 
in this Hebrew matron, to pals on 
to thoſe who ſuffered the moſt ex- 
cruciating torments, and the moſt 
dreadful deaths that human, or rather helliſh ma- 
lice, could invent, for the ſake of the Chriſtian 
religion, we ſhould open ſuch a ſpacious held of 
the moſt aſtoniſhing ſcenes of heroic conſtancy as 
can hardly be expreſſed. Men and women of all 
ages and conditions led to the moſt horrid butche- 
ries, and rejoicing in the midſt of the moſt exqui- 
ſite torments in ſuch vaſt numbers, and with ſuch 
calmneſs and intrepidity as even tired the patience 
of their executioners. But here we muſt remem- 
ber that theſe inſtances were of a quite different na- 
ture from thoſe we deſigned under this preſent 
head; they were altogether ſupernatural, God ſup- 
porting them under all thoſe inexpreſſible afflictions 
with an extraordinary grace, ſor the greater con- 
firmation and propagation of the goſpel, and gave 
them ſuch a foretaſte of thoſe heavenly joys which 
their ſufferings were to be crowned with, as made 
them as it were inſenſible to all the pains they en- 
dured, and to rejoice in being accounted worthy 


10 ſuffer for ſo good and ſo glorious a cauſe, T0» 
or 


| 
| 
| 
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for inftance, when the firſt bleſſed martyr St, Ste- 
phen had once ſeen the heavens opened, and his di- 
vine Redeemer fitting at the right-hand of God, 
ready to receive his departing foul into thoſe man- 
ſions of eternal bliſs (Acts vii. 55, 56.) where is 
the wonder that he ſhould fo cheerfully reſign him- 
ſelf to thoſe vollies of ſtones with which his ene- 
mies overwhelmed him? or even that he ſhould 
pray ſo earneſtly for thoſe, who, he ſaw now, 
were the inſtruments of conveying him to that 
bliſsful place ? 

However, it will not be amiſs to obſerve here, 
with reſpect to the female ſex, of whom we have 
been chiefly ſpeaking here, that ſince we find, from 
undoubted authority of the moſt eminent ancient 
writers, not only Chriſtians, but Heathens, that 
ſuch vaſt numbers of them ſuffered ſuch cruel 
martyrdoms for the ſake of the goſpel; that wo- 
men of the higheſt quality, the moſt tender and de- 
licate complexions and education, and even young 
tender virgins, diſplayed the ſame wonderful cou- 
rage and conſtancy that the boldeſt heroes of our 
ſex could be capable of, we cannot in juſtice but 
own that they are at leaſt equally capable of the 
higheſt and ſublimeſt virtues and duties of piety and 
religion, 

But there are ſome inſtances in which we exer- 
ciſe a kind of unjuſt tyranny againſt them, tho" 
we do, in the like caſes, betray the greateſt parti- 
ality for ourſelves. Thus, for example, if a wo- 
man has, by ſome misfortune, perhaps rather to be 
pitied than blamed, unhappily loſt her character, 
it is with the greateſt difficulty that ſhe ever reco- 
vers it, tho' this is not only a meaſure which we 
would by ail means avoid being meaſured by, but 
is moreover ſuch a diſcouragement as quite deters 
the greateſt part of them from endeavouring it. 

| C'S We 
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We go even further, and are apt not only to im- 
pute the faults and frailties of ſome few to the 
whole ſex; but in ſome caſes have even endeavour. 
ed to eternize them, We ſhall paſs by our grand- 
mother Eve, whoſe name we often uſe as a re- 
proachful by-word againſt all her daughters, and 
give one or two ſignal examples, where the memo- 
ry of ſome crimes committed by one or more of 
them, hath been perpetuated by ſome particular to- 
ken of infamy to poſterity. | 


rr 
MEeGALLI1s, her cruelty to her ſlaves puniſhed 
and branded. 
M EGALLIS, a rich and opulent woman in 
the iſland of Sicily, was become ſo infa- 
mous for her cruelty to her ſlaves, thoſe eſpecially 
of the male kind, of whom ſhe had a prodigious 
number, that they were at length drove into down- | 
right deſpair, and forced to free themſelves by open 
rebellion. Theſe having choſen one of the moſt 
reſolute from among them to be their head, quick- 
ly drew a much greater number to them from all 
other parts of the country, till they were grown in- 
to ſuch a formidable body as to threaten the whole 
iſland with death and deſtruQtion, 

The firſt fits of their fury they wrecked on the 
inhuman Megallis, whom they put to the moſt ex- 
quiſite death that their rage and reſentment could 
invent, demoliſhed and plundered her houſe, and 
committed many other cruelties and outrages againſt 
her family, her ſervants, cattle, &c. both in the 
city and country. From them they proceeded to 


other maſters and miſtreſſes, by whom they thought 
them; 
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themſelves to have been too ſeverely uſed, and re- 
venged themſclvesagpon them with equal fury and 
madneſs, involving m many inſtances the innocent 
into the ſame diſmal fate with the guilty. But as 
ſlavery is commonly obſerved to vaſlardize and de- 
baſe the mind, theſe ſlaves, after having vented 
the firſt effects of their reſentment, ſoon began to 
feel their muſhroom valour to abate at the ſight of 
the forces that were raiſed againſt them, and after 
a few skirmiſhes ſurrendered themſelves at difcre- 
tion, The rebellion being once happily quelled, 
their maſters had time to conſider and examine in- 
to the cauſe of it; and upon being informed that 
Megallis's extraordinary cruelty had given birth te 
it, paſſed a a decree, nat to forbid all ſuch ex- 
treme ſeverities towards the ſlaves being uſed by ei- 
ther ſex, but to deprive the women of a great part 
of their power over them, to ſtint the number they 
ſhould be allowed to have for the future, and what 
puniſhments they ſhould be permitted to inflict upon 
them ; by this means, that one inſtance of cruel- 
ty in a woman was ungenerouſly entailed on the 
whole ſex, and Megall's's barbarity became but ano- 
ther word to expreis female cruelty. Diodorus, &c. 


Many other inſtances might be mentioned among 
the Greeks, Romans, and other ancient nations, 
of theſe opprubrious monuments againſt the ſex 
from ſome ſuch particular occaſions a+ that we laſt 
mentioned ; but we chooſe rather to cloſe this head 
with one of them, which, tho” it owes its'or gin 
to much earlier times, has been preſerved ever 
fince, and is ſtill in vogue in ſome of our northern 
regions, which take as follows. 
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OO LP RLLUY LUND NER 
58 N E ancient Scythians, after having repelled an 


invaſion which ſome Aſiatie nations had under- 
taken againſt them, purſued the invaders ſo far out of 
their own territories, contrary to their cuſtom, as 
to be invited to make ſeveral conſiderable conqueſts 
in Aſia, whilſt they left their country as uſual to be 
defended by their warlike females. During this ex- 
pedition, which, according to Juſtin, laſted but 
eight years, but according to Herodotus, who ap- 
cuts to be more in the right, eight and twenty, 
and in which they made themſelves maſters of a 
great part of Aſia, they never thought, it ſeems, 
to {end any word of notice to their wives, but left 
them to manage their homes at their own diſcre- 
tion: ſo that theſe matrons, giving them over for 
loi, on accdunt of the prodigious diſtance betwixt 
them, or thinking them ſelves quite forgot or for- 
faen by them, bethought themſelves of the means 
of preſerving their country and nation from growing 
quite depopulate for want of a new generation to 
ſupply the old; and to this end took their male 
faves and ſervants to their beds, to b:get a new 
race of young warriors. | 
ln the mean time their hushands, being driven 
out of their new conqueſts by the warkke Medes, 
began now to think it h:gh time to return to their 
own country, and to their wives and {amilics. 'I he 
neus of tncir return threw the women into the 
greateſt conſternation, . as rightly judging that nei- 
ther the vait diſtance, or long abſence of their 
husbands, tow plauſible ſoever it might appear to 
them, and to the reſt of the world, would be 
looked upon by them as a ſufficient excuſe for 


their breach of fidelity; ſo that they had nothing 
to 
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to expect from that fierce and inflexible ſex but the 
ſevereſt treatment, if not ſome new and cruel kind 
of death. As for thoſe ſervants and ſlaves who had 
heen taken into partnerſhip with their wives, 
their fate being likely to be ſtill more dreadful, it 
highly concerned them, as well as their miſtreſſes, 
to avoid, if poſſible, the impending ſtorm that was 
otherwiſe ſure to fall upon them. 

After the beſt and matureſt deliberation, the wo- 
men reſolved to continue paſſive, and only arm 
their male warriors, and fend them to ſtop their 
husbands return into Scythia, "Theſe marched ac- 
cordingly with all ſpeed againſt them as far as the 
confines of their territories, where they paſted 
themſelves as advantageouſly as they could, re- 
ſolved either to obſtruct their paſſage, or periſh in 
the attempt; and at their firſt approach ſent them 
word not to venture further into the country at 
their peril, Their old maſters were doubtleſs no 
leſs affronted than ſurprized at the boldneſs of this 
unexpected meſſage; but remembering that they 
had none but their quondam flaves now to encoun- 
ter, they did not ſo much as vouchſafe them an 
anſwer, but fell immediately a conſulting upon 
the moſt effectual method of puniſhing their inſo- 
lence, and forcing their way homewards through 
them, 5 

Several very hot skirmiſhes paſſed between them 
without any conſiderable advantage on either ſide, 
for the ſlaves fought with moſt deſperate fury, as 
well knowing that they muſt expect a very terrible 
doom if they did not either conquer or die, They 
were moreover very advantageouſly poited, and ſo 
ſtrongly fortified and entrenched, that they mult in 
all likelihood have driven their maſters back, had 
not one of the Scythian lords bethought himſelf of 
a ſtratagem, which opened at once an caſy and rea- 
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dy way both to defeat their oppoſers, and to recs. 
ver their native homes from them. He told the 
reſt of his fellow warriors, that he thought it a f 
ſhameful thing for them to fight with ſlaves as with 
their equals, and that if they ever deſigned to [mW 
force them into ſubmiſſion, they muſt fall upon 
them, not with ſword and lance, and other war- 
like weapons, but with whips and ſcourges, ſuch 
as they had been formerly wont to be chaſtiſcd 
with, The advice was univerſally approved, and 
executed with ſurprizing ſucceſs ; for the daſtard- 
ly ſlaves were taken with ſuch dread and terror at | 
the very approach of this new and unexpected 
kind of war, that they laid down their weapons, 
and fled with the utmoſt precipitation.  'T hoſe 
that fell afterwards into their exaſperated maſters 
hands, were executed with the utmoſt ſeverity, 
As for the women, as ſoon as they were informed 
of the ill ſucceſs of this expedition, the greateſt 
part of them only ſought how to free themſelves 
trom a more cruel death, ſome by hanging, others 
by drowning. As many as were caught were 
made ſevere examples, to deter their young ones 
from following that of their mothers. 

In memory of this tranſaction a new medal or 
coin was ſtruck, called a Dingo, repreſenting a 
Scythian on horſeback ſhaking his whip over a ſlave, 
which is ſtill current among the Ruſſians, the de- 
ſcendants of theſe S:-ythians. And as to the women, 
it is ſcarcely to be doubted but their cuſtom, eſta- 
bliſhed from time immemorial, and preſerved to 
this very day. which obliges every bride to preſent 
her future ſpouſe, even before marriage, with a 
whip curivuſly wrought with her own hands. and 
known amongſt them by the name of Puddkey, 
owes its origin to that inſtance of female infidelity 
we have bcen giving above ; and it may perhaps ” 

alſo 
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alſo the reaſon why the women in theſe northern 
climates are uſed with a ſeverity unuſual to our 
ſouthern ones. Herodotus, Tuſtin. See alſo Fletch- 
rr Ruſſian Commonwealth, and Sir Malter Ra- 


leigh's Hiſtory of the World. 


From the foregoing hiſtories it will not be dif- 
ficult to obſerve how greatly prejudice, cuſtom, 
and a wrong education, contributes to this unto- 
ward turn of our minds, and how difficult it 
is to rid ourſelves of this pernicious weed after 
it has taken ſuch ſtrong root, and has ſpreat it- 
ſelf ſo univerſally as to choak up every good ſeed 
that is thrown among it. Now ell this might be 
nevertheleſs eaſily rectified by a good and careful 
education. But before this ſalutary medicine can be 
introduced into the world, and become as univer- 
ſal as the diſeaſe, parents, maſters and tutors, muſt 
be firſt convinced of its neceſſity ; they muſt be 
made ſenſible of the ill effects of thoſe prejudices 
which they have imbibed through cuſtom ani a 
wrong education; they muſt quite diveſt them- 
ſelves of their long- contracted fondneſs for them, 
before they can be prevailed upon to bring up their 
children in a contrary way of acting and thinking. 
For as in the diſtempers of the body, eſpecially, 
for inſtance, in thoſe of the skin, men will be apt 
to prefer the pleaſure of ſcratching to the benefit 
of a cure, unleſs they be well apprized of the dan- 
ger of letting them run to too great a head; ſo in 


WE thoſe of the mind, nothing but a thorough inſight 


into their ill conſequences, their unreaſonabl-nefs 
or injuſtice, can make us perceive the neceſſity of 
rectifying them in thoſe whom providence, nature 

or chance, has committed to our care. 
The Romans, as well as other ancient nations, 
were fo blinded to ſome favourite prejudices, that 
15 they 
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they cultivated ſeveral deſtructive vices in their chil. 
dren under the ſpecious notion of virtues; ſuch a; 
ambition, the love of glory and conqueſt, of 
wealth and power, ſelf- murder, and many others, 
of which we have had occaſion to ſpeak in the 
foregoing hiſtories, ſee page 10. & ſeq. Education 
and cuſtom had given them ſuch a ſanction, that 
they never gave themſelves the trouble to enquire 
how far it was either right or wrong, conſonant, 
or contrary to reaſon and juſtice, Could they 
have viewed them with our eyes, or in thoſe foul 
and ugly colours in which the religion of Jeſus 
Chriſt has juſtly repreſented them, it is very likely 
they would have been ſo far from intailing a love 
and fondneſs for them on their poſterity, that they 
would have taken the moſt effectual means to in- 
ſpire them with a contempt and averſion to them, 
For as to all thoſe principles which either really 
were, or which they had been taught to believe to 
be virtuous, they were careful to a wonder to inſt| 
them into their young ones, and as ſevere, on the 
other hand, in puniſhing the neglect or breach of 
them; and this ſometimes with ſuch ſtrictneſs and 
impartiality, as is ſcarcely known amongſt us 
Chriſtians. This will therefore-be a proper place 
inſert under the next head ſome of the moſt re— 
markable inſtances of this paternal ſeverity, as well 
2s of the ill effects of being remiſs in a matter ef 
ſ.ch great and public importance, 
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Severity of PARENTS fo their CHILDREN. 


* L. F-preſervation, and a defire of 
propagating his kind, are principles 
n common to men with other ani- 
mals. That the latter of theſe might 
have its due effect, it was neceſſary 

that it ſhould be followed with that 

love and care ſor their offspring which reigns 
throughout the ſenſitive creation. Brutes, we lee, 
make all due proviſion for their young, and fight 
in their defence with the utmoſt animoſity; nor 
has man hardly a ſtronger. ſpring of action than 
the care and ſafety of his little ones. So that next 
after ſelf love, the tenderneſs of a parent, which 
may be found perhaps to participate of it, ſeems 
moſt deeply rooted in the heart. However, theſe 
noble and neceſfary inſtincts, in men of uncommon 
generoſity, or ſuperior underſtanding, have ſome- 
times given way to higher and more prevailing in- 
tereſts ; ſuch as, Patriotiſm, or Love of our Coun- 
try, of which we have given inſtances before. "The 
pity of a parent, tho* an embiem of the divine- 
comparton, has been extinguiſhed by a zealous pa- 
triotiſm, an inflexible love to juſtice, and in aſſert- 
ing a ſuppoſed property, and abſolute authority over 
children, who may, in ſome caſes, as it is ima- 
gined, forfeit their lives to thoſe from whom they 
reccived them, The examples I am going to pro- 
1 6 | duce, 
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duce, teach us how far the notions of juſtice, ho- 
nour, and a public ſpirit, to ſay nothing of rel. 
gion, may get the aſcendant over the dictates af 
nature. 


ee eee eee eee 


L. Junivs BRU Tus“, à ROMAN cou, 
inflicts a capital puniſhment on his two ſons fir 
treaſon. | 


ARQUIN, ſirnamed the Proud, the laſt and 
worſt king of Rome, was depoſed and ba. 
piſhed by his ſubjects on account of a rape com- 
mitted by one of his diſſolute ſons on the virtuous 
Lucretia, as we have ſeen before, page 51,52, This 
noble lady, after bitterly lamenting the loſs of her 
honour, and conjuring her husband and friends not 
to let the villainy paſs unrevenged, pierced her 
heart with a dagger F. The Romans, having 
zot rid of their king, formed themſelves into a 
commonwealth, lodging the ſupreme executive 
power 


— * F 


* He was the ſon of M. Junius, murdered by Ter. 
quin in the beginning of his reign, and by acting the 
ideot for his ſecurity, got the name of Brutus. 

+ The patriot ſnatching the bloody poinard out of 
her boſom, and ſhewing it to the aſſembly, ** I ſwear, 
© {aid he, by this blood, which was once ſo pure, and 
which nothing but the deteſtable villainy of Tarquin 
* could have pclluted, that I will purſue L. Tarquinius 
„ the Proud, his wicked wife, and their children, with 
** fire and ſword ; nor will I ever ſuffer any of that fa- 
** mily, or any other whatſoever, to reign at Rome. 
Ve gods! I call you to witneſs this my oath.” At 
theſe words he preſented the dagger to the reſt of the 
company, and engaged them to take the ſame oath. 
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power in two officers of equal authority, annually 
choſen, called conſuls . The two firſt elected to 
this dignity were this famous Brutus and Collatinus, 
the husband of the deceaſed Lucretia. 

Though the exiled king was generally hated, 
yet, as it is natural to ſuppoſe, his ſons had a good 
number of young debauchees of quality in their 
intereſt, who were fond of reſtoring their king. 
Among them were three ſons of Collatine's ſiſter, 
and two brothers of Brutus's wiſe; theſe latter 
drew in Titus and Tiberius, the two ſons of Bru- 
tus. They reſolved to aſſaſſinate the conſuls, and 
let the Tarquins into the city by night ; and here- 
to they bound themſelves with the horrid ceremony 
of drinking the blood of a murdered man, and 
ſwearing over his trembling entrails. By good for- 
tune one Vindicius, a ſlave, peeped through a cre- 
vice, and ſaw all their myſteries. On his evidence 
the traitors were all ſeized, and the next morning 
the people were ſummoned to attend the trial, 
where Brutus and his collegue ſat on the tribunal 
of juſtice, 

The priſoners were brought in with their hands 
bound behind them, and tied to a ſtake. This 
was ſo melancholy a ſight that the people could 
hardly refrain from tears, and were in no ſmall 
anxiety about the ſentence which the conſuls were 
to pronounce, one againſt his ſons, the other a- 
gainſt his nephews. But Brutus, without betray- 
in the leaſt concern, began the trial with the exa- 

mination 


| 


From the word con/ulere, as ſignifying to watch for 
the public good; or, according to Varro, to conſult, or 
ask counſel ; becauſe the intent of thoſe who conſtituted the 
conſuls was, that they ſhould do nothing without the ad- 
vice of the people and ſenate, See the note on page 7. 
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mination of his ſons. Vindicius appeared againſt 
them, and his teſtimony was found unanſwerable, 
"Then Brutus ordered the letters to be read which 
his ſons had written to the Tarquins. The procf 
being clear, and the-priſoners having no anſwer to 
make but tears, Titus, faid their ſtern father, 
* and you, Tiberius, what have you to offer in 
your defence?“ They were thrice called upon, 
and tears were ſtill their anſwer. Upon this, the 
greater part of the ſcnators being moved with com- 
paſſion, a confuſed murmur was heard, baniſh 
them, baniſh them. The whole aſſembly trembled, 
and expected the decition with horror, As the 
two criminals had nothing to ſay for themſclves, 
Brutus at length roſe up to give ſentence, upon 
which enfued a profound filence, every one pre- 
Tent oppcarmsz as concerned for the young men as 
for ther own childien, But Brutus, with a ſteady 
voice, not interrupted by a ſingle ſigh, turning to 
the lictors * who were the executioners, ** To 

© you, lictors, ſaid he, I deliver them; execute 
& the law upon them.” At thuſe words a loud 
ſhriek was heard, and the whole aſſembly cried out 
with one voice, „We give them back to their 
& country, and to their family,” But neither 
their interceſſion, nor the bitter lamentations of 
the young men, who called upon their father by 
the moſt endearing names, could ſoften the inflext- 
ble judge, nor even make him abate of the puniſh- 
ment inflicted in ſuch caſes on the moſt flagrant 
criminals, The liQors ſeized them, ſtripped them, 
firſt tore their backs with rods, then extended them 

on 


* 
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* The lictors were ſerjeants attending the magiſtrates. | 
They uſually carried the faſces, or bundles of rods, 
and an ax, to chaſtiſe offenders upon the ſpot. 


en MoRAL SUBJECTS, Sc. 183 


on the ground, and chopped off their heads with 
an ax, Brutus all the while gazing on the cruel 
ſpectacle with a ſteady look, and unaltered counte- 
nance. In which behaviour, ſays Plutarch, he 
c either ated above the man, or below the brute.” 
When the execution was over, he quietly came 
down from his ſeat, quited the court, and left 
the reſt of the criminals to the diſcretion of his 
collegue, who being inclined to ſpare his kindred, 
and a broil likely to enſue, Brutus was again cal- 
led for. He appeared with the ſame firmneſs of 
mind as before, and aſcending the tribunal, told 
the multitude, that what he had done was by vir- 
tue of his paternal authority over his children; 
but that for the reſt of the delinquents, it belong- 
ed to them to determine their fate, and either con- 
demn his ſeverity by inſtances of lenity, or approve 
his firmneſs by inſtances of juſtice, The court 
choſe the latter, and fo ai! the conſpirators ſuffered 
death in the ſame manner as the ſuns of Brutus, 


Dionyſius Halicarnaſſeus, Plutarch's life of Popli- 


cola, 
e ee eee een eee 


T. Manrivs TorRQuaTus tries and banijhes 
his fon SILANUS for male-adininiſtration, obi] 


he for grief and ſhame kills himſelf, 
8 5 Manrius ToxQuaTus, beſides other 


e rare qualifications, was extremely well ver- 
ſed in the civil law, and the ſacred rites and cere- 
monies, H s ſon »:Janus, governor of Macedonia, 
having abuſed his authority, the ſtates of that pro- 
vince ſent deputies to Rome to complain of his cor- 
rupt adminiſtration, An information being laid 


before the ſenate, his father petitioned for a delay 
of 
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of judgment, till he himſelf had thoroughly exa- 
mined into his ſon's conduct. Upon this, ſo great 
was the opinion of the man's integrity and abili- 
ties, the whole houſe, with-cne conſent, and the 
plaintiffs themſelves, very readily ſubmitted- the 
matter to his fole cognizance and determination, 
For two days together he fat upon the trial at his 
own houſe, hearing and examining both ſides with 
the utmoſt application and impartiality. On the 
third day, in full court, he pronounced ſentence 
in theſe words; “ Since it appears to me, that my 
ſon Silanus, contrary to law and cuſtom, hath ta- 
ken money of the allies, I judge him an unworth 
member of the commonwealth, and of my fami- 
ly, and bid him begone out of my fight this in- 
ſtant.” Silanus, as it were thunderſtruck with ſo 
ſad and heavy a doom from his father's mouth, 
could not endure to ſee the light of another day, 
but the very next night hanged himſelf. Thus did 
Torquatus act the part of a ſevere and righteous 
judge, the honour of the commonwealth was vin- 
dicated, and the Macedonians had ample ſatisfaction 
made to them. One would now think that the 
_ father's rigour ſhould be ſoftened by the ſorrowful 
and penitent death of the ſon, No; on the con- 
trary, he did not ſo much as attend the funeral ſo- 
lemnity * ; nay, when it paſſed forth, he took not 
the leaſt notice, but ſtood ready, as uſual, to re- 
ceive the addrefles of his clients. He conſidered 
himſelf 


n 


* Suicide, or ſelf- murder, among the ancient Ro- 
mans and Pagans in general, was not branded with ig- 
nominy, as we have ſeen heretofore, ſee page 12, & 
ſeq. and 56, & ſeq. but in ſome circumſtances, as to 
avoid poverty, ſlavery, or ſhame, as in the preſent caſe, 
ariſing from too quick a ſenſe of ſhame and ignominy, 
was allowed, and even approved. 
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himſelf as the father of his country, to whom he 
owed more by the ties of ſociety, than he did to 
his children by thoſe of nature, eſpecially after 
theſe had forfeited the protection of it by ſuch open 
breaches of its laws. Livy, Dionyſius, Valerius 
Maximus, SC, | 


ofotototoivioloicioteist: fotototetotolol Foo, 
SPUR, CAss Tus 72 and put to death by 


his father. 


A8SIUS, a man of conſular dignity, was fa- 
mous for his conqueſt and triumph over the 


E Hernici, a brave Italian people, often at war a- 


gainſt the Romans, and now forced to yield to 
their ſuperior ſtrength. But as he was a man of a 
haughty and enterpriſing ſpirit, he took care to ſe- 
cure their friendſhip by the advantageous terms 
which he granted them after their ſubmiſſion, that 
they might, in caſe of neceflity, ſupport him in his 
ambitious defigns. His next politic ſtep was to 
gain the Roman populace, by propoſing what was 
then called the Agrarian law, or the diſtribution of 
the conquered lands among the people, which had 
been ſtrenuouſſy oppoſed by the Patricians, or Ro- 
man nobility. See the note on page 21. 

As he was as indefatigable as extenſive in his 
views, and ſcemed to aim at no leſs than the ſove- 
reign power, he was ſoon diſcovered and arreſted 
for it. The two conſuls for that year were ſcarce- 
ly entered into their office before they conveened, 
according to cuſtom, an aſſembly of the people to 
try him for high-treaſon, of which he was con- 
victed even by the evidence of thoſe very Hernici, 
for whom he had ſhewed ſuch an unpopular par- 
tiality, But his chief and unſuſpected accuſer was 
| | his 
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his own father, who plainly proved, before the 
new conſuls and the aſſembly, that he had been aim. 
ing at the ſovereignty. Caſſius, thus convicted by 
his father before his fellow citizens, was condemned 
by them to be put to death; whercupon the cl! 
gentleman, like another Brutus, cauſed him to be 
conducted to his own houſe, any there to be exe. 
cuted as a traitor, in the preſence of, and as an ex- 


ample to his whole family, Liyy, Dionyſius Ha- i: 


licarnaſſeus, and Valerius Maximus. 
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Titus MANL1vus cauſes his ſon to be executed 
before his face for fighting contrary to bis order. 


HE Romans were engaged in a dangerous war 
with the Latins “, who, being refuſed in 

their juſt demands of being admitted to an equal 
mare of offices, as well as privileges, with them, 
had renounced their confederacy, and taken uy 
arms againſt them, The conſuls, L. Decius and 
T. Manlius, took the field with a complete ar- 
my, and having held a council of war, it wa 
reſolved to revive the ancient military diſcipline 
in its utmoſt ſtrictneſs, the rather becauſe they had 
to do with an enemy who was no way inferior 
to them, and whoſe language, cuſtoms, weapons, 
and. eſpecially their art of war, agreed in all points 
with their own ; ſoldier was matched with ſoldier, 
centurion with centurion, and tribune with tribune, 
They had moreover made many campaigns deer 
ther, 


— 


— 


*The Latins were next neighbours to the Romans, 
and had been conquered by them; but upon account of 
their nearneſs and bravery, had been admitted into 3 
confederacy with them. 
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he cher, had fought battles in conjunction with them, 
mn. and were often comerades in the ſame company. 


by Þ In order therefore to avoid confuſion, and their 
4 WE mingling with the enemy, the conſuls thought fit 
10 co iſſue an order, that none ſhould leave his poſt, 
be or break his rank, upon any pretence, without 

e. ſpecial leave from the general. 
„Among the parties ſent out to view the poſture 
of the enemy, it happened that Titus Manl:us, the 
conſul's ſon, at the head of a ſquadron, had poſ- 
ſeſled himſelf of an eminence ſcarce a bowſhot 
dom the enemy's outguads. Near theſe were 
poſted the Tuſculan horſe, under the command of 


4 Geminius Melius, a young nobleman of reputation 
for his birth and exploits. This officer ſeeing the 
Roman cavalry, and the conſul's ſon, proudly 


r WT mounted at their head (for by long intercourſe 
men of diſtinction on both ſides were known to 
each other) called out, and asked what was become 


Jof the conſuls, and whether he was come to fight 
them with his ſingle troop? „* The conſuls, an- 
„ ſwers Manlius, will be here in good time, and 
© with them Jupiter, the avenger of broken alli- 
* ances, If we banged you at the lake Re- 
e gillum till you cried out for quarter, we ſhall 
© now take care to give you the ſame ſatisfattion 
* tf you dare ſtand the brunt.” At theſe words 
Gemelius putting his horſe forwards, “ Shall you 
* and I, ſays he, before the conſuls come up, en- 
*© gage in ſingle combat, that the event may ſhew 
** how much a Latin cavalier excels a Roman?“ 
Young Manlius, either tranſported by his natural 
ardor, or aſhamed to decline the challenge, could 
not contain himſelf ; but, quite forgetful of his fa- 
ther's order, runs heedleſs on the combat. The 
cavalry on both ſides drew back, till they left a 
(pace ſufficient for the champions to take their ca- 

| reer, 
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reer, when on a ſudden they ran at one another 
full ſpeed. The point of Manlius's javelin truck 
upon his adverſary's helmet, while the other paſſed 
over the neck of Manlius's * then, wheeling 
about for a ſecond charge, anlius, who fu} 
raiſed himſelf to repeat the ſtroke, ſtruck his ad- 
verſary's horſe between the ears. The beaſt, reer. 
ing on his hinder legs, vehemently ſhook his head, 
and threw off his rider, who, being much bruiſed, 
and endeavouring to riſe by the help of his lance 
and ſhield, was prevented by Manlius, who, with 
a freſh puſh, ran him in at the throat, ſo that the 
point of the weapon came out at his ribs, and nail- 
ed him to the earth, 

The conqueror, having ſtripped the ſlain, led off 
his party in triumph to the camp, and immedi- 
ately repaired to the general's tent, and preſcnting 
himſelf before his father with the ſpoils in his 
hand, „That all the world may know, ſays hr, 
„that I am your ſon, and of the true blood of 
% the Manhi, behold, Sir, the ſpoils which I won 
in ſingle combat by the death of an enemy who 
&« challenged me to fight.“ The father, hearing 
this, turned his back with indignation, and imme- 
*diately called an aſſembly by ſound of trumpet. 

A great multitude having flocked about him, he 
ſpake thus, directing his ſpeech to his ſon ; © Since 
„ thou, Titus Manlius, has neither obeyed the 
& orders of the conſuls, nor had the fear and reve- 
& rence due to a father before thine eyes, but hal 
„ tranſgreſſed the bounds, and deſerted the {tation 

© wherein thou wert placed, to go and fight an 
enemy, and thereby, as much as in thee lieth, 

& haſt ſubverted and overthrown the military dil- 

„ cipline, by which the commonwealth has been 

* hitherto ſupported ; and moreover haſt reduced 

% me to the ſad neceſſity of either diſregarding 

« myſclf 
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myſelf and family, or being unmindful of the 
public good, it is meeter that vengeance ſhould 
light where it is due, than that the public ſhould 
ſuſtain ſo great a damage by a private offence, 
We ſhall ſet indeed a melancholy, but a whole- 
ſome example, to the youth of poſterity. The 
natural nearneſs of a child to a parent, and the 
proof thou haſt given of thy valour and cou- 
rage, though ſet off with a falſe luſtre of ho- 
nour, tenderly affect me: but when I conſider 
that the orders of the conſuls will gain reſpect, 
and be enforced by thy death, but loſe their 
weight and be diſregarded by thy deliverance, 
I cannot ſuppoſe that even thyſelf, if thou haſt 
any thing of our blood in thee, canſt refuſe to 
« ſhed the ſame as an atonement for the breach 
ce thou haſt made in the laws of military diſcipline. 
&« Go, lictor, and bind him to the ſtake.” 

So cruel a ſentence ſtruck all the multitude with 
aſtoniſhment, and made their very blood chill in 
their veins. Every one fancied he ſaw the ax lift- 
ed up againſt himſelf, and ſtood mute rather 
through fear than awe, But when they beheld the 
head ſtruck off, and the blood ſtreaming down, 
nothing was heard but lamentations mixed with cur- 
ſes and tears, The corps of this unfortunate young 
gentleman, covered with the ſpoils of his enemy, 
was taken up by the ſoldiers (every one ftriving to 
be moſt brewed in the mournful office) and carried 
to a funeral pile erected for that purpoſe without the 
camp. Livy, &c. | 
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Aurus FuLvivs puts his ſon to death fy 
joining in CATILINE's conſpiracy, 


| Bop TILINE, the infamous conſpirator *, had, 
among many other diſſolute young men of 
quality, engaged to his party young Aulus Fulvius 
a very handſome and accompliſhed perſon, and the 
ſon of a worthy ſenator. Catiline had got toge- 
ther a body of regular forces at Feſulæ in Hetm- 
ria, who were continually reinforced from Rome 
and other parts of Italy. Among the reſt, young 


Aulus ſet out from his father's houſe, and was mak- 


ing the beſt of his way for Catiline's camp. His 
Aight was not ſo ſecret but the old gentleman had 
timely notice of it; who, gueſſing but too ſadly 
at the cauſe of it, immediately diſpatched ſome of 


his faithful ſervants after him. Theſe purſued him 


with ſuch ſpeed, that they ſeized him before hewas 
got half way thither, and brought him home. At 
the ſight of his fon the father, immediately taking 
upon him the part of a judge, tried, and —_ 

bim 


. 

— — 
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* Catiline was a nohleman of Rome, but of a very 
infamous character. He drew a vaſt number of the de- 
bauched youth into his conſpiracy, intending to ſeize 
the ſovereign power ; but he was timely diſcovered by 
the vigilance of the then worthy conſul M. T. Cicero, 
who cauſed him to be ſummoned, convicted, and pro- 
ſcribed by the ſenate. But he had timely conveyed 
himſelf away to Feſulz, where his rebellious troops 


were rendezvouſed ; however he did not eſcape his jul 


doom, being ſoon after defeated and killed by the con- 
ſular army ſent againſt him. 
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him of treaſon, and, by virtue of his paternal au- 
thority, condemned him, and ordered him to be 
executed at his own houſe, reminding him at part- 
ing, that he begat him to ſerve his country againſt 
Catiline, not to ſerve Catiline againſt his country, 
Valerius Maximus. 
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Hs paternal ſeverity was not confined to the 
Romans; we have ſeen under a former 
head, page 42, & ſeq. that the Spartans and other 
Greek nations puniſhed their children with death, 
whenever they were wanting in their duty to their 
country, whether at home or in the field. Even 
China, Japan, and other polite nations, in the ut- 
moſt verge of the Eaſt- Indies, abound with exam- 
ples of this kind; among which we ſhall content 
ourſelves with ſubjoining thoſe that follow, 


Lew GWI Cnrn * 4 Cnintss I general, 
puts his fon to death for diſobeying his orders, 


FD 1s officer, commanding a body of troops 
at Shu Chew in troubleſome times, fell ſick 
with the fatigue, One of his younger ſons, ſuf- 

fering 


8 
— n — —_— 
. 


2 


— 


* The Chineſe words are all monoſy llables. 

+ China is a very large, populous, and flouriſhing 
empire in the moſt eaſtern part of Aſia. Its inhabi- 
tants are polite, ingenious, and extremely indultrious, 
'They are furniſhed with excellent moral precepts deli- 
vered down from their antient ſages, eſpeciaily the great 
Conſuſius, for whoſe memory they have the highelt ve- 
neration. The Engliſh trade at Canton, a port on the 
ſouthern coaſla of China. 
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fering himſelf to be mifled by others, took that oy. 
portunity to paſs the river Whal, contrary to the 
orders that had been publiſhed, denouncing death 
to the perſon who ſhould preſume to violate it. Ons 
of the centinels giving notice of this proceeding, 
the commander, without the leaſt heſitation, con. 
demned his ſon to the puniſhment threatened by the 
proclamation. As both the father and the for 
were very well beloved, all the officers intercedel 
for mercy 3 but finding the father inflexible, they 


thought to compaſs their deſign by means of the 


mother. Accordingly they addreſſed themſelves ty 
her, and informing her of the danger her fon wa 
in, which they imagined had been concealed from 
her, they prefled her to obtain his pardon. © [ 
„love my ſon tenderly, replied ſhe; to ſee him 
& die ſo young, and by the hand of juſtice, i 
vat pierces my heart, But, on the other fide, 
„ ſhould we ſpare him, the family of the Ley 
« would be wanting in their duty to their prince, 
« No; I cannot oppoſe the execution of the ſen- 
© tence,” In ſhort, the young man was cut in 
two, as the law directed. After which his father 
and mother, gathering up the body, beſtowed on 
it publicly all the tokens imaginable of their ten- 
derneſs. A ſpectacle which drew tears from the 
eyes even of thoſe who were not at all moved at 
the death of the fon, P. Du Halde. 
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12 authority of a mother over her children, although 
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married. 


P Mons Fu, and his brother Tſu King, 


were two of the greateſt men which the age 


chey lived in produced. This was owing to their 
mother, who, having loſt her husband very young, 
educated them with great care, and even much ſe- 


verity, whereof I ſhall give an inſtance. Theſe 


= two young men, who were already married, and 


intruſted with the care of their family, one day 


ſtaying a young man of their acquaintance to din- 


ner with them, the mother, according to her 
cuſtom, enquired of a truſty ſervant who the per- 


ſon was they had invited, and what diſcourſe paſ- 


ſcd at table? „It is ſuch a one, replies the ſer- 
= © vant; their whole talk was about a girl, who, 


„they ſaid, was very handſome, and the gentle. 
man inſinuated that one of them might buy her 
for a miltreſs.” The good mother, enraged at 
this account, ſent for her two ſons, and repri- 
manded them ſeverely. ** Such a perſon, ſaid ſhe, 
«© whom you keep company with, has a poiſoned 
tongue, which is fit only to corrupt you. Are 
there no wiſe and virtuous men in the neigh- 
bourhood ? None that you can have an intimacy 
with, but ſuch rakes as he? What diſcourſe is 
this you had at dinner? Inſtead of making vir- 
tue and the ſciences your ſubjects, you have 
talked only of ſuch things as corrupt the heart. 
Know that I will not ſufter you to go on in ſuch 
an evil way without oppoſing it to the utmoſt of 
my power,” Having uttered theſe words ſhe 
«etired, and was a whole month without ſpeaking 
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a word to either of them. The younger was þ 
afflicted at his mother's ſilence, that he went duly 
twice a day to ask pardon proſtrate at her feet, an 
intreat her only to ſpeak one word to him. Th 
elder, tho“ not quite ſo flexible, was yet ſo fx 
touched as to ſhed abundance of tears, conjurim 
his mother to reſtore him to her favour. However, 
their pardon was not granted till after repeated pr 
miſes never to have the leaſt correſpondence with 


the party abovementioned, nor any other of thx 
ſtamp. Du Halde. 


ES ESYEBIPEBYESYEBI ESL 


A mother kills her ſen for rebelling againſt bis prin 


NDER the dynaſty “ of the Tang, Ku Wha 
Nghen, an audacious and enterprizing perſon 

put himſelf at the head of a party that had beet 
forming ſome time againſt the emperor. One dy, 
above the reſt, his mother reproached him for his 
crime; * Wretch, ſaid ſhe, notwithſtanding al 
« my remonſtrances, do you ſtill continue in your 
5c rebellion againſt your prince from whom you 


56 have received nothing but favours ? ” When 


ſhe had ſpoke theſe words, ſhe took a knife that 


lay by her, and ſuddenly plunged it in his boſom, 
and in the mean time cried out, To my prince ' 


and to my country I ſacrifce this villain,” Du 
Halde. 
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A dynaſty is a ſucceſſion of princes of the ſame linz Bl 


or family, 
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Vie BS a u xs ſevere ſentence againſt his brave ſon 
far JONATHAN. 
Ting | 


E ſhall conclude this head of paternal ſeveri- 
1 ty with that famous ſentence which Saul king 
Mt the Jews paſſed upon his valiant fon and ſucceſſor 
7 onathan. The Jews had by this time ſmarted a 
Conſiderable while under the tyranny of the Phili- 
aines *, and had been {tripped by them of all kinds 


ok offenſive weapons, and of all thoſe artificers and 

K 2 meh 
uct, = 00G LI EIN 
hay * As God made ue of the Iſraelites to root out ido- 
on latry from amcng the Canaanites, he was pleaſed to pro- 
een miſe to them that their proſperity and happineſs ſhould 
lay, Wril: and fall according as they ſhewed themſelves more 


Wor leſs obedient to his command. Accordingly, ſo long 
Jas they continued deſtroying all the idols temples, groves 
Wand altars, and expreſſed an abhorrence of their idola- 
rous worſhip, ſo long we find them thriving and pro- 
perous to a wonder; but as ſoon as they began to be 
infected with the abominations of their neighbours, ſo 
ure were they to ſmart for it, and to groan under ſome 
cveie Javery under thoſe very nations whoſe gods they had 
adopted into their worſhip. And again, as ſoon as their 
—_n.hment had brought them to a ſenle of their impie- 
and ingratitude to God, fo ſure were they to be again 
nuraculcuſly delivered, and reſtored to their former pro- 
perity. Concerning which you may read the book of 
he which is full of theſe inſtances of their riſe and 
fall. 38 
And this was doubtleſs a moſt eff:Qual way to have 
onvinced the idolatrous Canaanites of the falſity of 
their own religion. For they could not but have argued | 
3 bus with themſelves: Since, theſe Iſraelites, who wor- 
p ancther God, and make ſuch a terrible havock a- 


mong- 
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tools by which they might poſſibly furniſh them. 
ſelves with new ones. The Philiſtines army way 
now encamped in an advantageous valley, orer 
againſt that of the Jews; they were vaſtly ſuperior 
to them in number, ſtrength, and we may add, in 
heart, becauſe they knew that the enemy had no 

other weapons to fight them with but ſuch as were 


of the ruſtic kind, and deſigned for husbandry, 
and not for war. 


In 
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mong thoſe of our country, are ſo proſperous, and get 
ſuch advantages over us, it muſt follow, that their God 
is a greater and more powerful one than any of ours, 
who ſufter their idols, altars and worſhippers to be de- 
ſtroyed by them, Or rather it ſhews, that their God is the 
only true one, and conſequently that it is our wiſeſt and 
beſt way to forſake our own falſe and deluſive ones, 
and cleave to him, Eſpecially ſince we ſee how ſevere- 
ly he puniſhes his people whenever they pay any regard 
or worſhip to ours. This may be allo the very reaſon 
why all the promiſes in the law of Moſes are of a tem- 
poral kind; ſuch as plenty of corn, wine and oil, mul- 
titude of children, fruitful ſeaſons, victory and domini- 
on over their enemies, and ſuch like. See Exodus xxili. 
22. to the end. Deuter. xxvii. For jt was only for the 
ſake of theſe earthly bleflings that the heathen worſhip- 
ped their falſe gods, and would moſt likely be the more 
ſtrongly induced to worſhip the true One, when they 
found that it was from him alone that all thoſe bleſſings 
came. 

However that be, as the Iſraelites, whenever they failed 
to perform their part, were publickly ſeen and known 
to ſuffer for their neglect; 55 their puniſhment ſerved 
equally to convince them and their neighbours, that God 


alone had the diſpoſal of miſery as well as happineſs, of 


death as well as life. It was for ſome ſuch new diſobe- 


dience that they were now ſuffering under the hand of 
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In this extremity was Saul and his army, and 
what increaſed it ſtill more was, that his men, 
being taken with a pannic fear, forſook him, to 
go and ſeek for ſhelter in rocks and caves, when 
the brave Jonathan, moved by a divine impulſe, 
and accompanied by. his armour-bearer, ſurprized 
one of the enemy's vanguards, and put them to 
flight, The unexpected confuſion with which 
theſe fled, threw an univerſal terror through the 
Philiſtine army, who thereupon forſook their camp, 
and fled with the utmoſt precipitation, leaving their 
arms and baggage behind, imagining that Saul 
was at their heels with a high hand and a powerful 
army. So great a terror is an unforeſeen accident. 
apt to throw a whole hoſt into; for Saul was far 
diſtant, and quiet enough, and as unwilling as una- 
ble to engage them. 
However, as ſoon as he found that the enemy's 
motion was not a ſham, but real flight, both he 
and his men took freſh courage, and purſued them 
with ſuch fierceneſs and rapidity, that they made a. 
great ſlaughter among their rear, whilſt thoſe da- 
ſtardly men, who lay bleeching on the rocks, or 
concealed in their caverns, and had not the cou- 
rage to go and ſhare in the danger with their bre- 
thren, upon ſeeing the advantage which they had 
now gained over the enemy, came tumbling down 
in all haſte to ſhare with them in the plunder. 
And ſo eager was the Jewiſh monarch to make the 
moſt of his victory whilſt the day-light laſted, that 
he cauſed make a proclamation through his whole 
army, forbidding, under pain of death, any of his 
men to ſtop to take the leaft refreſhment till night, 
This prohibition had more raſhneſs than good po- 
licy in it; for if his men, who became faint and 
tired for want of nouriſhment, had been but al- 
owed to have refreſhed themſelves a while, they 
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might have purſued with greater briskneſs, and get 
a more complete victory. But as for Jonathan, 
who knew nothing of his father's proclamation, 
tho* he was no leſs eager in his purſuit, yet, being 
at length quite ſpent with hunger and wearineß, WW 
he had the preſence of mind to put a ſmall quanity WR tt 
of honey into his mouth, which he ſcaſonaby c 
found dropping from the trees *, and was ſo well v 
recruited with it, that he was able to follow his cz. h 
reer with freſh ſtrength and courage, till nigit MW t 
coming on, obliged the king to found a retreat, t 
And now they were at leiſure to enquire aſter ſ 

the greatneſs of their victory, and the vaſt quan- 
"tity of arms, tents, and the other rich plunder c 
which the enemy bad left behind, but more parti- WT 1 
cularly after the cauſe of their ſudden and unhoped 
for flight, But, unfortunately for the brave and 
ſucceſsful Jonathan, it was ſcarcely known through Wt 
the Iſraclitiſh camp that his ſurprizing valour andi 
| bravery 
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* The land of Promiſe is often in ſcripture called a 
land flowing with milk and honey, on account of its 
then extraordinary fertility. As fr honey, they had it 
in very great quantities, and of ſeveral kinds. One kind 
of it was made of dates, another by the garden- bets, 
whom they kept in hives; and the laſt was that which 
the wild ones gathered and depolited in hollow trees and 
rocks, and even between the branches of the trees. 
And this is what they called wild honey, of which they 
had ſuch quantities, that their woods are ſaid to have 
dropt it from the boughs. It was ſome of this ſort that 
Jonathan refreſhed himſelf with as he was croſſing a 
wood. We may further obſerve, that the honey of this 
country muſt have been in great eſteem abroad, ſince we 
find good old Jacob ſending ſome of it among his other 
preſents into Egypt, which can ſcarcely be ſuppoſed to 
have been deſtitute of it, tho' it had none ſo fine 33 
that of Canaan, | 


um — * 9 
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bravery had been the ſole fountain of their confu- 
bon and rout, before his father was alſo apprized 
of his having broke his command, and eaten ſome 
wild honey in his way through the wood. In vain 
did the young prince excuſe himſelf with proteſting 
that he was altogether ignorant of his royal pro- 
clamation; the implacable king looking upon him 
with a ſtern countenance, as if he had forgot all 
his ſervices, aſſured him with an oath that he ſhould 
be put to death, notwithſtanding his having been 
the happy inſtrument of ſaving his country from 
E ſlavery and deſtruction. | 


This dreadful ſentence amazed all the camp, and 


damped all their joy. As for Jonathan, he only 


ventured to complain againſt the too rigid ſeverity 
of it, whilſt the reſt of the army did not ſcruple 
to call it an unjuſt, ungrateful, and unnatural one, 


© But as ſoon as they found that Saul did not intend to 


mind their cenſures, or to be wrought upon by the 
modeſt behaviour and intreaties of his fon, they 
bravely reſolved to force him to it, by declaring, 
one and all, and with as ſolemn an oath as he had 
iworn his ſon's death, to ſtand in his defence, and 
rather loſe their own lives, than ſuffer a hair of their 
noble deliverer to be hurt. When the king ſaw 
their reſoluteneſs to ſave the brave Jonathan at any 
rate, he was obliged to retract his harſh and unjuſt 
ſentence, and no doubt but when he came to think 
more coolly upon it, the more he confidered it, the 
more joyful he was of being ſo happily prevented 
from putting it in execution, and the more he 
thought his ſon worthy to be again received into 
favour. 1 Samuel xiv. throughout. 
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T is now time to paſs on to the ſe- 
K cond point we propoſed to ſhew un- 

der this head, viz. the ſad effects of 
being remiſs in the education of 
p youth, The facred hiſtory plainly 
ſhews, that thoſe words in the ſecond 
commandment, that God puniſhes the fins of the 
fathers upon the children, & c. doth equally mean 
and imply, that he alſo puniſhes thoſe fathers ſome. 
times for the ſake of, and at other times by the 
children. In the firſt ſenſe we read of wicked fa- 
thers puniſhed for the ſake or amendment of their 
children. Thus Manaſſeh, who was one of the 
wickedeſt kings that ever the Jews had, was ſo 
ſeverely puniſhed for bis idolatries, murders, and 
impieties, that his ſon Joſiah happily took warn- 
ing by him, and became one of their beſt and 
moſt pious monarchs, On the other hand, David, 
tho” a good king, yet for his remiſsneſs to his chil- 
dren was puniſhed by- that very ſon Abſalom, 
whom his too great fondneſs. had ſuffered to be 
corrupted both in his principles and morals. As 
this is a ſignal inſtance of the danger of ſuch a re- 
miſsneſs both to the parents and to the children, we 
ſhall begin with it. 


David's 
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Davin's remiſuuſi and ASA LON unnatural 
rebellian ſeverely puniſhed. - 


D* VID, king of Iſrael, tho' in moſt reſpects 
an excellent prince, yet was not without 
ſome conſiderable failings, which the ſcripture has 
left upon record, to remind us that the beſt of 
men are not exempt from faults, which, tho? they 
do not exclude them from the favour of God, if 
timely repented of, yet do neceſlarily, as it were, 
bring ſome proper puniſhment upon them in order 
to their amendment, and to be a warning and de- 
terment to others. Among other failings of this 
great monarch, he was exceedingly fond of his chil- 
dren, and betrayed an extreme remiſsneſs in the 
management of them. Abſalom ſeems to have 
been his chief favourite above all the reſt, and this 
not for any princely virtue for which he excelled 
his brethren, but for the extraordinary comelineſs 
of his perſon , and the beauty of his body, ra- 
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This young prince was the ſon of David by Maa- 
cah, the daughter of Tolmai, king of Geſhur, a ſmall 
Kingdom in Syria, on the other ſide Jordan. See 2 Sa- 
muel iii. 3. He was ſo complete a beauty from head 
to foot, that he had not. his fellow in all Iſrael. Among 
other things, he is {aid to have had ſuch a fine large 
head of hair, that when he cut it off it weighed two 
hundred ſhekels, that is, about fifty ounces ; a vaſt 
weight to wear on one's head, eſpecially in thoſe hot 
countries. But it is much ,more probable, that what is 
called there the weight, means the value; ſo that the 
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ther than for that of the mind; a very great fault 
this was in a father and a king, who ought to 
have obſerved long before how much his partial 
fondneſs for this favourite ſon, joined to a high 
conceit he had of himſelf, had corrupted his mind, 
and ſwelled him up with pride, ambition, re- 
venge, and other courtly vices *, 


Abſalom 


——- — a. —_—— — — 


A 
n 
— 


meaning of it is, that when cut off, it was valded at 
five ounces of filver, or about fifty of our crowns, 

However, a fine head of hair it certainly was, and 
he muſt have been very fond of preſerving it, ſince, 
-when he went to engage his father's army, he wore it 
full, and long enough to bear the weight of his body, 
whereby that ornament of his, in which he took the 
moſt pride, became the inſtrument of his death. 

* Abſalom, young and haughty as he was, had fo 
well learned the courtly art of diſſimulation, as to con- 
ceal his reſentment for the affront which Ammon, ano- 
ther of the king's ſons, had offered to his fiſter Tamar, 
during the ſpace of two whole years, in ſuch a manner 
that his brother did not doubt but all was intirely for- 

got; and they ſeemed again ſo well reconciled, that not 
only Ammon, but even David was drawn into the ſnare, 
David in permitting, and Ammon in accepting of Abſa- 
lom's invitation to a feaſt, where he was aſſaſſinated by 
his orders in the midſt of their jollity. 

After this, Abſalom fled to Geſhur, where he ſtaid 
three years with his father-in-law ; but found means, 
during this abſence, to draw in Joab, David's general, 
to his intereſt, who quickly perſuaded the King to recall 
him, tho* not to admit him into his preſence for two 
years. But Abſalom behaved himſelf in ſo politic a 
manner during all that time, that his father was again 
reconciled to him, and by his unſeaſonable fondneſs al- 
torded him the opportunity of rebelling againſt him. 
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Abſalom had long ſince had ſeveral opportunities 
of diſcovering this his father's blind fide, particu- 
larly in his being ſo eaſily reconciled to him after 
E the murder of his brother Ammon, and without 
any other puniſhment than his being excluded two 
# years from coming to court; and therefore, like 
an unnatural ſon, or rather monſter of nature, 
© reſolved to repay all this exceſſive fondneſs with 
the vileſt of treaſohs, and to deprive his indulgent 
father both of his crown and life. To atchieve 
this horrid perfidy, he began to ſet up a ſumptuous 
retinue and equipage, ſuch as had not yet been 
known till then in Iſrael, and to ſhew himſelf in 
that pompous guiſe to the people, ſometimes with 
an affected popularity and condeſcenſion, at other 
times with a ſeeming compaſſion for the abuſes 
which were ſuffered to be committed under his fa- 
ther's noſe, aſſuring them, that if he was once up- 
on the throne, he would prove another ſort of pro- 
tector of the poor and injured than it was now in 
his power to be. . 

By theſe, and ſuch like ſtratagems, he had ſo 
ſar gained the hearts of the populace, that they be- 
gin to wiſh him in good earneſt upon his father's 
throne, All this time he. forgot not to engage 
as many of the great ones of the kingdom to his 
party as he dared reveal his deſigns to. Among 
theſe was that famous ſtateſman Ahitophel, who 
was univerſally looked upon as an oracle in politic 
affairs, and was caſily gained over by the young 
prince, as he had received a fingular injury from 
his father x. Horſes, chariots, and other warlike 

ſtores 


* 


— * Ahitophel was the father of Eliam, the father of 
Dachſtebah, whom David had debauched, and after: 
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ſtores were next got together in ſuch quantities, 
and with ſuch bareface, as muſt have opened the 
. king's Jes had he not been blinded by his own fx 


tal fondneſs. At length, when every thing wa; 
ripe for execution, the young traitor gave the fig. 
nal to have his treaſon proclaimed firſt in Jeruſz- 
lem, and from thence in all the cities of the king. 
dom, by the ſound of the trumpet, and the ſhouts 
of, Long live king Abſalom. All which was car. 
ried on and executed with ſuch ſecrecy and ſpeed, 
that David, who never yet ſeems to have ſo much 
as dreamed of his ſon's rebellion, was forced on a 
ſudden to ſave himſeif by a ſpeedy flight, accom- 
panied with ſome ſtedfaſt friends, and leave his pa- 
lace to the care of his concubine = 
Abſalom, in the mean time, marching directly 
towards Jeruſalem at the head of a numerous 
force, was received into that metropolis without 
any difficulty, and went immediately to take poſ- 
ſeſſion of the royal palace, where, by the advice 
of Ahitophel, he began his treaſonable reign with 
an unparallelled inceſt, to ſhew the people that he 
bid defiance to his father, and expected no mercy 
from him. His next advice to him was, to pur- 
ſue his father and his little flying camp immediate- 
ly, whilſt their ſurprize and fatigus made them 
incapable of defence; but this helliſh advice hav- 
ing been defeated by Huſhai, a worthy friend of 
the king's, who had joyned Abſalom only to'de- 
feat all his meaſures. Ahitophel, finding his advice 
| ver- 
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wards married; but as he did not think the injury done 
to his grand daughter and to his family ſufficientiy recom · 
penced by that marriage, it is no wonder if that re- 
vengeſul politician did 10 calily join with the ſon to de- 
throne the father. | 


4 
* 
5 
* 
* . 
K 
_ 
* 
4, 
= 
4 
= 
4 
5 
* 
4 
I 
© 
VB 
3 
2 
4 
1 
z 
<4 
P 
12 
. 
= 
7 
ta 
; 
2 
7 
. 
1 
v 


n MoRAL SUB J ZEers, Sc. 205 
over: ruled, left the council, and went and han 
himſelf; and Abſalom and his men tarried at Je- 
ruſalem that night, which gave his father time to 
retire further from him. r 

In the mean time the diſconſolate king took his 
march from his metropolis in ſuch a mournful and 
dejected manner, as pierced the hearts of all that 
beheld him. He moved at the head of a ſmall 
troop of faithful friends with his eyes bathed with 
tears, his face veiled, his loins covered with ſack- 
cloth, his legs and feet bare, his clothes rent *, and 
his great heart broken at the thoughts of his ſon's 
unnatural crimes and ingratitude; and, to com- 
plete his wretchedneſs, he faw himfelf inſulted, re- 
viled, and curſed by an inveterate enemy belong- 


. 


_ _ Aa —_— 


* This was the uſual way in which the Jews kept 
their folema mourning. They uſed to fit upon t 
ground ſeven days, with aſhes upon their heads, ſack- 
cloth upon their Joins, their faces veiled, and their feet 
bare. During that time they did neither bathe nor waſh 
themſelves, or go into a bed, or take any kind of re- 
treſhment that could give them any pleaſure. Their 
bread and water was called the bread and water of af- 
fiction ; ſo that their mourning might be really ſuch, 
if not for the loſs of the dead perſon, at leaſt for be- 
ing obliged to mortify themſelves ſo long upon his ac- 
count, 

But David's mourning for his worſe than'dead ſon was 
real, and of the deepeſt kind,; and though his flight 
did not permit him to lie upon the ground, yet his 
walking barefoot ſo many miles in the ſtony country, 
and in that afflicted condition, interceding all that while 
with heaven for him, ſhews that he was more ſenſibly 
affected with his ſon's guilt than with his own danger. 
And this it was that made him grieve more deeply than 
ever after he heard of his death and irretrievable loſs 
both as to this and the next life, 


206 SELECT HISTORIES 


ing to the houſe of Saul. Under this complicated 
load of grief he marched to the river Jordan, and 
not thinking himſelf ſafe enough on the ſide of 
that river, he croſſed it with his handful of men, 
and had at length the comfort, amidſt all his trou- 
bles, to ſee himſelf met and reinforced by a great 
number of his faithful friends, who brought with 
them likewiſe plenty of proviuany and other con- 
veniencies for his little army 

Here he had ſcarcely refreſhed himſelf that night, 
before news, was brought to him. that the traitor 
Abſalom was coming againſt him with a powerful 
army; upon which he was forced to make the beſt 
preparation he could againſt him, deſigning him- 
ſelf to command at leaſt one part of his army, 
whilſt he committed the other part to the care of 
Joab and his brethren. But Joab was too expe- 
rienced a general to ſufter the king to hazard him» 
Nelf in that battle, as rightly judging, that if he 
ſhould, the traitors would bend all their forces 
againſt him, and by his death ſecure an eaſy vic- 
tory to Abſalom. When David found that it was 
not ſafe for him to engage, he entred into the city 
of Mahanaim, and left the command of his army 
to Joab and his two brothers, with this ſtrict, 
but ſurprizing charge, to be very careful to fave, 
if poſſible, his rebellious and unnatural fon, 

The battle was ſoon after begun with great fu- 
ry on both fides, in the neighbourhood of a 
thick wood, and Abſalom, who was mounted on a 
ſtately mule, was proudly ranging through his ar- 
my, and encouraging them to fight, having alrea- 


* loſt a great number of them through the brave 


of David's men. At length the "fierce beaſt, 
** frighted by their ſhouts, or puſhed on by 
the avenging hand of heaven, rode away with the 


arch- traitor "through ſome of the thickeſt 9 
t 
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the wood, where the bough of an oak having 
caught hold of his buſhy hair, and the mule ſtill 
galloping on, he was left ſuſpended in the air, with- 
out being able to diſintangle himſelf from it. The 
news of this was ſoon brought to Joab by one of 
David's men, and was led by him with all the 
haſte he could to the place, where he found Abſa- 
lom ſtill ſuſpended and alive, and in ſpight of the 
king's command to the contrary, pierced his heart 
with three darts, and put a final end both to the 
traitor's life, and to the rebellion ; for as ſoon as 
the reſt of the rebels heard of Abſalom's death, 
they betook themſelves to flight, upon which Joab 
cauſed a retreat to be ſounded to prevent a further 
effuſion of blood. David's army ſoon returned 
victorious to Jeruſalem, whilſt the king, more af- 
fected with the tragical end of his unnatural ſon, 
than with the ſenſe of his own danger and eſcape, 
was the only one that went back mourning, and 


with a heavy heart. 2 Samuel xiil. and following 
to the xix. 


12 J 8 b 8 


Er.i and his two ſons ſeverely puniſhed, they for 
their wickedneſs, and he for his remiſineſs to 


them, 


L1, the high-prieſt, and judge of the Iſrae- 
lites, tho', in other reſpects, a pious and zea- 
lous perſon, had yet been ſo ſhamefully remiſs and 
indulgent to his two ſons Hopluii and Phineas, that 
they were grown up to a moſt ſcandalous heighth of 
wickedneſs ; inſomuch that their outrages to * | 
who 
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who uſed to come to worſhip God in Shiloh *, had 
almoſt deterred the people from frequenting it. For 
this, God was pleaſed to reprove their too indulgent 
father in the ſevereſt terms, once by the mouth of 
the young prophet Samuel, and ſince then by ano- 
ther prophet, who was ſent on purpoſe, not only 
to upbraid him for his remiſsnefs to his ſons, and 
ingratitude to God, but to'threaten him with 3 
moſt dreadful puniſhment both on him and them, 
if he did not ſpeedily exerciſe his paternal authori- 
ty, and either check or chaſtiſe their horrid wick- 
edneſs. 

Eli, who had been an eye-witneſs of all his ſon's 
miſdemeanours and debaucheries, and feems till 
now to have rather winked at them, than to have 
taken any care to put a ſtop to them, was greatly 
alarmed at this divine warning. But as he was 
now grown old and feeble, being almoſt got to the 
hundredth year of his age, inſtead of inflicting 
Tome ſevere puniſhment upon them, or diveſti 
them of their prieſtly office, he contented himſelf 
with giving them a gentle reproof ; ſo ſhamefully 
gentle indeed, that inſtead of ringing their abomi- 
nable wickedneſs in their ears with that ſtern ſeve- 
rity which it deſerved, he could but juſt 8 

| y 
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* Shiloh was a very famous place in the land of Pro- 
miſe. Here it was that Joſhua pitched the tabernacle, 
to which allthe Jews repaired to God's worſhip, till the 
-temple of Solomon was built at Jeruſalem, whither they 
were aſterwards to repair inſtead of Shiloh; ſo that it 
very ſoon became quite unfrequented, and was at 
length quite demoliſhed with other cities of Judea by Ne- 
'buchadnezzar: inſomuch that in St. Jerom's time, that 
is, about four hundred years after Chriſt, there was no- 
thing remaining to be ſeen of that once famous city but 
the altar of burnt- offering, and the tomb of Samuel. 
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vail upon himſelf to tell them that their ations 
were not good; fo that it could hardly be expected 
that ſuch a faint-hearted reprimand ſhould make 
any impreſſion upon them, conſidering how harden- 
ed they were grown by this time in their wicked- 
neſs and diſregard either to God or him. No 
wonder then if Iſrael did fo ſhamefully go aſtray 
under ſuch a remiſs judge and ſuch profligate 
prieſts, and moſt juſtly was God provoked to in- 
flict thoſe ſevere judgments he had threatened on 
him and his two degenerate ſons. This ſentence 
was, that the high prieſthood ſhould be taken from 
him and his family, and that his two ſons, who 
had rendered themſelves unworthy of it, ſhould be 
cut off both in one day, and the remainder of his 

deſcendants ſhould fink into the loweſt pitch of po- 
verty and contempt ; all which was exactly veri- 
hed in due time. 

Iſrael, by this time, had carried on a war a- 
gainſt the Philiſtines with very ill ſucceſs, their de- 
pravity and wickedneſs, under ſuch bad governors, 
having provoked God to give them up to the now 
ſuperior force of that nation, under whoſe tyranny 
they had groaned now ſome conſiderable time *. 
At length, being. willing to make one bold puſh 
more to regain their liberty, they gathered them- 
ſelves into a numerous hoſt, took the — — 


* 


—_— 
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— * 


* The Philiſtines held them in ſlavery a conſiderabſe 
time. Sampſon indeed did in ſome meaſure recover their 
liberty, and gave them time to breathe 3 but after his 
death they went from bad to worſe, till they recovered 
themſelves under king Saul, as we have ſeen in a for- 


mer hiſtory, page 196, & ſeq. 
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God * along with them into their camp, which 
was carried by Eli's two worthleſs fons, and march. WE 
ed directly againſt the enemy. As ſoon as the Phi. Wi c 
liſtines heard of their approach, and that they had 
brought the ſacred ark with them, they were on 
the ſudden ſeized with a terrible fear, having ſo of 
ten felt the dreadful effects of God's heavy hand 
againſt them. But the caſe was different now, 
and Iſrael having forfeited his divine protection by 
their numerous ſins, was now given up a prey to 
their enemy; who, having recovercd tlemſclves 
from the fright into which the approach of the ark 
had thrown them, reſolved to fight the more man- 
fully in proportion to the danger they apprehended 
from it. 

Accordingly they fell on the Iſraelitiſn army 
with ſuch deſperate fury that they quickly put it 
into the utmoſt diſtreſs and confuſion, Hophni 
and Phineas, who bare the ark, having either 2 

vanc 


- 
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* This ſacred utenſil had been made by the direction 
of God himſelf, as you may ſee it deſcribed in Exod, 
xxv. 10. & ſeq. and was repoſited in the moſt holy 
place of the tabernacle, where none but the high-prielt 
was to enter, and that but once a year. See Levit. xv. 
and Heb. ix. 7, None but the prieſts were allowed to 
touch or come near it, or carry it about when they 
moved from place to place ; at which time it was always 
guarded by all the prieſts and Levites, who marched be- 
tore and after it, whilſt the reſt of the Iſraelitiſh camp 
were obliged to march at a conſiderable diſtance from 
it, out of a due awe and regard to that ſacred ſymbol 
of the divine preſence. Whenever the prieſts took it 
up in their marches, they uſed to ſing the 68th pſalm, 
which begins with theſe words, Let God ariſe, and let 
his enemies be ſcattered. And when they ſet it down at 
their journey's end, they ſung theſe words, Return, O 
Lord, to the tribes of thine inheritance. 
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vanced too far among the enemy, or being forſa- 
ken by thoſe who were appointed to guard the ſa- 
cred ſymbol, were .killed upon the ſpot, and the 
ark carried away captive by the enemy. This laſt 
# misfortune completed their victory. The ſurviv- 
b ing Iſraelites being more diſheartened by the loſs of 
it than they were by all the dreadful ſlaughter that 
had been made amongſt them, fought only how 
to ſave themſelves by flight, inſtead of endeavour- 
ing to recover it from the uncircumciſed and ſworn 
enemy of it. | 

All this while the old high-prieſt ſat on a bench 
by the way-ſide that led to Shiloh, being in the ut- 
moſt anxiety about the event of the battle, and eſpe- 
cially about the ſafety of the ark. He was waiting im- 
patiently for ſome news irom the camp, when a meſ- 
ſenger arrived with the dreadful tidings of Iſrael's 
total defeat, of the death of his two ſons, and of 
the taking of the ark by the enemy. Such a com- 
plication of misfo; tunes were as ſo many ſwords 
run thro? Eli's heart; but the loſs of the ſacred ark 
was that which gave him the finiſhing ſtroke : 
for being extremely old, he fainted, and fell back- 
ward at this laſt news, and expired a few moments 
after, His daughter-in-law, Phineas's wife, who 
was then near her time, having likewiſe learned 
the fad cataſtrophe of her husband, and of the ark, 
fell immediately into labour, and died as ſoon as 
ſhe was delivered of a fon, whom, in the exceſs 
of her pain and grief, ſhe called I-chabod, to teſti. 
ty the deep ſenſe ſhe had of Iſrael's inexpreſſible 
loſs, What became of the ſacred ark, and how. 
the Philiſtines were plagued with ſtrange and incu- 
rable diſcaſes till they ſent it back to the Iſraelites, 
vou may read in the fifth and ſixth chapters of the 
firſt book of Samuel. But from that time the high 


prieſthood was transferred into another branch, 
| whilſt 
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whilſt Eli's poſterity were reduced to the lowed 
miſery. A dreadful example of the fad effects of 


m 
an untimely remiſsneſs in fathers, and which cught w 
to awaken all ſuch fond and indulgent parents into W 


a ſenſe of their guilt and extreme danger, ſince it MY © 
often happens, that thoſe very children who ace 
thus neglected, become the executioners of the di- 
vine vengeance ; and this not only among the IC. 
raelites, as we have ſeen it in the caſe of David 
and his rebellious ſon, but we may ſay in every u 
country and nation, as we may ſee it ſufficiently Wt t 
verified by the following examples even amongſt the 
Heathen ; tho', if any people deſerve a greater pu- 
niſhment than others for their negle& in this point, 
It is we who call ourſelves Chriſtians, 


TULLIA's ingratitude and inhuman cruelty to thi 


beſt of fathers. 
A 


FTER the murder of Tarquin I. who ſeized 
upon the Roman crown in prejudice of the 

ſons of their late king, Servius Tullius, a man of 
the greateſt valour and probity, was raiſed to the 
royal dignity by his own merit, and the votes of 
the Roman people . The ſenate however refuſed 
to 


— — 


. 
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This great man, according to Dionyſius Halicar- 
naſſeus, was the ſon of an officer named Tullus, who 
was killed in the defence of his country, and left his 
mother Ocryſia with child of bim. Tarquin, who 
took her captive in that battle, preſented her. to his 
queen Tanaquil, and ſhe being in time taken with her 

lite behaviour, gave her her liberty ; but her ſon being 
bor whilſt ſhe was a captive, had the ſirname of Servi- 

us 
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to confirm his election on account of his being too 
much in the plebeian intereſt; upon this, ſuch 
was his extreme moderation, that he was deliberating 
whether he ſhould not reſign the crown, but was 
ſo far diſſuaded from it in favour of his country, 
then too much tyrannized by that proud aſſembly “, 


as 


— — 
—— 


3 


us added to that of Tullius, which he had from his 
father. 

Ser vius became a great favourite of the king and 
queen, His excellent endowments, fingular probity, 
bravery in the field, and wiſdom in the council, gained 
him the eſteem of all the Romans, and raiſed him firſt 
to the degree of a patrician and ſenator, ana Jaſt of all to 
the crown ; to which Tarquin himſelf paved him the 
way, by giving him his daughter in marriage, and in- 
truſting him with his moſt important affairs, both civil 
and military. | 

Tarquin being ſoon after aſſaſſinated by the two ſons 
of Aneus late king of Rome, who had left them under 
his guardianſhip, and whom he had deprived of the 
crown, and ſeized it for himſelf, Tanaquil immediate- 
ly adviſed Servins to aſcend the throne. Her extraordi- 
nary wiſdom was of great ſervice to him in it ; for ſhe 
made the people believe that Tarquin' was not killed, 
but only wounded, and would ſoon recover, and in the 
mean time ordered them to look upon Servius as his 
vicegerent, and obey him in all things, which they rea- 
dily did. Servius behaved himſelf in this office with ſo 
much wiſdom and probity, that when the news of Tar- 
2 death came to be made public, he was choſen to 

ucceed him in the royal dignity. 

Among thoſe that diſſuaded him from reſigning the 
crown, the great and noble queen Tanaquil had the 
greateſt influence upon him, and perſuaded him more- 
over to bind himſelf with an oath never to part with his 
new dignity but with his life. She died ſoon aſter, and 
the grateful Servius ſpared neither pains nor colt to tranſ- 
mit the memory of her virtues and noble actions to po- 


: | ſterity, 
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as to take an oath never to diveſt himſelf of that 
dignity, but to conſecrate both it and himſelf to 
the public good ; which oath no man ever more 
ſtrictly kept than he did. To confirm * himſelf 
the better upon his throne, he married his two 
daughters (both named Tullia, and diſtinguiſhed 
only by the elder and younger) to the two grand- 
ſons of Tarquin, Lucius Tarquinius, and Aruns; 
the former a proud imperious youth, the other of 
a mild and indolent diſpoſition. 

As his daughters, he had long obſerved, differed 
as much in their tempers, he gave the eldeſt, who 
was a ſweet, affable young lady, to the proud Tar- 
quin ; and his youngeſt, who was more like a de- 
vil in petticoats, he gave to Aruns; imagining 
thereby, that her turbulent ſpirit would as much 
ſtir up the.indolence of her husband, as the virtuous 
ſweetneſs of the elder would ſoften the impetuoſity 
of hers. Never were two couple more prudently 
matched ; the youngeſt being ever complaining to 
her too indulgent father, that he had better have 
buried her alive, than to marry her to ſuch an in- 
dolent and inactive dunce; and the other being 
forced to uſe all her wit and rhetoric to prevent her 
husband's combining againſt her father; whilſt the 
young one, like a domeſtic fury, was ever ſpuring 
up hers to the moſt profligate attempts againſt 
him, without being able to rouze him from his in- 
active life. | 

At length, being quite out of patience with him, 
ſhe ſound means to combine with her brother-in- 


law, 


vey 


lk. Seed Aa W TW” WT MM ©... 


— 


* — 


Nerity. And as thoſe of a domeſtic kind are the 
greateſt ornaments of a woman, of which ſhe had been 


a fingular example, he ordered her diſtaff to be hung 
up in the temple of Hercules. | 
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law, and to draw him into as infamous a plot as 
ever was acted or hatched; which was for him to 
poiſon his wife, and ſhe to do the ſame by her 
husband, and afterwards to be married together, 
and conſult the means how to dethrone her father, 
and ſeize upon the Roman crown. Lucius eaſi- 
ly agreed to the propoſal, The royal dignity was 
what he had long aimed at, and looked upon as his 
own right, but he was ſtill thwarted by his vir- 
tuous wiie ; ſo that he could not be long deliberat- 
inz now whether he ſhould exchange her for one 
# who ſuited his temper ſo much better, and was 
ſo ready to ſacrifice father, ſiſter, husband and 
country, to his ambitious views. 
Aſſoon as they had rid themſelves, he of his 
wife, and ſhe of her husband, they had the aſſu- 
rance to come and ask the king and queen's con- 
ſent to their inceſtuous marriage, ſhe till depend- 
inz ſo much on his fondneſs for her, that he would 
ealily grant any thing ſhe asked him, eſpecially as 
ſhe was now his only child,” and the only hopes he 
had left of having any grandchildren to ſucceed 
him. She gueſſed but too truly. For tho” her fa- 
ther could not prevail upon himſelf to give his ap- 
probation to their inceſtuous nuptials, yet his un- 
timely indulgence would not ſuffer him to forbid 
it ; fo that they, taking his ſilence for a tacite con- 
ſent, celebrated that fatal marriage, which paved 

te way to his ruin, | 
This was perhaps the only ill, and we may add, 
the only impolitic thing that ever Servius did, and 
of which he ſoon found cauſe enough to repent. 
The treacherous couple having now all the oppor- 
tunity and leiſure they could wiſh to ripen their 
treaſonable deſigns, did but too ſoon find the means 
of putting it in execution, They began firſt with 
iending their emiflaries about to poiſon the * 
„ 
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with a notion that Servius was but an uſurper, tho! 
raiſed to the crown by the peoples choice ; for that 
the right of ſucceſſion did wholly belong to Luci- 
us Tarquinius, now the only ſurviving grandſon of 
Tarquin I. By which means they drew a con- 
ſiderable number of citizens to their party, eſpeci- 
ally among the patricians, who had always looked 
upon the king with an envious eye, becauſe he was 
ever curbing their inſolent deſigns againſt the peg- 
ple. 

Servius was ſoon informed of all theſe treaſona- 
ble cabals, but his paternal fondneſs would not ſuf- 
fer him to take any ſevere methods of ſuppreſſing 
them. He contented himſelf with endeavouring 
by fair means to perſuade his daughter and ſon-in- 
law to ſtay for the crown till after his death, which 
could not, he told them, be very far off, conſi- 
dering his old age, fatigues and infirmities; where- 
as they did not know how far their treaſonable 
practices, if they perſiſted in them, might force 
him to uſe his authority to their utter ruin, This 
ſpeech, how kind and ſeaſonable ſoever, did but 
whet their ambition the more. They brought 
their cauſe before the ſenate, which they knew was 
no friend to the king, and there Tarquin arraigned 
his father-in-law with having uſurped the crown, 
which by right of ſucceſſion belonged to him, and 
which he therefore demanded to be reſtored to him, 
Servius, on the other hand, pleaded his own cauſe, 
and retorted the accuſation in ſuch a powerful man- 
ner, that the whole multitude cried out with one 
voice, Let Servius reign to make his country hapfy ; 
whilſt amidſt the clamours another noiſe was heard, 
Let Targuin periſh, let bim be killed, 

Tarquin was ſo thunderſtruc k at this unexpected 
greeting, that he made all the haſte he could away, 
whilſt Servius was conducted to the royal 15 

with 
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# with the univerſal acclamations of the people, 
which ſo cooled the ſon's ambition, that he thought 
it his ſafeſt way to reconcile himſelf to his father 
by a ſpeedy ſubmiſſion; which, whether real or 
E counterfeited, was yet but ſhort-lived. For his 
imperious wife, impatient to ſee him on the throne, 
after having tired him with her inceſſant reproach- 
es, perſuaded him at length to make one bold puſh 
more for it, by a new and helliſh ſtratagem of her 
contriving, which could not, as ſhe thought, fail 
of ſucceſs. Lucius accordingly gave into it; and, 
to the ſurprize of all the people, appeared in 
public cloathed in the royal robes, and with the 
falces carried before him by his own domeſtics, 
marched directly to the ſenate-houſe, and ſeat- 
ed himſelf on the throne, where he was ſaluted 
by all the ſenators that were in his intereſt, and 
| had repaired thither by times for that end. The 
reſt being alſo ſummoned in Tarquin's name, and 
ſuppoſing, by all that had paſſed, that the good 
old king was dead, came thither with all ſpeed. 
Upon which Tarquin began to harangue them in 
the royal ſtile, and to inveigh againſt his father- 
in-law as an uſurper and enemy to his country, 
and more eſpecially of the ſenate and patrician 
tribe. 

He had ſcarce done before the noble Servius, 
truſting more to his courage than to his ſtrength, 
ruſhed upon. him, and pulled him from the throne, 
but was ſoon overpowered by him, and dragged 
to the ſtairs head, and thence flung down into the 
ſtreet. The king was fo bruiſed by the fall that 
he could ſcarce raiſe himſelf from the ground, but 
was helped by two or three friends, who were 
leading him to the palace, whilſt the reſt forſook 
the father, to go and pay their court to the treach- 
erous ſon-in-law, Whilſt this was doing, the un- 

| L natural 


v 


118 SELECT His TORIES 


natural Tullia came in her chariot to ſalute her 
husband king of Rome, whoſe example was ſoon 
followed by a great number of his own party; 
but ſhe had a much more diabolical errand to him, 
which was to tell him, that he muſt not hope to 
be ſafe, or long on his new throne, unleſs he 
quickly diſpatched the old uſurper, fo ſhe ſtiled the 
beſt of fathers ; upon which he immediately dif. 
patched ſome ruffians of his retinue to deprive the 
good- king of that little remnant of life he had 
left, which was accordingly done. 

It was then that Tullia, for we have now no 
epithet black enough for that parricide, mounted 
her chariot with a triumphant air, and rod towards 
the palace to take the royal title and ſtate upon 
her. In her way thither ſhe muſt paſs through a 
narrow lane *, the very place where the aſſaſſines 
had left her father's body till panting and reeking 
with his wounds; the fight of which ſtruck her 
coachman with ſuch horror that he made a ſudden 
ſtop ; upon which ſhe asked him what was the 
reaſon he did not go on. Alas, anſwered he, 
turning about to her, It is the king your father's 
dead body. Here one would think that hell itſelf 
had not an inhabitant that would not rather have 
gone ſome miles about, than to trample upon the 
remains of ſo good, and once ſo glorious a monarch; 
but whatever they might have done in ſuch a caſe, 
Tullia was too far loſt to all ſenſe of filial duty, 
or even nature, to bogle at this laſt act of conſum- 
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* The Romans, it ſeems, conceived ſuch an horror 
at the monſtrous action, that they changed the name of 
that ſtreet, and inſtead of the Cyprian, or Goodly ſtreet, 
as it had been called till then, gave it that of Vicus 


bcv{gratys, or Abominable Lane. 
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mate inhumanity. Inſtead of that, ſhe ſnatched a 
little ſtool ſhe had in her chariot, and flung it at 


E the coachman's head, and bid him drive on, and 


not be afraid of driving over a dead body. The 
coachman was forced to obey, and in going over 
it, the blood ſtill warm, is reported to have guſhed 
afreſh, not only upon the chariot, but even upon 
the clothes of the monſtrous parricide, His vir- 
tuous wife, the noble Tarquinia, was glad to be 
permitted to bury the dead king in the privateſt 
manner on that very night, and died herſelf on the 
next, not without ſtrong ſuſpicion of having been 
made away by her unnatural and abandoned 
daughter. | | 

T hus fell the great and good king Servius, in the 
ſeventy third year of his life, and the forty fourth 
year of his reign, a fatal ſacrifice to his untimely 
fondneſs to a monſter of his own rearing up, and 
a ſad example to all ſuch indulgent parents. What 
became of his daughter we can no where find ; but 
one may juſtly reckon, that as this world could not 
afford her a ſufficient puniſhment, ſhe has amply 
found it in the next, This one may ſay upon the 
whole, that as Rome has given many inſtances of 
moſt exalted virtues, ſo it has of the moſt unnatu- 
ral vices, Witneſs that of Nero in one ſex men- 
tioned under a former head, page 137. and this 
Tullia in the other“. We ſhall now ſcek ſome 
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* We ſhall not need to wonder at this, if we conſider 
that they looked upon it as a mark of true courage and 
martial ſpirit to be inſenſible of the cruelties which they 
exerciſed upon thoſe they called their enemies, and even 
to behold them with pleaſure, All their ſhews, games, 
and public ſpectacles, were of the inhuman kind, and 
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freſh ones of the like nature from other nations. 
Livy, Dionyſius Halicarnaſſeus, &c. 
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ſeem to have been calculated to inure and harden their 
youth to cruelty. | 
We have already taken notice how harbarouſly they 
treated their priſoners of war, even thoſe of the higheſt 
rank; how they led kings and queens in triumph chained 
to their chariot, and often put them to death immedi. 
ately after, As for thole of inferior rank, they uſed 
them ſtill more barbarouſly. "They made them fight 
upon their public ſtages ſometimes one againſt another, 
and ſometimes againſt wild beaſts, making it their cruel 
ſport and paſtime to ſee thoſe wretches butcher one ano- 
ther, or be devoured by lions or other ſuch ſavage crea- 
tures. 
They, by degrees, hardened themſelves to ſuch a 
keighth in this kind of barbarity, that this dreadful 
trade of gladiatorſhip, or fighting on public ſtages, be- 
came honourable among them, and was taken up by ſe- 
nators, patricians, and even by women of quality, but 
broken eee In all ſuch fights they muſt either kill 
their adverſary, or be killed by them; and if any of 
them, finding himſelf overpowered, either cried out for 
mercy, or behaved cowardly, the whole aſſembly roar- 
ed out with one voice, Accipe ferrum, let him be dif- 
patched, which was immediately done accordingly. 
And, as if all this had not been enough to inure them 
to cruelty, they had hatched up a notion, that the ſuck- 
ing up the blood of thoſe wretches that fell, juſt warm 
and reeking out of their wounds, was an effectual reme- 
dy againſt ſeveral diſeaſes. As ſoon therefore as any of 


{ome grievous wound, the trumpet was immediately 
ſounded, which was a notice for a ſet of underlings to 
come and drag them off the ſtage with an iron hook, 
und hall them into the ſtreet, where one might ſee men, 
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them was fallen down, either thro? loſs of blood, or 
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| CHosROES cauſes his father HoRMisDAs to be 
depoſed and murdered, is himſelf afterwards in- 
humanly treated aud butchered by bis own ſon 
SIROES, who is ſoon after cut off, and the king= 
dom taken away from that race of parricides. 
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b 2 en II. king of Perſia, had intruſted 
the command of his army with one Vara- 
mus, who, happening to be defeated in an engage- 
ment with the Romans, Hormiſdas, inſtead of a 
velt of honour, ſent him a woman's garment in 
token of cowardice and effeminacy, and threatened 
the troops with decimation . This inflamed the 
general, and united the ſoldiers to his intereſt. Va- 
ramus preſumed to write a letter to his maſter, in 
which he always uſed the feminine gender, as tho” 
he had been writing to a woman-ſlave, and at the 
ſame time prepared to uſe him worſe, Hormiſ- 
das ſent an army to reduce the malecontents, but 
they killed their general, and went over to the re- 
bels, Upon this Hormiſdas, fearing the conſe- 
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women and children of all ranks, ſtriving who ſhould 
get at ſome of their wounds, and” ſuck their blood with 
a ſavage greedineſs. Thus did the Romans inure their 
youth to what they falſly called valour and bravery ; and 
It is but too juſtly obſerved, that we have adopted 
more of theſe cruel ſports than any other nation in Eu- 
rope; ſuch as, our prize, bull and cock-fighting, &c. 
and, it it to be feared, from the ſame miſtaken notion 
| of courage and valour. 

* Decimaticn was a military puniſhment, in which 
every tenth man was picked out by lot to ſuffer death, 
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quences, retired to Cteſiphon, where he kept his 
court, The people in the mean time revolted in 
all the royal cities, and plundered the palace, 
which afforded the nobility an opportunity of re. 
leaſing their relations from priſon, among whom 
was a perſon of royal blood, named Bindoes. This 
nobleman, putting himſelf at the head of the re- 
volted troops, marched to Cteſiphon, and entring 
the royal palace, well attended, forced himſelf into 
the king's preſence, who was fitting in the hall, 
clad in his robes of ſtate, with his tiara * on his 
head. As ſoon as he ſaw Bindoes, he asked him 
how he eſcaped out of priſon, and wherefore he 
came thither. Bindoes anſwered in a torrent of 
injurious language, upbraiding his maſter with his 
conduct, and exciting all who were preſent to de- 
poſe him. Hormiſdas ordered his ſervants to ſeize 
him, but they were afraid, But Bindoes, taking 
the Sing by the hand, drew him out of the chair, 
t>ok the tiara from his head, and ordered the ſol- 
dic:'s to conduct him to priſon, In the midſt of 
this tumult Choſtoes mage his eſcape out of the 
place, thinking his life in danger, Bat Bindos 
{ut to aſſure him 1, that he was ſo far from having 
any intention azainſt his perfon, * that his deſign 
vas to ſcat him upon the throne, Upon this Chol- 
roes returned, and they took their heliiſh meaſures 
together, which the ey contrived fo effectually, that 
the old king, baving his eyr3 put out with a het 
iron, his on Hormiſdas, whom he had recom- 
mended to the people for his ſucceſſor, with hi 
mother, were murdered before his face, and Chol- 


roes was put in poſſeilion of the crown, At pe 
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* A round tire for the head, much like a turban, worn 
Ly the Perſian kings of thoſe times as a mark of royalty. 
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he treated his father with the utmoſt lenity, ſent 
lim diet from his own table, ordered him proper 
attendance, gave him rich wines, and provided for 
him many proper amuſements ; but this prevailing 
nothing over his father's ſpirit, who continually 
upbraided him with his barbariry and unnatural 
b:ſencſs, Choſroes, doubting what effect his re- 
proaches might have, Cauſed him to be beaten to 
death, 

Thus was Choſroes eſtabliſhed on his throne by 
murder and parricide, and became fo elated and in- 
ſolent with his ſucceſs, that in the heighth of pride 
he ſent the following impious anſwer to the empe- 
ror Heradius, who ſued to him for peace; “That 
© he would never ſpare his ſubjects, nor grant him 
& conditions, till both he and they abjured their 
* crucified God, and'embraced the religion of the 
% Perſians *. This threatening anſwer provoked 
the Chriſtians to ſo high a degree, or rather drew 
ſuch vengeance from heaven on the cruel tyrant and 
parricide, that the reſt of the war, for ſeveral 
campaigns together, was remarkable for a ſerics of 
defeats and misfortunes, till he was forced to quit 
his conqueſts, abandon two of his palaces, and fly 
to Seleucia, i 

Being now almoſt exhauſted with age, fatigue 
and ſorrow, he began to think of ſettling the ſuc- 
ceſſion, and, out of ſome pique to his eldeſt fon 
Dtroes, determined to transfer the crown to his 
younger fon Mordaſes. But he was herein pre- 
vented by Siroes, who, gaining over the troops to 
his intereſt, got him ſeized, impriſoned, and de- 
puled, As ſoon as Siroes had aſſumed the regal 
dignity, he ordered his father to have *his legs, 
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I be Perſians worſhipped the fan under the name ot 
Mithras, 
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arms, and neck loaded with chains, and thy 
he ſhould be expoſed in the dungeon where le 
lay to all the ſcoffs and inſults of an incenſed, un- 
thinking populace, Theſe, forgetting the indeli. 
ble majeſty of kings, upbraided him with his in- 
ſatiable avarice, reproached him with his preſent 
abject condition, telling him, that as he had acted 
like the common enemy of mankind, and the pe- 
culiar curſe of the Perſian people, he now juſt 
taſted the bitter cup of which he made whole na- 
tions drink, and was deſervedly caſt from a throne 
to a dungeon, who, while he ſat on his throne, 
had filled all the dungeons in his dominions. Fire 
days the wretched monarch languiſhed in this mi- 
ſerable plight, having only bisket and water allowed 
him for his ſubſiſtence ; at the end of which his be- 
loved fon Mordaſes was firſt put to death before his 
eyes, and then his other ſons. After all this, and 
a freſh load of indignities, which they made him un- 
dergo, Siroes ordered him to be ſhot with arrows, 
and to be left to expire of his wounds, The par- 
ricide ſpared his fitters on account of their ſex, 
and treated them with unexpected kindneſs. But 
theſe ladies, when they ſaw their country viſited 
with a grievous famine and peſtilence, and obſery- 
ed the general diſaffection of the people, could not 
help reproaching their brother with his cruelty, and 
charging him with the miſeries of his people, ear- 
neſtly exhorting him to repent. Theſe diſcourſes 
made ſuch an "impreffion on his mind, that he 
began to grow extremely melancholy, The in- 
diſpoſition of his mind brought a fever upon 
him, ſoon after which the plague ſeized and dil- 
patched him, after a reign of fix or eight months. 
His ſon and ſucceſſor, Ardeſis, a youth of ſeven 
vpyears, after he had fat on the throne but ſeven 
months, was murdered by the general of the ar- 
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my, who ſeized upon the crown; whereby the 
poſterity of this laſt parricide became extinct, and 
the memory of the whole race odious to all the 
world. Theophan, Chron, Gregor. Abul Phar, 
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ANTIPATER, Ling of MACEDONIA, cauſes his 
mother UV HESSALONICA to be inhumanly but- 
chered before his face. 


ASSANDER *, king of Macedonia, by his wife 

IT heſſalonica, the daughter of Philip of Ma- 
cedon, had three ſons, Philip, Antipater, and 
Alexander, Philip, the eldeſt, ſucceeded him, 
but died ſhortly after of a conſumption. Antipa- 
ter, on the death of his brother, cauſed himſelf to 
be declared king, but found himſelf oppoſed by his 
brother Alexander, who was ſupported in his pre- 
tenſions by ſome of the Macedonian lords, and ſe- 
cretly, as he conceived, by the queen his mother, 
The firſt ſtep therefore which he took to ſecure 
himſelf againſt Alexander, was to take away the 
life of Theſſalonica; which, if he did not with 
his own hands, he permitted to be done in his 
preſence, whilſt the unhappy mother beſought the 
inhuman parricide, by the breaſts that gave him 
ſuck, to ſpare her, A circumſtance the moſt 
ſhocking, and aggravating of his guilt. After 
this, by the affiltance of Lyſimachus, whoſe 
daughter he had married, he maintained himſelf 
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* The ſon of Antipater, one of Alexander's great 
captains and ſucceſſors. He is ſaid to have poiſoned his 
matter Alexander, and to have extirpated his family. 
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ſor ſome time in his kingdom. But Alexander, 
perſiſting in his competition, and eager to revenge 
his mother's death, invited Pyrrhus, king of Epi. 
rus, and Demetrius, fon of Antigonus, to his 
aſſiſtance. Pyrrhus, who came firſt, prevailed 
upon the two brothers to ſhare the kingdom he- 
tween them, Demetrius arriving afterwards, in- 
ſtead of aſhiting the young prince, had him mur- 
dered, and then ſeized upon Macedonia, Anti. 
pater, thus expelled his kingdom, had no where 
to fly for ſhelter but to his father-in-law, whom 
he ſollicited hard for afiſtance, that he might be 
reſtored. The old king put him off from time to 
time, till Antipater and his wife, who could not 
forbear exclaiming againſt what they called his 
neglect of his children, provoked Ly machus, who 
was a ſevere and arbitrary prince, and juſtly de- 
teſted the barbarity of his ſon-in-law, to commit 
them both to priſon, and a while after ordered 
Antipater to be put to death, in what manner is 
not mentioned; but this is certain, that it was 
much too mild for io inhuman a parricide, Ju- 


in, Plutarch. 
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T1GRANES ob/tinately rebellious againſt his father. 


by top king of Armenia, was engaged in 
a war with the Romans, of which his fon 
Tigranes taking advantage, rebels, and appears in 
arms againſt bis father. A battle being fought be- 
tween them, the ſon was defeated, and forced to 
ſave himſelf in Parthia, where, being joined by 
ſome malecontent refugees, he prevailed with the 
king of the Parthians to declare war againſt his 

father, 
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father, and invade Armenia with a numerous ar- 
my, which obliged the old king to fly to the moun- 
tainous parts of his dominions. The Parthians ha- 
ving beſieged Artaxata, the capital of Armenia, 
left the young Tigranes, with part of his forces, 
to carry on the ſiege. Upon this the father quit- 
ting the fortreſſes of the mountains, and falling 
upon his ſon, difperſed the rebels, and entered his 
metropolis in triumph. Tigranes, the ſon, fled 
firk to Mithridates, then at war with the Ro- 
mans, but finding him in no condition to ſupport 
him, he went over to the Romans, and led them 
into Armenia againſt his father, as an ally of Mi- 
thridates : fo obſtinate was he in his undutifulneſs 
and diſloyalty! By his advice, Pompey, the Ro- 
man general, marched againſt Artaxata, where 
the king then reſided, who offered to ſurrender it 
upon certain conditions, which Pompey, at the 
inſtigation of young Tigranes, rejected. The 
king then took a reſolution to go and meet Pom- 
pey in perſon, to put himſelf, without any reſerve, 
into his hands, and acquieſce in ſuch conditions as 
he ſhould think fit to grant him, Pompey receiv- 
ed him very civilly, conducted him to his tent, 
and there gave him audience, fitting between, him 
and his ſon, who did not ſo much as riſe up when 
his father came in, nor take the leaſt notice of 
him. Pompey afterwards invited them both to 
ſupper, but the ſon abſented himſelf, which made 
the general entertain ſome jealouſy of him. The 
next day Pompey, after hearing both parties (for 
T'igranes had appealed to him for juſtice againſt 
his ſon) reſtores to the father Armenia and Meſo- 
potamia, but ſet a fine on him of ſix thouſand ta- 
lents; and to the ſon he gave the province of Gor- 
dyene and Sophene, but the treaſures that were 


kept in the latter he adjudged to the father, be- 
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cauſe without theſe he could not pay his fine, 
The ſon, diſſatisfied at this, by private meſſen- 
gers ſollicited the inhabitants of Sophene not to de- 
liver the treaſures to his father, This Pompey re- 
ſenting, put him in irons ; but even then he found 
means to ſtir up the king of Parthia, whoſe daugh- 
ter he had married, againſt the Romans, and to 
form a conſpiracy againſt his father's life, Where- 
upon Pompey ſent him in chains to Rome, where 
he was kept in the houſe of a ſenator till the tri- 
buneſhip of P. Clodius, who, being bribed with a 
large ſum of money, ſet him at liberty in ſpite of 
Pompey and the ſenate, What became of this 
ſtubborn and rebellious ſon I have not read, but 
old Tigranes, by this account, ſeems, like other 
fond and fooliſh parents, to have been betrayed by 
his indulgence into an error fatal to ſovereigns as 


well as private perſons, which was that of giving 


away the ſtaff out of his own hand, or ſharing 
his eſtate and authority with his ſon. This was 
the caſe with Orodes, as you will' find belo , 
and of our Henry II. A piece of imprudence and 
indiſcretion, which he, and they, and all who 
imitated them, never failed of repenting. Plu- 
tarch, Dion Caſſius, 
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MiTHRIDATES and ORoDEs murder their fa- 
ther. ORoDEs kills MiTHRIDATES ; ts flran- 
gled by his ſon PHRAHATES, who at laſt is poi- 


fined by his wife, 


T is obſervable of the eaſtern monarchs, both 
in antient and more modern times, that as their 

government is deſpotic and abſolute in the higheſt 
degree, fo they made their courts the very habita- 
tions of cruelty, In reading their hiſtory we ſhall 
find, that ſeldom paſled a reign without domeſtic 
broils and barbarous executions, ſome unnatural 
rebellion of the ſon, or unreaſonable” jealouſy of 
the father, which had often a tragical iſſue. The 
hiſtory of the Parthians abounds with examples of 
this kind, ſuch as thoſe before us. Phrahates III. 
king of Parthia, after eleven years reign, was mur- 
dered by two of his own children, Mithridates and 
Orodes. Upon his death, Orodes, who was the 
elder brother, got poſſeffion of the throne, but 
was ſoon driven out by Mithridates, who, making 
himſelf odious to the Parthians by his cruelties, 
was, in his turn, obliged to abandoa the kingdom, 
and ſhelter himfelf with Gabinius, the Roman go- 
vernor of Syria, On his flight, Orodes was re- 
placed on the throne by the help of Surenas, who, 
nent to the king, had the firſt place of honour and 
power“. Gabinius being diverted from aſſiſting 
| Mithri- 


— 


* He ſeems to ftand in the relation of Grand Vifr, 
or prime mimiler, a creature neceilary to an arbitrary 


prince, to take off the odium as well as weight of the 
adminiſtration. 
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Mithridates, as he firſt intended, the Parthian 
raiſed what troops he could, and ſeized upon Se. 
leucia, where he was cloſly beſieged by Orode, 
and in a ſhort time forced to ſurrender at diſcre. 
tion, Orodes no ſooner got him into his power, 
but conſidering him as an enemy, and not as a bro. 
ther, he cauſed him to be put to death, and wy 
himſelf preſent at the execution. By his death 
O rodes became ſole maſter of the Parthian empire, 
and for a long time his affairs went on proſperouſſy; 
but vengeance for ſuch horrid and unnatural crime; 
comes ſometimes with a flow, but always a ſure 
pace. And firſt, Orodes baſely and ungratefully 
put his brave friend and general Surenas to death, 
the ſame who defeated Craſſus, out of mere envy 
to his glory. Thus he did, as it were, with his 
left hand cut off his right, and rendered himſelf 
deſtitute and expoſed to injuries. Next, he loſt his 
ſon Pacorus, a prince of the greateſt hopes, who, 
with a brave and numerous army, was Cut off by 
the Romans. Orodes hearing of this defeat, and 
the death of his fon, was ſo overwhelmed with 
gricf, that, for ſome days, he abſtained from all 
food, not being able to utter a word all the while; 
and when he recovered the uſe of his tongue, he 
acted and ſpoke in ſuch a manner, as plainly ſhew- 
ed that ſ-rrow had got the better of his reaſon; 
for nothing was heard from him but the name of 
Pacorus, his dear Pacorus. At length, . after he 
was ſomewhat recovercd from his diſtraction, he 
appointed Phrahates, the eldeſt, but the moſt wick- 
ed of all his ſons, to ſucceed him in the throne, 
admitting him at the ſame time to ſhare the regal 
power with himſelf. Phrahates no ſooner ſaw him- 
felf veſted with the ſovereign authority, than he 
cauſed all his brothers by the daughter of Antio- 
chus Euſebes to be put to death, for no other _ 
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ſon but becauſe they were of a more noble deſcent 
than himſelf. As this could not but be highly re- 
ſented by his father, he attempted to poiſon him 
with the juice of hemlock; but that proving only 
a medicine againſt the dropſy, which grief had 
brought upon him, the unnatural ſon cauſed him to 


ve ſliged in his. bed, thus revenging on him the 


murder of his grandfather, and ſoon after diſpatch- 
ed all his brothers, being thirty in number. Phra- 
hates thus ſeated on his throne by blood and parri- 
cide, proſpered in his government for many years, 
repelled Marc Antony, who invaded his domint- 


ons, with great loſs, got rid of his rival Tiridates, 


and made a good peace with the Romans. But ſel- 
dom do tyrants, eſpecially ſuch bloody ones as this, 
go down to the grave in peace, and providence is 
never deſtitute of ways and means to compaſs its 
vindictive deſigns, Phrahates having been preſented 
by Auguſtus the emperor with a very beautiful Tta- 
lian woman, named Tbermuſa, kept her at firſt as 
a concubine, but afterwards, on her bringing him 
a fon, married her, and dec]>red her queen. In 
this ſtation ſhe gained an abſolute aſcendant over 
him, which the made uſe of to ſecure the ſucceſſion 
to her ſon. With this view ſhe propoſed to Phra- 
hates the delivering up his other ſons, who were 
four in all, to the Romans, as hoſtages of peace. 
This the king readily complied with, while Ther- 
muſa's ſon was bred up at home, and appointed to 
ſucceed his father. But Thermuſa, as ſoon as her 
fon, by name Phraatices, came of age, impatient 
to fee him on the throne, poiſoned her husband, to 
make room for him the ſooner, TFoſephus, Fuſtin, 
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TYRANNY and CRUELTY ſeverely puniſhed, 


OD's providence hath ſo ordered all 
things, that as every virtue brings 
its own reward, ſo every vice brings 
its own puniſhment upon its owner 

even in this life. The miſer ſtarves, 

and fees himſelf deſpiſed by all men 

for the ſake of his pelf. The drunkard and de- 

bauchee impairs his health and eſtate, ruins his cre- 

dit and reputation, and often ſacrifices his life to 

his pleaſure. The proud and ambitious is ever 

treaſuring up new matter for vexation and trou- 

ble, and the cruel and inhuman is a torment to 

himſelf, and the abhorrence of every one that 
knows him. 

Cruelty is natural in ſome tempers, and in others 
is acquired by a kind of fatal neceſſity, let a man 
be ever ſo free from it; yet, if he once ſuffers am- 
bition, revenge, jealovſ,,, covetouſneſs, cowardice, 
or any other the like vices to predominate in him, 
he will not he long free from cruelty and tyranny. 
The very paſſion of fear, which is naturally a 
powerful kind of bridle to other vices, proves the 
greateſt ſpur to cruelty, or, to ſpeak more proper- 
Iy. doth, iv a great meaſure, puſh baſe minds up- 
on it; witnefG the crvel butcheries of moſt of our 
Aireet-robl-ers and foot- pads, Tt is indeed difficult 
thoroughly ' to root out this baſe and cruel diſpoſi- 
tion 


en 
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tion in ſome ſort of tempers, though a proper care 
in education would go a great way towards it. 
But the misfortune is, that even good-natured 
parents rather indulge than check it in their chil- 
dren. Inſtead of inſpiring them betimes with a 
tender regard and ſympathy for dumb creatures, 
we are apt to ſmile and ſeem pleaſed at thoſe cru 4 
elties which we fee them exerciſe againſt them. 
We appear pleaſed to ſee them torturing of in- 
ſets and domeſtic animals; we encourage them to 
vent their little anger and reſentment againſt every 
thing that diſpleaſes or diſobliges them; and even 
the ſtone or ſtick that gives them a fall, or the floor 
that gives them too harſh a reception, muſt have 
ſome immediate puniſhment inflited on it to ap- 
peaſe them. And what is ſtill worſe, even the blame 
and chaſtiſement of their accidental faults or inde- 
cencies, is often transferred, at leaſt in ſhew, on 
ſome ſervant, or a cat or dog, Now, what is all 
this but the readieſt way to inure them, from their 
tendereſt years, to ſentiments of cruelty, which it 
is our duty to have inſpired them with the greateſt 
abhorrence againſt, If men can behold with fo 
much indifferency, and ſome even with cruel de- 
light, the miſeries of their fellow creatures; and 
if we read and hear of ſuch frequent inſtances of 
horrid barbarity, and of ſuch monſters of cruelty 
as are a ſhame to human nature; whence can it 
more probably proceed, than from this ſhameful 
neglect in their education. God has ſufficiently 
ſhewn his abhorrence to that deſtructive vice, both 
in his holy word, and by the dreadful puniſhments 
he has ſooner or later inflicted upon thoſe who in- 
dulge it, They are abhorred and deteſted by all 
good men, and juſtly looked upon as the peſts and 
bane of ſociety. They are therefore ſadly wanting 
in their duty and regard to their children, who 


have 
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have not an early and very watchful eye to pluck 
up every root and fibre of that pernicious weed, 
as ſoon as they perceive the leaſt ſymptom of it in 
them. For tho' its beginning appear ever ſo tri. 
fling or inconſiderable, it is hard to gueſs how far 
it may go, or where it will end. Witneſs the (ad 
and dreadful inſtances we have here ſelected from 
the many thouſands which hiſtory affords of the 
like deſtructive nature, | | 


ODEO PIT DDEOETTD 


PHARAOHN's cruelty to the IS RAE LIT ES, and 
areadful overthroto in the Red. ſea. 


P king of Egypt, tyrannized over 
the children of Iſrael a long time, and with a 
high and cruel hand. He had reduced them to 
the loweſt flavery, ſo that they were forced to 
work night and day, without intermiſſion, and 
without any other wages or reward than food and 
raiment, They were employed in the loweſt and 
moſt laborious employments, in making of brick, 
building of cities, palaces, fortreſſes, pyramids, 
bridges, and other ſtately edifices for the king and 
his ſubjects. And as it is the juſt fate of all cruel ty- 
rants, the more they oppreſs a people, the more to 
grow afraid of them ; ſo Pharaoh, finding that 
the oppreſſed Iſtraelites encreaſed and multiplied ex- 
ceedingly, according to the promiſed bleſſing of God 
to them *, he ſought means to cruſh them ſo mack 

; the 


— 


* You may remember that Jacob went down into E- 
gypt with all his ſons, and their wives and children, in 
number about ſeventy five ſouls; and there God Py 
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the more. Firſt, by obliging them to make brick 
without ſtraw, and forcing them to ramble over 
all the country to gather ſtubble to burn inſtead of 
it, and ſetting Egyptian task-maſters over them to 
puniſh them with the utmoſt rigour if they did not 
furniſh the ſame quantity of bricks as they did when 
ſtraw uſed to be allowed them. 

At length, when he found that all this cruel uſage 
could not prevent their ſtill growing more nume- 
rous and ſtrong, he bethought himſelf of a ſtrange 
and inhuman expedient to deſtroy the whole nation 
by degrees, which was by giving a ſtrict charge to 
the Hebrew midwives to kill every male child as 
ſoon as it was born, and to fave none but the fe- 
males, But theſe women had, it ſeems, the fear 
of God ſo much before their eyes, that they eluded 


that impious command, for which they were ſe-' 


verely reproved by the tyrant, but God bleſſed 
them the more for it“. At length, his cruelty 
increaſing 


— 


— 


ed to be with him, and to multiply bim into a very 
great nation, according as he had ſworn unto Abraham 
his grandſather. See. Geneſis xv. 5, 13, & ſeq. xvii. 
5, Xxlvi. 1, & ſeq. Acts vii. 14. Accordingly, from the 
time of their coming thither, to the time of their going 
away, they had multiplied to ſuch a prodigious degree, 
that Moſes tells us, Exod. xii. 37. they were ſix hun- 
dred thouſand fighting men, beſides old men above ſixty, 
and young ones under twenty, and all their wives and 


daughters; ſo that, upon a proportionate computation, 


theſe ſeventy five muſt have been increaſed to two mil- 
lions of ſouls in theſe 215 years of their abiding in that 
country, which is the full time of their ſcjcurning there, 
as has been fully proved by the authors of the Univerſal 
Hiſtory, vol. 1. page 425. Note (K) 
 * Moles tells us, that becauſe they feared the Lord, he 
blefled chew, and made them houſes, Exod. i. _ by 
which 
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increaſing with his fear, he iſſued out a bloody edict all 
over his kingdom, obliging all the Iſraelites to flin 
every male-child, as ſoon as born, into the river, 
and drown them; forcing thereby the diſtreſſed 


parents to become the butchers and executioners of 
their innocent babes, 


T his laſt act of conſummate inhumanity * hay. 
ing filled the meaſure of the king's iniquities, and 


moved 


*— 


93ꝙ—— 


which is meant, that God made them fruitful mothers 
of families, which was then eſteemed a great bleſſing, 
among the Jews eſpecially. See Pſalm cxin. 8. cxxviu, 
I tc is hardly poſſible to recollect this horrid, and, 
till then, unparalelled piece of barbarity, and the 
deplorable condition of ſo many unfortunate infants cru- 
elly expoſed to the waves, carried down by the ſtream 
of a rapid river, and at length ſwallowed up by the 
mercileſs ocean, without reflecting on thoſe inhuman pa- 
rents amongſt us Chriſtians, who, for want of due pa- 
ternal care, ſuffer their more unhappy children to be ex- 
oſed to the violence of their own unruly appetites, to 
be hurried on by the more rapid ſtream of ill cuſtom and 
example of a degenerate world, into the boundleſs and 
infinitely more dreadful ocean of eternity. 
As theſe are inexpreſſibly more cruel and inexcuſable 
than Pharaoh, who only killed their bodies, whereas 
theſe do kill the foul, upon which account they are 
ſure to meet a much more dreadful doom ; ſo, on the 
other hand, great, in proportion, will be their glory and 


"reward, who reach out a charitable hand to refcue thoſe 


unfortunate children, and, by a generous care and con- 
tribution, procure them ſuch a chriſtian education as 
cannot fail, with the bleſſing of God, of enabling them 
to eſcape the danger into which they muſt have ine- 
vitably fallen, without their timely aſliſtance. 

Leſs than this could not be ſaid upon this occaſion, as 
indecd too much cannot be ſaid in praiſe of ſuch glorious 


bene- 
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moved heaven's compaſſion towards the groaning 
Iſraclites, God was pleaſed to ſend his two cele- 
brated ſervants, Moſes and Aaron, to inflict his ſe- 
vere and miraculous puniſhments on the one, and 
deliver the other out of their. long and diſmal capti- 
vity. Theſe came accordingly, and, in God's 
name, demanded Iſrael's releaſe of the proud king, 
and proved their divine commiſſion - Ser thoſe 
dreadful plagues with which they puniſhed his ob- 
ſtinate refuſal, as you may read them at full length 
in the ſeventh and following chapters of Exodus; 
the laſt of which was God's deſtroying angel's kill- 
ing all the firſt-born of Egypt both of man and 
beaſt, and ſparing all thoſe of the people of If- 
racl, as a juſt puniſhment for thoſe numberleſs 
male-infants that had been deſtroyed by the king's 
bloody command. And ſuch a dreadful one it 
proved as filled all the Egyptians with the utmoſt 
horror and conſternation, inſomuch that'it made 
them and their affrighted monarch beyond meaſure 
earneſt and preſſing to the Iſraelites to go out of their 
dominions with the utmoſt ſpeed, being afraid of 
their own lives every moment they ſtaid in it, and 
eager to get rid of them at any rate. "0 

Happy would it have been for them if they had 
continued in that mind ; but it ſeems they had not 
as yet ſufficiently ſmarted for their tyranny and op- 
preſſion ; ſo that they were ſcarcely gone a day's 
journey from them before they began to wiſh for 
them again, and repented of their too great caſineſs 
in depriving themſelves of ſo numerous a hoſt of 
uſcful laves, Pharaoh therefore loſt no time to pur- 


ſue 


* 


benefaQions ; nor thoſe who reap the benefit, be too of- 


ten reminded of their great obligation to their kind pre- 
ſeryers and deliverers, 
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ſue them at the head of a powerful army, and , 


vaſt number of the choiceſt chariots of war, He 
overtook them at the Red-ſea, where, ſeeing them. 
ſelves hemmed in, as it were, in front and rear, 
the cowardly Iſraelites, unuſed to freedom, 
to murmur at Moſes for bringing them into the ve. 
ry jaws of deſtruction, having, as they imagined, 
no other chance but that of being either drowned 
in the ſea, or cut in pieces by an exaſperated enemy, 
But Moſes ſoon diſpelled their fears, by aſſuring 
them of an immediate aſſiſtance from God, and 
that they ſhould ſoon ſee thoſe enemies they ſo 
much dreaded all deſtroyed to a man, and either 
ſunk into the bottom of the ſea, or,caft up dead 
upon the ſhore, Accordingly God was pleaſed to 
cauſe a vehement wind to blow all the night, which 
divided the waters aſunder, and opened them a path 
through the deep, whilſt the waves ſtood on each 
fide as a wall to defend them. At the fight of this 
miraculous path the Iſraelites marched boldly on 
thro* the deep, and got ſafe by the next morning 
to the oppoſite ſhore, whilſt the infatuated king, 
and his numerous army, aſſaying to purſue them 
through the ſame way, were all overwhelmed by 
the returning waters. This was the fatal end of 
the cruel Pharaoh and his hoſt, after having tyran- 
nized a long time, and in the moſt inhuman man- 
ner over Iſrael, as you may read it at full length in 
the book of Exodus, from chap, i. to the xv. and 
in Toſephus's Antiquities, book 2, chap. xii, and 
following. 
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ON foot eee eee 
* AiexXANDER, Ling and bigh-prief of the I RWS, 


his inhuman ſeverity againſt the PHARIS EES. 


„5 was both king and high-prieſt of 


the Jews“. He had always entertained an 
invin- 


— 


— —__—_—_ 


Alexander was lineally deſcended from the ſamous 
Jeſhua the Jewiſh high-prieſt, who, with the great Ezra, 
returned at the head of the Jewiſh captivity from Baby- 
lon to Jeruſalem, and there rebuilt the temple, and re- 
ſtored the worſhip of God, as you may read a full ac- 
count in the babbe of Ezra and Nehemiah, and in Jo- 


ſephus. After this return into their country, the high- 


prieſts took the government of civil as well as ecclefiaſti- 
cal affairs upon them, made alliances, wars and con- 
queſts, and were in a great meaſure abſolute monarchs, 
tho none took the title of king till Ariſtobulus, the 
brother and predeceſſor of this brave Alexander, who 
died in the firſt year of his reign, all his anceſtors hav- 
ing contented themſelves with that of high-prieſt, or at 
moſt of prince. See Joſephus's Antiquities, book 13. 
ch. 19. 

By this prieſtly tyranny the tribe of Judah, to whom 
the crown belonged, —_— to the prediftion of God, 
Geneſis xlix. 10. and the family of David, to whom 
God had confirmed it by an oath, ſee Pſalm Ixxxix. 3. 
and Samuel xii. 7. were kept under, and dwindled fo 
low, that in thoſe fourteen generations that paſſed be- 
tween the return from the captivity to the birth of Chriſt, 
they were reduced to the loweſt degree of poverty, Ac- 
cordingly we find, that Joſeph, the husband of the Bleſ- 
ſed Virgin Mary, was a poor obſcure carpenter, tho” he 
was of the royal family, and Mary herſelf was a your 
obſcure maid, tho? they were to be the parents of the 
Saviour of the world. But all this was conducted -4 

t 
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invincible hatred againſt the proud Phariſees &, whg 
had rendered the latter end of his worthy father 


the 
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the divine providence to verify the humble character in 
which the prophets, eſpecially Iſaiah, chapter ffy 
third, had deſcribed him; that he ſhould be reviled, de. 
ſpiſed, rejected, a man of ſorrow, and acquainted with 
griefſs; and that he ſhould ſtoop this low to check the 
pride of our corrupt nature, and raiſe the humble to the 
glory of his own eternal kingdom. 

*The Phariſees are ſaid in the goſpel to have be- 
lieved the reſurrection, eternal life, and the miniſtry of 
angels; whereas the Sadducees, who denied both, were 
a looſer kind of ſect, and thus far their dectrine was by 
much the beft. But the misfortune was, that they made 
religion to confſt in mere outſide, and gave themſelves 
no thought about inward ſanctity, which alone can re- 
commend us to God; and for this reaſon our Saviour 
very often, and very juſtly, reproved them for theit vile 
hypocriſy, pride, fraud, oppreſſion, and eſpecially for 
their ſetting up their own traditions above the commands 
of God. See in particular St Matthew, chapter twenty 
third throughout. 

It was this exceſſive pride and ſtubborn tenacicuſneſs 
which made them ſtill thwart the defigns_of Alexander, 
as they had done thoſe of his father, whom they per- 
ſecuted with the utmoſt hatred even after his death. A 
dreadful ſect this was: for if a king, tho' ever ſo good 
and brave, went about to ſuppreſs their inſolence, and 
ſhew greater ſavour to the Sadducees, he was ſure to 
have his reign imbittered with conſtant affronts and re- 
bellions. If, on the other hand, he condeſcended, for 
his own peace and quietneſs, to take them into favour, 
and-promote them to places of honour and profit, he 
was {ure to be in a much worſe condition, unleſs he ut. 
fered them to commit the moſt execrable barbarities, ty- 
rannies and extortions on the people; ſo that it was not 
without manifeſt reaſon that Alexander tried all poſſible 
means to keep them under, tho? all to little purpoſe, 
they were grown ſo numerous and powerful. 
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the brave Hyrcan's life and reign very uneaſy, and 
after his death had moſt unjuſtly calumniated and 


blackened his memory. As ſoon therefore as he 


came to the crown, he ſaw himſelf in a great mea- 


ſure forced to ſuppreſs and humble that imperious 


ſect. He was noble, generous, and brave, and in 


all likelihood would have gladly winked at their 
murmurings and biting reflections, had they not 
riſen to ſuch an intolerable heighth as to threaten 
his life and crown, and taken the advantage of 
his unſucceſsful wars with ſome neighbouring king- 
doms to affront and oppreſs him, to ſtir up the 
whole nation, and invite his enemies to come and 
protect them againſt him. 

By this means, not only the greateſt part of the 
Jews were juſt ready for an open rebellion, but 
ſeveral cities had already revolted from him, fo 
that he was forced to recruit his army, and march 
2zainft them. In this expedition he not only re- 
duced them to his obedience, but made ſuch ſe- 
vere examples of the revolters, as one would have 
thought might have deterred all the reſt, But the 
Phariſees were of another mold, and became the 
more outrageous in proportion to his ſeverities to 
the rebels, At length he was obliged, by his office 
of high-prieſt, to return to Jeruſalem at the feaſt 
of the tabernacles, to perform. the pontifical func- 
ons of that ſolemn feſtival * ; and this they choſe 

M as 
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* This was one of the three grand feaſts commanded 
by God, the other two were the paſſover and the ſeat 
of the weeks, to which our Eaſter and Whitſunday do an- 
wer. The one was inſtituted in memory of the Iſrae- 
lites paſſing over the Red-ſea, and the other in memory 
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as a proper opportunity to vent their rage and ma. 
lice againſt him in ſuch a manner as came littl; 
ſhort of an open rebellion. 

As the feſtival laſted eight days, on every one of 
which he was obliged to officiate at the altar in hi; 
pontifical robes, they pitched upon one of thoſe 
days (probably the laſt, on which the people go to 
the temple with palms and branches of a kind of 
lemons in their hands) and pelted him with them, 
and much more with their bittereſt imprecations, 
crying out, that he was unworthy not only cf 
the prieſtly and regal dignity, but even of life, 
This unexpected inſult at that ſolemn time plainly 
gave him to underſtand that he had to do with a 
crew of rebels who would not be eaſily ſtopped from 
an open revolt, unleſs they were timely ſuppreſſed; 
upon which he ſent immediately for ſome of his 

troops, 


* 1 r 
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miraculous manner from mount Sinai, as you may read 
it in the nineteenth and twentieth chapters of Exodus. 
This of the tabernacles was likewiſe inſtituted by 
Gd in memory of the Iſraelites forty years abode in 
the wilderneſs ; for which reaſon they were commanded 
to celebrate it not in their own houſes, but in booths 
made of the moſt delicious and fragrant green boughs, 
herbs and flowers, under which they eat, drank, and 
ſlept all the eight days; and thence it is called the feat: 
of the tabernacles or booths. The time of its celebra- 
tion was about the month of September, by which time 
they had completed and got in their harveſt, and were to 


give thanks to God for it. 


They were moreover forbid to do any ſervile work 
during the feaſt. They had proper ſacrifices, prayers, 
leſſons, pſalms and hymns for the ſolemnity, and were 
obliged to carry branches and noſegays in their hands to 
the temple, and to march every day in proceſſion round 
the altar on pon of faſting inſtead of feaſting on that 
gay in which they neglected it. | 
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troops, which fell upon the mutineers with ſuch 
fury, that they killed ſix thouſand of them upon 
the ſpot. The reſt were ſoon diſperſed for the pre- 
ſent, but rallied ſoon after, and grew to ſuch a 
head as to keep him employed near ſix years in a 
bloody civil war, in whith fifty thouſand more of 
them were killed, beſides a great number of his 
own men. At length, wearied of ſhedding the 
blood of ſo many of his ſubjects, vile and rebelli- 
ous as they were, he, tho? ſtill victorious over them, 
condeſcended to expoſtulate, or, to ſpeak more pro- 
perly, to capitulate with them, and to offer to be 
reconciled to them upon any honourable terms. To 
this they unanimouſly replied, that they would not 
accept of any other condition but his cutting his 
own throat; adding, at the ſame time, that he ought 
to think himſelf to be highly favoured, if they look- 
ed upon his death as a ſufficient recompence for the 
blood which he had cauſed to be ſhed, 

This inſolent reply, which plainly ſhewed they 
never deligned to be reconciled to him on any 
terms, flung him into ſuch a rage, that he immedi- 
atcly threatened to renew the war with them, and 
make ſuch a dreadful example of the firſt that 
ſhould fall into his hands as ſhould never be for- 
got, Accordingly he gave them ſeveral defeats, 
end killed a vaſt number of them in ſundry en- 
counters, without being able to abate in the leaſt the 
heat of their reſentment. Being at length quite out 
of all patience, he reſolved to let looſe the reins*of 
his fury, purſued them as far as Bethome, a ſtrong 
place of theirs, with great ſlaughter, and the next 
year took the town by aſſault, and put all that had 
retired thither to the ſword. He purſued his cru- 
city much further, but in ſuch a manner, and to 
iuch a heighth as cannot be read without horror, 
He cauſed eight hundred of their principal men and 
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leaders to be carried to Jeruſalem in chains, and 
there to be crucified all in one day, and on one ſpot 
of ground“ and then ordered their wives and 
children to be all butchered before their eyes, 
whilſt they hung in the utmoſt torment upon the 
croſs, 

A dreadful revenge this was, if Joſephus, who 
was a Phariſee, and conſequently no friend to him, 
hath not painted it in blacker colours than it de- 
ſerved, For, to complete the horror of it, and 
ſwell up the account of that monarch's barbarity to 
the higheſt pitch, we are told that he cauſed a 
ſumptuous banquet to be prepared for himſelf and 
his concubines near enough this ſcene of blood and 
horror, to glut his eyes and ears with their ſufferings 
and diſmal outcries. This inhuman action inject- 
ed ſuch a terror on the ſurviving rebels, that they 
quickly diſperſed themſelves far enough out of his 
reach, whilft the proud Phariſees loaded him with 
the vileſt of epithets, as well they might, if he 
could be guilty of ſuch monſtrous inhumanity, 

| and, 
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* This puniſhment was of ancient date among the 
Heathen. The Romans and Carthaginians uſed it, 
but with this difference, that the Romans only con- 
demned to it their ſlaves and perſons of the lowelt rank, 
whereas the Carthaginians crucified their generals and 
chief magiſtrates, if they did not do their 2 

This dreadful execution was performed by nailing the 
hands and feet of the criminal to a croſs naked, and leav- 
ing him hanging by thoſe four wounds made in four of 
the moſt ſenſible parts of the body till they expired, which 
ſometimes did not happen till three or four days after their 
execution. In ſome caſes they did ſhorten indeed their 
miſery, by ſhooting them to death with arrows, piercing 
them with launces, and ſuch like ways of diſpatch, 
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and, among others, with that of Tracidas, or 
Thracian *. 

Having, by this terrible example, quelled, in a 
great meaſure, the fury of the Phariſaic ſect, he 
turned his arms againſt Demettius, who was come 
to aſſiſt the rebels, defeated, and carried him pri- 
ſoner to Jeruſalem: but, from that time, tho? 
{till thirſty of new conqueſts, and ſucceſsful in his 
attempts, his life became a burthen to him, being 
attacked with an obſtinate quartan ague, occaſioned 
by his ſatigues and debauches, He tried in vain 
to ſhake it of by medicines, warlike exerciſes, 
and] other martial excurſions, but it ſtuck cloſe and 
ſeverely to him to the day of his death, which hap- 
pened about three years after, as be was laying ſiege 
to Ragaba F. Thus died the great king and high- 
prieſt of the Jews in the twenty ſeventh year of 
his aze, his ſtrength being quite exhauſted, and his 
body emaciated between his diſtemper, his ſatigues 
and debauches. A glorious prince he was in all 
other reſpects; and, as he was truly brave, might 
have been a much milder one, had not the conti- 
nued ſeditions of the Phariſees puſhed him to that 
unheard-of act of cruelty, which is the only thing 
that could ſully his character. What made his 
early death ſtill more dreadful to him was, that he 
mult leave a noble and virtuous wife, with two 
young ſons, expoſed to the barbarous fury of that 
ievengeful ſet, How ſhe eſcaped it is foreign to 

our 
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*The Thracians were a nation infamous for their 
cruelties above all the reſt, tho' we do no where read of 
their having been guilty of ſuch a flagrant inſtance of it 

a that above. | 


+ This was a very ſtrong ſortreſs on the other ſide of 
the river Jordan, 
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our purpoſe here; we ſhall find a much more proper 
place for it under a ſubſequent head. Joeſepbus'; 
Antiguities, l. xiii. c. 23. Fewihh Wars, l. i. c. 4, 


dee e e een 


HERO 's cruelty, and dreadful death, 


H* ROD, by the friendſhip of Julius Cæſar 
and Marc Antony, both whom he had obli- 
ged by many ſingular ſervices, had been created king 
of the Jews by the Romans, who had ſeized that 
kingdom, and made it ſubject to them“. He was 

indeed 


" 


It is not very plain whether Herod was of Jewiſh | 


extraction or not. Molt people allow-him to have been 
an Icumean, Which nation was &-ſc-nded f:om Edem 
tie elier brother of J»cob, from whom the Jews ſprung, 
ire Geneſis xxv. 20. As for the Edomites, they had 
been lately ſubdued by the Jews, and had received the 
circumciſion and the law of Moſes; fo that they were, 
in a manner, incorporated into the fame commonweaith 
with them. | : 

Herod was at firſt made governor of Galilee, where 
he behaved with uncommon bravery againſt the banditu 
or r<bbers thut infeſted that province, and whom he at 
length quit? .exterminated,. He doth not ſeem to have 
had much zeal for the Jewiſh religion, being rather 4 
ſla ve to his predominant ambition, which made him act 
ſometimes agreeadly, and often contrary to it, as occa- 
fon ſerved. For this he was hated by the Jews, who, 
being then under the yoke of the Romans, accuſed him 
before the ſenate. He was forced to appear there in his 
own defence, and partly by his immenie liberality, and 
partly by the intereſt of Czar and M. Antony, got 
himielf elected king of the Jews, to the great mortin-— 
cation of his enemies, eſpecially the Pharilees, 5 

cou. 
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indeed a very magnificent perſon, but naturally of 


n haughty, jealous, cruel, and irreconcilable tem- 
per. 


— 
—— — 


could never brook to have a ſtranger to be their king, 
it being contrary to the law of Moles, ſee Leuter. xvi. 
14, 15. However the Sadducees, and ſome of the reit 
of the Jews, had been gained by his profuſe generolity 
to his party, and theſe were nicknamed Herodians, of 
whom the goſpel makes mention in ſeveral places, ſee 
among others, Matth. xxii. 16. Mark xi. 13. 

If it be asked how the prophecy of Jacob, Geneſis 
xlix. 10. (that the ſceptre ſhould not depart from the 
houſe of Judah, &c. till Shiloh, that is, the Meſſias, or 
Chriſt c:me) can be ſaid to have been fulfilled, ſince the 
ſceptre was gone from Judah, firſt to the Romans, and 
from them to this Herod, who was a ſtranger, ſo long 
before the coming of Chrill. 

The anſwer is eaſy ; for by the ſceptre is not here 
meant the royal dignity, that had long before been in 
the hands of the prieſts, as we ſhewed in a late note; 
but the legiſlative and executive powers, eſpecially in 
matters of religion, which the Romans left their great 
Sanhedrim or high-court to enjoy after Chriſt's aſcenſion. 
Accordingly we find, by the goſpel, that they appealed 
to this power. We have a law, ſaid he, by which law 
he (Chriſt) ought to die, John xix. 7. And in the twenty 
fourth chapter of the Acts, Tertullus tells Feſtus, that 
they would have taken Paul and judged him according 
to their law, that is, put him to death for what they cal- 
led blaſphemy, or preaching. that Jeſus was the ſon of 
God, and the promiſed Meſſiah. | 

According to which power we find St. Stephen acculed 
of the ſame pretended crime betore the grand council, 
convicted and executed for it in a regular method; and 
St. Paul, before his converſion, we read, had letters 
irom the chief prieſts of the Jews to perſecute the Chri- 
ſtians, as he ſays himſelf, unto priſons, chains, and even 
unto death, Acts xxii. 4. xXXvi. 10, & ſeq, fo that it is 
plain they had fill the ſceptre or power of life and 
death after Shiloh the Meſlias was come. 
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per. We have had occaſion to mention ſome in. 
{tances of his jealouſy and cruelty, ſee page 38th, 
and particularly to his beloved and virtuous queen 
Mariamne, and to his two brave ſons, page 40. & 
ſeq. One may indeed ſay of him, that his whole 
reign was blackened with moſt dreadful murders, 
executions, tortures, and other kinds of butcheries; 
which, as they ſullied all his brave and generous 
actions, ſo they rendered him dreadful and odious to 
all his ſubjects, becauſe in all theſe he neither ſpared 
age, ſex, condition, or even the neareſt relations, 
The following is a flagrant inſtance of it, 

When the Saviour of the world was born at 
Bethlehem, according to the prophecies that went 
before of him, and the wiſe-men came from the 
eaſt to pay their homage and adoration to the new- 
born king; Herod no ſooner heard of it, but he 
reſolved to find him out, and put him to death, 
et him be ſprung from what parents he would. 
Jo this end he dalired the wiſe- men to go in ſearch 
ef tim, and then bring him word where he was, 
pretending that he deſigned likewiſe to go and pay 
his reſpects to him. But God, who knew his 
bloody deſign, withdrew the divine babe from 
thence into Egypt, there to abide till the tyrant 
was dead, whilit the wiſe- men were forbid to return 
to him, and commanded to retura home another 
Way. 

As ſoon therefore as Herod found himſelf de- 
luded by the wiſe-men, he iſſued out a bloody edict 
to have all the children, from two years old and 
downwards, to be maſſacred in one day, not only 
in the city of Bethlehem, - but in all the coaſts 
round about; ſo that there was a terrible ſlaughter 
made of them, as you may read it in the ſecond 
chapter of St. Matthew, Macrobius, upon this 
account, tells us, that the Roman emperor Augu- 


ſtus, 
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ſtus, hearing that one of Herod's ſons, who was 
then at nurſe in that neighbourhood, had been put 
to death among the reſt, ſaid pleaſantly, "That it 
was better to be Herod's hog than his fon, becauſe 
the Jews neither eat nor kill any hogs. 

[t were endleſs to trace him through all the ſcenes 
of cruelty and fury into which his inſurmountable 
jealouſy hurried him; we ſhall content ourſelves 
with giving a ſignal inſtance of it towards his near- 
eſt and deareſt relations. Some complaints having 
been exhibited againſt him to Marc Antony, then 
at the head of the Roman army in Syria, he was 
ſummoned to appear before bim; and being doubtful 
how it would go with him, left his beloved Mariam- 
ne under the care of his uncle, with ſtrict orders that 
he ſhould put her to death as ſoon as he heard that 
he was condemned by Antony ; giving this reaſon 
for his bloody command, that he could not bear 
the thoughts of her ſurviving him. During his ab- 
ſ:nce, Joſeph (that was the uncle's name) was ever 
entertaining her with an account of Herod's ſincere 
love to her, and unadviſedly gave her an account 
of the bloody injunction he had left with him, as 
a proof of the violence of his paſſion ; the hearing 
of which made that princeſs's blood ſhudder at his 
cruclty, inſtead of looking upon it as an inſtance 
of his affection to her. ä 

Herod at length appeared before M. Antony, but 
had taken ſuch care to bribe him with his vaſt pre- 
ſents, that he got himſelf eaſily abſolved by him, 
and returned in triumph to Judea. As he was ex- 
ceſſive fond of Mariamne, he went to give her an 
account of his fucceſs, and ſhe expreſſed as much 
Joy at it as ſhe could; but the remembrance of the 
fatal orders he had left concerning her had made 
ſuch an impreſſion upon her mind, that ſhe could 
not help betraying a certain coldneſs, mixed with 
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dread, every time ſhe ſaw him. The jealous mo- 
narch eaſily perceived it, but, not guefling at the 
right cauſe, imputed it to her want of affection, 
and tried all means to convince her of his paſſionate 
love for her. The queen,*whoſe noble ſoul could not 
but abhor a paſſion which inſpired him with ſuch 
cruelty, was at length provoked to lay open the ſe- 
cret of his b.rbarous orders to his uncle in ſuch pa- 
thetic terms as ſtung him to the heart. His jea- 


louſy immediatcly ſuggeſted to him, that nothing. 


but a criminal converſation with Joſeph could have 
got that. ſecret from him, and in the firſt heat of 
his fury he was going to ſacrifice her to his revenge 
with his own hand ; but his love, and her beaut 
and roodneſs, diſarmed him for the preſent. How- 
ever, he wrecked all his venzeance on his uncle 
and her mother as the cauſes of this diſcovery ; the 
firſt he cauſed to be put to death immediately, re- 
fuſing even to ſee him, or hear what he could fa 
for himſelf; the mother he cauſed to be put in 
chains, and confined to priſon under a ſtrong guard. 
This laſt piece of cruelty having increaſed Mari- 
amne's coldneſs, or rather averiion to him, he ſoon 
cauſed her to be put to death in tie manner I have 
formcily related, Her mother, who. had much 
more juſtly incurred his diſpleaſure, was not ſuf— 
fered to ſurvive her long. Thus went he on ſacri- 
ficing friends and foes up to his deareſt relations, to 
his jealouſy and reſentment, 

By this time he was become ſo odious to all his 
ſubjects, and much more fo to his own family, 
and was grown ſo ſenlible of it, that he was turn- 
ed into a mere ſavage, and his palace into a ſham- 
bles, inſomuch that he narrowly eſcaped being poi- 
ſoned by ſome, or aſſaſſinated by others of his re- 
lations and ſubjects. In this dreadful condition he 
lived abhorred by all men, aud much more by 

himſelf, 
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himſelf, when he was ſeized with a violent, pain- 
ful, and nauſeous diſeaſe *, which helped to make 
him completely wretched, and indeed much more 
ſo than the moſt miſerable creature in his dominion, 
or perhaps in the whole world. He had in vain 
recourſe to phyſicians, to mineral waters, baths, 
and all ſuch impotent helps, which were not ſo much 
as capable to give him any eaſe in his moſt excru- 
ciating pains, much leſs to his more tortured mind. 
During this his laſt and grievous ſickneſs two 
things happened to him, which increaſed, if poſ- 
ſible, his load of woe, His graceleſs ſon Antipa- 
ter, whom he deſigned for his ſucceſſor, and in 
whoſe favour he had put to death his two brave 
ones whom he had by Mariamne, was convicted of 
treaſon againit him, and with ſuch aggravating cir- 
cumitances, as obliged him to order him to be 
itrangled five days before his own death. On the 
other hand, ſome zealous Phariſees, to ſhew their 
hatred to him, went about the city, and brake down 
and deſtroyed a great number of ſtately fabricks, 
M 6 ſtatues 


* This grievous diſeaſe, which Joſephus doth not 
ſcruple to call a judgment from God for his cruelties, 
&c. was a flow conſuming heat within, and a voracious ap- 
petite Which nothing could ſatisfy. His bowels were all 
uicerated ; his members were full of corruption and 
worms, which crawled ont of them. His legs were ſwelled 
to a monſtrous ſize, and his whole body was infected with 
a dread/u! itch or leproſy. His carcaſe had ſuch a nauſeous 
ſcent as could hardly be endured even by himſelf, and 
the pains which he felt all over him were intolerable ; 
ail which was cauſed by the ſharpneſs of his blood, 
wiich, by the vehemence of his long indulged paſſions, 
was turned into a dreadful corroſive, not without the ma- 
nifeſt hand of providence, which, as we obſerved a lit- 


tle higher, orders our fayourite vices to become our tore 
mentors, 
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ſtatues and ornaments which he had reared during 
his reign, This laſt affront, which could not but 
give him the moſt mortifying ſenſe of the joy which 
his death would cauſe throughout the kingdom, 
touched him to the heart more perhaps than any 
thing that ever happened to him, and put him up- 
on one of the moſt helliſh ſtratagems, not only to 
allay that joy, but to fill the whole land with the 

deepeſt mourning, | 
He ordered the ring-leaders of that riot to be 
ſent in chains to Jericho, whither he cauſed him- 
ſelf to be tranſported in a litter, and there having 
aſſembled all the heads of the Jewiſh nation, com- 
plained to them of the affront done to him. T he Jews 
could eaſily have told him, that there had been no- 
thing deſtroyed but what he knew was forbid by the 
ſecond commandment ; but being afraid of rouzing 
his fury, they contented themſelves with diſclaim- 
ing the fact, and leaving the zealot priſoners to his 
mercy, which he extended to them in no other 
way than by cauſing them to be burnt alive, whilſt 
he pretended to forgive the reſt of the nation, But 
he had a much more bloody revenge againſt them 
than they could ever have ſuſpected even from ſuch 
a bloody tyrant, which he left to them as his 
laſt legacy. He ſent a ſecond order to the heads of 
the whole Jewiſh nation to repair a ſecond time to 
Jericho on pain of death, and, upon their arrival, 
cauſed them all to be ſhut up in the Circus *, and 
having 


"”_—_ — 
et. 
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* This was a large incloſure in faſhion of an amphi- 
theatre, deſigned chiefly to exhibit ſhews, plays, com- 
bats, and other ſuch ſports. Some of theſe were round, 
and ſome oval, encompaſſed with a high wall without, 
and ſeats within, for the conveniency of the ſpectators. 
The ſmalleſt of theſe were generally capacicus enough 
to hold a great many thouſand ſpectators. 
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having ſent ſor his ſiſter Salome, a woman much 
of the ſame cruel diſpoſition, left her and her huſ- 
band in charge to maſſacre them all as ſoon as he 
was dead. By this means, ſaid he to her, I ſhall 
at once damp all their mirth, and ſecure a deep 
and real mourning at my death throughout the na- 
tion, Salome promiſed to ſee it punctually per- 
formed, at which he ſeemed to receive a kind of 
bloody pleaſure even at thoſe his laſt moments, as 
if the crue] deed had been really ated before his 
eyes. Perhaps he might pleaſe himſelf with the 
thoughts that it would be a means of involving 
the nation into ſome dreadful ferment, in which 
ſhe herſelf might fall one of the firſt victims; for 
whatever kindneſs he might outwardly ſhew to 
her, yet in his heart he had all the reaſon to hate 
her for being the chief fomenter of all the diſorders 
and miſchiefs that had befallen his family *. 


In 


— — — — 


This virago had got ſo far the aſcendant of her 
brother, that ſhe could hurry him into any of the moſt 
unnatural cruelties. She had conceived ſuch an averſion 
againſt . Mariamne on account of her excellent virtues, 
that ſhe did not ceaſe plotting againſt her till ſhe brought 
her to the block. She was likewiſe the cauſe of her 
two ſons being put to death, and, in a word, of all 
the diſaſters that happened in Herod's family; and, at 
the ſame time, acted with ſuch caution, that it was a 
long time before he could ſuſpect her. And when at 
length her intrigues, cruelties and perfidy came to be 
found out, either his fear of her, or ſome other ſecret 
motive, prevented his wrecking that vengeance on her 
which ſh2 deſerved. He even left her by his will ſome. 
conſiderable legacies; but, upon the whole, it looks as if his 
making her the executioner of his bloody orders againſt 
the Jews, was deſigned as a trap to expole her to the fury 

; an 
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In this miſerable condition, and helliſh dif, 
ſition of mind, he died abhorred by all the world, 
eſpecially by his own nation, in the ſeventieth year 
of his age, and the thirty ſeventh from his advance. 
ment to the crown. The Jewiſh chiefs, who had 
been kept thut up in the Circus, had no other pro- 
ſpect but that of being all maſſacred by his orders; 
but it pleaſed God to turn the hearts of Salome 
and Alexas in their favour, who, in ſpight of all 
the oaths which the dying tyrant had extorted 
from them, thought it much ſafer to releaſe 
thoſe untortunate perſons, and ſend them to their 
own homes in peace and joy, which they accord- 
ingly did without loſs of time. Foſephus's Anti- 


quittes, I. xvi. c. 17, & feq. Fewiſh War, 
books 1, 2. 


ANTI- 


and reſentment of the whole nation, but which ſhe had 


tie addreſs to avoid, by eluding his commands, and 
giving them their liberty. 
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ANTIOCHUS's cruelty, and miſerable end. 


V E have already mentioned this tyrannic prince 

under a former head, and the reaſon of his 
ſirnaming himſelf Epiphanes, page 166, & ſeq. 
All the provocation which the Jews gave him to 
perſccute them at the horrid rate he did, was, that 
during his expedition into Egypt, there had been, 
by ſome means, a report ſpread that he was dead, 
at which, it ſeems, they made ſome public re- 
joycings, as well tifey might, conſidering what a 
tyrant he had been to them. However, he was fo 
exaſperated at thein for it, that he marched ſtraight- 
way into Judea, laid fiege to Jeruſalem, took 
it by ftorm, and in three days time maſlacred forty 
thouſand Jews, and fold a much greater number 
for {laves to other nations, He next went and 
profaned the temple, both by his preſence and abo- 
minable ſacrifices *, and plundered it of all its gold 


and 


—— 


*The entrance into any part of the temple was 
forbid to all uncircumciſed perſons ; only there was a 
court in it, called the court of the Gentiles, into which 
thoſe who were deſirous to pay their adoration to God, or 
to offer their prayers and ſacrifices, might be admitted, 
and from which they could behold, at a due diſtance, 
the grand ſolemnity of the Jewiſh worſhip. 

But this impious king, deſpiſing all God's ordinances, 
ventured to penetrate into the moſt ſacred part of God's 
houſe, to which the prieſis only, and in one of them on- 
ly the high-prieft were allowed to enter. And as if this 
had not been a ſufficient affront to the God of Iſ- 
rael, he cauſed a ſow (which was held in abomina- 


tion by all the Jews, purſuant to the law of Moſes) 
to 
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and ſilver utenſils of an immenſe value. At his 
departure he ſet a governor over them, who was a 
ſworn enemy to that nation, and a man of the vil- 
eſt character for oppreſſion and cruelty, whilf 
himſelf went again into Egypt, with a deſign to 
add that kingdom to his own, 
Antiochus would certainly have conquered it in 
a ſhort time, had not the Romans interpoſed, and 
ſent him expreſs orders to withdraw himſelf and 
his forces out of it. The rage into which this 
diſappointment threw him is hardly to be ex- 
preſſed; but as he durſt not vent it againſt any 
other nation, he reſolved to let it all fall on the op- 
preſſed Jews. He marched accordingly into ju— 
dea, and ſent Apollonius to enter into Jeruſalem 
in a friendly manner with twenty two thouſand 
men, and on the next fabbath, when the Jews 
were at their worſhip, to cut them all to pieces, 
except the women and children, who were to be 
ſold for flaves. Apollonius obeyed, and the Jews 
ſuftered themſelves to be ſlaughtered on that day 
without offering the leaſt reſiſtance *, till their 
ſtrects 


* 
— 


to be ſacrificed in the temple, and the b'ood and broath 
of it to be ſprinkled all over the ſacred building. ä 
* The Jews had ſmarted fo ſeverely during their ſe- 
venty years captivity in Babylon for their former idola- 
trics, breach of the ſabbath, and other divine commands, 
that aſter their return they were ſcrupulous in the ob- 
ſervance of them, even to a degree of ſuperſtition. 
Among other things they became ſuch ſtrict obſervers 
of the iabbath, that if they were attacked by their ene- 
mies on that day, they ſuffered themſelves to be butcher- 
ed without offering to make the leaſt reſiſtance. By this 
means they were in danger of being totally deſtroyed, 
becauſe their enemies generally choſe to aſſault them on 


that day above any other. Such frequent flaughters 
having 


— 
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ſtreets ran with the blood of the ſlain, They next 
plundered the city and temple ; and to complete all, 
Antiochus cauſed a ſtrong fortreſs to be built on one 
of the hills over againſt the temple, to annoy thoſe - 
that ſhould repair to that holy place, by which 
means the worſhip of God was totally ſuppreſſed ; 
and having burnt part of the city, and demoliſhed 
another, he marched into other cities of Judea, 
where he exerciſed the moſt horrid cruelties againſt 
that unhappy nation, He ſeized and burnt more- 
over all the ſacred books that he could lay his hands 
on, and forbid the reading, or even having them 
in their houſes under the ſevereſt penalties, after 
which he returned to his capital. | 
During his abſence however, the Jews took freſh 
courage, and under their brave general Judas, fir- 
named Maccabee *, began to try to make a freſh 


puſh 


Mem. 8 


having been already made amongſt them, Judas Macca- 
b-us was forced to convene all the prieſts and chiefs of 
the nation, and to apprize them cf the diſmal conſe- 
quence of their thus obitinately refuling to ſtand on ther 
own defence on the ſabbath as well as on any cther day. 
Upon which it was unanimouſly reſolved, that it ſhould 
be lawful for the future to make all proper defence on the 
{ buach, tho? not to act offenſively againſt the enemy. 
It is not eaſy to come at the true etymology of that 
name. The moit probable opinion is, that they were 
cilied ſo from the four initial letters which they carried 
in their ttandards, M. C. B. I. alluding in the Hebrew 
language to a paſſage in the twelſta chapter of Exodus, 
verie 11, Vo i Hike unto thee, O Lord, among the gods ? 
The Romans had ſomething like it in theirs, 8. P. QR. 


bgnifying the ſenate and people of Rome; as the city - - 


o: London has ics S. P. IL. for the ſenate and people 
of London. 


The name of Maccabee was therefore given at firſt 
among 
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Puſh for liberty, Fhey proved ſo ſucceſsful in it, 


that Antiochus's troops received ſeveral ſignal de- 
feats, which obliged him to ſend a more powerful 
army into Judea under the command of Lyſias, 
one of his beſt generals, and a great enemy to the 
Jews. Soon after this he heard the news that Ly- 
fias had been totally defeated, and that the brave 
Judas Maccabeus had re-taken the city and temple, 
and reſtored the divine worſhip in it. It was then 
that he began to vent his rage in moſt horrid blaſ- 
phemies againſt the God of the Jews, and to ſwear 
the utter extirpation' of the whole nation, So ea- 
ger was he to ſet about the bloody work, that he 
commanded his charioteer to drive with the utmoſt 
ſpeed towards Judea, 

He was ſcarce done ſpeaking before he was ſeized 
with a violent pain in his bowels, which no me- 
dicine could cure or abate, This did not however 
flop his career; but as he was in the heighth of it, 
he received ſuch a terrible fall from his chariot, 
that not being longer able to bear the ſhaking of 
it, he ordered himſelf to be put into a litter *, The 
motion of this proving {till too violent for him, he 

was 


— 
„ 


among the Jews to thoſe who took up arms in defence of 
their religion, eſpecially to Judas Maccabeus and his bre- 
thren, and thoſe that fought under them; but in time it 
came to be the peculiar appellative of thoſe who ſuffered for 
it, as you may fee by the two books of the Maccabees, 
among the Apocrypha in our Engliſh bivles. 

* A litter is made much in the ſame form as our 
coaches, only with this difference, that theſe going upon 


wheels, are apt to jolt and fatigue the rider, eſpecially - 


the ſick; whereas the litter, being ſuſpended by two 
long poles, and carried between two horſes or mules, as 
our ChaitS here are between two men, is much more ca- 
ſy and fit for perſons in that condition. 
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was forced to ſtop at the next town, and to be put 
into a bed, where he ſuffered the moſt exquiſite 

torment, occaſioned by a ſtrange vermin which had 

by this time bred in his bowels, and were conti- 

nually gnawing them, which cauſed an intolerable. 
ſtench as well as pain, It was now a proper time 

for him to reflect upon his paſt conduct, on his cru- 

elties, ſacrileges and impiety, the remembrance of 
which did, by his own confeſſion, torture his mind 

to a much more dreadful degree, inſomuch that he 

ſancied himſelf purſued and tormented by the ghoſts 

of thoſe he had formerly perſecuted, 

As ſoon as he was capable to recover himſelf 
from theſe frightful fancies, he exprefſed himſelf 
in words to this effect: What a ſudden and dread- 
ful change, O my friends, have I undergone, and 
what inexpreſſible torments am I forced to ſuffer ! 
Too late do I remember the horrid calamities I 
have brought upon Jeruſalem and the Jewiſh na- 
tion, and it is now but juſt that their God ſhould 
wreck his vengeance upon ſuch an impious wretch 
as I have been! Oh that any thing could appeaſe 
his anger, I would not only reſtore his worſhip, 
2nd acknowledge his power and juſtice, but I would 
even be myſelf circumciſed, would reſtore all the” 
lacred utenſils of his temple, and be one of the 
moit zealous promoters of his religion and wor- 
ip. Thus did the wretched monarch bemoan 
himſelf, hoping to ſoften the Almigity by promi- 
lea, extorted not ſo much from a ſenſe of his guilt, 
as of his extreme pain and miſery, But God had 
chofen a much fitter inſtrument to reſtore his wor- 
i'/þ and the Jewiſh ſtate to its ancient ſplendor ; 
the brave Maccabee and his brethren performed 
that glorious task, whilſt Antiechus, over and a- 
bove all his other misfortunes, had the mortihca- 


tion to ſee it carried on with ſurprizing ſucceſs z 
| and 
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and after having languiſhed ſome time in this dif. 
mal condition, expired in the twelfth year of his 
reign. Second Book of Maccabees, ch. 6, & ſeq, 
F oſephus's Antiquities, Polybius, Euſebius, St. Je- 


rom, &c. 


Prolemy PHILOPATOR's cruel deſigns againſt 
the Jews miraculouſly defeated, His death, 


TOLEMY PHILOPATOR was a wicked and de- 


bauched prince, impious and cruel to all that 
oppoſed him. He began his reign with the mur- 
der of his brother, a brave and virtuous prince, 
and ſoon after blackened it ſtill more by his cruel- 
to the noble Cleomenes, king of Sparta *, who 
had been driven from his country, and taken ſanc- 
tuary in Egypt under his father. But his greateſt 
malice was againſt the Jews, on account, as he 
pretended, that they had denied him admittance in- 
to the temple. * But whether this, or any other 


Was 


7 — 


— 


This brave prince, whom his rebellious ſubjects had 
forced to take refuge in Egypt, being quite diſpleaſed 
with the debauchery of the Egyptian ccurt, deſired 
leave to return home: but inſtead of obtaining it, he 
was clapt into priſon with all his friends and {ervants, 
where, having in vain attempted to make their eſcape, 
they were forced to kill one another, to avoid a more 
cruel dœom. 

Ptolemy was ſo enraged at it, that he cauſed the un- 
fortunate king's body to be flead and nailed to a croſs; 
and, as if this had not bcen a ſufficient revenge, he 
cauſed his queen, the virtuous Cratiſelea, her children, 
and all her female retinue to be put to death. See Plu- 
tarch in the lite of Cleomenes. 


1 
Is 
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was the cauſe, he formed a moſt impious deſign 
to force as many as he could to forſake their reli- 
gion, and to deſtroy all the reſt, and even their ve- 
ry name and memory for ever. 

He began with depriving all thoſe that would not 
turn to his religion of all the liberties and immu— 
nities which they had enjoyed, whilſt he enlarged 
thoſe of as many as would ſacrifice to his gods, 
This behaviour not having been able to tempt above 
three hundred from among the many thouſands 
that ſtuck firm to their religion, he grew ſoenraged 
againſt the whole nation, that he iſſued out an or- 
cer to have all thoſe that lived in Egypt to be 
brought in chains to Alexandria, and to be ſhut up 
in the Hippodrome *, which was accordingly done, 
He then commanded the maſter of his elephants to 
bring five hundred of thoſe monſtrous creatures by 


the next morning to be let looſe againſt them f. 
He 


— 


— 


* 'The Hippodrome was a wide, ſpacious, incloſed 
parcel of ground, deſigned for horlc-races and other pub- 
lic ſports. 

+ Elephants are the largeſt creatures that walk upon 
the earth, they are naturally wild, but may be rendered 
{9 tame and docile, as to be employed in many kinds of 
ſervices. 'i'heir chief uſe however was in war, where 
they were wont to let them looſe upon the enemy, againſt 
whom they went with ſuch fury, beſides the dreadfulneſs 
of their ſize and looks, that they carried terror where- 
ver they came, and puſhed and trampled all that oppoſed 
them under foot. 

It was the cuſtom, whenever they deſigned them either 
to fall upon an enemy, or upon ſuch unhappy wretches 
as were condemned to be expoſed to them, as the Jews 
here were, to give them a large quantity of wine to 
drink, tae fumes and ſtrength of which, whilſt it laſted, 


made them ten times more furious and deſtructive than 


they naturally were. 
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He came exactly at the time appointed, followe| 
by all the city, who were to be ſpectators of the 
dreadful ſight; but providence ſo ordered it, that 
the king, who had carouzed it the beſt part of the 
night, outſlept the time, and was forced to put of 
the execution till the next day. He took care, at 
the ſame time, to order ſome ſervants to rouze him 
up early enough on the next morning ; but he ſlept 
ſo ſoundly then alſo, that they could not awake him, 
ſo that the company was diſappointed a ſecond time 
of their inhuman ſport, 

The third morning being come, he came with 
all his court, and all that were in the city, to ſe 
the diſmal ſpectacle; but the poor Jews had hal 
time by this to offer up their continual prayers to 
heaven, and providence was pleaſed to work fo mi- 
raculouſly in their favour, that the elephants, in- 
ſtead of ruſhing in upon them, turned all their fu- 
ry againſt the more ſavage ſpectators, and made a 
dreadful havock among them. What affrighted, 
it ſeems, thoſe fierce animals from falling upon 
their deſigned victims, was ſome ſtrange appari- 
tions in the air, which ſcared them from puſhing 
forward, and drove them among the crowds of 
gazers. As the hand of God was viſible in all this 
tranſaction, it made a lively impreſſion on the king, 
who, from that time, took the Jews into his fa- 
vour, reſtored them to their former privileges, and 
even gave them liberty, at their earneſt requeſt, to 
put to death all that had apoſtatized from their re- 
ligion, which they did with the utmoſt prompti- 
tude and exactneſs, not ſparing one ſingle man of 
them. 

Ptolemy, tho* thus miraculouſly prevented from 
carrying on his cruel deſigns againſt the Jews, till 
continued in his vicious and debauched courſes with- 
out remorſe, and employing his inſtruments of cru- 
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cl:y againſt thoſe that diſpleaſed him ; the black- 
eſt inſtance of which was that of his queen and fi- 
fter*, the noble and generous Arſinoe, a lady who had 
a real affection for him, and had accompanied him 
in all his wars, often expoling herſelf to the greateſt 
dangers to ſave him. She had moreover, aſter 
ſeveral years barrenneſs, brought him forth a ſon 
and heir, to the great joy of all his people ; not- 
withſtanding all which, and the complaints ſhe of- 
ten made to him of his want of affection and regard 
to her, he ſtil] purſued his brutiſh humour towards 
her, and at length cauſed her to be put to death, 
After this he gave himfelf wholly to his debauches, 
till they quite exhauſted his ſtrength, and deprived 
him at once of his life and kingdom in the flower 
of his age, that is, in the thirty ſeventh year of it. 
Third book of Maccabees, ch. 2, 3, 4, and 5 f. 
See Philgſtorgus and Rufin's Latin verſion of Foſe- 
Phus, 2 FJuſtin, St. Ferom on Bana Le. 


Ocnvus's 


* 
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* Tt was the conſtant cuſtom of the kings of Egypt 
to marry their ſiſters, if they had any, preferably to any 
other princeſs. | 

This book is not in our Engliſh bibles, becauſe it 
contains nothing but ſuch perſecutions as the Jews under- 
went out of the land of promiſe, and which they did in 
{ome meaſure deſerve, as upon ſome other accounts, ſo 
particularly for refuſing to return into their own country, 
when Cyrus king of Babylon had given them ſuch en- 
couragement, as you may read in the firſt chapters of 
Ezra, and preferring their private gain in ſtrange coun- 
tries to the privilege of ſerving Ged in his own way in 
Jeruſalem and Judea, now laid waſte by their ſeventy 
years abſence. 
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Ocuvus's cruelty, impiety and death. 


ww «a+ X#At Q—”& eas 


e was one of the moſt cruel and impious 
kings that ever the Perſians had. Upon his 
very firſt acceſſion to the crown, he filled not on] 
the . palace and metropolis, but almoſt the whole 
1 empire with blood and ſlaughter. He put all to 
[ death that were of the royal blood, without diſtinc- 
tion of age or ſex, He cauſed even his own ſiſter 
Ocha to be buried alive, and ſhut up one of his 
uncles, with about a hundred of his children and 
grandchildren, in one of the courts of the palace, 
. where he barbarouſly cauſed them to be ſhot to 
. death by his archers. With the ſame barbarity he 
treated all the nobility. and gentry of his kingdom, 
.and, in a word, all that had either virtue or merit 
enough to become obnoxious to him, 
Ochus, by theſe cruelties, was become odious to 
all his ſubjects. Rebellions upon rebellions were 
hatched againſt him, and whole provinces revolted 
from him; yet he found ſtill means to quell the 
one, and reduce the other, with ſurprizing quick- 
neſs and ſucceſs. All things ſeemed to conſpire to 
crown the tyrant's wiſhes for ſome conſiderable 
time. The conqueſt of Egypt was what he ſeemed 
to have moſt at heart: But he could not reach it with- 
out making himſelf maſter of Judea and Phenice, 
both which kingdoms were very likely, conſi- 
dering their ſtrength, to have kept him employed 
long enough to have given the Egyptians time to 
provide for a ſtout defence, and yet Judea was 
ſoon forced to yield to his ſuperior force, and Phe- 
nice was betrayed to him by the treacherous Ten- 


nes king of Sidon, whoſe throat Ochus cauſed to 
be 
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be cut immediately after, as a juſt reward for his 
1 perfidy, and perhaps the only good thing he did 
during his reign. Egypt was ſoon after conquered, 
and forced to ſuffer the terrible effects of his ty- 


Us But whilſt he was in the-heighth of his ſucceſs, 
If and reigned fearleſs and uncontrouled, providence 
ly ſtirred him up an enemy, as it were, out of his 


le own boſom, who did quickly put an end to his 
0 wicked life and reign. This was Bagoas, an Egyp- 
. tian by birth, but a favourite miniſter to Ochus, 


7 and whom that prince had intruſted with the whole 
management of his kingdom. Ochus, during his 
d Egyptran war, had committed ſeveral grievous out- 


5 rages in that country. Among others, had rifled 

and plundered their temples, carried away all the 
* records that were preſerved in them, and killed 
5 their god Apis, or rather the ſacred bull, which 
4 they worſhipped as the ſymbol of the Egyptian 
deity, Bagoas, being an Egyptian, could not but 
reſent theſe indignities offered to the religion of his 
country, and, being greatly in the king's favour, 
eaſily prevailed upon him to reſtore the records for 
a large ſum of money. But the affront done to 
the Egyptian god, was what he thought could not 
be expiated but by the death of the ſacrilegious 
king. He found ſoon after an opportunity to diſ- 
patch him by poiſon; but not thinking this retalia- 
tion ſufficient, he kept his body (cauſing another to 
be buried inſtead of it) and gave the fleſh of it 
minced to cats and dogs, in revenge for his having 
made his attendants to eat the fleſh of the ſacred 
bull, and ordered his bones to be ſawed into handles 
for ſwords and daggers. This was the end of that 
cruel monarch in the twenty firſt year of his impi- 
= reign, Diodor. Sicul. lian, Sulpit, Sever. 
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But I think it high time now to diſmiſs this 
bloody and diſagreeable ſubject, which was only 
introduced to ſhew the fatal effects of cruelty, and 
the neceſſity of breeding up youth with an utter 
averſion againſt it. I ſhall gladly paſs to a more 
agreeable, and, I hope, equally inſtructing head, 
with which I ſhall finiſh this collection. mean 
that of ſtratagems, or the various ways by which 
men have endeavoured to outwit or over- reach one 
another either offenſively or defenſively, whether 
in peace or war, in the field or the council-board, 
in private or in public life. The world we live in 
makes ſuch a kind of knowledge ſo uſeful and ne- 
ceſſary, that ſeveral eminent writers have thought 
it worth their while to collect as great a number 
of them as they could find in ancient hiſtory, and 
to tranſmit them to poſterity, I ſhall however 
content myſelf with ſingling out ſome of the moſt 


eminent and inſtructive ones, either out of our ſa- 


cred books, or out of the beſt antient hiſtorians, 


STRAT A- 
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WTRATAGEMS are of two ſorts, 
| lawful and unlawful. The former 
highly commendable, the other alto- 
gether injuſtifiable, and to be abhor- 
2 9 E red by all good men, The firſt ve- 
mer ry well worthy of our imitation, the 
other in no other caſe worth our knowledge, than 
as it ſerves to arm us in our defence, I ſhall be- 


gin with the firlt, 


COON LL NNE RNORY 


NaTHAN's Aratagem to make Da vip pronounce 
ſentence againſt himſelf for his double crime, 


E David, as I have obſerved upon another 
occaſion, page 201, tho' in the main a pious 
and excellent prince, yet ſuffered himſelf to fall into 
ſuch foul crimes as were quite unworthy of his cha- 
racter and dignity, and made him work for a long 
and bitter repentance. They were no leſs than the 
taking the wiſe of the brave Uriah into his adulterous 
embraces, and afterwards cauſing that faithful ge- 
neral to be murdered to conceal hers and his own 
ſhame, by. taking her to be his wife. David all 
this while was hugging in his arms both the adul- 
tereſs and the fruit of his fin without any ſeeming 
remorſe or ſenſe of his complicated. guilt, and ſo 
wrapt up was he in his pleaſures, that it might 
2 | have 
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have been dangerous for any man to have rouzed 
him from them by any other way than that which 
the inſpired prophet took. 


Nathan, who knew the king's generous and up- 


right heart in every caſe wherein this new and cri- 
minal paſſion was not concerned, accoſted him 
with the following parable in the guiſe of a plain- 
tif, l'wo men dwelt in one city, the one rich, 
the other poor. The poor man had but one ſheep, 
which he brought up and nouriſhed as if ſhe had 
been his daughter. There came, by chance a tra- 
veller to the rich man's houſe, who had flocks and 
herds of his own in abundance, and yet was cruel 
enough to ſpare his own, and kill the poor man's 
ſheep to feaſt his hungry ſtranger with. The king, 
who little dreamt that he was going to pronounce 
againſt himſelf, had ſcarce heard the ſtory out, be- 
tore he, in a great paſſion, declared the man guilty 
of death who had committed that unnatural vio- 
lence. 


The words were hardly out of the king's mouth, - 


when Nathan ſaid unto him, with a prophetic 
boldneſs, Thou art the man; thou art that guilty 


perſon, and much more guilty than the rich man, - 


in that thou haſt deprived a worthy ſubject, not of 
* a ſheep, but of the wife of his boſom, and haſt 
cauſed him to be murdered by the ſword of an ene- 
my. Ungratefully haſt thou requited the Lord thy 
God, who anointed thee king of Iſrael, delivered 
thee out of the hand of Saul, hath raiſed thee to 
this heighth of wealth, glory and power, and if 
thou hadſt not rendered thyſelf unworthy of his 
further favours, would have heaped them upon thee 
in a much greater number. Several other aggra- 
vations of his crime the prophet took occaſion to 
recapitulate, and concluded with this dreadful ſen- 
tence againſt him, that God, whom he 8 

e- 
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ſhamefully provoked, would cauſe the wrong done 
to Uriah to prove an endleſs ſource of wars and 
bloodſhed both to himſelf and to his family, and 
that his adultery, how private ſoever, ſhould be ex- 
piated by the open violation of his own wives. 

This was indeed a moſt effectual way of bring- 
ing the deluded monarch into a ſenſe of his guilt ; 
and accordingly his heart, awakened now by the 
dreadful ſentence, was ſo deeply affected with it, 
that he could only utter theſe few words, I have 
finned againſt the Lord. But fo ſincere was the ſor- 
row and remorſe with which he ſpoke them, that 
God, the great ſearcher of all hearts, was plcaſcd 
to declare his acceptance of it by the mouth o 
the ſame prophet, and to remit the moſt ſevere 
part of the fentence. And David was chiefly pu- 
niſhed by the immediate death of the ſon which 
he tad by Bath-ſheba, and in the unnatural rebel- 
lion of his ſon Abſalom, of which we have ſpo- 
ken under another head, page 203, & ſeq. But 
his repentance continued very lively and affecting 
a long while, and, in all likelihood, to his dying 
day, as one may gather from many of his pſalms, 
and eſpecially from thoſe ſeven which are called pe- 
nitential. 2 Samuel xi. and xii. 


LOL PIO LOL OI LOL OT OE OE CIO IOE SEES. 
RUSHAl's ſtratagem to defeat the wicked and Bloody 
counſel of ABITOPHEL. 

* oU may remember, that Ahitophel having 

readily given. into Abſalom's rebellion againſt 
his father, adviſed him to purſue him out of hand 
as he fled out of Jeruſalem, and to ſecure the 
crown to himſelf by the total defeat of David and 


his handful of men. Huſhai was a man in great 
2 N 3 power 
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power at the Jewiſh court, and as ſincere a friend 
to the old king, as he abhorred his ſon's unnatu— 
ral treaſon. The better to ſerve the one againſt 
the other, he came and offered his ſervices to Ab- 
ſalom, aſſuring him, that fince providence and the 
peoples wiſhes feemed to tend ſo much to raiſe him 
to the throne, he had nothing elſe at heart now but 
to joyn with them, and become as faithful a ſer- 
vant to him for the future, as he had heen till then 
to his father, He ſpoke and behaved himſelf fo 
artfully, that young Abſalom was quite taken with 
Eis flattering promiſes, gave him a kind reception, 
and admitted him into his moſt ſecret counſels. 
When therefore Ahitophel's wicked advice came 
to be debated, and ſeemed highly approved by all 
his friends, the young prince would not come to 
any reſolution till Huſhai was called in, and had ei- 
ther confirmed or exploded it. For David, in his 
flight and diſtreſs, having received the dreadful 
news that Ahitophel had joyned himſelf with his 
rebellious ſon, had earneſtly beſought the divine 
goodneſs to blaſt and defeat all the counſels of that 
viicked politician, Accordingly, when Huſhai's 
advice came to be asked, he, wiſely foreſeeing that 
if that of Ahitophel was taken, David and all his 
friends muſt inevitably be cut in pieces, delivered 
his own opinion in words to this effect: a 
J can by no means think it adviſeable at this 
juncture to go in purſuit of the king and his flying 
camp. Every one of you knows full well what 
courage and intrepidity he and his brave men have 
ſhewn upon all occaſions ; how much more will 
they do ſo now, whilſt in the heighth of their anger 
and reſentment? Will they not ſally at firſt fight 
upon us like lions robbed of their whelps, and 
wreck all their fury and vengeance upon us? And 
if their ſuperior valour and experience ſhould 7 
them 
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them to give us any thing like, I will not ſay a 
deſeat, but even a ſtout repulſe, may not this quite 
diſhearten our men, and make them either fly over 
to David for pardon, or at leaſt betake themſelves 
to their heels, and leave us expoſed to the dreadful 
effects of his ſury and revenge. | 

My opinion therefore is, that we give them time 
to cool and reflect on their forlorn condition, 
whilſt we gather up all Iſrael from the one end of 
the kingdom to the other, as the ſands of the ſea 
for multitude, and ſurround them, and fall on 
them, wherever they be, on every fide, till there 
be not one left to carry the diſmal tidings. And 
in caſe they. be got into ſome city or ſtrong hold 
for ſecurity, then will we ſurround it with ropes, 
and drag it and them jnto the next river. This 
ſpeech and counſel, romantic as it was, had the de- 
fired effect, and ſo flattered the pride of young Ab- 
ſalom and his hot-headed courtiers, that it was uni- 
verſally applauded, and preferred to that of Ahito- 
phel. This conſummate politician in miſchief did 
eaſily foreſee the conſequence of ſuch an untimely 
delay, fo that whether out of ſpight, or to avoid a 
worſe doom, he went home and hanged himſelf ; and 
the rebellious ſon, by giving his father time to ral- 
ly and refreſh his forces, loſt both the battle and 
his life, as you have ſeen under a formex head, 
page 207, 2 Samuel xvi. 16. to the end. 
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So LOMO“ Hratagem and wiſe judgment concerning 
the. two contending mothers, 


wo women had been brought to bed each of 

a male child in one houſe, and within a few 
days the one from the other. Shortly after one of 
them overlaid her own child, and as ſoon as ſhe 
perceived it, ſhe took it up, and carried it into the 
chamber of the other whilſt ſhe was faſt aſleep, 
took away the living one from her, and laid her 
dead one by her ſide. On the morrow. there was 
no ſmall ſtir about the theft, the true mother bit- 
terly complaining of, and the other as impudently 
denying it. The one aCicd fo truly, and the other 
ſo cunningly counterfeited the part of a tender mo- 
ther, that it was next to impoſſiblè to diſtinguiſh 
which of them was the real one. | 
The controverſy was at length brought before 
king Solomon, famous above all men for wiſdom 
and juſtice. Both pleaded their claims with ſuch 
ſtrenuouſneſs and ſeeming affectionate concern, 
that he ſcarcely knew to which to aſſign the living 
child. Having ruminated- a long while upon it, 
he at length bethought himſelf of a ſtratagem 
which ſhould force nature to declare in favour of 
the true mother, and immediately ordered the child 
to be brought, and cut into two parts, and divid- 
ed between them, ſince they laid ſuch equal claim 
to it, that it was impoſſible to know to which of 
them it really belonged, The words were ſcarce- 


ly gone out of his mouth, before the true mother, 


whoſe bowels ſadly yearned for her helpleſs and 
periſhing babe, burſt out into a-flood of tears, and 
in the tendereſt and moſt moving terms beſought 
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the king to recal his dreadful ſentence, and rather 
ſaffer her wicked neighbour to have the poor inſant 
given her alive, than to force a poor diſtreſſed 
mother to ſee it murdered before her eyes. There 
wanted- no greater proof of her being the real mo- 
ther of the child; the whole aſſembly declared for 
her ; and, above all, admired the excellent ftrata- 
gem of their young: monarch, who, tho? ſcarce 
twenty years of age, had given them ſuch ample 
proofs of his wiſdom and prudence, 1 Kings, iii. 


16. and following, 


eee e e e 


The king of SyRIA's firatagem againſt the prophet 
ELIsHA defeated by a counter-ſtratagem. 


URING the wars between the Iſraelites and 
the Syrians, the prophet Eliſha had often diſ- 
covered the deſigns of the Syrian king to his ma- 
ſter, and given him ſuch an account of his moſt 
ſecret counſels, that he thought he muſt be betrayed 
by ſome of his neareſt ſervants. He complained 
bitterly of it; ſaid he, one day, to thoſe of his 
houſhold, will none of you tell me who it is among 
you that diſcovers my inmoſt counſels to the king 
of Iſrael, and by that means enables him to de- 
feat all my defigns againſt him. To this they an- 
ſwered him, one and all, that none of them was 
capable of ſuch a horrid treachery ; but if his moſt ' 
ſecret purpoſes: were betrayed by any one, it was 
by the prophet Eliſha, who is endowed with ſuch 
ſupernatural gifts, that he can diſcover to the king 
his maſter the very words that you whiſper in your 
bed-chamber. x 
As ſoon as the king of Syria was well aſſured 
of this, he reſolved upon a ſtratagem that ſhould 
| ; N 5 effectually 
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effectually prevent his making any further diſcove- 
ries to the king of Iſrael; which was, to ſend a 
ſufficient number of forces of horſe and foot to ap- 
prehend the prophet, and bring him priſoner to his 
capital of Damaſcus, where he intended to keep 
him under ſuch cloſe confinement, that he ſhould 
have no opportunity to give any intelligence to 
the enemy. Theſe marched accordingly into Do- 
than, where Eliſha then was, and encompaſſed the 
city round in form of a ſiege, to prevent his mak- 
ing his eſcape out of it. 

At the ſight of the Syrian forces the prophet's 
ſervant came to him in the utmoſt conſternation, 
Alas, maſter, ſaid he to him, what ſhall we do, 
for the city is quite incloſed about with chariots, 
horſes and troops from Syria, how ſhall we eſcape 
them? The prophet ſoon diſpelled his fears with 
words to this effect; Set thy heart at reſt, and re- 
member that far more are on our ſide than againſt 
us, At the ſame time he prayed to God that he 
weuld open his ſervant's eyes, who thereupon be- 
held his maſter ſurrounded with chariots of fire, 
and his perſon guarded by a much ſuperior force. 

Eliſha next prayed unto God to ſmite the Sy- 
rian hoſt with a kind of blindneſs or infatuation, 
and then immediately came out to them, and aſ- 
{ured them that they were upon a wrong ſcent, 
but that if they would follow him, he would bring 
them to the man they were in ſearch after, and 
ſo ſaying, led them on till they were got into the 
heart of the city of Samaria, the capital of. the 
kingdom of Iſrael, fee page 111, in the note, and 
then prayed again that their eyes might be opened, 
that they might ſee where they were brought. 

As ſoon as the king of Iſrael heard of this won- 
derful ſtratagem, he came out to the prophet, and 
accoſted him with this ungenerous queſtion, My 

father, 
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father, ſhall I ſmite them, ſhall T fall upon them? 
But Eliſha foon made him aſhamed of his officious 
forwardneſs to fall upon men whom providence, 
and not his own conduct and courage, had 
brought into his power, and perſwaded him to 
give them a more hoſpitable reception. Would 
you, faid he to him, would you even ſmite thoſe 
whom you have taken priſoner by your ſword 
and your bow? No, ſaid he, rather ſet meat and 
drink before them, let them refreſh themſelves, 
and then ſend them peaceably away to their ma- 
ſter. The king took his advice, and cauſed a great 
quantity of proviſions to be got ready for them, 
and after they had plentifully feaſted themſelves, 
he diſmiſſed them to their own home. This ſtra- 
tagem put a final end to their hoſtilities ; and the | 
text obſerves, that from this time the Syrian | 
troops came no more into the land of Iſrael, 2 Kings | 
vi. 7. to 23. | 
| 
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ALEXANDER's ſtratagem to pacify the incenſed i 
PHARISEES after his death. (| 


Gave an account, under the laſt head, of the 
horrid and inhuman ſeverities with which this 
king of the Jews endeavoured, tho' in vain, to 
humble the proud Phariſaic faction, and how he 
was at length carried off by a lingering quartan 
ague as he was beſieging a ſtrong fortreſs, When 
he found himſelf drawing near to his end, he be- 
gan to think with himſelf in what a wretched con- 
dition he was like to leave his queen, the brave 
and virtuous Alexandra, and her two ſons, expo- 
ſed to all the fury of that revengeful ſect, who 
would not fail to vent all their malice and ſpleen 
| N 6 againſt * 


276 SELECT HISTORIES 


azainſt her and them, and perhaps prevent even 
her paying him the duty and honour of a funeral 
after his death. This ſhe herſelf. was ſo ſenſible of, 
that being with him then at the ſiege, ſhe could not 
forbear communicating her fears to him a little be- 
fore his death. The king was then quite emaciat- 
ed, and his ſtrength exhauſted by his diſtem- 
per; but yet, at the ſight of her, her tears and 
fears, did, in ſome meaſure, revive his ſpirits ; fo. 
that having conſidered for ſome time on the pro- 
pereſt means for pacifying that exaſperated ſe, he 
fpoke to her to this effect : 


% You know, my dear ſpouſe, as well as 5 
„what reaſons I had to hate the whole Phariſaic 


© brood, but if all I could do has not been able 
to ſuppreſs them, there is ſtill leſs hopes that you 


© will ever ſucceed in it; and therefore, fince. 
© your's and our childrens. happineſs will very 
much depend upon their favour, my laſt and 


<< earneſt requeſt to you is, that you conceal my 
death from my troops till they have taken the 
place, and then lead them in triumph to Jeru- 
*© falem, and carry my corps with you thither. 
*© Immediately after your arrival ſend for the prin- 
„ Cipal leaders of that factious ſet, and lay my 


dead body before them, Tell them that you 


are ſo intirely devoted to them, and had ſo lit- 
e tle a ſhare in what I did againſt them, that you 
„ wholly ſubmit it to them, whether you th 

give me a burial, or ſafer me to be thrown in- 
to the high-way. Aflure them moreover, that 


© as I have left you regent of the kingdom, 


«© you deſign to place them again at the head of 
affairs, and be wholly directed by their counſels, 
«© Give them ſome immediate earneſt of your fu- 


ture favour and friendſhip, and then I do not 


fear but, inſtead of blackening my character, 
« they 


all. 
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cc they will extol it- up to the skies, give me a 
6 royal interment, and ſupport you, and my ſons 
« after you, in the peaceable enjoyment of your 
„ kingdom,” | 5 

The king expired a few- hours after, and 
Alexandra, tho' much againſt her will, was for- 
ced to follow his advice, which had, in a great 
meaſure, the. defired ſucceſs, The Phariſees, 
pleaſed with the proſpe of their future power and 
grandeur, ordered a magnificent funeral for the 
king, gave him the greateſt encomiums, and ex- 
cept ſome cruel and grating pieces of revenge, 
which ſhe was. forced to let them exerciſe againſt 
the ſurviving: friends and intimates of the late 
king, did endeavour, as long as ſhe lived, to make 
the crown fit eaſy upon her head. Toſephus's An- 
tiquities, lib. xiii, cap. 23. Fewiſh Wars, lib. i. 
Cap. 4. 


OO TO Oy Rr 888 


The ſtratagem of SMNRDIS the Mack in ſeizing” 
the croun of PERSIA diſcovered and defeated by 
a counter-/tratagem.. 


"YAMBYSES, the mad and bloody tyrant of Per- 

A fa, had, among other cruel murders, cauſed his 
brother Smerdis to be put to death by Prenaſpes 
one of his chief favourites, On his expedition in- 
to Egypt, he left the adminiſtration of Affairs to 
Patizithes, a Perſian Mage *, who had a brother 

| ſo 
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*The Mages or Magi, were a very ancient ſect of 
philoſophers, who acknowledged a ſupreme deity to = | 
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ſo like the deceaſed Smerdis, and called by the 
ſame name, that he took it into his head to ſet 
him on the Perſian throne, under the name of the 
true Smerdis, the ſon of Cyrus, and brother of the 
abſent Cambyſes. He ſucceeded fo well in this enter- 
prize, that the Mage was every where acknow- 
ledged king, and Prenaſpes, who had been ſent to 
murder the prince, was forced to confirm the 
cheat, by pretending that he had not done it. A 
herald was thereupon ſent to proclaim him in the 
heart of Cambyſes's camp, who, mounting his 
horſe in a ſurprize, was wounded in the thigh by 
his own ſword, and died ſoon after at Ecbatan “, 


after a bloody reign of a little above ſeven years. 
The 
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ſide over all his works. They had ſuch a deep vene- 
ration for him, that they looked upon it as an high af- 
front to repreſent him by any carved, molten, or any 
other image; for which reaſon they were declared ene- 
mies to all idolatrous worſhip, and deſtroyed all the idols 
and temples that came in their way. 

They did indeed pay a kind of adoration to the ſun 
and to the fire, upon which account they were nick- 
named fire-worſhippers ; but, upon an impartial view of 
their doctrine, it plainly appears that they never looked 
upon either of them as gods, but only as ſymbols of the 
Deity ; the ſun, as it is the moſt glorious and beneficent 
creature of the Almighty ; and the fire, as the proper- 
eſt ſymbol of the divine nature, which gives life, heat, 
and motion, to the whole creation. 

* Ecbatan, one of the nobleſt cities of the eaſt, was 
the ancient metropolis of the Perſian empire, ſince 
which Suſa, another city of equal magnificence, ſuc- 


ceeded it in that dignity. It was originally the capital 


of Media, and upon that empire becoming ſubject to the 
Perſians, their monarchs uſed to go and ſpend the ſum- 
mer ſcaſon in it. 

Hero- 
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The ſham Smerdis being thus fixed on the throne, 
began to ingratiate himſelf to his ſubjects by his 
. generoſity, and, to ſecure himſelf the more, mar- 
ried Atoſſa, the daughter of Cyrus, and widow of 
Cambyfes, in hopes, that if the cheat was diſco- 
vered, he might ſtill hold the crown in right of 
her. He likewiſe took all his other wives into his 
bed, and, among the reſt, Phedyma, the daughter 
of Otanes, a Perſian lord of the firſt rank. Otanes 
was one of the firſt who ſuſpected the reality of the 
true Smerdis being on the throne, and, to be bet- 
ter ſatisfied of it, ſent to enquire of his daughter 
about it; but was anſwered, that as ſhe had never 
ſeen the ſon of Cyrus, ſhe could give him no ſa- 
tisfaction about it. He ſent her a ſecond meſſage 
to enquire of the princeſs Atoſſa, who could beſt 
tell her whether her true brother Smerdis was the 
perſon on the throne, But to this ſhe replied, that 
it was impoſſible for her to ſee either that princeſs, 
or any other, becauſe all the royal conſorts were 
ſtrictly kept each in her private apartment. 

All theſe precautions having greatly increaſed 
his ſuſpicion, he ſent a third diſpatch to her, with 
orders, that when ſhe was next called to the king's 
bed, ſhe ſhould take her opportunity, while he was 
aſleep, to feel whether he had any ears; for Cy- 
rus had formerly cauſed thoſe of the Mage Smerdis 
to be cut off for ſome crime he had been guilty of, 

To 
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Herodotus tells us it was built by Dejoces, king of 
Media; the book of Judith ſays by Arphaxad, Judith 
i. 1. who is ſuppoſed to have been his ſucceſſor, and 
perhaps finiſhed what the other had begun, It was ſur- 
rounded with ſeven walls, one within and higher than 
the other, the innermoſt higheſt of all. Each of them 
was built of ſtones of different colours. The outermoſt 
is ſaid to have been above twenty miles in circumference. 
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To this ſhe returned, that tho? the experiment was 
extremely dangerous, yet, in obedience to his 
command, ſhe would not fail to ſatisfy his doubt, 
and ſent him word ſoon after, that he had no ears, 
Otanes being now fully convinced of: the im- 
—_— the Mage, communicated it to two other 

rſian noblemen, and theſe three took four others vf 
the ſame rank into their counſel; in which it was 
unanimouſly reſolved, that the Perſian crown ſhould 
be reſcued out of the hands of the uſurper. As 
they were deliberating about the means, Darius, 
another great lord, arrived at Suſa, whom they al- 
ſo acquainted with the ſecret. He was ſurprized 
at their having found out the cheat, becauſe he 
thought himſelf the only perſon who knew that 
the true Smerdis was really dead, and told them, 
that he was come to court witlr a deſign to kill the 
ſham one. But, continued he, fince you are all 
apprized of it, I think we ought to loſe no time 
to diſpatch him out of the world, before any thing 
happens that may betray our deſign, 

The reſolution being taken, they were conſulting 
the means how to enter the palace, and penetrate 
into the Mage's apartment, when an accident hap- 

ed which facilitated both their entrance and 
deſign. Prenaſpes; the perſon who had: killed: the 
true Smerdis, and had, thro' fear of the two Ma- 
ges, been forced to conceal the cheat, as deſired 
by them to karangue the Perſians from a tower in 
the palace, and to ſatisfy them that the prince had 
not been put to death, but was then on the throne 
of his father Cyrus. But he, whether out of re- 
morſe, or a ęcnerous love for his country, diſco- 
vered the whole knavery, told them the reaſons 
that had made him connive at it; begged pardon 
of God and men ſor it, and exhorted them to 
ſhake off the yoke of the impoſtor, and wiſhed 
them 
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them a whole volley of curſes if they did not make 
a bra ve puſh for their liberty; and, as - ſoon as he 
had done ſpeaking, flung himſcif headlong from 
the tower, and expired upon the ſpot. - | 
In the mean time the ſeven lords made towards 
the palace,. and, to their great ſurprize, were told 
in their way thither what had happened; upon 
which they immediately entred- the houſe, killed 
the eunuchs that oppoſed their paſſage, - and entred 
the chamber where the uſurper and his brother 
were deliberating about the diſcovery of Prenaſpes. 
They came in ſword in hand, and ſoon diſpatched 
the brother; whilſt Smerdis went and hid himſelf 
in an adjoining chamber, Gobrias and Darius fol- 
lowed him ſo cloſe, that Gobrias laid hold on him, 
and held him faſt ; but the place being dark, Da- 
rius was forced to ſtay till he heard his friend ſpeak 
for fear of killing the wrong perſon, and then run 
the ſham Smerdis through, and laid him dead at 
his feet. They next cut off their two heads, and 
came out and ſhewed them to the people, confirm- 
ing all that Prenaſpes had already told them; upon 
which they were ſo exaſperated, that they went 
and maſſaered every Mage they could meet with, 
and would, in all likelihood, . have murdered them 
all, had not night prevented their further purſuit *, 
Their next butineſs was. how to ſettle the go- 
vernment. Otanes was for turning it into a com- 
monwealth,. but the others being againſt it, he 


gave 


— eee —— 


— 


* In memory of this ſlaughter of the Mages the 
Perſians inſtituted a yearly: feaſt, which was conſtantly 
kept on that day, and with the greateſt folemnity 3 
during which - none of that ſe& dared to appear abroad, 
but kept themſelves ſhut up in their houſes for fear of the 


people, 
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gave them leave to ſettle it as they liked, provid- 
ed they would conſent that neither he, nor any of 
his deſcendants, ſhould be ſubject to the crown of 
Perſia; which being granted, he departed into his 
own territories, where he and his poſterity enjoyed 
that privilege a conſiderable time. How the other 
fix agreed about the choice of a new king, ſhall be 
ſhewn under the next article, Herodotus, Fuftin, 
Polyenus, &c. 


FFC 


Ox BARE S“ ftratagem to get his maſter DAR Ius 
| choſen king of PERSIA, 


S ſoon as Otanes was gone from his aſſoci- 
ates, theſe fix, after ſome debate, agreed that 

one from among them ſhould be immediately rai- 
ſed to the Perſian throne, and that the other five 
ſhould afterwards have free admittance into the 
royal palace whenever they pleaſed. And, to pre- 
vent all debates and contentions about the election 
of the new king, they concluded it the moſt expe- 
dient way to refer that point to the ſun, which 
was the deity they worſhipped, under the name 
of Mithras. To this end they agreed to meet all 
ſix early in the morning on horſeback at one of 
ſuburbs of the city, and to ride towards the ſun 
riſing, and that he whoſe horſe ſhould chance to 
neigh firſt, ſhould indiſputably be the perſon de- 
ſigned for the crown. 
It happened luckily for Darius, that Oebares, 
who had the care of his horfes, heard, by ſome 
means, of their agreement, and coming privately 
to him, told him, that if he would give him 


leave, and promiſe him a handſome reward, he | 


would ſecure the election for him againſt the next 
morning. 
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morning. Having obtained both, he took the 
horſe that Darius was to ride upon to the place ap- 
pointed, and there got it a fine mare to cover, 
and then brought him back to his ſtable. On the 
next morning they all met punctually at the time 
and place, where Darius's horſe was no ſooner 
come, but remembering the mare, he began to neigh 
after her at a high rate. Upon which the other 
five, who knew nothing of the ſtratagem, imme- 
diately diſmounted, and on their knees acknow- 
ledged him king of Perſia, By this means the 
kingdom was happily and peaceably ſettled, the 
hve lords were diſtinguiſhed with the higheſt dig- 
nittes, and other marks of the royal favour, and 
we need not doubt but the ingenious graom was 
amply rewarded by his maſter. Heradotus, Ju- 
flin, &C, | | | 1 
COLOTOLS LOL OIOF OTE OIOE SEE LOEOLS; 
ARCHIDAMUS's noble ftratagem to ſave the citi- 
| ' Zens of SPARTA, 
RCHIDAMUS vas one of the beſt and nobleſt 
kings that Sparta ever had. In his reign there 
happened - ſuch a terrible earthquake, that near 
twenty thouſand perſons loſt their lives, and ſcarce- 
ly above five or fix houſes eſcaped being damaged 
by it, In the midſt of this dreadful confuſion, 
the good king obſerved, with no ſmall regret, 
with what eagerneſs and preſumption the citizens 
were endeavouring to ſave ſome of their valuable 
effects, tho', at the imminent danger of their lives, 
which he thought of much greater value. 


After ſeveral fruitleſs ſpeeches to divert them 


from it, he bethought himſelf of an expedient 
which 
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which had the deſired effect. He cauſed an alarm 
to be ſounded, as if ſome powerful enemy had been 
juſt at their gates; upon which they forthwith run 
to their arms, and marched with them into the 
field. This excellent ſtratagem, which ſhewed in 
this prince not only a true concern for his ſubjects, 
but alſo a ſingular preſence of mind in the midſt of 
the greateſt and univerſal - conſternation, did them a 
double ſervice; for it ſaved a multitude of lives, 
which muſt have periſhed under the ruins of their 
tottering houſes, and at the ſame time put them in- 
to a condition of repulfing the Helotes, a neigh- 
bouring people, whom the Spartans had condemned 
to perpetual ſlavery, and who, unknown to the 
king, had taken this opportunity, whilſt the con- 
fuſion reigned in the city, to come armed againſt 
them, in hopes of regaining their liberty, Here- 
det, Diodor. Sicul. Pauſan. &c. 
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MEIANTRHUsS hills XANTHUsS by an unfair 
Aratagem. | 


HYMETEsS, the baſe and cowardly ſon of 
of Oxyntes, was reigning in Athens, when 
Xanthus, king of Bœotia, came to challenge ſome 
territories in their frontiers: from him; and offered 
to decide the controverſy by ſingle combat. Thy- 
metes - refuſed both the reſtitution and the chal- 
lenge, and a war was like to have inſued, when 
Melanthus, a nobleman of Meſſenia, who had 
been driven out of his country, and taken refuge 
at the Athenian court, offered himſelf to accept 


of 
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of the chartel, and to enter the liſt with the Boe- 
otian king. Both parties agreed to the combat, 
the time and manner of it, and, among other 
things, that they ſhould fight without ſeconds. 


On the day appointed the champions appeared 


on the field of battle, and upon their firſt onſet 
Melanthus called to his antagoniſt, Did we not 
agree to fight ſingle, what is the reaſon you have 


brought a ſecond with you? Xanthus, at theſe 


words, looked back, to ſee who it was that fol- 


lowed him contrary to his orders, and in the mean 


time Melanthus ruſhed upon him, and pierced 
him through with his lance. This was a foul 
ſtratagem, and ſuch as one might have. expected 
the brave Athenians would ,have unanimouſly con- 
demned ; but they, on the contrary, gave it the 
higheſt marks of their applauſe and approbation ; 
for they preſently after depoſed the cowardly Thy- 
metes, and raiſed Melanthus to the throne. And, 
in memory of this ſtratagem, inſtituted an annu- 
al feaſt, tho' it was gained rather by the craftineſs 
than the bravery of the Meſſenian champion. 
Much more worthy their admiration was that 
noble one of their good king Codrus, who expo- 
ſed himſelf to a certain death to fave his coun- 
try, as you have ſeen at the very beginning of 
this book, page ſecond. Frontin's Stratagems, 
lib, 2. cap. 5. | WOE 
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HANNIBAL's ratagem to get his elepbants acroſs 
S the rider. 


AN NI BAL, general of the Carthaginians, in 
. one of his expeditions againſt the Romans, 
found himſelf under a neceſſity of croſſing a pret- 
ty deep and large river with as much ſpeed as he 
could; but being unprovided with boats and other 
materials to throw a bridge over it, and not hav- 
ing time to get them ready, he made his army 
ſwim over it. The difficulty was how to get his ele- 
phants over, which he could not do unleſs they would 
ſwim after them. He tried ſeveral times to make 
them take the water, but they as ſtubbornly put 
back from it, | 
At length a lucky thought came, or was put in- 
to his head by ſome of thoſe who knew the nature 
of that ſenſible and docile beaſt, which was to get 
one of his beſt ſwimers to wound the fierceſt of 
them under the ear, and to betake himſelf immedi- 
ately to his heels, and ſwim to the other ſide. He 
did fo, and the elephant, reſenting the blow, made 


after him as faſt as he could, and in the heighth of 


his fury took to the water in purſuit of him. The 
reſt ſoon followed his example, and by that means 
they were got all ſafe, and with eaſe, to the other 
ſhore. Trontin's firatagems, l. 1. c. 7. 
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HERO D' ftratagem to deſiroy the Banditti in 


ALILE E. 


UDEA, eſpecially that part of it which was cal- 


led Galilee, and was very mountainous and 


rocky, had been, for a long while, infeſted by the 


Banditti, a kind of looſe wretches, who had no 


ſettled home, but lived upon plunder, and were 
grown ſo numerous and bold, that they plundered 
towns and Cities, killing, burning, and ravaging 
wherever they came. Herod had given them al- 
ready ſeveral conſiderable defeats, made ſevere ex- 
amples of their leaders, and beaten them from the 
lower valleys into the mountainous parts of the 


country, But here they found ſo many conveni- 


ent places to ſhelter themſelves in ſo many inaccef- 
{ible rocks, and caverns to lurk in, that he could 
not poſſibly come at, or ferret them out of them. 

As he was however fully reſolved to extirpate' 
them, and was beſides a perſon that would ſpare 
neither pains or coſt to compaſs his ends, he be- 
thought himſelf of an expedient which they little 
thought of, and which ſoon put an end to that ver- 
min. He cauſed a great number of iron cheſts to 


be made, which he filled with armed ſoldiers, and- 


let them down from the top of the rocks, by iron 
chains, till they got near enough to their lurking” 
holes, from which they made ſome execution a- 
mong them, enough to ſhew them what they muſt 
expect further, and then cauſed a proclamation of 
a free pardon to ſuch as ſhould ſurrender them-- 
ſelves to be made amongſt them. This brought a 
ſmall number to ſubmit ; but theſe having ac- 
quainted him, that the reſt, in much greater num- 


ber 
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ber than he imagined, continued reſolute and in- 
flexible, he cauſed the ſame cheſts to be let down 
afreſh with the ſoldiers, not barely armed as be- 
fore, but furniſhed with a ſufficient. quantity of 
combuſtible and ſmoaky materials, which th 
were ordered to ſet on fire at the entrance of their 
caverns, by which they were either burnt or ſmo- 
the 


This laſt ſtratagem had the deſired effect; for 
tho* it could not frighten them into a ſubmiſſion, 
yet, by degrees, it brought them to a diſmal end, 
One inſtance of their deſperate obſtinacy our au- 
thor gives us, which, for its ſingularity, is very 
well worth ſetting down here, and is as follows : 

One of theſe Banditti, an old man too, being 
hid in one of theſe caverns with his wife and 
ſeven children, they ſeeing nothing but death and 
deſtruction before them, beſought him with tears 
either to ſurrender himſelf, or ſuffer them to do ſo, 
When the old man found that they were fully bent 
upon it, he bethought himſelf of the bloodieſt and 
moſt unnatural ſtratagem to prevent it that could be 
imagined. He went from them, without letting them 
know whether he agreed or diſagreed with the mo- 
tion, and ſtanding out at the mouth of the cave, 
to give them an opportunity of coming out, he 
ſtabbed.every one of them as they came up to him, 
and threw their bodies down the precipice. He- 
rod and his men it ſeems ſtood below all this 


while in full view of this horrid ſcene, and to 
put, if poſſible, a ſtop to it, was making him the 


moſt moving tenders of mercy ; but the old man, 
inſtead of liſtening to them, fell a curſing of him, 
and in the bittereſt terms reflected on the obſcurity 
of his extraction, on his pride and cruelty, and, 


having vented his ſpleen: againſt him, threw _ 
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ſelf down the precipice after his wife and children. 
Foſephus's Antiquities and Wars of the Fows, 
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ERASISTRATUS's ftratagem in favour of the 
young prince ANTIOCHUS., | 


E was a famous phyſician in the 
court of Seleucus, king of Perſia. This mo- 
narch had, in his old- age, married the princeſs 
Stratonice, the moſt beautiful woman of her age; 
after which his ſon Antiochus, whom he loved ten- 
derly, fell deſperately in love with her : but being, 
upon many accounts, aſhamed to diſcloſe his paſ- 
ſion, and yet unable to check or leſſen it by all the 
means and arguments he could uſe againſt it, he re- 
ſolved to put an end both to it, and to his life, by 
abſtaining from all kind of food ; but, even before 
he was come to this reſolution, his melancholy 
ſhame and deſpair had fo deprived him of his appe- 
tite, ſleep, and conſcquently of his health and vi- 
gour, that he was looked upon as labouring under 
ſome incurable diſcaſe, 

Eraſiſtratus was particularly charged with the 
care of him by the old king, and that cunning 
phyſician, by wa'ching him cloſely night and day, 
and obſerving every ſymptom of his diſorder, ſoon 
perceived that his diſtemper was love. The next 
buſineſs was to find out the perſun who was belov- 
ed; but Antiochus took ſuch care to conceal it, 
that it was not without the greateſt difficulty that 
he found itout. But as he had, from time to time, 
obſeryed that young prince's pulſe to be ſtill in ſume 
ſtrange emotion whenever he ſaw or heard Strato- 
Nice named, whereas he could fee and converſe 
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with all other beauties of the court without the leaſt 
concern, he at laſt charged him home with it, and 
Antiochus, tho' covered with ſhame and confuſion, 
did own his unnatural paſſion for her, and at the 
ſame time diſcovered his deſign to him of putting 
an end to his ſhameful life. | 

As ſoon as Eraſiſtratus had extorted the ſecret 
from: his own mouth, he went to the old king, and 
told him that his ſon's cafe was deſperate, and that 
there was no poſlibility of recovering him ; for, 
added he, his diſtemper is love, and that for a wo- 
man which he can never obtain, How, replied 
Seleucus in a ſurprize, who can that woman be 
whom my ſon muſt deſpair of having? That wo- 
man, replied the cunning phyſician, is my own 
wife, and her I cannot by any means yield to the 
embraces of any other man. Impoſſible, replied 
the king; what, ſhall my dear Eraſiſtratus heſitate 
one moment whether he ſhall reſign his wife to ſave 
the life of a ſon whom I ſo tenderly love? Is this 
the friendſhip thou pretendeſt for me, or a fit requi- 
tal for all my favour and kindneſſes to you? Sir, 
replied the phyſician, in a ſeeming kind of emo- 
tion, put but yourſelf in my caſe, My wife is as 
dear to me as the queen Stratonice is to you. Sup- 
poſe then that your ſon had been in love with her, 
would you then have taken the advice you do now 
give me? Could you have parted with her to him 
to fave his life? No certainly ; and if your pater- 
nal affection for a dear ſon could not have prevailed 
upon you to have made him a preſent of your beloved 
queen, how can you expect it of me, who am a 
ſtranger? Ah, my dear Eraſiſtratus, would to 
God the caſe were as you now ſtate it, I would 
then part not only with my Stratonice, but even 
with my kingdom, to fave the life of fo dear and 


worthy a ſon. At theſe words the king burſt out 
into 
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into a flood of tears; ſo that the phyſician finding 
him in earneſt in what he ſaid, took him by the 
hand, and opened the fatal ſecret to him in words 
to this effect : 

If that be the real ſentiment of your heart, you 
need no other phyſician but yourſelf, nor your fon 
any other remedy but Stratonice, fince it is his 
vehement paſſion for her that is the ſource of his 
diſtemper, as it will be ſhortly the cauſe of his 
death, if you withhold her from him. Hereupon 
he unravelled the whole matter to the king, and 
particularly the prince's reſolution of ſtarving him- 
ſelf, which immediately determined Seleucus to 
part with his queen to him, The difficulty was 
how to perſwade her to part with her old husband 
for the young prince ; but ſhe was at length pre- 
vailed upon, and their nuptials ſoon after celebrated 
with the utmoſt magnificence. The king gave 
them likewiſe ſeveral conſiderable provinces, which 
he erected into a new kingdom, and cauſed the new 
married couple to be crowned king and queen of it, 
We need not wonder at ſuch ſtrange and inceſtuous 
marriages being permitted among thoſe nations, 
when we conſider that they were Heathen, and 
that they worſhipped ſuch deities, and had been 
guilty of much greater crimes, as St. Paul juſtly 
obſerves of them, Romans i. 21, & ſeq, Plu- 
tarch, Appian, Valerius Maximus, Lucian, &c. 
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COST STS ISTOFOTOISISIOTSISEOIS TOI OF. 
SIMON's wicked ſtratagem againſi the pious ON1As, 


JAE Beer the Jews were tributary to the king 
of Syria, Simon, a half renegadoe Jew, 
had ſome quarre] with Onias, the then high-prieſt, 
a perſon of ſingular virtue, and ſtrenuous piety, 
who had enjoyed the pontifical dignity above ſix- 
teen years with great applauſe. Simon's malice 
againſt him, put him upon a ſtratagem which he 
doubted not would infallibly ruin the worthy pon- 
tif, which was, to fend word to the Syrian king 
that there was an immenſe treaſure hid in the tem- 


ple, and known only to Onias, which, if he pleaſed, 


he might either come, or ſend for, and have ſeized 
for his own uſe. Seleucus, who was in great want 
of money, ſent immediately Heliodorus to Jeru- 
ſalem to take poſſeſhon of it, and convey it out of 
hand te Antioch. 

Heliodorus, upon his coming into Judea, pre- 
tended that his buſineſs was only to view and repair 
all the fortreſſes of that province; but, upon his 
coming to Jeruſalem, where he was received with 
great magnificence by the high-prieſt and all the 
heads of the Jews, he acquainted them with his 
commiſſion, and told Onias, that he muſt imme- 
diately dcliver up the treaſure of the temple into 
his hands. "The good old pontif did readily own 
that there was indeed a treaſure committed to his 
care, tho' nothing ſo large as had been repreſented ; 
but then, added he, as it is the property of our 
Jewiſh widows and orphans, and I am their chief 
truſtee for it, I cannot in conſcience deliver it up, 
kt what will be the conſequence of my refuſal. 
This was what the wicked Simon expected, not 

_ doubting 
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doubting but Onias's ſtrenuous denial would bring 
ſome heavy reſentment upon him. 

Hcliodorus however being fully reſul-ed to exe- 
cute his commiſſion, took his troops with him to- 
wards the temple, the high-prieft and the reit of 
the Jews in vain endeavcuring to divert him from it 
with prayers and tears. IT he Syrians not being 
able to perſwade the keepers of that ſacred building 
to open the gates to them, Heliodorus ordered them 
to be broken down; but in the midit of their ſa- 
crilegious work, the divine providence {truck them 
with ſuch a ſudden fear and dread, that they ſcll 
down half dead upon the ground, Heliodorus him- 
ſelf, as he afterwards owned, ſaw in a viſion a man 
on horſeback, ſumptuouſly dreſſed, who flew upon 
him with incredisle fury and ſpeed, and cruſhed 
him under his feet, In this dreadful condition he 
lay flat upon the ground, till his men, being come 
to themſelves, took him up, and carried him to hi- 
quarters, where he continued ſome days ſpeechless 
and ſenſeleſs, till Onias offered up ſome ſacrifice, 
and prayers to God for him; upon which, having 
recovered himſelf, he left Jeruſalem, and went to 
acquaint the king his maiter with what had hap- 
pened to him, 

Seleucus, who could ſcarcely believe him, and 
yet was unwilling to ſend him back on the ſame 
ſleeveleſs errand, contented himſelf with asking 
him with ſome ſeeming earneſtneſs, whether he 
could not recommend him to ſome perſon that was 
fitter to be ſent upon that expedition ? Heliodorus 
gave him this ſerious anſwer: If your majeſty has 
any enemy you are willing to get rid of, you need 
but ſend him to rifle the Jewiſh temple, and you 
will ſee him come back, if ever he doth, in ſuch a 
condition as will convince you that that ſacred 
place is under the protection of ſome divine and ir- 
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reſiſtible power. In the mean time the treacherous 
Simon ſeeing his ſtratagem fruſtrated, would have 
thrown all the fault upon the high-prieſt ; but that 
did not prevent his receiving his due reward, and 
being baniſhed by the orders of the diſappointed 
king, and Onias advanced in high favour with that 
monarch, 2 Maccabees iii. throughout, 


TJasox's ard MENELAUS's wicked flratagems ſe 
verely punihed, 


FTER the death of Seleucus, mentioned in the 
| laſt paragraph, his ſon Antiochus finding his 
treaſury exhauſted, was forced to make uſe of eve- 
ry means to repleniſh it. Jaſon, the unworthy 
brother of the great Onias, took the advantage of 
the king's penury, to offer him ſix hundred 
talents inſtead of the three hundred which Onias 
paid him as tribute, to obtain the high-prieſthood 
for himſelf, To confirm himſelf the more in it, he 
procured, by another large ſum, to have his bro- 
ther, who was highly eſteemed and reverenced by 
all the Jews, to be confined within the walls of 
Antioch. | | 

Soon after this he ſent his other brother, named 
Menelaus, and one as wicked as himſelf, to go to 
the Syrian court, and carry the uſual preſents and 
tribute, where Menelaus found means to bribe the 
king ſtill higher than any, and to get the pontifical 
dignity beſtowed upon himſelf, and his brother Ja- 
ſon to be expelled, Jaſon however made ſuch a 
ſtrong party againſt him, that he returned to Jeru- 
ſalem, and made a fad ſlaughter among the Jews 
that oppoſed him. He was however forced ſoon at- 
ter to fly for his life, and wander up and _ 

rom 
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ſrom nation to nation, begging in vain either for 
their aſſiſtance or entertainment. The laſt place he 
came to was Athens, where he hoped to meet with 
a better reception; but the Athenians, whether out 
of fear, or which is more probable, out of hatred 
to his perfidy, ſuffered him to ſtarve, and his cat- 
caſe to rot above ground, denying him even the very 
ſepulture which they allowed to common ſtrangets. 

As for Menclaus, tho' he was at firſt in great 
ſavour with the Syrians, yet he was hated by al! 
the Jews, who bore ſtill a great veneration for the 
depoſed Onias. This hatred increaſed, as he was 
forced to rifle the temple of its gold and filver to 
pay Antiochus the large ſums he had engaged tor. 
As one crime draws on another, he made uſe of 
ſome of that money to hire a Syrian officer to mur- 
der his worthy brother, the good old Onias, be- 
cauſe he found he had tco ſtrong a party among the 
Jews. By this time the heads of the Jewiſh na- 
tion came to complain to Anticchus againſt. him, 
and to lay open all his murders, rapincs s and cruel- 
tics, but he had taken care to bribe one of his fa- 
vourite miniſters, to prevail upon the king to fend 
the plaintiffs away unheard. 

At length the wretch, partly for his horrid 
crimes, partly foi his not paying the ſums that were 
due to the king, and eſpecially cn the account of 
the civil war he had kindled in Judea, in which the 
oppreſſed Jews gave ſome ſignal defeats to the Sy- 
rians, he was condemned to a cruel death ; ar.d be- 
ing carried under a ſtrong guard to Berea, was 
made to undergo the dreadful puniſhment of the 
aſhes, which you will find deſcribed in the note be- 
low *, The Jews, who had, in a great meaſure, 

O 4 13 ſuffered 


This puniſhment you have: deſcribed in the 4 
beok of the Maccabees, Xiii. 4 and 5. as follows: The 


criminal 
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ſuffered themſclvcs to apoſtatize from their religion 
to pleaſe the Syrians under the prieſthoods of Jaſon 
and Menelaus, were ſoon after perfecuted by Anti- 
ochus in that moſt cruel manner which you have 
ſeen under a former head, page 166, & ſeg. 
Fir/t and ſecond hook of the Maccabees, Foſephus's 
Antiquities, and Wars of the Fews, 


COL OTOTOLOFSTOLOLOL ST OLOLOT SF OLO TOSS; 


DamasceNn's Hratagem in favtur of HEROD, 


8 a wicked favourite of Obodas, king 
of Arabia the ſtony, had been caſt in a law- 
ſuit brought againſt him by king Herod before the 
two Roman governors of Syria; but inſtead of pay- 
ing him the money, made the beſt of his way to 
Rome, and there accuſed him to the emperor Au- 


guſtus of having committed ſuch terrible ravages in 
Arebia, 


_—— 


cm nal was ſhut up in a high round tower, filled with 
igt aſtus to a certain heighth, and immediately after a 
large wheel, that was within it, was moved by a wire! 
from with.ut, which made the aſhes rice higher and 
taicker by degrees, till, after long ſtruggles, and inex- 
preible turment, he was quite ſuffocated by them. 

This puniſhment, chicfly in uſe among the Perſians, 
was nvented on tne following account. Sogdianus, a 
bailard-ſun of Aria e xe, had murdered his brother 
Xerxes, then on the throne, and ſeized upon the crown. 
tiis murders and tyranny having rendered him odious to 
all his fubj-&-, Ochus, another baſtatd ſon, came with 
a great army, and dethioned him. Sogdiznus, ſinding 
h'mieif in his brother's. power, offered to ſurrender to 
him, upon condiſion that he ſhould not put him to death 
either by the ſword, poiſon, or hunger. Ochus ſwore 
to him he would nat, and, to evade his oath, it ſeems, 
contrived this new kind of death, and condemned him 
to it, as ſoon as he had him in his hands. 


* 
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Arabia, that Auguſtus, from being his ſincere 
friend, became his enemy, and was fo exaſperated 
againſt him, that he refuſed to hear what his two 
embaſſadors, whom he had ſent to juſtify his con- 
duct in Arabia, had to fay for him, For Herod 
had done nothing but purſued the Banditti, who 
had fled thither from Galilee, and taken refuge in 
king Obodas's country, and there deſtroy ed them, 
and aboliſhed their fortreſſes. But Syllæus had ſo 
improved the ſtory, that the emperor, who gave 
too eaſy a belief to it, could by no means be re- 
conciled to him, 

When Herod underſtood this, he immediately 
diſpatched Nicholas Damaſcen, a man of great 
learning and addreſs, to Rome, with ordeis to 
watch an opportunity to plead his cauſe before the 
emperor, Damaſcen, upon his arrival, found it 
impoſſible to get an audience of him, but was in- 
formed, at the ſame time, that Syllzus had cauſed 
king, Obodas to be privately murdered, and was 
ſolliciting to get the crown for himſelf ; whilſt the 
Arabs, who had choſcn a king of their own, had 
ſent an embaſly to Rome to get his election con- 
firmed. Damaſcen was too great a politician, not 
to improve theſe accidents to Herod's advantage, 
upon which he bethought himſelf of the following 
lucky ſtratagem. 

As he had not yet diſcovered. any thing of his 
com miſſion from Herod, he went ſtreight to the 
embaſſadors, and, by fair promiſes and perſwaſions, 
prevailed upon them not only to admit him into 
their embaſſy, but to make him the chief manager 
of it, aſſuring them to gain their cauſe for them. 
The thing was agreed on, and on the day on which 
they were to be heard before the emperor, Damaſ- 
cen appeared at the head of them, and pleaded their 
cauſe with ſuch een that without e 

e 


298 SELECT HISTORIES 


the leaſt inclination to juſtify Herod, he wholly 
cleared him from every thing that had been laid to 
his charge, and, at the fame time, diſplayed the 
baſe villain Syllæus in his true colours, ſet forth all 
his baſe extortions, rapines, and murders, with ſuch 
moving eloquence, that the whole being confirmed 
by his collegues, Syllæus was condemned to pay 
the ſum ſued for, and then to looſe his head ; and 
Herod being by this means acquitted of his accuſa- 
tion, was happily reſtored to the emperor's favour 
and friendſhip. Jeſephus's Antiquities, and I ars 
of the Fews, 


ARCHIMEDEs's various machines, ftratagems, and 
lamented death. 


A* CHIMEDES was a perſon of noble extraction, 
| but what extolled him above all other things 
was, that he was the greateſt architect, engineer 
and mathematician, that ever the world produced; 
and had by the ſole ſtrength of his art and genius de- 
fended the city of Syracuſe near three whole years 
againſt the conſular army and fleet of the Romans 
under the command of the great Marcellus, to the 
ſurprize both of the beſieged, and much more of 
the beſiegers. The engines which he invented to 
throw ſtones of an immenſe weight, and darts of a 
prodigious length, at the diſtance of a quarter of a 
mile ; thoſe which he made to overwhelm the Ro- 
mans with ſhowers of ſtones, both under the walls. 
and at their retiring from them, to cruſh their bat- 
tering rams and other warlike engines, to fink or 
ö burn their ſhips at a diſtance; the facility with 
| which they were played within, and the dreadful 
execution they did without, vaſtly exceed all that 

| ever 
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ever was done before or ſince, and would ſcarcely 
be credited, were they not tranſmitted to us by 
authors of judgment and veracity. 
With one of theſe engines he threw a ſtone of 
ſome hundreds, Plutarch ſays 250 pound weight 
into Marcellus's Sambucca, a terrible inſtrument 
invented by that Roman, the deſcription of which 
you will find in the margin“; and after the firſt _ 
ſtone a ſecond and a third, which broke it all in 
pieces, and ſunk it and all its men into the ſea. O- 
ther engines he had that would fall on the beſiegers, 
take hold of their cloaths by ſome hooks, and hoiſt 
them up into the air, and daſh them in pieces with 
the fall ; and as ſoon as this machine had put the reſt 
to flight, as it ſeldom failed of doing, another was 
diſcharged with ſuch vollies, or rather ſhowers of 
heavy ſtones, as cruſhed them to death as they fled, 
The ſame he did by their ſhips and gallies, taking 
up ſome into the air like a whirlwind, and flounc- 
ing them in pieces into the deep, whilſt others were 
ſet on fire by ſome new invention of his, and afl 
of them ſo annoying, that the Roman general began 
to deſpair of ever gaining the city, tho' aſhamed to 
raiſe the ſiege. 
What 
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* This monſtrous machine was ſo called from its re- 
ſemblance to the Roman Sambucca, a muſical inſtru- 
ment, ſomewhat like our lute. It was ſupported by 
eight large gallies, faſtened to each other, ſide by ſide, 
with ſtrong iron hooks and cramps, and rowed only by 
the two outſide ones. On the top was a large ſtrong 
floor, railed about, and upon it was built a huge, lofty 
tower, higher than the battlements on the city walls, and 
out of this Marcellus deſigned to have thrown fire, ſtones, 
darts, and other deſtructive materials into the city, which 
muſt have made a terrible deſtruction among the beſieged, 
had not Archimedes found means to ſink and break it by 
his own engines, as was related above. 
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What was ſtill more ſurprizing, as well as terrible 
to the beſiegers was, that all thoſe engines were ſo 
wel hid behind the ramparts, that they could ſee no 
glimpſe of them, nor gueſs when, or How they were 
plaved ; ſo that they only faw and felt the dreadful 
efteCts of them as it were in an inſtant, without be- 
ing al le to make any deſence againſt them. At 
length, the beſiegers being greatly diſtreſſed for want 
of proviſions and ammunition, reſolved to ſurrender, 
and having killed their governors, who oppoſet their 
propoſal, treated with the Roman general to ſurren- 
der on honcurable terms, which were readily grant- 
ed to them. But the exaſperated Romans, not re- 
garding the commands of the noble Marcellus, fell 
immediately to their old trade of plundering and 
Killing all that came in their way, and filled the 
whole city with confuſton and ſlaughter, | 
During all this uproar Archimedes was ſtill ſhut 
up in his cloſet, and ſo cloſely intent on his ſtudy, 
that he knew nothing that paſſed within the walls of 
the city, till a Roman ſoldier entred his room, and 
clapt a ſword to his throat, Archimedes, ſcarcely 
recovered out of his intenſeneſs by the danger that 
threatened him, only anſwered him, Hold a little, 
friend, I have almaſt done what I am about; at which 
the ſoldier was ſo ſurprized, that he ſtopt his hand, 
reſolving to carry him priſoner to his general. No 
ſooner did this great philoſopher underſtand his de- 
ſign, but he went to take up a ſmall box full of 
globes, ſun-dials, and other mathematical inſtru- 
ments of his own making, with a deſign, it is ſup- 
poſed, of having preſented them to Marcellus ; but, 
unfortunately for him, the greedy ſoldier imagining 
them to be ſome rich jewels, or things of great value, 
killed him upon the ſpot for the ſake of them. Thus 
fell the great Archimedes to the great grief of the 
Roman general, who could not but honour his me- 
mory, 
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mory, and admire the vaſt neſs of his genius, tho” 
he had ſmarted ſo ſeverely by it. Plutarch, Poly- 
bius, Livy, &c. | 


VCC 


HE misfortune generally is, that thoſe whoſe 
1 heads are particularly turned for theſe kinds of 
ftratagems, do ſo much rely upon their own cun- 
ning, that they ſeldom or never examine into the 
lawfulneſs of them, fo they be but, as they think, 
well and deeply laid ; whereas it often happens, that 
providence is thereby provoked to diſappoint and baf- 
fle them; whereas his goodneſs often manifeſtly in- 
tervenes to the aſſiſtance of the virtuous and brave, 
of what religion or nation ſoever; even when ſtra- 
tagems and all other human means do fail; witneſs 


the following remarkable inſtance, with which I 
fhall cloſe this little book. 


ARISTOMENES's ſundry ſtratagems, and wonder- 
ful eſcapes, 


RISTOMENES, the brave Meſſenian general, had 

I been one of the moſt ſucceſsful, as well as terrible 
enemies that the Spartans ever had. In one of his ex- 
curſions againſt them he took and plundered the fa- 
mous city of Amycla, and carried off an immenſe 
booty; but his greedy troops did ſo load themſelves 
with ſpoils, that they were eaſily overtaken by the 
Lacedemonians, who came upon them with a much 
ſuperior force, and cut the greateſt part of them in 
pieces. Ariſtomenes fought indeed with deſperate 
bravery, but was forced, thro' the multitude of his 
wounds, to yield, and was carried off priſoner, being 
quite ſenſeleſs thro? the loſs of his blood, with about 
fiſty of his men, who had ſurvived the ſlaughter. . 
Glad beyond meaſure were the Lacedemonians at 
the 
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the fight of this noble captive, and as ſoon as he 
was recovered of his wounds, condemned him and 
his fellow priſoners to be thrown down alive into a 
deep cave, which was the common puniſhment they 
inflicted upon their criminals of the loweſt ranks, 
and only allowed him to be thrown in with his ar- 
mour on, He continued three days in this diſmal 
place, ſurrounded with dead and dying bodies, ſuf- 

focated with the ſtench of the carcaſſes of ſome, ter- 
rified with the dreadful groans of others, faint and 
famiſhed for want of food and freſh air. At length 


he heard ſome beaſt of prey, a fox it proved, gnaw- 


ing a carcaſe near him, and having uncovered his 
face, took hold of one of his hind-legs with one hand, 
and with the other defending his face when the fox 
offered to bite him. The beaſt at length made its 
way towards a hole, which Ariſtomenes having 
perceived, he let the fox go, and weak as he was, 
ſcratched himſelf a paſſage after him, and ſaw him- 
ſelf ſoon after bleſt with the light of the ſun. 
As ſoon as the noble Meſſenian found himſelf at 
large, he travelled as well and as faſt as he could by 
night towards his own country, and arrived at 
length at the city of Ora, which was then beſieged 
by the Lacedemonians, and was was received with 
the greateſt joy by the citizens, who had loſt all hopes 
of him. When the beſiegers heard of his arrival thi- 
ther, they looked upon it as a fiction, knowing what 
doom he had been condemyed to, but he ſoon made 
them know, to their loſs, that he was till alive, and 
now in a condition to infeſt them as much as ever ; 
anc accordingly did ſo annoy them, that they were 
obliged to ſue for a ceſſation of arms for forty days 
to recover themſelves, tho* under pretence of bury- 
ing their dead, 
During this time Ariſtomenes was ſurprized as 
he was walking without the walls by ſome treache- 
rous 
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rous Cretan archers, who carried him off priſoner, 
and whilſt two of them ran to give notice of their 
prize to Sparta, the others ſecured him bound in a 
diſtant cottage, kept only by a widow and her daugh- 
ter. It ſeems the young woman had dreamt the night 
before that ſhe ſaw a lion with his claws muffled, led 
by a parcel of wolves, and that upon her freeing his 
claws he tore the wolves into pieces. As ſoon there- 
fore as ſhe ſaw Ariſtomenes brought in bound, ſhe 
remembered her dream, and reſolved to releaſe him; 
to this end ſhe plied his keepers with ſtrong liquors, 
and when they were aſleep, took up a ſword from one 
of them, cut up the leathern thongs with which he 
was bound, and then gave it into his hands, who 
immediately diſpatched them all with it, and taking 
the daughter and mother into Ora, amply re- 
warded their timely ſervices to him. 

Ariſtomenes continued defending the city with 
his uſual bravery and conduct, till at length, in the 
eleventh year of its ſiege, he received a wound which 
confined him from going abroad, being then very 
cold, bluſtering, rainy weather, and he not being 
able to go his night's rounds, the citizens took that 
opportunity to retire from their poſts into their hou- 
| ſes, to ſhelter themſelves from the inclemency of 
the night. This ſecret being known by the beſieg- 
ers, they marched all night, and went and ſeized 
on the moſt advantageous poſts, ſo that the city 
muſt of neceſſity have ſurrendered by the next morn- 
ing, had not the brave Orean women joyned with 
their husband, and defended it with incredible ſue- 
ſeſs during the three firſt days. At length, all hopes 
of holding out any longer being vaniſhed, Ariſtome- 
nes bethought himſelf of one ſtratagem more to ſave 
the brave beſieged from the fury of the Lacedemoni- 
ans. Having recalled his wearied troops to take 
ſome refreſhment againſt the next day, 2 is 
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fourth morning he diſpoſed them in the following 
order, He put the women and children in the cen- 
ter, the youth and the ſtouteſt he placed on the 
front and rear, and the leſs able in the main body. 
He himſelf led the van, whilſt his noble ſon, and 
another brave Meſſenian, brought up the rear. All 
things being thus ordered according to his deſign, he 
cauſed the barriers to be thrown open, and marched 
directly at the head of his troops, brandiſhing his 
ſpear, and making as if he deſigned to engage, or to 
force a paſſage through the Spartan army. Epira- 
mus, who commanded at the ſiege, and had fo of- 
ten experienced the valour and conduct of the Meſ- 
ſenian general, refolved not to venture a freſh en- 
gagement with him, but cauſed the Spartan troops 
to open to the right and left, and give him a free 
paſſage through his army; ſo that Ariſtomenes 
marched triumphant at the head of his own to his 
allies the Arcadians, leaving only the bare and al- 
moſt ruined city, with ſome of the heavieſt plun- 
der, to the enemy, and carrying off ſafe all its brave 
inhabitants and defenders into a place of ſafety, In 
Arcadia he laid one of the ſubtileſt plans to ruin the 
Spartans that could well be conceived, but was there- 
in betrayed by his perfidious ally Ariſtocrates, king 
of that country, who was for his treachery ſtoned 
to death by his ſubjects, as we have elſewhere ſeen, 
page 151, and in the note. At length death took 
him off in the midft of his glorious deſigns. The 
Meiicnians - loſt in him one of the beſt and braveſt 
generals, and the Lacedemonians one of their moſt 
inveterate enemies, whilſt his name will live as long 
as an; ancient hiſtory is extant, Pauſanzas, Poly- 


bius, Juſtin, Pliny, &c. 
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